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Race a

ainst time to

save Maypole Piece

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A RALLYING call has been

issued by a community group

set up to safeguard the long-
term future of much-loved
land in Bewdley.

Maypole Piece in Wribbenhall is an
historic green space which has been
at the centre of the community for
generations but is now up for sale
and there are fears it could be devel-
oped for housing.

People of all ages have fond memo-
ries of the area - from the bonfire
to celebrate the end of the Second
‘World War and Major Webb riding
his horse there on a Sunday to fetes
and football matches on the hill. It
also provides habitats for a wealth of
local wildlife.

The campaign

The Friends of the Maypole group
wants to buy the land and place it in
public trust ownership so it can be
enjoyed by generations of people in
‘Wribbenhall, Bewdley and the wider
area for many years to come.

But, the deadline for bids on
Monday, June 9, means the group is
in a race against time to raise the
funds needed for the purchase.

The group wants to raise as much
as possible before then so it can show
on Tuesday its intention to acquire
the land.

It estimates it would need between
£175,000 and §225,000 to show the
group as a serious bidder.

The campaign has got off to a
successful start with a website and

w0 ol

Facebook page being set up and other
local community groups and residents
flocking to getting involved.

The group has delivered leaflets in
the local area and a drop-in session
for the less tech-savvy and those
with no Internet access is being held

between 3pm and 5pm tomorrow
(Saturday, June 7) at Wribbenhall
Parish Rooms. There, people can find
out more, speak to the group and
pledge what they can.

Anyone unable to make it to the
venue can call the Wagon and Horses

on 01299 40317
and back can be arranged during the
event.

As well as donations, Friends of
the Maypole need help in other ways
- from people experienced in land
purchasing to the community spread-

ing word of the campaign in a bid to
get as many people as possible to get
involved and support the cause.

Natural beauty

Committee member Denise Eaton
was born in Springhill Rise and is
‘Bewdley through and through’.

She said: “We need to hold onto
Maypole Piece - it's so calm and
peaceful and arguably the best natu-
ral area in Bewdley.

“People go there to relax from the
stresses and strains of everyday life
and the views are incredible.

“From up there you can see
right across Bewdley, Stourport,
Kidderminster and Trimperley, along
with the Safari Park.

“In the last 12 months there have
been three estates either built or
being constructed and they all look
up to Maypole Piece.

“Building on there will completely
destroy the skyline for thousands of
residents and we will lose this much-
loved asset.”

She added it was used by walkers,
dog walkers and, as it is near two
schools, would be ideal for forest
schools for the children.

“Whatever you can do to help us
protect Maypole Piece will be wel-
come - please come and join us.”

Visit: friendsofthemaypole.co.uk or
search for ‘Friends of the Maypole’ at
facebook.com for more information
and the latest updates.

The group is hoping to acquire
Maypole Piece so it can be
enjoyed by generations to
come. Pictures courtesy of
Friends of Maypole Piece. s

Since 1900 The Gaunt family have been
providing a first-class Funeral Service.
We are multi award winning Funeral
Directors and have Funeral Homes in
and around the Black Country area.
In Summer 2023 we proudly opened
our brand new Funeral Home and
bring with us expertise, care and
dedication to offer Funeral Services in
Kidderminster, Hartlebury, Stourport,
Bewdley, and surrounding areas.
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Bringing over 125 years of experience to Kidderminster (Serving surrounding areas)

1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster, DY10 1JR. T: 01562 541062
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Appeal for volunteers to help
district’s adults learn to read

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A GROUP which helps adults
across Wyre Forest and
Bridgnorth who struggle
with reading is looking for
volunteers to join its team.

Read Easy Wyre Forest and
Bridgnorth has put out an appeal
for more people to help with its
quest.

It coincides with National
Volunteers Week, which began
on Monday and runs until Sunday
(June 2 to 8).

Statistics show around seven per
cent of adults living in the UK can
barely read at all and more struggle
with reading which has a significant
impact on their lives.

Read Easy Wyre Forest and
Bridgnorth is in its eighth year of
operation and is affiliated to Read
Easy UK.

The group’s aim is to recruit and
train reading coaches who are then
paired up with adults who want to
learn to read.

The organisation provides free,
confidential, one-to-one reading

sessions which really do change the
lives of new readers.

The current team leader/chair-
man is due to step down shortly
after seven years in the role.

The Team Leader is responsible
for the proper and effective direc-
tion of the group, which currently
consists of 18 reading coaches,
three scheme coordinators and
eight management team members.
Everyone involved volunteers.

A Read Easy Wyre Forest and
Bridgnorth spokesperson said: “We
are looking for people who have
energy, enthusiasm and a passion
for literacy and be able to give
approximately four to eight hours-
a-week to the role. Sometimes it’s a
bit less, sometimes a bit more.

“Some work will be desk-based at
home, but there will also be team
meetings to chair and sometimes
other meetings to attend.

“On that basis, it would make
sense to live in or within 10 miles or
so of our main area of benefit, the
Wyre Forest District Council area.”

Management roles

The group is also looking to
recruit two people to join the man-
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agement team.

The first role is a ‘Volunteer
Recruiter’ who will oversee the vol-
unteer recruitment processes.

And the second is a ‘Venues
Organiser’ - they will ensure the
group has the right venues available
for reading coaches and new read-
ers to use.

Full role descriptions are availa-
ble and anyone interested can have
an informal chat about any of the
roles.

Call current team leader, Steve,
on 07867 745621 or email: wflea-
der@readeasy.org.uk for more
information.

Visit: readeasy.org.uk for more

information about Read Easy.

Could you help adults in Wyre
Forest and Bridgnorth learn to
read? s

Do you have a story?
Get in touch by
emailing editor@kid-

derminsterstandard.
co.uk

Shout-outs and how you could help

THIS WEEK is National Volunteers Week -
it began on Monday and runs until Sunday
(June 2 to 8).

There are plenty of opportunities for vol-
unteers across Kidderminster, Stourport
and Bewdley.

Here are some ‘shout-outs’ to volun-
teers doing great things in the Wyre Forest
and some organisations which could do
with your help.

Severn Valley Railway

The SVR says it would not be able to
successfully do what it does without its
volunteers.

It added: “Thank you to each and every
one of you.”

Anyone wanting to volunteer on the rail-
way should visit: svr-vlo.org.uk for more.

Bewdley Museum

The museum’s volunteers dedicated
over 1,200 hours of time to the venue in
2024.

A spokesperson said: “You may see
volunteers when you come to visit - be it
in the air raid shelter, making clay pipes,
supporting with children’s activities, gar-
dening or stewarding events.

“But not all of our volunteering is front of
house - such as archiving photos linked to
our Floods Project.

“Volunteer support such as this enables
us to achieve more than we could alone.

“Thank you to all our volunteers.”

Anyone wanting to volunteer at Bewdley
Museum can email volunteer co-ordinator
Anna Pavard at: anna.pavard@wyrefor-
estdc.gov.uk for more information.

KEMP Hospice
The charity thanked its volunteers for

their work.
Caroline Beech, KEMP Hospice’s chief

is a truly meaningful way to support your
local hospice.

“The care we provide to patients and
families across our community is only pos-
sible because of the incredible individuals
who give their time so generously.

“Their compassion, commitment and
selfless support ensure we can be there
when it matters most.”

Anyone interested in volunteering at the
KEMP Hospice should email: voluteer-
ing@kemphospice.org.uk for more infor-
mation.

Age UK BRWF

Volunteers also make a vital contribu-
tion to the lives of older people in the area
via the hours they contribute to Age UK
Bromsgrove, Redditch and Wyre Forest.

Age UK BRWF CEO, Amanda Allen,
said: “Our volunteers are the foundation
which allows us to build and grow as a
charity and to continue supporting our
local community.

“I am continually inspired by all those
that volunteer - | understand that time is
precious and to choose to give some of
those treasured hours to help charities like
ourselves/ your community is something
very special indeed - | celebrate you all.”

The charity added it particularly needed
volunteer Befrienders in Wyre Forest and
volunteers for its Walter Nash Road and
Lickhill Shops.

Volunteer Befrienders talk, listen and
share information with older people who
feel they can trust and rely upon them. As
part of the free service, Befrienders regu-
larly visit an older person in their home or
call them for a chat, providing a listening
ear and links to other local support and
services.

Anyone interested should email: enquir-
ies@ageuknorthworcs.org.uk or visit:
ageuk.org.uk/northworcs/get-involved/
volunteer/ for more information.

97A HIGH STREET, WORCESTER, WRI 2HW executive, said: “Volunteering with KEMP

For all the latest information on Planning
Proposals, Traffic Notices, Goods Vehicle

Operator Licences, Licences To Sell Alcohol and
Probate Notices check out our Classified Section




Drivers warned after spate of
car thefts in the past few days

POLICE in Kidderminster,
Blakedown and Cookley are
warning motorists to be on
their guard after a number of
vehicle thefts in the areas in
the past few days.

Around midnight on Monday,
a blue Ford Ranger Raptor was
stolen from Habberley Lane,
Kidderminster.

The suspects were seen arriving
and leaving the area in an Audi.

Between 1lpm on Sunday and
8am on Monday, a black Nissan
Juke was stolen from Borrington
Road in Kidderminster.

A white Smart Car convertible
with a red roof - a very distinctive
vehicle - was taken from Lionfields
Road in Cookley between 4pm on
Monday and 6.30am on Tuesday.

And, in another incident,
Kidderminster Police Safer
Neighbourhood Team received

reports of a person acting suspi-
ciously in Forge Lane, Blakedown.

A blue Ford Kuga with two men
in the car was seen approaching the
property and a person had a device
in their hand, holding it up towards
the property.

A resident was concerned the
people in the car may have been
looking to target keyless vehicles
by attempting to capture keyless
car fob signals.

Following the incidents, offic-
ers have urged people to remain
vigilant - ensuring cars are always
locked when being left unattended
for any amount of time.

It is also suggested drivers use
steering locks and, if they have
keyless entry cars, keep the fobs
in a Faraday pouch or metal tin so
the signal cannot be captured by
opportunist thieves.

Officers from Kidderminster

Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
have also urged witnesses or any-
one with information or doorbell
footage to call them on 101 or
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Residents are also asked to report
any suspicious behaviour in their
area by calling 101 or 999 if a
crime is in progress.

‘You shall go to the ball’ -

Age UK helps prom-goers

Suits suitable for school and college proms are also available. s

News in brief

AN APPEAL has been launched by
Stourport Police for the public’s help on
tracking down illegal riders of electric/
scrambler bikes which have been blight-
ing the town.

Stourport Police Safer Neighbourhood
Team have received numerous reports of
anti-social riding and those on the bikes
have no helmets or registration plates
which means they are breaking the law.

The flowerbeds at Lickhill Memorial
Park were destroyed by an unknown per-
son riding illegal electric bikes over them
on Saturday (May 31).

FIREFIGHTERS put out two blazes in the
open in Kidderminster, just hours apart.

In the first at 12.14pm on Monday, a
crew from Wyre Forest Fire Station were
called to an area off Jubilee Drive.

The fire involved 10m of trees and
undergrowth. It was extinguished using a
water jets before a thermal imaging cam-
era was used to check for any hot spots
and ensure the fire did not reignite.

There were no casualties and no other
emergency services were required. The

And this afternoon, attendants were
there repairing the damage and replacing
the flowers.

They were approached by a youth on
an electric bike who threatened to return
later and cause further damage.

A spokesperson said: “We are reach-
ing out to members of the public for help
on tracing where these bikes are being
kept and who is riding them.”

People can report incidents to 101 or
call 999 if a crime is in progress.

incident was dealt with by 12.44pm.

And a crew from Wyre Forest Fire
Station was called around 6pm, also
on Monday, to a blaze at the recreation
ground in Heronswood Park.

The small fire involved a quantity of
wood, which was extinguished using
backpacks and buckets of water.

There were no casualties and no other
emergency services were required.

The incident was dealt with at 6.45pm.

STUDENTS looking for prom out-
fits which ‘don’t cost the Earth’ in
more ways than one can pick up
their attire at a Kidderminster char-
ity shop.

The Age UKBromsgrove, Redditch
and Wyre Forest (BRWF) store in
Walter Nash Road has a number of
dresses in a range of sizes.

Some are new with tags while
others are pre-loved with names
including Coast, Lipsy, and Little
Mistress, Boutique. Anyone who
buys their outfit from the store will
be helping Age UK BRWF provide
its range of services to older people
living in north Worcestershire.

As well as helping prom-goers to
look amazing, the purchase will be
affordable and sustainable.

Visit: ageuk.org.uk/brwf/shops for
more information.

Age UK
BRWF’s
Kidderminster
shop manager
| Lisa Howard

with one of the
many prom
dresses people
can buy in-
store. s

CARMAS 96

DVLA APPROVED CAR AND COMMERCIAL RECYCLING CENTRE
WANTED - CARS, VANS, PICKUPS, LORRIES, HORSEBOXES, FORKLIFT TRUCKS, etc.

SCRAP CARS,
GOOD CARS, VANS,
PICK UPS & LORRIES

SCRAP CARS ARE ISSUED
WITH A DVLA CERTIFICATE
OF DESTRUCTION BY LAW

TEL: 01562 60450
MOB: 07836 567434

carmas96.com

30 YEARS SERVING THE WYRE FOREST
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Present year two pupils at Wilden All Saints CE Primary School enjoying reading

books from the school library. s

Inspiring school remembered in will

A STOURPORT school
which inspired a pupil to
enjoy a lifelong love of
books has received a heart-
felt £1,000 bequest in her
will.

Brenda Jones, who died aged
78, still remembered Wilden All
Saints CE Primary School, which
she attended in the 1950s. In her
will, she detailed how ‘fortunate’
she was to attend a ‘wonderful’
school.

She added: “The school inspired
my lifelong love of books and
reading and in recognition of
that, I would like a gift to be
made to the school to purchase
books for the present pupils to
read and enjoy.”

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

Her daughter, Lisa Jones, said
the years at Wilden had been a
‘transformational experience’ for
her mum, who lived in the village
until moving to Lancaster with
her late husband Trevor about
25 years ago to be nearer their
son Simon.

Lisa said: “The school offered
mum access to books which she
didn’t have at home and it was an
exciting place to be.

“She remembered so fondly the
days out and traditions like the
annual Thomas Jones Day.

“There was one particular
teacher who really believed in

Keen walker Brenda
Jones in later life. s

her and gave the confidence
to sit the 11-plus and earn a
place at Kidderminster Grammar
School, with the help of a charity
paying for her uniform.”

Brenda had to get a job rather
than stay on at school to take
her A-Levels, but undeterred, she
finally took them when she was
in her 40s.

She also passed on her love
of learning to her two children -
both of them went to university
and Lisa is now the headteach-
er of a secondary school in
Hertfordshire.

Charlotte McDonald, head of
Wilden All Saints CR Primary
School, said: “It’s wonderful to
hear how our lovely school had

Children at the school, including Brenda, during a royal visit in the

area. s

such an impact on Brenda's life
and I'm sure she’d be thrilled to
know how that tradition lives on
at Wilden.

“Only recently, Ofsted inspec-
tors highlighted that reading is at
the heart of our learning, in rat-
ing us ‘outstanding’ in all areas.

“We are in the process of refur-
bishing our library, so this gener-
ous donation will be put to good
use and I'm sure Brenda’s story
will inspire our current pupils.”

Brenda also left a gift in her
will to All Saints Church, Wilden,
where her grandparents Martin
and Violet Taylor are buried.

Brenda Jones at Wilden All
Saints CE Primary School. s
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Call and book your

FREE Robotic
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Crowcroft House Farm
Crowcroft, Leigh Sinton, Malvern WR13 5ED
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Email: Isgm@btconnect.com
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rallying call to keep
‘dying’ river healthy

A PROCESSION and
service will take
place in Bewdley next
Sunday, June 15, to
recognise the cur-
rent condition of the
river and to celebrate
what it could be in
the future.

The ‘Remember Our
River’ event is being
held as part of the Wyre
Forest’s SustFest 25 and
will feature members of
the local WI and Bewdley
Rowing Club, along with
local anglers.

They have issued a ral-
lying call to everyone who
cares about the river to
meet at lpm on the riv-

erside near Dog Lane car
park.
Those gathered will

progress along the river
to Jubilee Gardens where
there will be a service,
led by the Rector of St
Annes, followed by the
opportunity to have a pic-
nic. People can bring their
own food or buy it from
the Garden Kitchen Cafe

OMmmuni ies

- b"u Lon

in river-themed outfits or
take along handmade fish
on poles.

Dee Edwards, chair of
CARP, said: “This event is
a rallying cry for all local
concerned people to show
our MP, Severn Trent,
local farmers and the
Environment Agency that
we want to work together
to restore our river to good
ecological health.

“It’s no good standing
on the sidelines watching
the rapid death and decline
of our beautiful river. It’s
time now to act together —
there is strength in unity.’

At a recent meet-

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Campaigners issue

Pollution, asked the 63
attendees to say what they
thought about the state of
the River Severn in their
area. Responses were var-
ied but invariably nega-
tive.

One said: “I fear there’s a
health risk and it prevents
people using the river to
improve their health, for
example water sports.”

Anotheradded: “Pollution
from intensive farming is
affecting the whole eco
system.”

And another added: “I
am very concerned about
the fast-growing effect of
pollution on wildlife and
human life.

“Indeed the whole ‘cir-
cle of life’ is being affect-
ed and made toxic. The
Severn should be a healthy
river again for future gen-
erations.”

A rower who would love
to be able to swim in the
Severn highlighted the
‘lack of biodiversity’ and
the ‘hazard to everyone’s
health’.

CARP has been working

levels of harmful chemi-
cals. With the resources
it had, it was hard to tell
if these were from sewage
spills or agricultural run
off, adding: “Possibly it’s a
combination of the two.”

From testing for chem-
icals and observing and
assessing the shocking
lack of water weed, the
group is now moving onto
identifying the invertebrate
life in the water which will
also indicate the health of
the river.

The next step is to create
a group of river stewards
who will monitor the river
by looking for visual signs
which show that there has
been a sewage spill.

CARP added: “From evi-
dence around the world it
is clear that nature has a
way of healing the damage
that mankind inflicts upon
it and working together
our river can recover from
the sad, dying state it is
currently in.”

Visit events.sustfest
wyreforest.org/ for more
on SustFest and the
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and visit stalls. Attendees ing in Bewdley, CARP, over the past 18 months by ‘Remember Our River’
are also urged to dress Communities Against River testing the waters for high event.
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SHOW & LONDON
Departing Sat 23 Aug ‘25

from her early life of poverty to
musical, with a score full of icon
Don’t Cry For Me Argentina.
Your break includes

v/ Return coach travel from

EVITA AT THE PALLADIUM MATINEE

Join us for a performance Evita at the
Palladium Theatre, telling the story of Eva Perdn,

office in Argentina. Don’t miss this spectacular

the highest

ic songs like

ROYAL MINT, BRECON MOUNTAIN
RAIL & BRISTOL HARBOUR CRUISE
Departing Mon 8 Sep ‘25

We enjoy the Royal Mint Experience and go
behind the scenes to follow the journey of a
coin, from blank to bank, and travel through
spectacular landscapes on one of the most
popular railway routes in Wales. We also visit the
Welsh capital of Cardiff.

Your break includes

v/ Return coach travel from

15 June 2025

REMEMBER
OUR RIVER

Join a river procession and
service to honour and help revive
our River Severn.

Kidderminster, Stourport

Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3

or JG4 rating) outside London with full
English breakfast

Grand Circle ticket (matinee performance)
Free time in London for shopping

& sightseeing

Ticket upgrades available

Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ 4 nights at the Holiday Inn, Newport (JG3
rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢/ Heritage train journey on the
Brecon Mountain Railway

¢ Scenic drive through the
Brecon Beacons National Park

v/ Cruise around Bristol Harbour

v Excursions to the Royal Mint Experience
& Cardiff

v

v
v

5 Days by Coach on@ E539

Single Supplement £125

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £1 69
Single Supplement £50
The s are subjed 8 (01

s & conditions. o

anng a anol
Pick up localion may incur @

L pr
dller which
details.

Visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

33 numbers are free within inclusive minute

packages otherwise standard rates apply.

n justgohols

Hear how polluted our river is and discover
how you can help restore it. There will be a
climate choir performance and river-inspired
activities for all.

1:00: Meet by Dog Lane Car Park (DY12 2EF)
1:30: Service at Jubilee Gardens (DY12 2DW)

Dress in river-theme or bring handmade fish

on poles!
%

CARP

Picnic in the gardens. Refreshments
at Garden Kitchen Café.
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ally opened the Broadwaters Dingle Play Park last Friday. Pictures by Adam Carrigan. RIGHT: How the park looks from above. s

New play area officially opened

A NEW play area at Broadwaters
Mills Park was officially opened
by Mayor of Kidderminster, Coun
Doug Hine, last Friday.

The Broadwaters Dingle Play Park’s
unveiling fittingly coincided with the
May half-term and will now provide
an exciting environment for children
and families to enjoy.

The area boasts new equipment
and a fresh design, providing a won-
derful community spot for fun, play
and making memories.

A Kidderminster Town Council
spokesperson said: “The stunning flo-
ral arrangements are lovingly main-

tained by the Friends of Broadwaters
Mill Park — a huge thank you once
again for all your hard work and dedi-
cation in keeping the park looking its
best all year round.

“Your efforts are truly appreciated
by the whole community.

“A special thank you to Adam
Cardigan for kindly providing the
wonderful photos from the day.

“It was a fantastic community occa-
sion — thank you to everyone who
came along to show their support.”

And they urged families to head
down to the area to see the new
equipment and look for themselves.

Coun Hine said he was delighted to
have been given the chance to open
the play area.

“We've called it Broadwaters
Dingle, which means a a deep wood-
ed valley or dell.

“It has been creatively put together
by our parks and services team and I
hope the children of the area enjoy it
for many years to come.

“Tam particularly happy to see some
inclusive play equipment installed so
people of all abilities can use them.”

‘What do you think of the new play
area? Email: editor@kidderminster-
standard.co.uk with your views.

-

c ROWBERRYS

Our Restaurant

serves a wide variety of
home-cooked meals, breakfasts,
puddings, cakes and afternoon teas

Hot ;’ood is served
8.30am till 3.30pm daily!

Brighten up vour garden
with our selection of bedding
plants, hanging baskets and

pla

Top quality home grown plants

@ affordable prices!

Warning after vehicle stolen

A GREY Toyota Hilux
Invincible was stolen from
Bewdley overnight between
5.45pm last Wednesday and
6.40am last Thursday.

The vehicle, which has the
partial registration ‘SL66’
was parked up secure in
the Kidderminster Road,
Bewdley area and taken by
thieves without keys.

Following the incident,
police have issued a warning
to drivers of key-less cars to

consider placing the fob in
a Faraday pouch or metal
tin so the signal cannot be
captured.

Officers also suggest fit-
ting a quality steering lock
to the vehicle at all times
when its not in use, even for
a short time.

‘Witnesses or anyone with
information should call police
on 101 or Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5:00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

TN The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003

SN
5

savoury snacks

"We keep ou
Family owned Farm Shop

stocked with seasonal fresh fruit, vegetables
and grocery items.

Our deli is stocked with sweet treats,

Our Butchery offers a wide selection of local &
British meats and we even have a fresh fish counter.

and cheeses.

R ]
E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬁﬁnd us on Facebook

~ fa

ke
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LEFT: Alastair’s son Harry (left), chairman Martin
¢ Tucker (middle) and Alastair’s widow Karen
(right) unveil the bench. ABOVE AND RIGHT:
Action from the Alastair Mcintyre memorial
match. Pictures by Sara Jennings.

Club remembers stalwart Ali

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

STOURPORT Hockey Club
have unveiled a memorial
bench dedicated to former
club chairman Alastair
Mclntyre.

Alastair passed away at the age
of 61 in December following a
short illness.

He served as chairman of
Stourport between 1997 and
2000, overseeing the club’s move
from its old Tan Lane site to its
current home as part of Stourport
Sports Club.

Alastair’s son Harry and widow
Karen joined current Stourport
chairman, Martin Tucker, to

unveil the bench, which over-
looks the pitches at Stourport’s
Kingsway home.

Mr Tucker delivered a short

Karen starts the match by passing
the ball back to her son Harry.

speech upon unveiling the bench
which also contains a personal-
ised plaque featuring a tribute to
Alastair.

It was followed by a match
between an Ali McIntyre Memorial
XI against a Stourport men’s 6th
XI.

The game began with Karen
passing the ball back to Harry
while both teams included many
current and former Stourport
players.

The match ended in a 4-4 draw
with friends and family retiring to
the bar afterwards to reminisce
about Alastair’s contribution to
the club.

Karen said: “The memorial
match was a happy and very spe-
cial day.

“Seeing so many people, both
players and spectators, remem-
bering Mac was heart-warming.
Thank you all.

“The memorial bench, craft-
ed by Wyre Forest Community
Land Trust, is a beautiful tribute
where we can all sit a little while
and remember a wonderful hus-
band and father and dedicated
and loved member of Stourport
Hockey Club.

“Many thanks to Steve Taylor
and all involved in organising the
day.”

Mr Tucker added: “It was a fab-
ulous day to see so many people
turn out to remember Ali - both

on and off the pitch. Ali was a tre-
mendous servant of the club over
many years. Not only did he take
the responsibility as chairman for
a period of time, he found time to
contribute to the club in all sorts
of different ways from helping
to organise events and tours to
captaining teams and chairing
selection committees.

“He was one of those people
who gave his time freely and to
put it simply, he got the sort of
stuff done that benefited others.

“It was a shock to us all that
he left us way too soon, but the
game on the pitch and the social-
ising in the bar after was a fitting
tribute to a man who gave more
than most to Stourport Hockey
Club.”

ome and see and drive the latest range of Ford E
i u Ll v = v Vi 1 A Z

day 20th—Monday 23rd June
Malvern # Kidderminster

J— -—‘—'

4 0% APR
Representative available

% Up to £4,000 Deposit
Allowance available

www.hillsford.co.uk/offers/ev-event/

Tel. 01684 892 345
169-171 Newtown Road, Malvern, WR14 1PJ

MTCR Marketing LTD Trading as Hills Ford is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender and may receive a commission for this purpose. Mileage limits and excess
charges apply - please ask for details. Retail only. Images on the offers are for illustration purposes and may well change dependent on the madel purchased.

ectric Vehicles /=

¥ FREE Supply & Fitting of Charging Wall Box*
; FREE 10,000 Miles of EV Charging Credit*

¥ 5 Years’' FREE Servicing

% 5 Years' FREE Roadside Assistance

Scan to Book
Your Space at

the Ford EV Event

*Available to eligible retail customers with purchases of new Ford all-electric passenger cars contracted by 30th June 2025. Excludes Nl and Channel Islands. E&OE.

X fd © @in
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News in brief

KIDDERMINSTER’S head-
line event for this year’s
SustFest Wyre Forest takes
place tomorrow (Saturday,
June 7) at The Old Court,
Worcester Street.

Entry is free to the family-
friendly fun day which runs
from 11am to 2pm. and
entry is free.

This event will be packed
with eco-themed activities,
including arts and crafts,
upcycling stalls, and deli-
cious home-baked treats.

People will be able to meet
local animal charities, pick
up useful tips on how to live
a greener lifestyle and enjoy
food and live entertainment,

The activities are guaran-
teed to keep visitors of all
ages engaged and provide a
fun way to learn more about
sustainability and support-
ing the local community.

Visit: events.sustfest-
wyreforest.org for more on
SustFest.

A CHILDREN'S table
top sale will take place at
the Wolverley Memorial
Community Cafe between
10am and 2pm this Sunday,
June 8.

Admission to the event is
free and donations are wel-
come.

The cafe will be open for
everyone and there will be
breakfast sandwiches avail-
able (whilst stocks last).

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Pictures sought as part
of Glorious anniversary

AN APPEAL for photographs
of crew members who died
in the Royal Navy’s biggest
loss of life has been made
ahead of the 85th anniver-
sary of the tragedy, writes
Neil Gordon.

The appeal comes from the GLARAC
Association which safeguards the
honour and memory of the 1,531
officers and men of HMS Glorious
and her two escorts, HMS Ardent
and HMS Acasta, who lost their
lives when sunk by German battle-
ships Scharnhorst and Gneisenau
in the Norwegian Sea on June 8,
1940.

Relatives of crew members are
also encouraged to come forward.

The appeal comes just weeks
after Class 50 diesel locomotive,
number 50033 named Glorious,
after HMS Glorious, was rededi-
cated at the Severn Valley Railway’s
Kidderminster Station in a ceremo-
ny to commemorate 85th anniver-
sary of the ship’s sinking.

Aircraft carrier HMS Glorious
was returning home after collecting
planes and personnel from Norway
when it sank in the Royal Navy’'s
worst Second World War loss.

A total of 1,207 of the 1,531
casualties were on Glorious, with
the sinking shrouded in controver-
sy and questions still unanswered
about why the ship travelled alone,
with Ardent and Acasta for protec-
tion, rather than sail with the main

convoy.

The Admiralty stated HMS
Glorious was low on fuel and had
completed its mission.

But questions also remain about
why Glorious had not posted any
lookouts and did not have any of its
planes readied for action.

Only 41 of the personnel on
Glorious survived the sinking, with
men and boys from the three ships
waiting over 24 hours to be res-
cued, which only came after the
Admiralty learned of the sinking on
German radio.

Aircraft carrier HMS Glorious which sank
in 1940 with the loss of over 1,500 lives. s

A GLARAC (GLorious, ARdent,
ACasta) spokesperson said: “This
episode was so embarrassing for
the Royal Navy, the 1946 Board of
Inquiry issued a 100-year secrecy
order.

“And while the secrecy order
has since been lifted and the files
have become available, they do not
explain why the secrecy order was
issued.

“Only recently hardly anyone had
heard of HMS Glorious due to the
secrecy order.”

Anyone who thinks they had a

relation involved in the tragedy can
visit: glarac.co.uk for a full crew
list.

People can email: garymar-
tin717@btinternet.com to submit
photographs or for more informa-
tion.

The spokesperson added: “Every
new photograph found is a bonus.”

The GLARAC Association is hold-
ing memorial events this weekend
in Plymouth to mark Sunday’s 85th
anniversary of the tragedy.

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

fability. Terms and conc

WINDOWS

tions apply. £1

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

or 6

months after installation,

spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

ap)

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 886750

SSTARWINDOWS.CO.UK

)0 and am

DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES
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Have your say
on shake-up to
local councils

RESIDENTS, businesses
and community groups
across Wyre Forest
and Worcestershire are
being urged to have their
say on local government
reorganisation.

Government proposals for
local government reorgani-
sation will affect all seven
councils in Worcestershire,
including Wyre Forest District
Council, and everyone is being
urged to get involved in the
public engagement consulta-
tion.

A four-week public engage-
ment exercise is running until
June 28 to gain feedback to
help councillors decide pro-
posals for what should replace
the existing councils.

Currently services in
Worcestershire are split.
Worcestershire County
Council provides county-wide
services, such as highways and
adult social care. Borough, city
and district councils such as
Wyre Forest District Council
provide localised services like
waste collections, planning,
leisure, and housing-related
services.

The Government wants

to replace this system with
a unitary structure where a
unitary council will provide
all services for a wider area
than Wyre Forest. The aim
is to make local government
simpler for residents, while
improving services and saving

money.
There are currently

two options proposed for

‘Worcestershire:

* 1. Replace all councils
with one unitary council. This
would replace the county
council and six district/city/
borough councils with a sin-
gle council for the whole of
‘Worcestershire. It would pro-
vide all services from collect-
ing waste to school admis-
sions.

* 2. Replace all councils
with two unitary councils.
This means the county would
be split into two new coun-
cils, with one for the north
of the county (Wyre Forest,
Bromsgrove and Redditch)
and one for the south of the
county (Wychavon, Worcester
and Malvern Hills). Each
council would be responsible
for all services in its part of
the county.

Town and parish councils

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

will remain but may have a
greater role in providing some
services and representing
local communities.

A dedicated website has
been created with more infor-
mation about the proposals
and a survey so people can
give their views.

Feedback will be used to
help decide which of the two
options to develop in detail
and put to the Government.

Final plans need to be
submitted by November 28,
2025.

Coun Marcus Hart, Leader
of Wyre Forest District
Council, said “Major chang-
es are planned for councils
across Worcestershire, and
we want our residents to help
us piece it together.

“While the district coun-
cil has already expressed its
support for a single unitary
council covering the whole of
Worcestershire, we are urging
the public, businesses, and
community groups to learn
more about the Government’s
proposals and to have a say on
who should deliver the serv-
ices we rely on every day.”

Visit shapeworcestershire.
org to find out more.

to mark
' milestone

THIS STUNNING
floral tribute has
been created by the
Stourport Town
Council’s Parks
Team.

The display,
which is located
at Stourport-
on-Severn’s War
Memorial on Vale
Road, has been put
together to commem-
orate the 80th anni-
versary of both VE
Day and the upcom-
ing VJ Day.

Flowers have
been put outside
the Anderson air
raid shelter — which
would have been
used in the Second
World War - and
the display depicts a
floral Spitfire flying
overhead.

The floral display near the War Memorial in Vale Road.
Picture courtesy of Stourport Town Council. s

Man facing Class A drugs charges

of Alum Rock Road,
Birmingham, appeared
at Kidderminster
Magistrates’ Court last
Thursday.

He was remanded in
custody until the hearing
on June 26.

in Kidderminster last
Wednesday.

Officers pulled over the
vehicle in Hussum Way
and what was believed to
be cocaine was found.

Sharafdin
Ahmadzai, aged 24,

A MAN will appear at
Worcester Crown Court
later this month after
being charged with pos-
session with intent to
supply class A drugs.
The charges follow
police stopping a car

Medallists
Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
Bromsgrove

Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd

Experts available Monday to Friday,
Saturday drop off service until 12.00pm.

Home visits for large collections available on request.

collectors@worcmedals.com

01527 835375 07889757199
124 High Street, Bromsgrove. B61 8HJ
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The craft fayre raised £500 for Amyloidosis UK research. s

Crafting a useful donation

A CHARITY craft fayre held in Stourport on
bank holiday Monday has raised $500 or
Amyloidosis UK research.

The event at the Severns Club featured a
variety of wares, including R&R Creations,
Ray’s Bakehouse, Bewdley Spirits, Dave’s
Designs, Wooden and Woolen and Felted
Frippery.

Among the hand-made items by talented
crafters were upcycled wooden toys and
trinkets, 3D printing, upcycled lamps, knit-
ted toys, handmade clocks and pens, felt-
ed animals, needlecraft, Macrame, artwork
and more Admission to the event was free
and there was a tombola to raise funds for
Amyloidosis.

Rachel, from Ray’s Bakehouse, said: “The
event went really well - we had lots of visitors
and lots of really lovely feedback.

“Many said they really enjoyed the range

of stalls and how talented and friendly the
stallholders were.

“It was a lovely atmosphere at the Severns
and with their new menus, visitors got to
enjoy a scrummy breakfast or lunch during
their visit.”

She added a few people asked what
Amyloidosis was, as they had never heard of
it, so it was good to raise awareness.

Amyloidosis, which is a group of rare condi-
tions where a protein called amyloid builds up
in the body. It can affect organs such as your
heart, kidneys, liver, nerves or digestive sys-
tem. It cannot be cured, but there are treat-
ments that may help with symptoms.

Ray’s Bakehouse, R&R Creations and oth-
ers among those at the Eco Family Day from
1lam to 2pm tomorrow (Saturday, June 7) at
the Old Court House in Kidderminster as part
of SustFest.
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Wartime spirit
in musical show

A THEATRICAL youth group will
commemorate the 80th anniver-
sary of the end of the Second
‘World War through a perform-
ance of Lionel Bart’s ‘Blitz!’.

Kidderminster  Operatic and
Dramatic Youth Section (KODYS) for
children aged 10 to 18 across Wyre
Forest will stage the stirring produc-
tion.

Performances will run at 7.30pm
each evening from June 26 to 28
with a Saturday matinee as well at
2.30pm.

The musical is set during the
London blitz and the production cel-
ebrates those who lived through one
of the most grim periods in British
history.

Director Scott Denton said: “Blitz!
is not only a celebration of British
tenacity, but also a moving reminder
of the power of community and com-
passion.

“Our cast has worked incredibly
hard to bring this story to life, and
we can’t wait to share it with audi-
ences.”

This latest show follows on from
the group’s successful performances
of hit musical ‘Bugsy Malone’ and
another musical concert in January
of the same year.

The young people will be accompanied on
stage by a band of professional musicians,
courtesy of musical director Russell Painter,
as they bring the stories of two British fami-
lies - one Cockney, the other Jewish - to audi-
ences as written by famous composer Lionel
Bart, the genius behind ‘Oliver!’.

Tickets are available from The Rose Theatre
box office by visiting rosetheatre.co.uk or by
calling 01562 743745.

The Kidderminster Operatic and
Dramatic Youth Section cast will put on
Lionel Bart’s Blitz at the Rose Theatre.
Picture by Colin Hill. s

Forestry England

Explore

England’s largest woodland

National Nature Reserv

has

something for everyone.

Whether you're looking for a peaceful place
to spot wildlife, or a family adventure,
step into the beauty of Wyre Forest.

For more information:

Ei Wyre Forest
0300 067 4935
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20TH y ANNINERSARY TOUR

AN EVENING OF CLASSIC PINK FLOYD INCLUDING
DARK SIDE OF THE MOON AND WISH YOU WERE HERE
IN THEIR ENTIRETY IN GLORIOUS QUADRAPHONIC SOUND

BEST SHOW OF THE YEAR A VERITABLE FLOYD-FEST VISUALLY STRIKING
NATIONAL SPACE CENTRE SHROPSHIRE STAR NORTH WEST END
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SATURDAY 5 JULY 2025

SHOW START 7.30PM « TICKETS: WWW.ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK :-3 AT

FOR MORE INFO VISIT: WWW.DARKSIDEFLOYDSHOW.COM
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Rowbottom roars to first BTCC
race win of season at Snetterton

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

DAN Rowbottom claimed
his first British Touring Car
Championship (BTCC) vic-
tory of the season in style
at Snetterton.

The Kidderminster driver fin-
ished fourth in race one to just
miss out on a place on the podi-
um.

However, Rowbottom roared to
victory in race two as he held off
Adam Morgan to cross the line
just 0.355 seconds ahead of the
Team Vertu driver.

Rowbottom, who drives for
NAPA Racing UK, finished the
weekend with a 17th place finish
to sit fourth in the drivers’ stand-
ings on 85 points.

The race win is Rowbottom’s
third in the BTCC and the
Kidderminster driver wants to
challenge for the title this sea-
son.

Rowbottom said: “It was good,
we couldn’t really not win, we had
a soft tyre and we started in P4,
there was a lot of pressure but the
guys delivered a fantastic car.

“We worked really hard on a dif-
ferent path for our setup and it’s
working really well so far.

“All credit to the team, it’s more
them than me, I just point it in the
right direction.

“We had to manage [the turbo
boost] a little bit at the end, we
were really counting down the
clock.

“I made the choice with one lap
to go to use all of the boost to try
and keep the gap, it very nearly
didn’t work.

“The car has been fantastic all
weekend. We want to win races,

and my target is to challenge for
the championship at the end of
the day.

“I've finally got a car I'm actu-
ally enjoying driving, we're get-
ting there now.”

The 36-year-old fended off a
number of challengers to claim
his first win of the season.

Rowbottom engaged in a battle
with Daniel Lloyd for the race lead
as the two drivers swapped places
more than once.

Morgan then went in pursuit of
Rowbottom and had more turbo
boost available in the final two
laps.

However, Rowbottom defended
superbly, using every inch of the
track, to stay ahead until the
chequered flag fell.

Rowbottom’s teammate Dan
Cammish won the first race of
the weekend while NAPA Racing’s
Ash Sutton also finished on the
podium in third.

And Sutton found himself on the
podium again in race three as he
finished second.

The BTCC season continues at
Thruxton on the weekend of June
7 and 8.

LEFT: Daniel Rowbottom on
the podium at Snetterton.
Pictures by Darren Price.

BELOW: Rowbottom on the
track at Snetterton.
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**NOW AVAILABLE*+

Refresh your kitchen 4! MONTHS

with a Simple but INTEREST FREE CRED|T

ENJOY YOUR LUXURY KITCHEN NOW - pay LATER

stunning makeover &

Subject to status, terms and
conditions apply.

Joe’s Doors can transform your kitchen by replacing
doors, panels and trims. Choose from a wide range of
kitchen styles for a cost-effective, fuss-free service that
can be completed in under two days... and best of all
you don’'t even need to empty the cupboards!

Enjoy your stunning kitchen makeover now and pay
later with our 24 months interest-free credit. Book
today for a quick, beautiful kitchen makeover.

v/ No need to empty cupboards —= = ~
v/ No mess, no fuss [

v/ Most fitted in a day ‘l

v Made to measure

AS SEENONTV « PROUDLY MADEIN THEUK « FAMILY RUN BUSINESS -

Transform your worktops with Quartzize stone overlays

Why replace your worktops when this unique quartz
overlay simply fits over your existing surface.
Here are some of the amazing benefits:

* Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

« Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.
« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.
» Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

(QUARTZIZE I « Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

*Limited pericd promofional voucher. T and C's apply.

FITS OVER YOUR FULLY FITTED
EXISTING WORKTOP NATIONWIDE
Just three simple steps to transform your existing kitchen: ok A ok ok ok k ********
JUNE BONUS
You choose from our range We'll book a date to [ e

We take some
measurements... of doors and worktops... transform your kitchen.

< ' @ CHOICE OF
| COLOURS

FREE SINK

WORTH OVER £229°

01562 610289 - joesdoors.co.uk Fsant s vouhertour Homeconstat

on the day of your Quartzize survey.

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 92.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience.
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by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

KIDDERMINSTER and
Stourport Athletics Club ath-
letes won 21 gold medals at
the Worcestershire County
Athletics Championships.

The club won 21 gold, seven
silver and three bronze medals
at the Alan Moreton Track in
Stourport.

Club athlete Adrian James took
gold in the 300m hurdles and
also topped the podium in the
200m.

James is the number one ath-
lete in the country in the over-
60s category in the 300m hur-

es.

And his 200m victory also saw
James produce the leading time
in the event in his age category
in the United Kingdom this year.

In the under-20 men’s event,
Seb Hubbard took 400m gold
while Logan Morgan finished
second in the 100m to claim
silver.

And Harriet Williams won the
100m in the under-20 women'’s
category while Libby Oliver won
the 100m in the senior women'’s
race.

Under-17 athlete Ted Freeman
won three gold medals after
coming out on top in the javelin,
hammer and 100m hurdles.

And Will Freeman picked up
silver in the 75m hurdles and
bronze in the javelin.

Club athlete Emma Ross
claimed three gold medals after

triumphing in the 80m hurdles,
discus and javelin.

In the wunder-15 -category,
Nicole Bevan won the 100m while
Hattie Richards won the 1,500m
in the under-17 category.

And Amelia Jones took gold in
the under-20 3,000m with Will
Kennedy second in the under-20
1,500m.

In the under-13 competition,
Alicia Chorostowska took high
jump and 800m gold.

And Amelie Davis-Beard won
three silver medals in the shot
put, 800m and 200m.

Young athlete Imogen McCann
claimed bronze in the 1,500m
while Sophia Llewellyn won gold
in the under-15 hurdles and jave-
lin.

And Seren Macdonald celebrat-
ed triple gold after winning the
shot put, long jump and hurdles.

Further medals went to Tilda
Kiernan who came third in the
200m and Pippa Richards who
finished second in the 100m.

In the under-11 quad event,
Alicia Thompson produced a
strong performance in the long
jump, howler throw, 75m and

00m.

Club athlete Ava Freeman
won gold in the 400m hurdles
competing in the Warwickshire
County Championships.

RIGHT TOP: Adrian James
won double gold. s

RIGHT BOTTOM: Nicole Bevan
won 100m gold in the under-
15 category. s

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Athletes win glut of medals

O gl X

Kidderminster and Stourport’s under-11 girls celebrate their suc-
cess at the Worcestershire County Championships. s

6- / * * Kk Kk ‘. Trustpilot
Holidays : . g

©AlIstom

s 13 y
RAILWAY 200: BORDERS COUNTRY JUST FOR ONE DAY
THE GREATEST GATHERING OF VERA’S NORTHUMBRIA THE LIVE AID MUSICAL & LONDON
LOCOMOTIVES & BARNARD CASTLE Departing Sat 23 Aug ‘25, Sat 20 Sep ‘25,

Sat 15 Nov ‘25, Sat 22 Nov ‘25, Sat 29 Nov ‘25

Don’t miss the stirring story of Live Aid and how music united
the world! With songs by Diana Ross, Bob Dylan, David Bowie,
The Who, Queen, Elton John, The Police, Paul McCartney,

The Pretenders, Status Quo, Sade, The Boomtown Rats,
Ultravox and more.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

Departing Fri 1 Aug ‘25 Departing Mon 1 Sep ‘25

Come and celebrate the 200" anniversary of the modern On this five-day break, we journey to some of the filming
railway at The Greatest Gathering! Hosted by Alstom’s historic locations for the TV series Vera along the Tyneside Coast to
Derby Litchurch Lane Works, this promises to be the UK’s discover the dramatic beauty and heritage of the North East,
biggest gathering of trains, showcasing the past, present and  from Barnard Castle to the Durham Dales and the rugged
future of our railways. Scottish Borders.

SO MUCH INCLUDED... SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport ¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with dinner ¢ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Newcastle Quayside (JG3 rating) v z\{ﬁ]m)'gv:‘.ttEtgi’egi?azflccmd hotel outside London (JG3 or JG4
& breakfast with dinner & breakfast 76 il irdi i . :
¢/ Admission to The Greatest Gathering ¢ Blue Badge guided tour of Vera's Northumbria (Amble, Newbiggin, rand Circle ticket (evening per ovma.nce) )
Blyth, Seaton Sluice, St Mary’s Island, Tynemouth, Whitley Bay v/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

& Newcastle-upon-Tyne)

¢/ Blue Badge guided Borders Country tour (Ford, Etal, Coldstream,
Kelso & Jedburgh)

¢/ Blue Badge guided tour of the Durham Dales, North Pennines,
Barnard Castle & Teesdale

Member 7022

s\LVER
2 Days by Coach OVL@ £169 5 Days by Coach m/(@ £429 2 Days by Coach on@ £189 s
Single Supplement £50 Single Supplement £125 Single Supplement £45 ‘%ﬂ)s
BEST COMPANY

For more information, or to book, please call or visit us online at H justgohols ] 5 6ol H onded C0a X COACHTORNG oULAYS
. . Orga L A ’ @ —

93332 342 514_- Quote 056 justgoholidays.com/OSG i o | AvTOT RN

s t.(ho cesa
s apply d wrast 2 for full Jetail. v

are free within inclusive minutes package
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120 streets
join up for
county’s Big
Garage Sale

‘THE BIG Worcestershire
Garage Sale’ which is now
in its third year is going
from strength-to-strength
and already has 120 streets
signed up to take part.

The event is the brainchild of
estate agency Nicol and Co and
this year’s event takes place next
Saturday, June 14.

The Big Worcestershire Garden
Sale gives people who have items
they no longer need and use to
declutter and offer them for sale.
At the same time, people who need
items for their home can pick up
some bargain items.

Matt Nicol, managing director of
Nicol and Co, has also just recorded
a new podcast with Kath Holmes
from Uncluttered by Kath, giving
expert tips on how people can
declutter in advance of the garage
sale. The popular event, which
brings communities together from
across the county, was launched by
Nicol and Co in 2023, and last year
around 500 householders took part
from a total of 125 streets.

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

Mr Nicol said: “There was a loud
cheer across our offices when we
confirmed the latest tally of 100-
plus streets taking part on Saturday,
June 14.

“There are already hundreds of
householders busy decluttering for
what will be another great day of
bargain hunting, treasure finding
and charitable giving — all from the
comfort of their own driveways.

“They will be offering everything
from antiques and collectibles to
clothing, toys homeware and other
unwanted goodies.

“Lots of householders are return-
ing for what will be the second or
third year running, although plenty
of first-timers new to the concept
have also signed up.

“It’s with first-timers in mind that
we’ve recorded our new podcast
with Kath Holmes, a professional
organiser who lives and breathes
decluttering.

“Whether your loft is bursting or

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Matt Nicol, managing director of Nicol and Co, has recorded a p

dcast with Kath Hol
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from Uncluttered

by Kath to provide some expert tips. s

your spare room’s become a stor-
age unit, Kath’s got the tips to help
you clear the clutter and turn your
unwanted items into cash.”

Visit this story on our website
and click through the link at the
bottom to listen to the new Just
Local podcast episode with Matt
and Kath.

Mr Nicol added: “The Big
Worcestershire Garage Sale is a fun
and sustainable way to make space
in your homes, meet neighbours
and find amazing bargains, and
we're hoping for the biggest turn-
out ever for this year’s event.”

Everyone taking part in ‘The Big
Worcestershire Garage Sale’ has
the option of donating a portion of
their sales or making a direct con-
tribution to St Richard’s Hospice.

Nicol and Co has a fundrais-
ing target of £25,000 towards the
§12million St Richard’s Hospice
needs to raise every year to provide
free care.

The estate agency already makes
regular donations to St Richard’s
via its community fund, with the
total donations to date already over
£23,000.

The £25,000 the company aims to

raise from ‘The Big Worcestershire
Garage Sale’ would be in addition
to this.

Also, any quality unsold items
can be dropped off at the end
of the day at designated collec-
tion points from where Warren’s
Removals, which has kindly donat-
ed its vans to help, will deliver to
St Richard’s charity shops across
Worcestershire.

Visit nicolandco.co.uk/the-big-
worcestershire-garage-sale/  for
more on the event and to see a map
showing which streets are taking
part.

KIDDERMINSTER
ROOFING SERVICES

Kidderminster Roofing Services

We believe we are Kidderminster's leading roofing
company.

Call us for a competitive

quotation with no obligation

Our family run roofing team have been providing
roofing solutions for over 10 years to both residential
and commercial customers in Kidderminster, Bewdley,

Stourport on Severn, Worcester

and all surrounding areas.

* Roof Repairs

* New roof installations
* Flat roofs

* Lead work

01562 227105
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Find out
more about
the chance
of being a
volunteer

PEOPLE across
Worcestershire can find out
more about volunteering with
the county council by visiting
the authority’s website.

Volunteering is a great way
for people to get involved and
make a difference in their
area.

Other benefits inclded gain-
ing new skills, making new
friends and creating new
opportunities for people to
get to know their community
and the people who live in it.

A number of the county
council’s services are sup-
ported by volunteers and
work with the authority as a
vital part of how it supports
the local communities.

People can volunteer with
the countryside service, at
museums and libraries and in
archives and archaeology.

Worcestershire Health
Champions work with
‘Worcestershire Public Health
and the ‘Let’s Waste Less’ vol-
unteers work helping waste
prevention.

Visit: worcestershire.gov.
uk/council-services/commu-
nities/volunteering for more
information on volunteering
and the roles available.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Taking the time to thank
those who help hospitals

HOSPITAL staff and patients
are saying a huge thank you to
the hundreds of volunteers who
help keep health services run-
ning smoothly this Volunteers’
Week.

As well as hosting a series of thank
you lunches for the 309 volunteers
who give up their time to provide
vital support across the Alexandra,
Kidderminster and Worcestershire
Royal Hospitals, a series of ‘appre-
ciation stations’ are being set up
across the sites to celebrate their
huge contribution.

The week is also an opportunity to
encourage and invite more people
to give their time to make a differ-
ence at their local hospital, with two
new rewarding volunteering oppor-
tunities available at Worcestershire
Acute Hospitals NHS Trust.

At Worcestershire Royal Hospital,
a new Peony Volunteer Service is
being launched, focused on support-
ing people nearing the end of their
life. The service is possible thanks
to the support of Worcestershire
Acute Hospitals Charity.

Rachel Colthurst, Peony volun-
teer coordinator, said: “We're really
proud to be working in partnership
with the Anne Robson Trust charity
to set up and run a team of special-
ist volunteers to provide bedside
companionship to patients in their
final days and hours, and emotional
support to the patients’ visitors.

“The work these volunteers do

will be vital in supporting people
facing the end of their life and
those around them.”

Volunteers are also being recruit-
ed to a new Discharge Response
Volunteer (DRV) service at the
Alexandra Hospital, Redditch,
following the success of the
DRV service which launched at
‘Worcestershire Royal Hospital ear-
lier in the year.

Discharge Response Volunteers
provide a vital link between ward
staff and pharmacy teams, helping
speed up the discharge process for
patients who are ready to leave hos-

pital and go home - for example, by
helping to ensure medication gets
to the patient in a timely manner
— and play an essential part in help-
ing to ease pressures and improve
patient experience.

Janet Neate, volunteer manager
at Worcestershire Acute Hospitals
NHS Trust, said: “We're so thankful
for the tremendous amount of sup-
port our brilliant volunteers pro-
vide. In the last year alone this has
totalled more than 13,000 hours
across many areas of the hospitals,
including chaplaincy, patient rep-
resentatives, wayfinders, therapy

Staff and
Volunteers
from
Worcester-
shire Acute
Hospital
NHS Trust
celebrates
Volunteers’
Week. s

dog volunteers and breastfeeding
friends.

“Our new Discharge Response
Volunteer service at the Alexandra
Hospital and Peony Volunteer
Service at Worcestershire Royal
promise to provide an incredibly
rewarding opportunity, and we
would love to hear from anyone
interested in these roles.”

Call 01905 733159, visit: worc-
sacute.nhs.uk/volunteer or email:
wah-tr.volunteers@nhs.net  for
more information on the new roles
available or to contact the volun-
teer team.

BATHROOM, KITCHEN & BEDROOM DESIGN EXPRTS

Visit our showroom:
Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.00pm, Saturday 10am - 3pm
Unit 1 Aston Fields Trading Estate, Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DR

01527 576565
www.image-interiors.co.uk

Image Interiors
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DRINK UP: THE DATES of this
year's Bromsgrove Beer Festival
have been announced, along with
the chosen charity for the event.

The Redditch and Bromsgrove
branch of the Campaign for Real
Ale (CAMRA) will partner with the
Primrose Hospice to raise funds
at the event, which runs from July
3to 5.

The event, at Bromsgrove Rugby
Club’s Finstall Park HQ will feature
102 real ales, along with a selec-
tion of cider, perry and keykeg
beers.

This year’s festival commemo-
rates 50 years of Redditch and
Bromsgrove CAMRA and a spe-
cial commemorative glass, kindly
sponsored by Fownd Brewery of
Kidderminster, has been commis-
sioned for the event.

The festival launches with a
members’ preview afternoon from
ipm on the Thursday, July 3,
alongside brewers and licensees.

It will open to the public at 5pm
that day.

On the Friday the doors open
at 11am and live entertainment
kicks off on that afternoon with a
performance from Got2Sing Choir
at 4pm. Rock cover band The
Kemastree Set will be playing from
7.30pm to entertain the evening
visitors.

On the Saturday, the festival
opens again at 11am and will
showcase Blackwell Concert Band
at 1pm for a performance of festi-
val favourites, followed by singer-
songwriter Clare Portman who will
be playing a mixture of her own
music covers inspired by Alanis
Morissette and Roy Orbison.

The festival, run by volunteers,
enables real ale, perry and cider
connoisseurs to try new brews,
breweries to gain recognition and
support.

Visit bromsgrovebeerfestival.
org.uk for more information.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

aid of goo

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.
com

A WORCESTERSHIRE man
has today (June 6) set off on
an epic walk across the D-Day
beaches to fundraise for The
Grace Kelly Childhood Cancer
Trust (GKCCT) and SSAFA -
The Armed Forces Charity.

James’ daughter Emilia went
through a diagnosis of Aplastic
Anaemia and the family was given
help and support by The Grace Kelly
Childhood Cancer Trust.

He said: “I couldn’t think of two
better causes — The Grace Kelly
Childhood Cancer Trust made areal
difference for us as a f:

“As a veteran with many friends
still serving in the Royal Air Force
(RAF), I am in awe of the support
that SSAFA offers to serving mem-
bers of our armed forces, veterans
and their families.”

James, who is from Redditch, will
be wa]king more than 80km as part
of a group honouring the sacrifice
made 81 years ago on D-Day.

The battlefield expedition is being
organised by Challenge The Wild
and James will be joined by Ant

Middleton from Channel 4’s SAS:
‘Who Dares Wins, Andrew Jenkins
from the BBC’s The Traitors, Fia
Tarrant from Heart Radio and Toby
Tarrant from Radio X.

James’ daughter Emilia had a
stem cell transplant in September
2023 and James and the whole fam-
ily all had various forms of invalu-
able support from the GKCCT whilst
going through this difficult time. As
a family they took the decision early
on to share Emilia’s story and help

The Standard, Friday June 6, 2025

James sets off on
his D-Day walk in
causes

other families by also raising aware-
ness and funds for various charities
including the GKCCT.

James added: “I'm looking for-
ward to the challenge and will take
with me the pride in supporting such
wonderful charities that are so close
to our hearts.”

Anyone who wants to donate can
visit gofund.me/db6ac3b3 and search
for ‘ChallengeJim’ on YouTube.com
to follow his progress.
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Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

ect to application
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RENOVATE & RENEW

winbows PV

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

<O,
FRONT & BACK DOORS ¥
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

€(§|o
L) X \%7
03

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 886750

5§‘TF‘ARWINDOWS CO.UK

BUY NOW
PAY LATER

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

s
DOORS #Y
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES
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J%e RAVEN

A pub in the village of Claines close to Worcester run
by Frankie Owens’ Good Host Group.

We focus on good, relaxed pub food with interesting
wines, cocktails and beers. A public house with a rich
history, The Raven houses a restaurant, bar area and
beer garden and reopened 19th May 2025 after
extensive refurbishment.

A Good Host Group pub is full of eccentric British
charm with worldly sensibilities, we create unique,
welcoming and charming spaces. Perfect for first
dates and five-hundredth dates. For treating yourself
and treating each other. For quiet evenings and
sing-a-long nights. For roasts with the family and
drinks with the team. For passers by and treasured
locals. For old friends, new friends and friends you
haven’t met yet. For regulars, reunions and revellers.
For the good times.

TABLES ARE FILLING FAST
so visit www.theravenworcester.co.uk to book your spot today
or call 01905 978550

The Raven,

Droitwich Road, . @ theravenworcester
Worcester WR3 7SR &
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Ambulance service staff to share
inspiring tales in Pride Month

WEST Midlands Ambulance
Service (WMAS) is celebrat-
ing Pride Month 2025 with
the launch of its ‘Proud to Be
Here’ campaign.

Throughout June, WMAS will
share powerful stories that explore
what it means to be proud - be that
as part of an inclusive workplace,
to allow staff to express who they
are, proud to stand together as a
diverse team and deliver excellent
patient care.

It is a celebration of identity,
community and belonging, shining
a spotlight on LGBTQ+ colleagues
from across the trust.

Community

PROUD Network chair, Ash
Deakins, said: “Pride Month is
about celebrating our community
and acknowledging the contribu-
tions LGBTQ+ people make to the
world around us.

“At a time when for many in our
community, simply being able to
show up as their authentic selves
takes a lot of courage, Pride Month
couldn’t be more important and
serves to remind us how far society
has come, but how important it is
for us to keep moving forward.

“lI am incredibly proud to work
for an organisation that not only
recognises who I am, but welcomes
and embraces diversity within it

FOCUS ON VOLUNTEERS:
PEOPLE who work and volunteer
at West Midlands Ambulance
Service (WMAS) are stepping into
the spotlight during Volunteers
Week.

The trust has over 500 patient-
facing volunteers and more than
500 staff who give up their time
to support the service and their
colleagues in voluntary positions
across the Region.

From Community First
Responders who are often first
on the scene of a 999 call, to
BASICS emergency medics who

provide advanced clinical care
at the roadside, the front-line
volunteers are a vital part of the
emergency response team.

As well as emergency patients,
there’s a dedicated team of
Patient Transport Service (PTS)
volunteer car drivers who ensure
patients get to vital appointments
safely and comfortably.

Voluneers Week lasts from
Monday to Sunday (June 8) and
throughout the week, WMAS will
be showcasing the variety of vol-
unteers across their Social Media
channels, highlighting the diverse

ways they contribute and the
impact they have.

Trust chairman Professor Ian
Cumming said: “We have a tremen-
dous number of people who go
above and beyond every single day,
often quietly and without recogni-
tion, to volunteer to help make this
the organisation that it is.

“Volunteers’ Week is our
chance to say thank you — not
Jjust for what they do, but for who
they are. They are an essential
part of our ambulance family. To
each and every one of you, thank
you.”

WMAS staff are coming
together to mark PRIDE
month. s

— and to be able to support our
people to be their authentic selves,
be visible and make their contribu-
tion to making our organisations
and communities a more inclusive
space is a privilege.”

The trust’s commitment to inclu-
sion is reflected through its active
staff networks, regular training, and
a clear stance against any form of
discrimination or hate.

Valued

Director of People, Carla Beechey,
added: “WMAS is committed to cre-
ating a work environment where
everyone feels safe, respected and
valued.

“Be it through who they are, who
they love, a disability, their sex
or the colour of their skin, we see
the challenges our staff face both
in their professional and personal
lives.

“We feel as an organisation that

we want to be open and honest with
them and show that we will support
them to deliver excellent patient
care.
“Many staff still face challenges
due to their background and that
is why it is so important that we
demonstrate visible support as their
employer.”

Quarter Jewellery (The most reasonable
jewellers in Worcester) has now been
open for 18 years, | have always
endeavoured to run the shop as jewellers
were run when | started in the jewellery
trade 59 years ago. Five years ago we
were lucky enough to acquire the lease
of 28, Belle Vue Terrace, Great Malvern a
beautifully fitted Victorian pharmacy, now
reborn as Malvern Goldsmiths

We have a large range of new, antique
and second hand jewellery in both shops.

Having had factories in both Birmingham
Jewellery Quarter and Asia, we are able to
make diamond rings, pendants and
earrings, all of them priced to be able

to beat “High Street multiples”
and internet sellers.

We value for Insurance, probate and
sale between parties.

We are always happy to offer for your
unwanted jewellery etc, this service is
free, If you have a jewellery problem,
we are happy to advise without
any obligation.

Malvern Goldsmiths, 28-30 Quarter Jewellery, 27 The Shambles,

Worcester, WR1 2RA

Belle Vue Terrace, Malvern, WR14 4PZ
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Just for Pets

Just for Pets, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG
(Next to ASDA)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Keeping your garden growing
and helping wildlife in the ‘gap’

INJUNE, many gardeners across
the UK experience a lull in their
outdoor space, also known as
the ‘June gap’. This time of the
year can leave garden beds and
containers looking a little bare.

British Garden Centres is rec-
ommending certain plants to help
bridge the June gap, keep your
garden vibrant and colourful, and
provide pollinator insects with a
source of nectar and pollen when
wildflowers and spring blooms
have faded.

Julian Palphramand, Head of
Plants at British Garden Centres,
said: “We know that the June gap
can be a tricky time for both new
gardeners and our precious bees.
That’s why we've picked out lots
of easy-to-grow plants that flower
just when you - and the bees - need
them most.”

Antirrhinum: Commonly
known as snapdragons, these are
cheerful, easy-to-grow annuals that
provide great colour and attract
pollinators to your garden, espe-
cially during the June gap after
other spring blooms have faded.
They thrive in well-drained, fertile
soil and full sun, making them
ideal for borders, containers, or as
cut flowers.

Campanula: commonly known
as bellflower, Campanula is a

beautiful plant for the June gap
with its bell-shaped, tubular, or
star-shaped flowers in shades of
blue, purple, and pink. They also
provide nectar for pollinators and
will bloom throughout June and
beyond.

Foxgloves: Foxgloves are easy-
to-grow plants that thrive in moist,
well-drained soil and prefer dap-
pled shade, though some types do
well in full sun or even full shade.
They flower in early summer, pro-
ducing tall spires of bell-shaped
blooms that attract bees and other
pollinators, making them a great
choice for filling the June gap in
your garden.

Geraniums: Geraniums are
easy to grow in borders, contain-
ers or window boxes and are
long-flowering plants that attract
pollinators to your garden, making
them excellent for the June gap.
They thrive in full sun to partial
shade and require minimal care,
all you need to do is deadhead
spent blooms to encourage more
flowers.

Geum: Perfect for borders,
geum is an excellent choice for
bridging the June gap because
they reliably flower from late
spring through summer, provid-
ing both colour and nectar when
many other spring plants have

S

finished and before summer peren-
nials reach their peak. Its bright,
cup-shaped flowers in shades of
orange, red, yellow, and occasion-
ally peach or pink are great for
supporting garden wildlife during
this seasonal lull.

Hebe: Hebe is an excellent plant
for bridging the June gap because
it begins blooming in early to
midsummer, providing nectar-rich
flowers before the main flush of
summer flowers is in full swing.
Its spikes of small, colourful flow-
ers come in pink, purple, blue, or
white and are highly attractive to
bees and other pollinators. Hebe
is also evergreen and offers year-

garden
plants that"
can play an
important role
in supporting
pollinators
during the

‘.“ne gap;v.

round structure and visual interest
in the garden borders.

Lupins: These beauties are
easy-to-grow plants that add
height and pops of colour to your
garden, with statuesque spikes of
flowers in shades of blue, pink,
purple, yellow, and white. They
bloom from late spring through
early summer, perfectly bridging
the June gap when many other
flowers have finished. Plant them
in a sunny spot with well-drained
soil, water them regularly, and
enjoy their seasonal blooms as a
focal point in your plant displays
while supporting bees and other
pollinators in your garden.

Nemesia: Nemesia is a fragrant,
easy-to-grow annual with dainty
flowers that are perfect for bright-
ening up garden borders, contain-
ers, or hanging baskets. These
compact plants thrive in full sun
or light shade and prefer moist,
well-drained soil, making them
ideal for most gardens. Nemesia
blooms from late spring through
summer and sometimes into
autumn, so it is a great plant to
invest in for your outdoor space.

Nepeta: Nepeta is a hardy per-
ennial with aromatic, grey and
green leaves and small, lavender-
blue, white, or purple flowers that
bloom from late spring through
summer. Its attractive foliage and
long flowering period make it an
excellent choice for filling the
June gap, and it just needs a trim
after the first flowers have faded
to encourage a second bloom.

Roses: Roses are valuable
garden plants that can play an
important role in supporting polli-
nators during the June gap. Look
for varieties with open, single or
semi-double flowers as these will
bloom from late spring into sum-
mer. By selecting the right roses
and combining them with other
nectar-rich plants, you can help
bridge the June gap and support
a thriving pollinator community in
your garden.

All & Sundry Productions are delighted to present this edge of your seat thriller to the Artrix Studio by master writer, N J Crisp.

All & Sundry Productions Presents

: L SN

DANGEROUS
BSESSIO

Bth, ) gth

June

allandsundry.uk

N.J. %n‘sp

Directed by

David Goode

ARTRIX

This production of Dangerous Obsession is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd on behalf of Samuel French Ltd
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MasterChef champlon shares his
recipe for the great outdoors

MASTERCHEF champion Gary
Maclean teamed up with charity
Mary’s Meals for National BBQ
‘Week to encourage Brits to back
the charity througout barbecue
season

Gary - who has compiled his top
tips to make a stress-free family
cookout - is backing the internation-
al school meals charity and encour-
aging people to donate to Mary’s
Meals as part of barbecue week,
which concluded on Sunday.

The charity feeds more than
2.6million children every school day
in 16 countries across the world.
By offering a daily meal in school,
Mary’s Meals attracts children from
the world’s poorest communities
into the classroom where they can
gain an education, which can be
their ladder out of poverty.

Gary said: “It costs only £19.15 to
feed a child with Mary’s Meals for a
school year, just 10p a meal, which
is such incredible value.

“This National BBQ Week, you
could ask family and friends for
a small donation to come along
to your barbecue, and if you use
my five top tips, you'll make your
guests happy all while giving hope
to hungry children.”

Marinate ahead - Marinate meat
overnight to build flavour and
tenderise. A mix of whisky,
honey, cracked pepper and
thyme works well with pork,

chicken or game.

Bring to room temperature - Take
meat or fish out of the fridge
30 minutes before cooking. It’ll
cook more evenly and will not
stick to the grill as much.

Use two heat zones - Set your bar-
becue with a hot side for searing
and a cooler side for finishing.

It gives more control and helps
avoid flare-ups.

Add a bit of smoke - A handful of
soaked oak chips or sprigs of
rosemary on the coals adds great
flavour. Dried heather works too.

Rest before carving - Let meat
rest under foil before serving. It
keeps it juicy and gives you bet-
ter texture.

Grilled veg - Courgettes, mush-
rooms, and leeks grill beautifully.
Season well and finish with a bit
of crumbled crowdie.

Quick grill cleaner - Rub a hot grill
with half an onion on a fork. It’s
simple and does the job.

Sauce late - If you're using a sweet
glaze or barbecue sauce, brush it
on near the end to avoid burning.

Dessert on the grill - Try halved
peaches or apples in foil with

Gary Maclean has teamed up with charity Mary’s Meals for
National BBQ Week.

brown sugar and a splash of
whisky.

Scotland’s national chef has also
served up four delicious Scottish
barbecue recipe ideas that are
sure to impress.

Haggis-Stuffed Peppers - Fill pep-
pers with traditional or veggie
haggis and grill until charred and
smoky.

Whisky-Glazed Venison Burgers -
Swap beef for venison and brush
with a whisky and honey glaze.
Serve with pickled onions on a
soft roll.

Aberdeen Angus Brisket with Irn-
Bru Glaze - Slow-cook brisket
with a smoky rub, then glaze
with reduced Irn-Bru for a sweet
finish.

Seaweed Butter Corn - Grill corn
and brush with butter mixed
with dried seaweed or samphire.
Salty, savoury, and very moreish.

Dan McNally, head of grassroots
at Mary’s Meals, said: “It costs just
10p to provide one school meal to a
hungry child with Mary’s Meals.

“With a §5 donation at your next
barbecue, we can reach 50 children
with a nutritious meal.

“If you purchase a cooking apron
from our online shop ahead of host-
ing your own summer barbecue,
your £15 donation will feed 150
children in school.

“With the sun out and with Gary’s
top tips, there’s never been a better
time to get grilling, all while sup-
porting Mary’s Meals.”

By making a donation to Mary’s
Meals, supporters can help chil-
dren like 11-year-old Melanie from
Madagascar enjoy a nutritious meal
at school today and work towards a
brighter tomorrow.

She added: “Thank you, Mary’s
Meals.

“We are always full at school and
that motivates us to work hard.

“I study because I want to achieve
my goals and help my parents when
I succeed.”

Visit: marysmeals.org.uk for
more information on Mary’s
Meals and to donate.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

o y to hel
\\\m\\\

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

+ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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How you can
help to beat the
blockages in
sewer system

AN UNSUNG Severn Trent Water hero
who tackles up to nine blockages a day
caused by unflushables - including an
iconic Action Man and his Jeep - is urging
customers to go into battle against the
damaging obstructions.

Severn Trent’s John Bingley is urging resi-
dents not to flush wet wipes or pour fats, oils
and greases (FOG) down the sink as they can
cause ‘fatbergs’ in sewers.

After teams cleared a massive 28,782
blockages last year, frontline workers have
been talking about their experiences in their
Sewer Stories, encouraging customers to only
put the ‘three ps’ down toilets - poo, pee and
toilet paper.

Sewage threat

Dad-of-two John, 36, and crew mate
Kristian Cornell are called out to unblock
pipes and sewers.

In the worst cases, the blockages can see
sewage flooding back into homes and gar-
dens, which can leave households facing a
lengthy bill if it is their responsibility to pay
for the clean-up.

Van pack operative John said: “I've seen

all kinds of things in the sewers after being
wrongly flushed down the toilet, sink or
drains.

“Wet wipes are still the most common
issue, they can cause huge problems they do
not break down, even the ones saying ‘flush-
able’ on the packet.

“But the weirdest thing I've seen blocking
the sewer was an Action Man - who was still
sitting in his Jeep. I have no idea how that
ended up down there.”

John and Kristian deal mainly with residen-
tial customers, but also cover blockages in
local businesses — often caused by FOG.

John said: “We are called out to multiple
blockages each shift - nine has been the most
in a single day.

“The worst part of the job is dealing with
FOG clogging up pipes because it can get eve-
rywhere, including all over your equipment.
It’s just gross.”

Not all bad

But John, who has worked at Severn Trent
for seven years, was quick to name the best
part of the job.

He said: “I just love the customer relations
part of my role.

“You get to meet all sorts of people and
they all have a tale to tell.

“And it’s very satisfying when you can help
someone who has suffered from flooding
especially if it is not even their fault because
they share the sewers with neighbours.

“We can often tell who is responsible, so
that’s when you have to have a difficult con-
versation — including reminding them what
they should not be putting down the toilet,
sink and drains.

“Most people seem to listen to what we say,
so hopefully the three p’s message is getting
through.”

Away from work former mechanic John is a
real-life ‘action man’ himself as he enjoys the
dangerous sport of motorcross in his spare
time.

He suffered a serious broken arm five years
ago but bounced back to defy doctors by
returning to work after just six months, rather
than the predicted year-plus.

John Bingley is urging residents to ‘Be a Binner, Not a Blocker’.

The Standard, Friday June 6, 2025
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“I did everything the doctors wanted so I
could return early, as I missed my job too
much - I just love it.”

Grant Mitchell, Severb Trent’s sewer block-
ages lead, said everyone could help by ‘being
a binner not a blocker’.

“Unflushable items such as wet wipes, sani-
tary products, nappies and a whole lot more
cannot be flushed down the toilet.

“If they do, they can cause blockages which
can flood the home - not very nice at all.

“We are asking people to really have a think
about their habits and what they are putting
down the toilet and sink, to see if there are
any small changes that can be made.

“Even small changes can have a huge
impact on sewer health.”

Visit: stwater.co.uk/avoidblockages for
more information.

Go to: stwater.co.uk/in-my-area/check-my-
area or call 0800 783 4444 to report slow
drains or blocked sewers.

ENJOY

HOOBE

SWIMMING POOL CARDIO

value membership and en|
e. Throughout June, July & August you can save m

RESISTANCE KIT

FEEL AT HOME LIFESTYLE SUPPORT

Feel at home in our clubs, enjoying a great range of facilities. Yours to enjoy with
our friendly team to help you achieve your summer health & fitness go

GROUP EXERCISE

/ your su er feeling ¢ in
with our half price

SPA POOL

1527 511957

bromsgrove @youfitclubs.co.uk

Holiday Inn Bromsgrove
Kidderminster Rd, B61 9AB

SAUNA & STEAM ROOM

MBERSHIP*

3LE FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

youfitclubs.co.uk




The Standard, Friday June 6, 2025

* % % % A
Holwdays

ROYAL INTERNATIONAL AIR
TATTOO, FAIRFORD
Departing Fri 18 Jul ‘25
Join us for the world’s greatest air show, the
Royal International Air Tattoo at RAF Fairford in
Gloucestershire!l Marvel at the special flypasts
and spectacular performances by the world’s
leading aerobatic teams and enjoy the static
displays too.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
v Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport
¢ 2 nights at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4
rating) with dinner & breakfast
v/ Admission to the
Royal International Air Tattoo on Saturday,
with coach transfer
P SAVE £10 - Quote OSG
- Book by 20 Jun 2025

3 Days by Coach on@ £299

Single Supplement £90

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Trustpilot

VE DAY 80: POPPIES AT THE
TOWER OF LONDON

Departing Sat 9 Aug ‘25, Sat 23 Aug ‘25,
Sat 20 Sep ‘25

Join us at the Tower of London to commemorate
the 80" anniversary of the end of the
Second World War with a spectacular poppy
installation. This new display represents the
sacrifice made by so many and a symbol of
resilience against overwhelming odds.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

v Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

¢ Admission to the Tower of London & the
Poppies at the Tower installation

¢ Free time in London for shopping &
sightseeing

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £159

Single Supplement £50

By Coach from Kidderminster, Stourport

2025 HOLIDAYS

HISTORIC DURHAM, BEAMISH &
CAPTAIN COOK’S WHITBY
Departing Thu 21 Aug ‘25

We enjoy a host of historically-themed
excursions on this wonderful exploration of
the North East. From Whitby to the fascinating
open-air living museum of Beamish and the
beautiful city of Durham, this break offers the
perfect chance to journey into the past.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
v Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

v’ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel,
Middlesbrough (JG3 rating) with dinner &
breakfast

v/ Excursions to Durham,
Beamish Living Museum & Whitby

5 Days by Coach on@ E419

Single Supplement £125
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Reader Travel,

WEDIU,
BRITISH
TRAVEL

BEST COMPANY
FOR
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS
-— =

BLACKPOOL, SOUTHPORT & THE
LAKE DISTRICT
Departing Mon 1 Sep ‘25, Mon 15 Sep ‘25

Enjoy a four-night stay at the ultimate seaside
resort with time to experience the vibrant fun
of Blackpool. A lively atmosphere, a Blue Flag
beach, classic trams and a Golden Mile, with
cabaret acts, arcades and seaside food and
drink available at every pier.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢/ 4 nights at the Savoy Hotel, Blackpool (JG2
rating) with dinner & breakfast

v/ Blackpool llluminations Drive (llluminations
drive from 1*t September onwards only)

v Excursions to Southport & the
Lake District (Bowness-on-Windermere)

Optional excursion to
Fleetwood Market (£10pp)

5 Days by Coach on@ 5319

Single Supplement £75

These packages are subject to Just Go' Holidays ter
Assocution at Bonded lvel Drganiser
peaple sharing a 20m & honcured on
alter whic MN\\\’)HH” Tuctuate. Calls
Ddtkages, ebe standard 1ates apply. (hoites of dal anport & pick up location
gy iricur a sugplement. Please see website or uAH Tor tull detaits

rofectedt by Bandedd (each Halidays & the
L Prces e per 20rson, hased on I

ABTOT A%
&

For more information, or to k

03332 342 514 o0 osc

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

PBook Toduy &z

H justgohols
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 2 3 4 5 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9. . . . .
7. Sullen (5) 1. Burden (10)
EASY 8. Bowers (7) 2. Sham (5)
6 8 4 3. Kind (4)
] 519 812 9. Rich (7) 4. Hurry (6)
508 5 6 10. Entice (5) 5. Slaughterhouse (8)
12. Loud-voiced (10) 6. Tumult (7)
3 4 15 11. System of musical
4 7 11 15. Arsonist (10) notation (5,3-2)
18. Artless (5) 13. Fondly (8)
118 [9]5] |2 Y
7 3 =18 19. Suffer (7) 14. Attain (7)
16. Hardened (6)
1 3/8 2 21 S (7) 17. Coach (5)
8 6 4 3 22. Short (5) 20. Liability (4)
HARD
3 6|4
8 6 9
7|8 2
5129 ) e . . :
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
1 6 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
3755478 gives a bad person;
7815 FINE i
48925 gives a good person;
6 415 Sack employee 7817371645  gives a person.
5 3 8 Cable 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9

719 2 Sported
— CODEWORD
PATH FI N DER Arri This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
rrive

with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each coMB words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

A
B
Sheep breeds C

D
@EDLENCSWDAMOEA

E
HCAEEDOTOERTODN WORDWHEEL F
ARFICNEDLCAHRI S youhae10mins tofind as many words as possible using G
LOEUESVWTEFE B R O thelettersin the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and |}'|\ H ' .

atleast 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot 3 |21 13 |26 [10 |7 22 13 |24
LAILETLHIREGBYA use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least J ..H-... .n..i
ELSBRCEXETFADANT one9letterword to be found. K
EDVYENIVULWSHDNT JidiEE daSSdaa
EDYENIVULWSHDNI N
E|O 26 13 13 16
UHSWTOWNBELREEX o
LAPEDDOOKIHBYNM P | P
AWSCROFXCRSYEOO M s
LEEKLRDWIEGLLRH E | 3
ADCAEEHDTIRNDTO S T T
LACFDETNSNEWOER v
EJOBSHLATODORSN How you rate W 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 g O B E
15 words: average 25 words: very good X | N
SOlutionS OppOSIte 20 words:good 30 or more: excellent. Y 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
z
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS

ACROSS 2qqy 7
quanpy 17 ‘dijiyd 07 “5opids 61 HojAys 81 ‘disseig /| :MaigaH €1 113 01 ukjpn3 9
1 Areed mace (7) ) 'pasy G YHoWWe p ‘eeuos € ‘uoodey z luaseg | INMOQ Yiumnds gz ‘swadey /7
4 & 21 Across Structure situated at the NE '3||11Seg 9 ‘[OIA ST ‘BMO| €7 ‘peyeleD 7z ‘Yaay Lz IS 61 ‘Aqoog 9| Xojyd G| ‘uoj ¢|
corner of Hyde Park (6,4) ‘uyor z| ‘uobe)Q | | [eaq 6 0yd3 § WWOSUO) / ‘B|GUBIN  ysnu|ng | :SSOYIY
7 Aclear meat soup (8) piomssou) abpajmouy [ei3ua0
8 Reflection of sound (4) .
9 et i iie et Kt cust ) ‘painu| 91 ‘BAIYY 17|, A|4BpUB] €| ‘BJ-|0S d1UO | | ‘jlounn) 9 ’J|o.1112?](\]10gz‘llllglije{}|[;
11 Plane figure of eight ar.lglles and sides (7) adf] € fsnﬁo{] 7 ‘uopisodw] | :umoq ';aué w .'aA|o)\aH 1z !oﬁiapun 61 ‘9NEN 81
12 &6 Down X Famous diarist and aulthor (4,6) ‘Rietpusdu] G| ‘uenojuals 7| dway o1 Huajndo 6 ‘sinogay g Apoojy £ :ssony
14 Atom with a positive or negative electric
charge (3) P ? piomsso.t)
15 Popular perennial or half-hardy annual (5) UIOH Joowx3 ‘ukd|] ‘umoq 19510Q ‘BUOISHID ONINTYAId
16 A seabird, part of the Sulidae family (5) allyshquaq ‘uielunol ysja ade4 Jabipeg eos ‘ueapligey JuIN
19 &22Across A knight of immaculate purity in ‘looureq 3364 A|YM ‘PIOMSI0) ‘UBIPUIA ‘[2XaL anjg ‘umoq :
Arthurian legend (3,7) plojxo ')p!MApJBH ‘puepays ‘qoder ‘aepajems ‘sdeq pappads G
* Uejnag ‘sjepAajsuspn ‘101Aa) 181532197 padejan|g ‘siejjosey) ISINOLId3
21 See 4 Across
2 see 19 Actoss JopuyyIed  [33ympiom
23 US state, capital Des Moines (4) N=9 V=67 ¥=rt
25 Late-medieval stringed musical instrument (4) ) 'r_=EZ, 'S_=ZZ"W_= 4 'A_=OZ"df6L :9_=31:Zfﬂ
26 In history, a well-known prison-fortress in ,/\__9,1_3_,51_0,_ L 0=€lL X=2| ¥=11 N=0l ) quo) ‘awo)
Paris (8) 1=6 4=8'0=L =9 '3=6 M=t '|=€ '8=C 'H=1 3107 '3IO\ DI ‘2114 ‘Bul{
27 Inflorescence opening successively from base piomapo) 1appe]
to apex (6)
28 The first artificial satellite (7) 9|S|v|e|h|8]6]L|€E 6|/ b|S|v|c|o|s]8
c|8|6]|L|€|9[}H|S|Y ¥|2|9]|8|€|L|}|6]S
DOWN €1L[1]|G|V[6]9]/C|8 8|L[|S|6[/9/}H]|E[V|C
1 Erect-eared curly tailed African 6 See 12 Across 18 Jewish usurer in The Merchant of v|c G|8/L|L[E|9]6 9|v|c|€|S|6[L|8]}
hunting dog (7) 10 Drug of syrupy consistency intended to Venice (7) 6loj1€|S|vf8l1]e €l6/8}1|L]9fS elb
2 Bushy-tailed N American nocturnal lubricate the throat in cases of cough 19 An arachnid (6) 11€.6196 clo ¥ 4 S.141v/218.6€9
carnivore (6) d initation (6 20 Onecfth e Apostles (6 S|L|C|6|8|L]|V|€|9 L|9|6|C|}L|¥|8|G|€
3 Composition for solo piano (6) 4 |rntat|on‘(l) » neotetwe\./e pO?tes() ! L|6|E|V|9|G]|2C|8]|!} 2(8|€|9|6|S|V|}|L
4 Large extinct elephant (7) 13 One of a Semitic people traditionally 21 The four weeks immediately preceding glvioltlzlelzl6ls vlslvlzlelelzlole
5 Slip of cane, etc. producing sound by descended from Abraham (6) Christmas (6) pieH fse3
vibration in a clarinet, etc. (4) 17 Kind of golf club (7) 24 Courtesy title for a priest (4)

=
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SALES & WAN

Classified
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Telephone: 01562 541500

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges

MISCELLANEOUS
—

YOUNGMAN
domestic 3m
extending to 5.25m
lader. £40. Tel: 02476
413633

£49 Freezers £59 | WOODEN step
Can deliver 07703 ladder. £20. Tel:
925662 02476413633

RECLINER CHAIR
electric rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair £60
High seated chair

YOUNGMAN 530010
domestic duty 3m
aluminium  ladder.
Extends to 5.25m.
Tel: 02476 413633

MISCELLANEOUS
_

M & S Classic fully
lined summer jacket
with optional hood.
Light turquoise.
Hardly worn. Size
12.  £5.00. Tel
07934132759

CARPET  offcut
brand new, Berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so

CARPENTRY/

JOINERY
—

DOUBLE GLAZING
—

THEGLASS MAN

Experienced Glazier
Friendly and reliable
Misted double glazing

FENCING
—

All types undertaken
20yrs exp.
No JoB Too SmALL
Contact Daryl

01527 526990 * 07847 898079

For a free quote

£40 Can deliver | 3-BIKE rear carrier could cut & piece A" glass repairs
k (Auto Care). together. Size 6 foot
(7703923662 g:::ll in(w?a;’per,a;_‘z“& 8 inches long x 2 foot AJ B C ARPENTRY TREE SURGEONS
RUNNER bean Plants, Tel: after 6pm 0121 1 inch wide. £5.00. E—
£1.75 a tray of 12| _7424250 Tel: 07934132759
5171';256 Tel: 01905 | MAC ~ ALLISTER [ M }? 1811] LITY EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE N
Lawn Scarifier and wheelchair, navy
CRYSTAL drinks | Raker 1400w with | bluc with' cushion, AND QUALITY WORKMANSHIP -
d t d 2 instructions  book, eg supports,
wicj:;’yer aglasses, like new, £75. Tel: excellent condition SO o
Glasses have never | _01789 507415 Ré‘g’];;‘;*]logmﬂzlsﬁ(’ COVGflng- kitchen f]mng; rOOfS, Tree & Landscape Specialists is a trusted, professional company with
been used. Excellent | WICKER medium ean plants, H . 5 5
condition £12. Tel | sized dog basket, | £1.75 a tray of 12 dOOI’S, stairs and much more to a great reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.
01527 500217 condition plants Phone 01905 I
AWNING  Isabella | _£5.Tel 07747128556 | _778926 help hwnh y(_)ur carpentryt based
Capri Lux 975 ome Improvements.
lightweight  frame | WANTED p
B et it — Call today for your free quote!
avaiable €400 Tel: | [ s ANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes Call Ant on FREE QUOTATIONS _ A
RIKE s ehnio s Vintage or New ** Call Martin on i = A
ng'g'zrrsgog, R Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie 07827 324754 : grasm— _—
4, Hardly worn, £30. and rare finds. Cash paid 0791 0387904 or Contact us today FRE PHON : 0800 747 1]04 . e 01527 906 577
Tel: 0121 742 2513 Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992 tr gmail.com
FENCE posts, mixed Or email: welston@live.com AJB Carpentry WWW, treeandlandscapespemalmts co.uk
sizing £3 / each Tel Paul (Alb & D d Re d mouson Go-dle
Leo 07541 576100 aul (Albatross & Doomed Records) g

Observer Standard ©

NEWSPAPERS | MAGAZINES | DIGITAL Q.

We are looking to expand our Sales team across Warwickshire, Worcestershire and the
West Midlands.

The ideal candidate will have a proven track record of success in Sales Account
Management; and a strong understanding of the local media landscape - print and digital
would be useful, but its not essential.
In this role, the successful candidates will be responsible for:

» Developing and maintaining current relationships with existing clients

« |dentifying and making contact with new clients

« |dentifying and closing new business opportunities

Skills required:
* A professional and friendly manner
* Excellent communication skills with ability to communicate on all levels

* Experience of sourcing and generating sales leads, over the telephone and face
to face

* Ability to work independently and as part of a team
* Attention to detail

In return we offer a basic salary and on target earning in excess of £40k per annum,
as well as a car allowance for Field Sales Account Managers

If you are interested in learning more about this really interesting role, please send
your cv to: pat.bullivant@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivant Media Group publishes local Newspapers, Magazines and Websites across Warwickshire,
Worcestershire and the West Midlands.
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Aygo named one of nations best

THE TOYOTA Aygo and Suzuki Swift have
been ranked as the most reliable used
superminis by UK used car warranty pro-
vider Warrantywise.

In its latest Reliability Index, which uses data
from 2022-25, Warrantywise has named the
Toyota Aygo and the Suzuki Swift as the most
reliable used superminis, each earning a score of
88.6 out of 100.

In a used car market shaped by rising costs
and ageing vehicles, the supermini class is prov-
ing to be a haven for sensible buyers. These
small cars offer low running costs, accessible
pricing, and, in many cases, impressive longev-
ity. From first-time buyers to city dwellers and
downsizers, superminis are a go-to option for
drivers who want dependable transport without
the hefty bills — and this new data proves they're
right to feel confident in their choice.

Warrantywise’s rankings are based on the
frequency of faults, average age and mileage at
the time of repair, and how long those repairs
typically take to complete. For consistency,
Warrantywise has also categorised the super-

minis in line with Euro NCAP classifications (The
European New Car Assessment Programme) — a
widely recognised standard across Europe that
helps ensure comparisons are made between
like-for-like vehicles.

The Kia Picanto took third place, followed
closely by the Citroén C1 and Peugeot 108. The
Renault Clio also secures joint sixth place with
the Ford KA. In eighth is the Hyundai i10, fol-
lowed by the Dacia Sandero in ninth, and in joint
tenth are the Hyundai i20 and MINI Cooper.

Antony Diggins, Managing Director of
Warrantywise, said: “Our latest data backs up
what many drivers already know — superminis
are one of the safest bets you can make in the
used car market. They're affordable, efficient,
and, as our research shows, can be remarkably
reliable. At a time when people are being more
careful with their money, it’s reassuring to know
that you don’t have to spend big to get a depend-
able car.

“With a number of these superminis not
requiring major repairs until they’re nearly a
decade old, and many models showing excellent
cost-per-mile performance, they are an espe-

cially wise buy in today’s market. That said, no
vehicle is perfect, and issues can happen, so we
always encourage drivers to protect themselves
with a comprehensive warranty — especially as
labour and parts costs continue to rise.”

Over 60 per cent of the vehicles in the top ten
don’t show any faults until they're at least eight
years old. Standouts include the Suzuki Swift
and the Ford KA, averaging 8.7 years and nine
years, respectively, before their first repair. It’s
proof that superminis — often seen as entry-level
or short-term cars — are more than capable of
delivering long-term value.

Of course, no car is immune to problems,
and even high performers can hit drivers with
an unexpected bill. Warrantywise’s data shows
that electrical issues account for over half of
supermini repairs, with engine faults making
up just over 30 per cent. Repair costs can vary
widely, with average bills ranging from $£420
up to £1,118, and as high as £1,297 to £9,224,
depending on the model and nature of the fault.

As fuel prices, environmental considerations,
and city living continue to influence car-buying
trends, superminis stand out as a smart, future-

proof choice for UK motorists.
Visit https://tinyurl.com/4sb66wpp
for the full list and data insights.

C.U.S MARTLEY

ALL TYPES OF
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE
BODYWORK, REPAIRS

AND RESPRAYS

01886 888 030

Email: postcvsmartley@gmail.com
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Harriers sign
quintet of players
to bolster squad

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: ADAM Murray has
begun shaping his Kidderminster
Harriers squad for next season
after making five new signings.

Harriers swooped to make defend-
er Pierce Bird the club’s first summer
signing.

The 26-year-old centre-back previ-
ously won the National League North
title with Murray at AFC Fylde in the
2022/23 season.

And he also played under Murray at
Eastbourne Borough in the National
League South last term.

Murray said: “Pierce has been with
me at my last two clubs and had great
success.

“For me he is one of the best ball-
playing centre backs at this level and
has won the league before.

“He understands the league and will
be a strong addition to the team.”

Murray returned to his former club
again to bring in 26-year-old creative
midfielder Jack Clarke.

Clarke made more than 50 appear-
ances for Eastbourne.

Murray said: “Jack is a creative
midfielder who will make us tick. He
reads the game brilliantly and will
add control to our team.

“After coming back from an early
injury last season he had an amaz-
ing second part of the season which

Adam Murray‘has made:
first’signingias Kidderminster'boss: Picture
courtesy of Kidderminster/Harriers FC.

led to a lot of admiration from other
clubs.

“I am very happy he chose to be
part of our journey and to showcase
what he can do in front of our super
fanbase.”

The club have also signed versatile
21-year-old defender George Walker.

Walker spent last season with
Isthmian League Premier Division
side Hastings United where he made
43 appearances.

And Harriers have also added mid-
fielder Luke Spokes to their squad.

The 24-year-old playmaker scored
six goals in 45 appearances for
Chippenham Town last season.

Murray said: “Luke is an all-round
midfielder who, for me, played in one
of the best possession-based teams in

ierce B|rd his

National League South last season.

“He’s very comfortable with the
ball, can play with both feet and
tactically he’s very good, which is
important.

“He’s rare in that he is a technical
player but brings a lot of physicality,
and he has got goals in him.”

Kidderminster’'s latest signing is
experienced forward Dan Mooney.

The 25-year-old was part of the
Chester side which knocked Harriers
out of the play-off semi-finals last
season.

He has previously played for
the likes of Fleetwood Town and
Altrincham.

The club have also confirmed mid-
fielder Zak Brown has left Harriers fol-
lowing three seasons at Aggborough.
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Lategan and Jukes score
half-centuries in defeat

CRICKET: KIDDERMINSTER CC
failed to end their winless start to the
season following a four-wicket home
defeat against Coventry and North
‘Warwickshire.

The hosts posted 233 all out as
Daniel Lategan and Nathan Jukes
both hit half-centuries in vain at
Chester Road.

The visitors reached the required
total with four wickets to spare as
Akshaykumar Patel finished unbeaten
just seven runs short of a century.

Kidderminster remain bottom of
the Birmingham and District Premier
League Premier Division Two table
having failed to win any of their
opening six matches this season.

Coventry won the toss and elect-
ed to field and quickly removed
Kidderminster opener Lucas Ingram
(4) before Sameer Vohra (3-67)
trapped Ben Gibbon (20) LBW.

Lategan (78) and Jukes (59) com-
bined for a 118-run third-wicket part-
nership with Ben Griffin (38) the
only other batter to reach double
figures.

Coventry’s Gursimrat Singh (5-44)
did the damage with the ball as he
claimed a five-for.

However, Kidderminster took
quick wickets at the start of the
Coventry innings and had the visitors
in trouble on 89-5.

Only Arun Kalsi (40) reached dou-
ble figures of Coventry’s top order
batters before Patel came to the
crease and led the recovery.

Patel (93 not out) scored at a rate
of almost a run-a-ball and put on
143 runs for Coventry’s sixth-wicket
alongside Danyaal Malik (57).

Kidderminster are next in action
against West Bromwich Dartmouth
on Saturday, June 7 with the game to
begm at 12pm(midday) at Sandwell
Parl

Elsewhere, Bewdley CC cruised
to a 76-run victory away at Hagley

to remain top of the Worcestershire
County League Division One table.

Bewdley closed on 264-4 at the
end of their 50 overs before bowling
out the home side for 170 at Hagley
Park.

Hagley won the toss and elected to
field as Bewdley’s top order piled on
the runs.

Both Tom Odell (44) and Jamie
Boyle (49) fell agonisingly short of
half-centuries after Mahroof Khan
(1-30) bowled opener Austin Ball
(14) in the seventh over.

However, Rob Combes (62) and
Damon Gariff (64 not out) combined
well to put on 97 runs for Bewdley's
fourth wicket.

In reply, a middle order partner-
ship between Will Hymer (47) and
Mikhil Jain (44) kept the home side
in the contest.

However, Bewdley took the final
seven wickets for the loss of just 49
runs as Grant Morris (4-49) starred
with the ball.

Bewdley are next in action against
Droitwich Spa on Saturday, June 7
with the game to start at 12.30pm at
Lower Park.

And  Stourport-on-Severn CC
claimed a six-wicket victory against
Astwood Bank to sit joint top of
the Worcestershire County League
Premier Division table.

The visitors restricted Astwood
Bank to 225-7 at the end of their 50
overs at Sambourne Lane.

Spencer White (108) hit a fine cen-
tury from just 95 balls for the home
side while opener Tom Underhill (58)
also scored well.

However, Stourport’s top order
all contributed to a comfortable win
as Jamie Brighton (70 not out) top
scored.

Stourport are next in action
against Ombersley 2nds on Saturday,
June 7 with the game to start at
12pm(midday) at Walshes Meadow.
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