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Help the
veterans

and

will be a

you

hero too

Former Army medic rallies call
for more volunteers for charity

AN ARMY veteran from
Kidderminster is appealing
for people in the county to
volunteer to help provide
vital support for the men
and women who have served
their country.

Veterans’ charity Help for Heroes
wants to get more people on board
as volunteers as it expands its reach
in local communities.

Tim Seeley, 59, served for 10
years as an army medic and a first
aid instructor, including in Northern
Ireland. During this time, he experi-
enced a back injury and, as a result,
lives with chronic pain. He also
manages severe PTSD.

Tim has been supported by the

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

Help for Heroes mental health team,
its welfare service, and has taken
part in sports and social activities
organised by the charity.

He said: “Help for Heroes was
there for me when I most needed

it.

“It’s really been a lifeline for me
and thousands of other veterans,
but it needs to recruit more volun-
teers so it can support more men
and women who have served.

“As well as providing clinical,
mental health, and welfare support
services through a team of dedi-
cated advisors, the charity works
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with groups to support veterans
and their families, to connect with
each other and their communities
through sports and social activi-
ties.

“These activities can be an impor-
tant part of recovery and the charity
wants to expand this activity in the
Worcestershire area but, to do this,
it’s going to need volunteers.”

Help for Heroes is currently
supporting 26 veterans across
‘Worcestershire.

The charity aims to work with
volunteers, national and local
organisations to offer activities for
veterans and their families, such as
wheelchair basketball, archery, and
rowing, as well as other activities,

o @KiddStand

including photography and creative
writing.

And it is also hoping to expand
its regular drop-in cafe social ses-
sions.

On average, five people are medi-
cally discharged from the UK mili-
tary every day. Some veterans must
find new ways to live with a physi-
cal disability. Others face complex
mental trauma. Many feel cut off
from society, friends and even fam-

ily.

Tim added: “I know personally
what a valuable job Help for Heroes
does.

“There are more than 21,200 vet-
erans living in Worcestershire area
and if we can recruit people who
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Tim Seeley
served for 10
years as an
army medic
and a first aid
instructor. s

are able to give a couple of hours a
week, the charity can do more for
local people.

“We also need people who are
happy to help us with fundraising
events.

“Last year our volunteer fundrais-
ers helped us out with bucket col-
lections at supermarkets and other
locations.”

Tim urged anyone interested in
finding out more about volunteer-
ing and those with a passion for
a sport, creative or social activity
they think they could share with
veterans to get in touch.

Visit helpforheroes.org.uk/give-
support/volunteer for more infor-
mation.
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Archbishop set to visit church
to celebrate 200th anniversary

How the church would have looked in 1910.

FATHER’S DAY GIFTS
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by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A CHURCH in Harvington will cel-
ebrate its 200th anniversary this
Sunday, June 1, with a special visitor
and mass.

The Archbishop of Birmingham, Bernard
Longley, will celebrate mass and consecrate
the new graveyard as part of the bicenten-
nial commemorations at St Mary’s Catholic
Church.

Fr John Moran and Fr Richard Sharples will
also be part of the service.

This is a very special event for the church
which was built in 1825, four years before
Catholic emancipation.

The church also has close connections with
Harvington Hall.

The mass on this day will be at 11am and
the congregation are invited to have a picnic
in the priest’s garden during the afternoon.

As the church has limited space, the service
will be broadcast through loud speakers into
the garden of the Priest’s House, so parish-
ioners sitting there will be able to hear and
take part in the service.

Following Mass, His Grace will bless a
commemorative plaque inside church and
consecrate the ‘new’ graveyard field.

He will also plant a mulberry tree symbolis-

ing resilience and faith - qualities which have
defined St Mary’s journey through history.
Then, there will be the chance for picnics
and traditional games similar to those enjoyed
200 years ago when the church first opened.

Special booklet

A full colour, illustrated booklet commemo-
rating the history of the parish, including the
order of the Bicentennial Mass will be avail-
able on the day.

Donations to help cover its cost would be
welcomed.

People are urged to take along chairs for
the picnic and the garden.

Everyone is hoping for some fine weather
for what promises to be a unique and histori-
cal parish event.

For the latest news and
sport visit Kidderminster-
standard.co.uk

Do you have a story?

Get in touch by emailing
editor@kidderminsterstan-
dard.co.uk

The church,

as it is today.
Picture by Mike
Jones. s

Pair were assaulted outside store

TWO people were arrested after an assault
outside the Lidl supermarket in Vale Road,
Stourport on Wednesday.

The area was cordoned off after reports
of a 65-year-old man and a 71-year-old
woman being attacked outside the store.

The incident happened between 4pm
and 8pm and it is believed four people in
total were involved in the altercation.

After the disagreement, all four left the
area.

A 62-year-old woman and a 67-year-old
man were later arrested by police on sus-
picion of grievous bodily harm and remain
in police custody.

The Standard was contacted on
Wednesday morning by readers con-

cerned about the store being cordoned
off and a large police presence there.

Following the incident, officers are now
appealing to the public for information.

Det Insp Warren Matthews, from north
Worcestershire CID, said: “Enquiries are
on-going to establish the full circumstanc-
es surrounding the incident and we are
keen to hear from any witnesses or any-
one who may have dash cam footage
from Lidl car park.”

He urged witnesses or anyone with infor-
mation to call officers on 01562 826105
or email warren.matthews@westmercia.
police.uk to pass on the details.

For all the latest information on Planning
Proposals, Traffic Notices, Goods Vehicle

Operator Licences, Licences To Sell Alcohol and
Probate Notices check out our Classified Section
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A MUCH-LOVED park
in Kidderminster is set
to have its &£3million
improvement project
progressed, with
£2.4million funded by
the National Lottery
Heritage Fund (NLHF).

Although the project for
Brinton Park has faced a
series of unforeseen delays -
including the several badgers’
sets being discovered - work
to enhance facilities, protect
local wildlife and celebrate
the park’s rich heritage is
now scheduled to begin this
summer.

A key part of the improve-
ments includes replacing the
aging Sons of Rest Pavilion,
which has sadly been found
to be in much worse condi-
tion than first expected. An
independent inspection by
contractors confirmed seri-
ous structural problems and,
for safety reasons, the coun-
cil has been advised by struc-
tural engineers the building
will need to be demolished
and rebuilt. The proposal will
be discussed at a forthcom-
ing planning application.

The plans for the new
building will reflect the his-
toric character of the origi-
nal pavilion while offering
improved community facil-
ities including a new cafe
space, terrace, ornamental
pond and landscaping.

‘Welcome news’

Councillor Tracey Onslow
‘Wyre Forest District Council’s

> S

Cabinet Member for Culture,
Leisure, Arts and Community
Safety, said: “It’s great that
we will see work starting on
site within a few weeks.

“We recognise Brinton Park
is one of our district’s most
popular green spaces and
local people are looking for-
ward to enjoying the upcom-
ing improvements. “Thanks
to the NLHF, this exciting
project will not only protect
and improve the park’s natu-
ral beauty and heritage, it will
also create welcoming new
spaces for everyone to enjoy
for generations to come,
including the much sought
after cafe.”

The council will be con-
tacting local groups directly
but anyone wanting further
information on the plans or
proposed works to the Sons
of Rest building can email the
council at: BrintonParkHLF@
wyreforestdc.gov.uk or con-
tact Coun Onslow directly.

The council’s cabinet

is being asked at its meet-
ing on June 10 to release
£460,000 extra funding from
its Evergreen Fund to ensure
the project remains on track.

This aerial shot shows the fire engines and ambulances in the roads around

the tower block. Picture by Kidderminster Drone. s

TOWER BLOCK FIRE: MORE THAN
30 firefighters have battled a blaze on
the seventh floor of a tower block in
Kidderminster this afternoon.

Six Hereford and Worcester Fire and
Rescue Service crews — two from Wyre
Forest, two from Bromsgrove and one
each from Droitwich and Redditch Fire
Stations — were sent to the scene in St

Cecilia Close.

Also in attendance was the aerial lad-
der platform from Worcester to enable
firefighters to reach the flat.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Park revamp set
to get under way

‘Work in the park will start
with the construction of a
new artificial badger sett to
protect local wildlife.

Demolition of the current
pavilion will follow shortly
afterwards.

Plans for the new pavilion
are scheduled to be consid-
ered at the next available
planning committee meeting.

There will be a new cafe
within the pavilion, looking
out onto a new terrace which,
in turn, overlooks a new orna-
mental pond.

Other improvements for
attracting more wildlife
include management of the
woodland, installing bat
boxes and landscaping with
new flower beds and shrub
planting.

Visit the Wyre Forest
District Council social media
pages and: brintonpark.com
for updates on Brinton Park.

The Sons of Rest Pavillion
at Brinton Park which will
be replaced as part of the
upcoming improvements.
Picture by Wyre Forest
District Council. s

Water jets were used to extinguish the
fire which was contained within one flat.

One ambulance, three paramedic doc-
tors, the Trauma team and heart para-
medics also attended but, fortunately,
no-one needed medical treatment.

Emergency services were called out
around 1.20pm. Police attended, as well
as the fire and ambulance services.

The incident was later scaled down

reignite.

but two fire crews remained, checking
for hot spots to ensure the blaze did not
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A CGIl image of how the area will look, once the work has been carried out. Picture

by Wyre Forest District Council. s

Regeneration hit by drainage delays

THE REGENERATION project to connect
Worcester Street with Bromsgrove Street in
Kidderminster town centre is facing delays
due to additional drainage requirements on
the site.

Coun Dan Morehead, Wyre Forest District
Council’'s Cabinet Member for Economic
Regeneration, Planning and the Green
Agenda said: “It looks like completion being
the end of this year if the weather conditions
are kind to us, rather than this summer.

“It's disappointing there are delays, but
we are looking forward to the end result
which will see the replacement of the step
entry with a new green community space
with winding graduated steps which con-
nect to Bromsgrove Street car park.

“Every major regeneration project has its

challenges and this site is no exception.

“We are continuing to progress the work
at pace and look forward to delivering a
high quality and attractive space for every-
one to enjoy.”

The regeneration of this area of town is
being made possible through the govern-
ment’s Future High Streets Fund (FHSF).

This ‘connectivity project’ is key part of
the council’s ‘Kidderminster 2040’ adopted
vision for the town.

The FHSF is a government funding
scheme to transform struggling high streets
into places where people want to work, visit
and interact with each other.

Visit: wyreforestdc.gov.uk/edr for more on
the regeneration projects in Wyre Forest.

WOLVERLEY

Open Friday - Sunday, 10am til 6pm
& Every Day During School Holidayse

www.miniprogolfparks.com

\ B Wolverley Road
Kidderminster, DY10 3RN ' |
\ ‘LSituate_d next to THE LOCK INN Public House |/}
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BURGLARY APPEAL: POLICE
are trying to track down the
suspect involved in a burglary in
Cookley.

The incident happened around
5.25pm on May 20 in Bridge
Road when the burglar was
spotted hunched over in the
kitchen.

They entered through the
back door and stole items from
the fridge. The suspect then fled
the property.

‘Witnesses or anyone with
information should call police
on 101 or Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111.

PYLON BLAZE: A PYLON in
Chaddesley Corbett caught fire
and the blaze spread to tree
tops.

The incident happened around
10pm on Sunday with the cables
arcing onto Hemming Way.

Firefighters from Bromsgrove
attended the scene and called
in engineers from National Grid

who isolated the cables remotely.

The incident was dealt with by
11.21pm.

STORE IN TUNE: MUSIC
will fill the air at Morrisons in
Kidderminster on Thursday,
June 5, to raise funds for the
Alzheimer’s Society.

Magic Moments will bring its
‘Wheely Different on Tour, in
association with the supermar-
ket, to perform songs between
1.30pm and 3.30pm.

People are urged to go along,
sing, tap their toes or clap along

to make some musical memories.

Anyone wanting more informa-
tion should email Elaine Kirby at
elainekirby21@yahoo.com

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Author Les
relives his
experiences
in new tome

A BEWDLEY author who
specialises in creating unu-
sual titles for his books has
launched his second one -
‘How to Strangle a Jelly’.

Les King has penned his memoir
about a lifetime of experiences
spent in talking and communicat-
ing with people from all walks of
life, in a variety of situations across
several careers.

In his lifetime, Les has been a
police officer, probation officer,
university lecturer and a union
representative.

The book portrays, examples of
raw and unadulterated communi-
cations at the sharp end of some
difficult and volatile situations.

These situations have mostly
been to find things out — to cross-
examine, to console, to teach, to
persuade, to explain, to counsel, to
entertain, to prevent people doing
something really dramatic like kill-
ing themselves and even to save his
own skin in volatile incidents.

The book is billed as being
‘funny, sad, but it is never boring’.

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

Les published his first book,
‘Cornflakes with Whisky’ as an
autobiography of 30 years of polic-
ing across the West Mercia areas of
Herefordshire, Worcestershire and
Shropshire.

Similarly to ‘Strangle a Jelly’, it
has a creative title — the chosen
names for Les’ books are explained
and become apparent when the
subjects and scenarios unfold.

Les is also working on a third
book about his second career as
a probation officer and the transi-
tion from a lifetime of ‘nicking to
nurturing’.

He said: “I started writing when I
took semi-retirement, mainly to get
out of gardening and DIY at home.

“I knew everyone has one book
in them about their life and career
but I didn’t anticipate I could pro-
duce three.

“I find writing very cathartic and
I can recall my experiences as if
they happened yesterday.

The Standard, Friday May 30, 2025

Bewdley author Les King with his book ‘How to Strangle a Jelly’
which is out now. s

“I am particularly proud of my can relate to.”

latest book ‘How to Strangle a
Jelly’ because it is about commu-
nicating with people, sometimes in
difficult situations which everyone

Visit amazon.co.uk and search
for ‘How to Strangle a Jelly - A
lifetime of talking for a living’ to
buy the book.

For more information, or to book, please call

JZ‘“G"'I 03332 342 514 auor ose
Holidays

TORQUAY CRUISE & DEVON STEAM

Departing Mon 11 Aug ‘25
Enjoy the sights of the beautiful English Riviera
and the welcome of Torquay on this great-value
break that features a packed itinerary of
excursions, a delightful heritage railway journey,
a scenic cruise on the River Exe and much more!
Your break includes
v/ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport
v/ 4 nights at the Burlington Hotel, Torquay
(JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast
¢ Entertainment some evenings
v/ Heritage train journey on the
South Devon Railway
¢ Cruise on the River Exe
v Free time in Exmouth
v Excursion to
Buckfast Abbey & Buckfast Butterfly Farm
& Dartmoor Otter Sanctuary

Optional excursion to Teignmouth (£11pp)

Single Supplement £75
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&
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WEST WALES COASTLINE TENBY &
THE VALE OF RHEIDOL RAILWAY
Departing Thu 7 Aug ‘25
The west coast of Wales is renowned for
its grand hills, dramatic coastline and
purple-heather moors. On this break we visit
ancient sites of natural beauty, elegant seaside
resorts and journey through the Vale of Rheidol
on a preserved narrow-gauge railway.
Your break includes
v/ Return coach travel from

Kidderminster, Stourport
¢ 4 nights at the Ivy Bush Hotel, Carmarthen

(JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast
¢/ Entertainment some evenings
v/ Heritage train journey on the Vale of

Rheidol Railway
v/ Excursions to Aberystwyth, Tenby

& Saundersfoot
Optional excursion to Cardigan
& St Davids (£14pp)

5 Days by Coach on@ £469

Single Supplement £125
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RetroMarques .

Traditional, trusted classic car service... /\"Lﬁ
Classic Car Storage

New 3-tier
Bronze @ Silver and ® Gold
storage facilities.
from £100pcm, please call to discuss

Mark Knight 07791 417256
email: mark@retromarques.co.uk

Tony Williams Bodyshop
Classic, Modern and
Light Commercial
body and paintwork
A Welding A Paintwork A
A Polishing A Waxoyling A

¢, |
please call to discuss your vehicle repair

Scott Gladwin: 07964 934911
or 01684 560 106
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Teen banned from
town shopping sites

A TEENAGER has been
banned from two shopping
areas in Stourport unless he
is with a responsible adult
due to anti-social behaviour.

Barrie Smith, aged 14, of Broomy
Close, Stourport, was given a
Criminal Behaviour Order (CBO)
at Worcester Youth Court in a bid
to curb his anti-social antics.

Under the CBO, which runs for
12 months, he is banned from
entering any shop on Lombard
Street and Queen Street, Stourport,
unless he is with a responsible
adult.

He is also unable to be in a pub-

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

lic place with four named individu-
als - their names are unable to be
used because of legal reasons.

The CBO was applied for by West
Mercia Police following Smith’s
involvement in anti-social behav-
iour in the town which was having
a detrimental impact on residents,
businesses and the community.

Anyone who sees Smith breach-
ing the order should report it to
police as soon as possible - online
here or by calling officers on 101.

West Mercia Police’s Safer

Neighbourhood Inspector for Wyre
Forest Daniel Poucher said: “This
a positive step towards tackling
ongoing antisocial behaviour in
Stourport-on-Severn.

“The local Safer Neighbourhood
Team is continuing to work hard
to support the community and
address the issue by stopping those
responsible.

“This behaviour is not acceptable
and will not be tolerated.”

Barrie Smith has been banned from
Stourport shopping areas, unless
with a responsible adult, due to
anti-social behaviour. s
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Deadline looms for community groups to apply for grants

COMMUNITY voluntary organi-
sations and groups in Bewdley
have just weeks to apply for the
latest grants being offered by the
town council.

The Community Grants
Programme for 2025/2026 is
dedicated to supporting projects
and there will be £10,000 up for
grabs in total for this financial
year.

The primary objective of the
programme is to foster a diverse

array of community activities
within Bewdley, encompassing
sporting, cultural, welfare, and
charitable endeavours.
Organisations eligible for
grants must demonstrate a clear
need for assistance and align
with the council’s mission of
promoting community welfare.
The grants are open to volun-
tary groups or charitable organi-
sations meeting within Bewdley’s
town boundary or within a five-

Send us your news:

mile radius, with a significant
number of parish residents in
membership or benefiting from
their services.

As part of its commitment to
fostering community growth, the
council extends special consider-
ation to new organisations facing
funding challenges.

In addition to the general
grant fund, Bewdley Town
Council has dedicated £1,000 of
its budget to support sustainable

Email: editor@kidderm

environmental projects.

Grant applications are invited
to fund a range of activities,
including equipment purchases,
transportation costs, training
sessions, town profiling events,
financial assistance for strug-
gling groups and special events
or celebrations.

However, grants will not be
considered for individual activi-
ties, general fundraising appeals,
or routine operational expenses.

erstandard.c

The deadline for applications
is June 19 and requests will be
considered by Bewdley Town
Council’s Finance and Facilities
Committee meeting on Monday
June 30

The decisions on the funding
will be ratified at the council
meeting on July 14.

Visit the website at bewdley
towncouncil.gov.uk/council-
services/grant-application/ for
more information and to apply.

%AUNTS

0 KIDDERMINSTER

THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Bringing over 125 years of experience to Kidderminster
(Serving surrounding areas)

Since 1900 The Gaunt family have been

What Makes Gaunts Different to

Why Choose ts?
8

24/7 SUPPORT AWARD WINNING VALUE FOR MONEY

Our Funeral Homes
F.P Gaunt & Sons - 0121 559 1062
Black Country Funerals - 0121 559 990
Stephen M Godber - 0121 555 5529
Gaunts of Wollaston - 01384 444 188
Gaunts of Kidderminster - 01562 541062
Gaunts of Stourport - 01299 89090

providing a first-class Funeral Service.

‘We are multi award winning Funeral Directors
and have Funeral Homes in and around the
Black Country area.

In Summer 2023 we proudly opened our brand
new Funeral Home and bring with us expertise,
care and dedication to offer Funeral Services
in Kidderminster, Hartlebury, Stourport,
Bewdley, and surrounding areas.

Why Choose Gaunts to look after

your loved ones?

We pride ourselves on traditional values with a
modern, contemporary and bespoke approach.
We strongly believe that every Funeral
Arrangement should be personalised, unique
and affordable.

1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster, DY10 1JR. T: 01562 541062
E: info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk W: www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

other Funeral homes?

We believe each Funeral we arrange and
conduct is as unique as your loved one. We
pride ourselves on our ability to make bespoke
funeral arrangements to suit all requests and
budgets.

We offer a range of packages and bespoke
arrangements.

We are able to make any funeral arrangements
that suit your requirements.

For a full non-obligational quote,
please speak to one of our
Funeral Directors
in Kidderminster on 01562 541 062
or in Stourport 01299 879 090
or email
info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

‘m @ .SELECTED
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Age UK Wyvern’s activity co-ordinator Vicky Tramontana and dementia services
manager Kelly Reeves are hoping more people will come down to the Dementia

Cafe. s

Dementia cafe moves to new home

A DEMENTIA cafe is taking place on the
third Friday of every month at Hartlebury
Parish Hall.

The group had a fantastic time in its new
location - on Waresley Court Road - for its
May event.

The next session will be on June 20.

People who are living with dementia and
their carers are being urged to just turn up
for fun, new experiences and the chance to
meet new friends. There is no need to book

in advance.

Sessions are being run by Age UK
Wyvern.

The venue offers beautiful views and
plenty of free parking.

The organisers said: “We’d love to see
you there.”

Visit: ageukwyvern.org.uk for more on the
dementia cafe and other services offered by
Age UK Wyvern.

Come and celebrate with us.

As we mark our centenary, we invite you to
join us in celebrating this incredible journey.

Throughout the year, we have an exciting
lineup of events, including a Wyre Waggy
Dog Day, family craft sessions, wildlife
walks, and much more.

For more information:

Ei Wyre Forest
0300 067 4935

AN APPEAL has been
launched to raise funds
to save a dog’s leg after
he was shot and then
had a freak accident at
Hartlebury Common.

Chester has had a rough
ride over the years, recently
undergoing surgery after he
was shot.

The injury took up all of his
insurance and he then had a
freak accident, falling down a
concealed hole on Hartlebury
Common.

The fundraiser has been set
up by Rosa Terry on behalf
of her friend, and Chester’s
owner, Rachel.

On the designated fundrais-
ing page, Rosa said: “Please
know that this is not a ‘pay
my bills for me’ but a fam-
ily who have had a consider-
able run of awful luck and
are absolutely mortified to be
having to ask for help - but
they would do anything for
their boy.”

Freak accident

‘When Chester fell down
the hole, he severed his cru-
ciate ligament in his hind leg
and needs surgery to reattach
it with supporting plates.

If he does not have surgery
soon, he will lose the use of

~ =% forestr
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| Can you help out
injured Chester?

his back leg and faces living
out his golden years in pain
and discomfort, leaving the
family with the most unimagi-
nable decision to make.

Rosa added: “Chester’s
mum is absolutely devastated
for him and can’t bear to see
the pain he is in.

“With the insurance hav-
ing recently paid out for the
removal of the bullet, she
just has no option but to ask
for help.

“Please spare all you can,
every penny will help.”

She asked for those unable
to donate to share the story
and fundraising page ‘far and
wide’.

“Chester is so loved by all
of his family, including his
mini humans and his elderly
human grandad whose care

home he regularly visits.

“Chester has been a part of
this family since he was 12
weeks old - he is due to turn
10 soon.

“Let’s do everything we can
to get this beautiful boy the
care and treatment he so des-
perately needs and deserves.
“He has spent his life giving
all his love and loyalty to
humans, let’s do all we pos-
sibly can for him now.”

A §4,000 target has been
set for the fundraising page
to pay for the operation.

At the time the Standard
went to press yesterday
(Thursday), the total was up
to §2,825.

Visit:  gofundme.com/f/
donate-to-save-chesters-leg
for more information and to
donate.

yeng‘lan‘d.uk
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Leap Iinto action
in KEMP skydive

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

PEOPLE from Kidd-
erminster, Bewdley
and Stourport are being
urged to take on an
exhilarating skydive
to raise funds for the
KEMP Hospice.

The event is scheduled for
August 17 when participants
will be able to take part in
a tandem skydive, jumping
with others to help raise vital
funds for the charity.

The incredible opportunity
will be able to give jumpers
the chance to see the world
from a new perspective. They
will feel the adrenaline rush
as they free fall, then take
in the peace and tranquility
as they float back down to
earth, all while raising vital
funds for KEMP Hospice
through sponsorship.

For those who cannot make
August 17, they can organ-
ise their own day to under-
take the jump. Organisers of
the event from the KEMP
Hospice are happy to meet
with people to help them find
a time to suit them.

A KEMP Hospice spokes-
person said: “Perhaps you've
got a special occasion like
a big birthday coming up,
fancy a Christmas cracker
of a challenge and want to
do a Santa Skydive or maybe

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Could you undertake a
daring skydive for the KEMP
Hospice? Picture © rosst400
via Canva. s

make the leap in memory of
someone special.”

There are two options avail-
able. The first involves pledg-
ing a minimum amount in
sponsorship for at least two
weeks before the jump date
and the charity will cover the
skydive cost.

Or, alternatively, pay for
the skydive and then raise
as much as possible in spon-
sorship to support the care
and support KEMP offers
throughout the Wyre Forest.

People can get in touch
with the KEMP Hospice fund-
raising team by calling 01562
756066, emailing fundraising
@kemphospice.org.uk or
visiting kemphospice.org.
uk/support-us/fundraising/
events-challenges/ for more
information.

More volunteers needed for community cafe

AN APPEAL has been
launched by Wolverley
Memorial Community Cafe
for more volunteers to help
it meet increasing demand.

The cafe is open at
Wolverley Memorial Hall
from 10.30am to 3.30pm

every Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday and
between 9am and 12pm on
selected Saturdays.

The group said: “We have
a fabulous team of volun-
teers but due to our increas-
ing popularity we are get-

ting busier each week. Have
you got just a few hours to
spare to join us?”

Anyone interested in find-
ing out more can call the
cafe on 01902 327713 or
pop in during the cafe’s
opening hours for a chat.

Lucas Kwong and Freddie Meddows, both four, are among the children who are thrilled
with their growing caterpillars. s

Butterflies leave tots in wonder

THE ENTHUSIASM

of youngsters at
Kidderminster’s Little
Trinity Nursery is fly-
ing high after they
witnessed first-hand
the incredible life cycle
journey of their baby
butterflies.

As part of their sum-
mer term activities,
the children are closely
observing each stage
of the butterflies’
development, sparking
‘wonder and curiosity at
every turn.

Nursery manager

Gaynor Carter said:
“The butterfly’s life
cycle is a captivating
process which starts as
tiny eggs before hatch-
ing into hungry cater-
pillars, which spend
their days munching
away and growing
rapidly, so it’s highly
entertaining for the
children to watch.”
After shedding their
skin several times,
the caterpillars form
a chrysalis, where a
remarkable transforma-
tion takes place before

they finally become
adults.

Gaynor added: “It’s
truly heartwarming
to see the children’s
joy and excitement as
they watch these tiny
creatures grow and
change as they prepare
to become adult but-
terflies ready for their
release into the wild.

“This hands-on
experience brings the
magic of nature to life,
making learning both
delightful and memora-
ble for the children.”

@ The Will Partners

hard for...

people

Over 30 years' experience in
the Will writing business

Wills, Trusts & Power
of Attorney
OR
Free review of your
existing Will
® Protect your home and
everything that you have worked

e Friendly and experienced local

e Free Home Visit

Call us Today

01527 877313

Email: hello@thewillpartners.co.uk

www.thewillpartners.co.uk
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Getting the band back together

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THERE was plenty of long-
awaited laughter and recall-
ing cherished memories when
former friends and partners
of Stourport School and the
brass band got together for
reunions.

The first event was last Friday
when school friends met up and,
a day later, the first members of
Stourport Secondary Modern
School brass band got together at
The Black Star in the town.

On the Saturday, 20 former origi-
nal band members journeyed to
meet up from across the world,
including Australia, USA, Germany,
Denmark, Cheshire, Cirencester,
Lichfield, Kidderminster and, of
course, Stourport, to catch up and
reminisce.

The school brass band was start-
ed in 1962 by Dennis Taylor who
led and developed the band for

three years before moving away. It
was then George Jackson took over
the leadership.

In 1968 it became the Stourport
Youth Band and then group grew
and changed to become what is
now known as Stourport-on-Severn

Brass Band.

Acknowledging this, Dennis was
a special guest of honour at the
first band reunion in 2016 and was
again invited to the 2019 reunion
to celebrate Stourport Brass Band’s
50th anniversary.

Band members Rob Chell and
Valda Parkinson (Townsend) were
instrumental in making the event
possible, enabling everyone to
remain close and connected.
Visit: facebook.com/
StourportonSevernBrassBand for

more on the renowned Stourport-
on-Severn Brass Band, its events
and its reunions.

Former original band members
- both living locally and from
across the world - met up for
the reunion. s

Mayor to open

THE NEW and improved play area
at Broadwaters Mill Park is set
to officially open at 11am today
(Friday).

The area, which is now called
‘Broadwaters Dingle’, is ready to
welcome young adventurers.

Fittingly coinciding with the
half-term  holidays, the Mayor of
Kidderminster, Coun Doug Hine

new play area

will conduct the

A Kidderminster Town Council
spokesperson said the space would
be available for everyone to enjoy.

“With fantastic new equipment
and a fresh design, Broadwaters
Dingle is set to be a wonderful
community spot for fun, play, and
making memories.

“We hope to see you there.”

OVER 55’5 LIVING

MEADOWS

Albion Meadows is situated in the delightful village
of Hanley Swan, Worcestershire. We aim to create
homes that have deep links with the surrounding
community and a real sense of belonging. Hanley
Swan, a quintessentially English village with a
duck pond, has many amenities such as a well-
stocked shop, and thriving pub.

Looking for the perfect place to enjoy your
retirement? Albion Meadows offers spacious
one and two-bedroom apartments designed
for the active over-55s, providing the ideal
balance of independence and comfort with
24-hour support in a beautiful countryside
setting.

-~

The village is located near to the historic Malvern

close at hand.

The apartments

town of Upton-Upon-Severn with the M5

provide well-appointed

Hills, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
as well as the excellent Three Counties Show
Ground. Nearby is also the delightful riverside

homes rooted in the surrounding countryside
with spacious balconies, a kitchen garden,
and easily accessible walks in the grounds.
The design of the new homes has practical
living at the heart, with easily controllable
underfloor heating throughout, level access
wet rooms, a separate utility and ample
storage space. All that modern retirement
living requires. There is also an owner’s
lounge, hairdressers, restaurant, formal
gardens and gym on site for you to enjoy.
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New panels
installed in
next stage of
flood scheme

BEWDLEY Town Council
has shared the latest
update on the construction
of a flood risk management
scheme.

It says work on the Bewdley Left
Bank Flood Risk Management
Scheme is progressing well.

The major milestone for last
week was the arrival of the glass
panel components on site and
‘hese are starting to be installed
along the flood wall.

The glass panels will bring the
flood wall up to full height when
completed.

The necessary tests have
already been completed for the
glass panels at an off-site testing
centre.

Among them were a ‘static
leakage test’ — this is where water
is held against the panels to a
required level to test for leakage
of the seals — and a ‘dynamic
impact test’ when a heavy object
is released and hits into the pan-
als to test their durability with
water next to them.

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A ‘current leakage test’ has also
been carried out. This is where a
turbulent flow of water is forced
past the screen.

This technique is also used to
test the seals and ensure they are
water tight.

Over the bank holiday week-
end, Severn Trent Water made
improvements to the current
drainage system.

A one-way traffic measure was
put in place while this work was
carried out.

The Bewdley Left Bank Flood
Risk Management Scheme
is being undertaken by the
Environment Agency, along
with its construction partners
Jackson Civil Engineering and
Arup.

Visit this story online at
kidderminsterstandard.co.uk to
watch a video of the flood pre-
vention scheme’s panel testing
process.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

ABOVE: The
glass panels
are being
installed as
part of the
Bewdley
Left Bank
Flood Risk
Management
Scheme.

LEFT:

Work is
progressing
well on the
flood
prevention
scheme. s

Pictures

by the
Environment
Agency. s
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Festival ready
for royal date

A PORTRAYAL of HM Queen
Elizabeth I will be given at
Bewdley Baptist Church at 2pm
tomorrow (Saturday, May 31).

Lesley Smith will offer an ency-
clopaedic knowledge and true-life
personification of the monarch as
part of Bewdley Festival.

The event will take viewers
back to the time of Drake, Raleigh
and Shakespeare and recount the
dramatic details of Elizabeth I's
unprecedented impact on English
and European politics.

A Bewdley Festival spokesper-
son said: “Do come along and
join us on this fascinating jour-
ney.”

Visit Bewdley Festival Box
Office online at boxoffice.bewdley
festival.org.uk for more informa-
tion and to book tickets.

Get thinking to
join charity quiz
TRIVIA whizzes can put their
knowledge to the test at a charity
quiz night in Blakedown.

The event, at 7.45pm next
Saturday, June 7, at the Blakedown
Parish Rooms, will raise funds for
The Friends of Churchill Church.
Doors open at 7pm.

Teams can contain up to six
people. First prize is §60 and
other prizes are available.

Admission is §£12 per person
which includes a ploughman’s
lunch and cake.

Call Viv on 07530 228850 or
Jenny on 07947 694185 for more
information and to book places.

Medallists
Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
Bromsgrove

Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
We Buy Medals, Coins, Jewellery, Gold and Silver

Experts available Monday to Friday,
Saturday drop off service until 12.00pm.

Home visits available on request.
collectables@worcmedal.com

01527 835375 07889757199
124 High Street, Bromsgrove. B61 8HJ
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LEFT - Sea
Cadets from
Worcester
and Sandwell.
Picture by D
Spencer. s

RIGHT -
Commander
Ben Dando of
824 Squadron,
Royal Navy,
addresses the
ceremony.
Picture by D
Spencer. s

The ‘Glorious’ nameplate on locomotive 50033 after the rededication ceremony.
Picture by Neil Gordon Media. s

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Glorious day

A POINGANT CEREMONY
took place to rededicate a
locomotive named after a
Royal Navy aircraft carrier
which sank with the tragic
loss of over 1,200 lives.

Class 50 diesel loco-
motive, number 50033
named Glorious, after HMS
Glorious, was rededicated at
the Severn Valley Railway’s
Kidderminster station earlier
this month in a ceremony
to commemorate next week’s
85th anniversary of the ship’s
sinking.

Representatives from
the Severn Valley Railway,
the Class 50 Alliance and
the Royal Navy attended,
along with relatives of some
of those who died on the
ship, while Sea Cadets from
‘Worcester and Sandwell pro-
vided an honour guard.

by Neil Gordon
news@bullivantmedia.com

The railway’s manag-
ing director, Gus Dunster,
opened the ceremony with
poignant words on the his-
tory of the relationship
between the names the Class
50 locomotives bear and
their Naval counterparts,
before Commanding Officer
Ben Dando, 825 Naval Air
Squadron, paid a heartfelt
tribute to the legacy of HMS
Glorious’ sinking and the
bravery of the crew and her
escorts.

The locomotive’s name-
plate was re-unveiled during
the ceremony and the Last
Post was played by Bugler,
Squadron Leader (Retired),
Jason Davenhill. The serv-

ice ended with the Rev Paul
Roberts giving a Blessing.

HMS Glorious and her
escorts, HMS Ardent and
HMS Acasta, were all sunk
by German battleships
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau
in the North Sea on June 8,
1940, with the loss of 1,531
lives.

And 1,207 of those who
died were men and boys on
HMS Glorious in what was
the Royal Navy’s worst loss
of the Second World War,
resulting in the tragedy being
subject to a 100-year secre-
cy order by the Board of
Inquiry.

Locomotive 50033 entered
British Rail service in 1968
and was named ‘Glorious’ in
1977. It is now preserved and
based at the Severn Valley
Railway.

A lifestyle
tailored
to you

care uK

Residents' quality of life is at
the heart of everything we do,
enabling each individual to lead
independent, fulfilling lives.

If you're considering a care home,
call 01905 971 358 or visit
careuk.com/perry-manor

Inspected and rated

Q&g
Perry Manor care home
Worcester

Trusted to care
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**NOW AVAILABLE*+

Refresh your kitchen 4! MONTHS

with a Simple but INTEREST FREE CRED|T

ENJOY YOUR LUXURY KITCHEN NOW - pay LATER

stunning makeover &

Subject to status, terms and
conditions apply.

Joe’s Doors can transform your kitchen by replacing
doors, panels and trims. Choose from a wide range of
kitchen styles for a cost-effective, fuss-free service that
can be completed in under two days... and best of all
you don’'t even need to empty the cupboards!

Enjoy your stunning kitchen makeover now and pay
later with our 24 months interest-free credit. Book
today for a quick, beautiful kitchen makeover.

v/ No need to empty cupboards —= = ~
v/ No mess, no fuss [

v/ Most fitted in a day ‘l

v Made to measure

AS SEENONTV « PROUDLY MADEIN THEUK « FAMILY RUN BUSINESS -

Transform your worktops with Quartzize stone overlays

Why replace your worktops when this unique quartz
overlay simply fits over your existing surface.
Here are some of the amazing benefits:

* Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

« Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.
« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.
» Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

(QUARTZIZE I « Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

*Limited pericd promofional voucher. T and C's apply.

FITS OVER YOUR FULLY FITTED
EXISTING WORKTOP NATIONWIDE
Just three simple steps to transform your existing kitchen: ok A ok ok ok k ********
JUNE BONUS
You choose from our range We'll book a date to [ e

We take some
measurements... of doors and worktops... transform your kitchen.

< ' @ CHOICE OF
| COLOURS

FREE SINK

WORTH OVER £229°

01562 610289 - joesdoors.co.uk Fsant s vouhertour Homeconstat

on the day of your Quartzize survey.

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 92.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience.
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A dog enjoys a ramble out among the por:?ies in Cookley.

Pictures courtesy of Wyre Forest District

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

ouncil. s

The Cookley fields have been providing an ideal b
for a stroll during National Walking Month. s

The Standard, Friday May 30, 2025
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Poppies b synonymous with peace and
Remembrance after they grew on the Ypres battlefields. s

Poppies produce fields of colour

THESE poppy fields in Cookley
look absolutely stunning as the
red flowers came into bloom.

While red poppies usually flower in
the UK in May or June, they are more
commonly known with Remembrance
in November.

The flowers’ association with con-
flict and loss came about because of
the connections to the First World
‘War and the iconic poem ‘In Flanders
Fields’ by John McCrae. Poppies
thrived and grew on the battlefields
of Ypres and led to them being syn-
onymous with as a peaceful future
following war.

The fields in Cookley, off the A449
between Kidderminster and Stourton,
have grown poppies for years, lead-
ing to it becoming a magnet for pho-
tographers and nature enthusiasts
from across the region.

People who visit the Cookley’s

WAL

The poppies look stunning under the
sunny spring sky. s

poppy fields are urged to stay on the
paths and not pick the flowers so
they can remain there for everyone
to enjoy them.

These pictures were posted by
Wyre Forest District Council to coin-
cide with May being National Walking
Month.

This month was chosen as, along
with two bank holidays, the days

get longer and it is a great time to
get out, exercise and take in some
fresh air.

‘Walking is proven to improve car-
diovascular fitness and boost mental
health, reducing stress and providing
an opportunity for mindfulness.

And, with so much beautiful coun-
tryside, parks and other green areas
in the Wyre Forest, people do not
have to travel far to indulge in this
free form of exercise.

As well as posting its own images,
the council wants to see residents’
pictures of their walks in the district.
Visit the poppy post on the coun-
cil’'s Facebook page facebook.com/
‘WyreForest to submit pictures.

Go to wyreforestdc.gov.uk/things-
to-see-do-and-visit/visit-wyre-forest/
walking-in-wyre-forest/ for a number
of waymarked walking routes in the
area.

There are poppies as far as the eye can see. s

* ok ok Xk
jwté-o/ -
Holidays c

WALK IN
THE SHOES
OF AN ICON

ELVIS

EVOLUTION

THE IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE

ELVIS EVOLUTION
& LONDON

music’s greatest icons.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

London with breakfast
¢/ Admission to Elvis Evolution
¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightsee

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £229

Single Supplement £50

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 ..

are free within inclusive minutes packages

e standard ra

wiﬁ

3

Departing Sun 20 Jul ‘25, Sun 28 Sep ‘25

He is the ‘King of Rock and Roll’ whose legacy cannot be
underestimated, and now we can experience Elvis Presley’s
legendary journey for ourselves at Elvis Evolution in London.
Don’t miss your chance to see this celebration of one of

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport
¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) outside

Trustpilot

TiM RICE

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER
SUMMER 2025

*

JAMIELLOYD

EVITA AT THE
PALLADIUM MATINEE SHOW & LONDON

Departing Sat 9 Aug ‘25, Sat 23 Aug ‘25

Join us for a performance Evita at the Palladium Theatre,
telling the story of Eva Perdn, from her early life of poverty
to the highest office in Argentina. Don’t miss this spectacular
musical, with a score full of iconic songs like Don’t

Cry For Me Argentina.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport
¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) outside

London with full English breakfast
¢/ Grand Circle ticket (matinee performance)

ing

¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Ticket upgrades available

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £1 69

Single Supplement E50

or visit us online at

H justgohols

ote 0sG justgoholidays.com/OSG

tes apply

Reader Travel,

THE CORONATION STREET
EXPERIENCE

Departing Sat 16 Aug ‘25

Immerse yourself in the world of Corrie on our two-day break
to visit Coronation Street: The Tour. The new exhibition hall
features original costumes and iconic props, along with replica
interiors of the Rovers Return, The Dobbs’ and Roy’s Rolls.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel in the northwest area (JG2 rating)
with dinner & breakfast

v/ Admission to The Coronation Street Experience at
MediaCityUK, Manchester

¢/ En-route visit to Liverpool

suveg
2 Days by Coach on@ £169 s
Single Supplement £30 Mot

BEST COMPANY

1
&)
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Alex Thompson and Lydia Peters who play ‘Seymour’ and ‘Audrey’ from Little Shop

of Horrors, along with the plant ‘baby pod Audrey 2’. s

CULT classic ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ will be
staged at Blakedown Parish Rooms from
June 25 to 28.

The show will be Theatre 282’s first ever
musical production.

The show follows a down-on-his-luck flo-
rist who stumbles upon a mysterious plant
with a growing appetite for fame, fortune
and fresh blood, that just might change his
life. But what will be the cost?

A Theatre 282 spokesperson said: “Our
talented cast and amazing crew are hard at
work to create an incredible show that you
really don’t want to miss.”

Tickets are £14 (£13 concessions) with
shows at 7.30pm each evening and there
will be tea, coffee, a bar, sweets and snacks
available to buy.

Visit: www.theatre282.com for more and
to buy tickets.

A SUMMER of music
at Riverside Meadows
kicks off this Sunday,
June 1, with ultimate
Bon Jovi tribute Bad
Medicine UK.

The show - which runs
from 2pm to 4pm - is free to
watch and will offer an unfor-
gettable afternoon of classic
rock with a high-energy, hit-
packed and family-friendly
performance.

The Bon Jovi classics,
including ‘Livin’ on a Prayer’,
‘Always’ and, of course ‘Bad
Medicine’ will be belted out
at the bandstand.

The event has been organ-

The Standard, Friday May 30, 2025

Meadows set to
host free music

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.
com

ised by Wyre Forest District
Council.

A spokesperson said: “With
powerhouse vocals and elec-
trifying guitar work, it’s the
full Bon Jovi experience in a
beautiful riverside setting.

“Bring your picnic chairs,
blankets, and your best sing-
ing voices for a fun, relaxed
afternoon in the park.

“Whether you're a die-hard
Bon Jovi fan or just love live
music, this is one you won’t

want to miss.”

The event will kickstart
a number of free concerts
as part of Riverside Park’s
‘Music in the Park’.

They all take place on
Sundays from 2pm to 4pm.

Other artists and bands on
the way next month include
Anne Duggan and Rob Hines
(June 8), Black Country Brass
(June 15) and the Barcodes

(June 29).

And there will be further
performances throughout
July and August.

Visit: wyreforestdc.gov.uk/
whatson for more informa-
tion.

Chance to have a chat with Mayor

THE MAYOR of Stourport will host the lat-
est in his regular open-door surgery series
between 10am and 12pm this Wednesday,
June 4.

The consultation with Coun John Thomas
will take place in the Mayor’s Parlour at the
Civic Centre, Stourport.

There are six appointment slots available
for both Stourport residents and business
owners.

Each slot is 20 minutes long and will give

individuals the opportunity to have an infor-
mal chat with Coun Thomas about their ideas
and concerns regarding the town.

Anyone wanting to book a slot should
email: enquiries@stourporttowncouncil.gov.
uk along with their name, contact number
and a brief description of what they would
like to talk about.

This will enable the Mayor to gather any
information that might be needed ahead of
the get-together.

For all the latest news log onto www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Their

When choosing a school,

many parents naturally
think about curriculum, class
sizes and pastoral care — but

just as important is the

question of opportunity.

What kind of experiences will my child
encounter? How will they be encouraged
to explore, test their limits and develop
the skills and mindset to shape their own
future?

At The Downs Malvern, we see
education as a journey shaped by
curiosity and challenge. Our pupils aren’t
just learners; they are young explorers,
navigating a world of ideas and
experiences that help them grow into
confident, thoughtful individuals.

Our size allows us to remain personal
and agile, but it’s the richness of our
environment that truly sets us apart.
Pupils here don’t simply follow a
timetable; they follow a path shaped by

Path

discovery.
From subject-specialist teaching and

dedicated music and science spaces to a

working smallholding, excellent sports

facilities and 55 acres of open space, we

offer an education built on breadth as
well as depth. Whether they’re

performing on stage, exploring robotics
in DT or experimenting in the labs, our

pupils develop a love of learning that
goes far beyond the classroom.
We also offer comprehensive

wraparound care to support busy family
life, including a wide range of engaging
extracurricular activities and our much-

loved Saturday morning Hobbies
programme. This balance of structure
and flexibility gives families confidence
— and children the freedom to thrive.

There’s a reason we were awarded Small

Independent School of the Year 2024.
We offer more than just a great

education; we offer the kind of start that
helps young people find their direction.

Where Explorers Find

If you’re considering options for your child’s next step, we
warmly invite you to join us on Saturday 14th June

for our Open Day.

Andy Nuttall, Headmaster

The Downs Malvern

Today’s explorers, tomorrow’s role models.

ADVERTISEMENT

THE DOWNS
M
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Library at home
service offers
essential lifeline

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

WORCESTERSHIRE’S
Library Service at Home
is providing a lifeline by
bringing books directly
to the doors of people
who need assistance.
The service is run by pas-
sionate  volunteers from
Worcestershire County
Council and helps those who
cannot visit their local library
due to health or mobility issues
or caring responsibilities.
Nina, one wuser, said:
“Having books delivered is
truly a blessing. I rely on them
to help manage my health.
“My vision struggles make
it difficult to read, so I receive
six large print books and six
audiobooks each month.
“When I have an asthma
attack at night, I listen to an
audiobook, the soothing voice
helps me relax and drift back
to sleep. These books aren’t
just an escape — they help
me cope with pain, ease my
stress, and bring me comfort
when I need it most.”

Nina with library service at
home volunteer Glenis. s

Nina also valued the per-
sonal connection the service
brought with it.

“I look forward to their visit
every month,” she added.

“But I know there must be
others, even more isolated
than I am, who look forward
to it even more.

“For those of us with mobil-
ity issues, it’s a connection to
the outside world, something
that feels so precious. The
service is an essential part
of my pain management and
relaxation routine.

“It helps me cope with my
long-term condition, enabling
me to do more and enjoy life
again.”

Hannah Perrott, Worc-

estershire County Council’s
assistant director for commu-
nities, added: “It’s incredibly
rewarding to see how much
this service means to people.

“Knowing that a simple
visit and the right book can
improve someone’s mental
and physical health is what
makes this service so spe-
cial.”

Last year, 269 library vol-
unteers generously gifted over
800 hours of their combined
time to make more than 1,800
Library Service at Home visits
and deliveries to 178 custom-
ers across the county.

The stories of Nina and
countless others highlight how
libraries help people build
resilience, find purpose, fullfil
their potential and connect
with others, whether through
the Mobile Library Service,
volunteering, parent and baby
groups, NHS partnerships or
through schemes, such as the
Young Poet Laureate competi-
tion.

Visit worcestershire.gov.uk/
council-services/worcester-
shire-libraries/ for more on
the Library at Home service.

Lindley, Lisa Brooke
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Learning team on award shortlist

THE ADULT Learning
Service at Worcestershire
County Council has been
shortlisted as a finalist in
this year’s national Family
Learning Awards.

The accolades, organ-
ised by the lifelong learn-
ing scheme Campaign for
Learning and the National
Centre for Family Learning,
celebrate imaginative,
innovative and engaging
projects across the UK
which make a real differ-
ence to families and their
communities.

The STEM Learning
Award recognises organi-
sations which best dem-
onstrate imaginative,
engaging and innovative
approaches to deliver fam-
ily learning.

Adult Learning
Worcestershire’s Family

Learning team have been
shortlisted for the 2025
STEM Learning Award,
which recognises their
‘Solar System and Beyond’
course.

The course, carried out
in Worcestershire primary
schools with parents and
carers joining their child,
weaves science, technol-
ogy, engineering and maths
(STEM) into a friendly,
inclusive, and fun learning
experience.

Jessica Harris, Adult
Learning Worcestershire’s
family learning manager,
said everyone was so proud
to be shortlisted.

“They single out those
making a difference in
inspiring engagement, and
I am over the moon our
Solar System and Beyond
course has helped spark

enthusiasm for STEM sub-
jects and careers across
schools in Worcestershire.
“I am incredibly proud
and humbled to see our
work recognised on a
national learning stage, and
it would not be possible
without our dedicated team
- but most importantly, I
want to thank our amazing
learners, who are at the
heart of everything we do.”
The Family Learning
Awards highlight organisa-
tions that have used new
approaches and collabora-
tions in the past year to
create inclusive learning
opportunities for families.
Family Learning Award
winners will be announced
on June 12.
Visit nationalcentrefor-
familylearning.org/family-
learning-awards for more.

Malvern Goldsmiths, 28-30

Belle Vue Terrace, Malvern, WR14 4PZ

Quarter Jewellery (The most reasonable
jewellers in Worcester) has now been
open for 18 years, | have always
endeavoured to run the shop as jewellers
were run when | started in the jewellery
trade 59 years ago. Five years ago we
were lucky enough to acquire the lease
of 28, Belle Vue Terrace, Great Malvern a
beautifully fitted Victorian pharmacy, now
reborn as Malvern Goldsmiths

We have a large range of new, antique
and second hand jewellery in both shops.

Having had factories in both Birmingham
Jewellery Quarter and Asia, we are able to
make diamond rings, pendants and
earrings, all of them priced to be able
to beat “High Street multiples”
and internet sellers.

We value for Insurance, probate and
sale between parties.

We are always happy to offer for your
unwanted jewellery etc, this service is
free, If you have a jewellery problem,
we are happy to advise without
any obligation.

Quarter Jewellery, 27 The Shambles,
Worcester, WR1 2RA




The Standard, Friday May 30, 2025

Youngsters
plot moves at
chess event

by Aine McLean

YOUNG chess players across
‘Worcestershire can put their
skills to the test at an event
taking place on June 28 at the
University of Worcester.

The event is being held as
part of the UK School’s Chess
Challenge, which provides a
brilliant opportunity for young
players to compete against one
other and hone their abilities.

It is open to all born after
August 31, 2006 (under-18s)
with an entry fee of £25.

The event begins at 9.30am
on June 28, ending around

5pm.

The ECF (English Chess
Federation) rating system and
a time control of 15mins plus
10secs is being used at the
event, meaning players can
expand their experience and
knowledge of chess.

Entrants can possibly qualify
for the Gigafinals in July and
September.

The organisers say it is a
perfect opportunity for any
young chess players who wish
to demonstrate their skills and
potentially win big prizes in
the Terafinal.

Visit delanceyukschoolschess
challenge.com/product/2025-
worcester-megafinal/ for more
information and to apply.

The deadline for entries is
June 26.

by Alexander Shingler

THE NEW cabinet for
Worcestershire County
Council, following the elec-
tion, has been formally
appointed.

A new Chairman and Vice Chair,
who ensure meetings stay fair and
neutral, were also appointed in the
first full meeting since the elec-
tions on May 1.

Reform UK became the biggest
party on the council.

The elected council leader, as
reported last week, is Coun Joanne
Monk, Reform UK representative
for Redditch East.

The positions of Deputy Council
Leader and Cabinet Member
with Responsibility for One
Worcestershire have been handed
to Coun Monk’s Redditch East co-
representative Coun David Taylor.

The Cabinet Member with

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Respon51b111ty for Adult Social Care
is Coun Susan Eacock and Coun
Justin Bowen will have the respon-
sibility for Children and Families.
The Member with Responsibility
for Environment and Communities
is Coun Ian Cresswell and Coun Dr
Stephen Foster will be the Cabinet

Member with Responsibility
for Education and ND
(Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities).

The Cabinet Member with
Responsibility for Health and
Community Support is Coun Dr
Satinder Bell and Coun Robert
‘Wharton has the responsibility for
Finance and Efficiency.

The Cabinet Member with
Responsibility for Highways and
Transport is Coun Karl Perks
and Coun Alan Amos has landed
the role of Cabinet Member with
Responsibility for Business and
Training.

Coun Louis Stephen and Coun
Paul Bennett were appointed
Chairman and Vice-Chairman as
respectively.

Coun Monk said: “It is a privi-
lege to serve the people of
‘Worcestershire.

“They have spoken and given
us a mandate to bring about the
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i The new-look
Worcestershire
County Council
|| met for the first
time to decide
a number of
|| cabinet roles
and the new
chairman and
vice-chairman.
s

Inset, county
council
leader, Coun

~ Jo Monk, and
deputy leader,
Coun David
Taylor. s

changes they want to see. We are
excited and bring a new energy to
the council.

“We pledge to listen to what
people are telling us and will be
straight on to the issues that mat-

ter.

“Reform UK councillors stand for
common sense values that make
England and our country strong:
family, community and country,
and yes — we want to sort out the
potholes too.

“To all those who feel let down
by previous administrations, know
that we will be protecting people
and ensuring all the services that
they expect and deserve, are there
for them.”

Visit worcestershire.gov.uk/web-
casts for the full webcast of the
cabinet appointment meeting and
to access recordings of previous
and upcoming council meetings.

The next full council meeting is
scheduled for July 10.

-

f 3 ROWBERRYS

The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butcherg, Deli and Restaurant

WW

Brighten up vour garden
with our selection of bedding
plants, hanging baskets and

Our Restaurant

serves a wide variety of
home-cooked meals, breakfasts,

puddings, cakes and afternoon teas

Hot iood is served
8.30am till 3.30pm daily!

planted tubs.

‘Top quality home grow plants
@ affordable prices!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5.00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am- 4. 30pm

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003

“We ke(;p our
Family owned Farm Shop

stocked with seasonal fresh fruit, vegetables

and grocery items.
Our deli is stocked with sweet treats,
savoury snacks and cheeses.

| Our Butchery offers a wide selection of local &
| British meats and we even have a fresh fish counter.

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬁl’ind us on Facebook




PAGE 18

Pippa Sanderson from Malvern Bitters, an award-winning,
small batch UK cocktail bitters company based on the Malvern
Hills. s

Cofton Greens was among the businesses at the event - it supplies
microgreens to independent restaurants. s
Pictures by Helen Yandell Photography.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Sarah Starkey, owner of Commonwood Farm, a sixth
generation family farm in Knighton-on-Teme, Tenbury
Wells, specialising in vintage perry and cider. s

SIXWAYS Stadium in
Worcester held the first-
ever Taste Worcestershire
Producer and Buyer
Event.

The get-together showcased
more than 25 of the county’s
independent food and drink
producers from across hospi-
tality, retail and tourism.

The event, held on May 20,
was created to strengthen local
supply chains and give produc-
ers the opportunity to advertise
their goods to Worcestershire.

More than 65 buyers attend-
ed, representing numerous
hotels, farm shops, restaurants,
supermarkets and visitor attrac-
tions.

OFTEN IMITATED BUT

Wh|Ie all costs are going up -

N

e,
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There were plenty of stalls to peruse from a variety of

producers at Sixways Stadium. s

Taste for success

by Aine McLean

It shone a spotlight on the
incredible produce available in
Worcestershire and has given
a platform to many deserving
producers.

The occasion was certainly
a commendable celebration of
quality, creativity and collabo-
ration.

Lorna Robinson, visitor econ-
omy and destination manager
at Visit Worcestershire, said: “It
was absolutely fabulous to see
so many meaningful connec-
tions being made — the energy
in the room was fantastic.”

She also added her excite-

ment for a further event in
October — Taste Worcestershire
— which will highlight the coun-
ty’s food and drink. The event
will showcase what is on offer
in the county and to motivate
more people to dine out during
this unmistakably quiet hospi-
tality period.

Producers or businesses
interested in getting involved
can email visitworcestershire
@worcestershire.gov.uk to
request a business pack.

October 2025 plans and
details for Taste Worcestershire
will be announced soon.

Go to visitworcestershire.org
— the Visit Worcestershire web-
site — for the latest updates.

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

NEW FLUSH
WINDOWS

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

Competitive Prices

Full ited

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE
BACKED

BILL

0

MO

JRE

o) A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL

01789 41511 07729 539239 WWW. |ll||m00I‘ESWIIIl|0WSiIIIl|l|00l‘s co.uk
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J%e RAVEN

A pub in the village of Claines close to Worcester run
by Frankie Owens’ Good Host Group.

We focus on good, relaxed pub food with interesting
wines, cocktails and beers. A public house with a rich
history, The Raven houses a restaurant, bar area and
beer garden and reopened 19th May 2025 after
extensive refurbishment.

A Good Host Group pub is full of eccentric British
charm with worldly sensibilities, we create unique,
welcoming and charming spaces. Perfect for first
dates and five-hundredth dates. For treating yourself
and treating each other. For quiet evenings and
sing-a-long nights. For roasts with the family and
drinks with the team. For passers by and treasured
locals. For old friends, new friends and friends you
haven’t met yet. For regulars, reunions and revellers.
For the good times.

TABLES ARE FILLING FAST
so visit www.theravenworcester.co.uk to book your spot today
or call 01905 978550

The Raven,

Droitwich Road, . @ theravenworcester
Worcester WR3 7SR &
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Business help proves
Essential to Karen

A REDDITCH-BASED
entrepreneur has trans-
formed almost two dec-
ades of bid management
and writing experience
into a thriving consul-
tancy, thankstobespoke
business support pro-
vided by Enterprising
Worcestershire,

Bid Essentials waslaunched
in January 2023 by Karen
Nolan following her depar-
ture from her long-standing
corporate career in the con-
struction sector.

The help has enabled her
to successfully transition into
a freelancer to offering stra-

by Aine McLean

tegic support to small and

medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs).
‘When Karen first contacted

Worcestershire Growth Hub,
she was seeking advice on a
digital platform idea.

This led to her receiv-
ing tailored coaching, mar-
keting support and a place
on Betaden Incubate (the
county’s technology accel-
erator), giving her the clarity
to begin developing her new
platform.

Pursuing long-term suc-
cess for growing business-
es across Worcestershire,

the programme provides
up to 10 hours of fully-
funded, one-to-one support
with a dedicated business
coach.

Karen credits a great
amount of her success to the
support she received from
the Worcestershire Growth
Hub.

She said: “One conversa-
tion with the Growth Hub
really changed everything.”

Gary Woodman, assist-
ant director for economy
at Worcestershire County
Council, added: “Karen’s
story is a great example of
how Worcestershire’s busi-
ness support network helps

people turn expertise into
opportunity.”

Ms Nolan’s new business
model now focuses on one-
to-one coaching, bid training
and tender readiness assess-
ments to help SMEs build the
skills and confidence to win
public sector contracts.

And since finding success,
she has become a SkillsBoost
provider and has been nomi-
nated for a Chamber of
Commerce award in June
2025.

Worcestershire  County
Council offers a wide range of
support toany Worcestershire
business owner looking to
grow, diversify or innovate
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Karen Nolan, from Bid Essentials, has praised the
Worcestershire Growth Hub for the help it offered. s

through providing expert

advice, funding access and

innovation programmes.
Business owners can visit:

worcestershiregrowthhub.
co.uk for more on what the
Growth Hub can do for their
companies.

GROWTH F

‘\;R Busy

A Worcestershire Growth Hub
employee offering business

support during a recent event. s

THE WORCESTERSHIRE Growth

ment, retention, and workforce

Worcestershire

. Free Growth Hub sessions will boost county businesses

Judy Gibbs, have the support they need to

Hub has launched a series of free
HR workshops for local employ-
ers.
The Growth Hub is the county
council’s business support serv-
ice, offering advice, resources
and connections to help local
firms thrive.

The new workshop sessions, in
partnership with Herefordshire
and Worcestershire Chamber of
Commerce, are open to all coun-
ty businesses and aim to address
key challenges around recruit-

development.

The sessions have been shaped
by feedback from Worcestershire
businesses, with each of the
seven workshops offering prac-
tical advice on tailored top-
ics including action planning,
inclusive practices and closing
skills gaps. Sessions, starting in
June, are designed to be practi-
cal, localised, and easy to imple-
ment, and will also provide net-
working opportunities with other
Worcestershire employers.

County Council’s head of skills
and employability, said business-
es would have the opportunity to
access free advice and support
in the areas they had told the
authority they needed.

“Anyone attending should leave
with practical guidance they can
apply immediately in their own
workplace, and the sessions will
greatly aid them in terms of
future workforce planning.

“It’s important to us businesses
which call Worcestershire ‘home’

continue growing and succeed-
ing, especially in a changing
business landscape, which is
why services like Worcestershire
Growth Hub are essential.”

Free sessions begin on
Thursday, June 5, but those
interested need to visit event-
brite.com/cc/4240723 as places
need to be booked in advance.

Email info@worcester-
shiregrowthhub.co.uk or call
01905 677888 for more on
Worcestershire Growth Hub.

BATHROOM, KITCHEN & BEDROOM DESIGN EXPERTS

Image Interiors

Visit our showroom:
Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.00pm, Saturday 10am - 3pm

01527 576565
www.image-interiors.co.uk

Unit 1 Aston Fields Trading Estate, Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DR
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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ABOVE: Helen
and Maeve both
on ventilation

in the Intensive
Care Unit.

RIGHT: Helen
holding Maeve
with her son
Lorcan and
husband Justin.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

A MOTHER and her
newborn baby who both
needed life support at the
same time were able to
have their first physical
contact, thanks to caring
staff at Worcestershire
Royal Hospital.

This extremely rare event
where both mother, Helen and
her newborn daughter, Maeve
needed the help of ventilators
to breathe, led to a touching
moment where clinical staff
brought them together for
Helen to have her first skin-to-
skin contact with her newborn
daughter despite both still
requiring intensive care.

Helen has a rare condi-
tion called Myasthenia Gravis
which can cause muscle
weakness and shortness of
breath.

In this case some of Helen’s
antibodies appear to have
crossed to Maeve who had to
be admitted to the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit at
‘Worcestershire Royal Hospital
very shortly after birth with
weakness and breathing dif-
ficulties.

At first Maeve required
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Mum and baby
enjoy a very
special moment

some basic breathing support,
but her condition worsened
and she needed intubation and
ventilation - procedures where
a tube is inserted to open the
airway and then a machine
is used to help the patient
breathe.

Shortly after delivering
Maeve, Helen’s condition also
deteriorated and doctors had
to admit her to the Intensive
Care Unit for intubation and
ventilation to help her breathe
as well. Due to her condition,
Helen couldn’t visit Maeve in
the Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit and so hadn’t been able
to hold her newborn daugh-
ter.

As Helen and Maeve both
remained stable on their ven-
tilators, the neonatal team
at Worcestershire Royal
Hospital worked out a plan
to transport Maeve using a
Neonatal Transport Incubator
with a ventilator to the adult
Intensive Care Unit to be by
her mother’s side.

‘When Maeve arrived in the
unit, staff were able to place
her on her mother’s chest for
their first skin-to-skin contact,
with husband and father Justin

watching on alongside Helen’s
parents. A couple of days later,
thanks to great teamwork and
flexibility from both depart-
ments, staff were also able to
bring Helen to visit Maeve in
the Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit while both were still on
ventilators.

In between this time, staff
took photos of Maeve and
placed them around Helen’s
bed for her to see and even
used iPads to give Helen a
FaceTime video call with her
newborn baby.

Justin said: “From day one,
the doctors, nurses, and entire
team made us feel supported
and cared for — not just Maeve,
but us as her parents too.

“Whether it was explain-
ing every little detail or just
offering a reassuring smile
when we needed it most, they
turned a scary time into some-
thing filled with compassion
and strength. We’ll always be
grateful.”

Helen has now been dis-
charged as medically fit and is
doing well. She is able to visit
Maeve in the Neonatal Unit
while Maeve continues to be
monitored.

H
C.US MARTLEY

ALL TYPES OF
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE
BODYWORK, REPAIRS
AND RESPRAYS

01886 888 030

Email: postcvsmartley@gmail.com

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Just for Pets

Just for Pets, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG
(Next to ASDA)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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A week full of laughter in store
at Rik Mayall Comedy Festival

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE MUCH-anticipated inau-
gural Rik Mayall Comedy
Festival gets under way
in Droitwich with an offi-
cial opening at 10.30am in
Victioria Square tomorrow
(Saturday, May 31).

Among those attending will be
comedian and musical satirist Mitch
Benn, cricketing legend and proud
‘honorary citizen of Droitwich’
Ashley Giles who will give the open-
ing speech and committee members,
including the Festival Directors and
Coun Richard Morris.

Others present will include
ITV Central News presenter, and
Droitwich resident, Steve Clamp
who will be the host for the day,
the Mayor of Droitwich Spa, Town
Crier, Edgar Harwood, Chair of
Norbury Theatre, Anne Lane, and
more.

During the event, there will be
comedy performances, live music,
entertainers, children’s shows,
street performers, community vol-
unteers and organisers in full festi-
val gear, market stalls and more.

Full of laughter
The biggest celebration of com-

edy and community ever held in
Droitwich will be an eight-day

bonanza, full of laughter, chaos and
community spirit.

The week-long festival promises
to be an event by the community
for the community with more than
200 events across 30 venues in
Droitwich from tomorrow until next
Saturday, June 7.

From pubs and salons to shop-
ping centres and unexpected cor-
ners of the town, more than half
the shows are free or ‘pay what you
want’, making it one of the most
accessible festivals of its kind.

It is the only festival in the UK
to honour the comedic legacy Rik
Mayall. With the blessing of Rik’s
family, a dedicated all-volunteer
team worked tirelessly with local
businesses, and creative partners
for 14 months to create this unique
event of comedy, creativity and
community pride.

Comedian and musical satirist
Mitch Benn, whose work is signifi-
cantly influenced by Rik Mayall's
fearless comedic style, said: “In my
teenage years I was obsessed with
the Young Ones and the Comic
Strip crew.

“There couldn’t be a more fit-
ting tribute to Rik than this joyous
festival packed with big names and
new talent.

“He’d have loved it — and I'm
thrilled to be part of it.”

Mitch Benn will be performing
at the festival’s launch event on
Saturday morning, before return-
ing to the stage that evening at the

Droitwich Working Men’s Club with
his solo show Wild Eyed Loner at
the Gates of Oblivion — a deeply
personal and hilarious exploration
of how Rik, Ade Edmondson, and
their contemporaries shaped his
comedic worldview.

Festival director Stuart Panrucker
said: “We’re proud to be launching
the biggest cultural event the town
has seen in decades.

“Droitwich Spa is about to take
centre stage and we want everyone
to be part of it.”

New short film

A new short film exploring the
legacy of Rik Mayall in his former
hometown of Droitwich Spa will be
premiered at The Old Cock Inn.

‘Rik Mayall, he was one of ours
you know!’, will be screened free
of charge at the pub tomorrow
(Saturday) - the opening day of
the inaugural Rik Mayall Comedy
Festival.

Opposite the pub on Friar Street is
The Norbury Theatre, hosting many
of the showcase festival events and

the theatre where Rik’s family were
heavily involved for many years. Rik
first trod the boards at the Norbury
and enjoyed a pint at The Old Cock
I

nn.

The new film features thoughts
and images of local people, includ-
ing old school friends and those
who, although never met him, were
touched or inspired by his work.
It was put together by the music
and storytelling collective Harp
and a Monkey in collaboration with
Droitwich Arts Network and local
arts provider Live and Local.

Advance tickets do not need
booking for the premieres, which
run at 1.30pm and 5.30pm at The
Old Cock.

Prior to the showings of the ten-
minute long film ‘Rik Mayall, he
was one of ours you know!’, there
will be screenings at 1pm and 5pm
of another short film, ‘This Side of
the Afterlife’, narrated by Rik.

Entry is FREE for all of the
screenings.

Following the premiere, the
Droitwich-based film will be shown
on aloop in the window of the town’s
library and be available on social
media platforms and YouTube.

Visit: rikmayallcomedyfestival.
com for more information and tick-
ets.

The Rik Mayall Comedy
Festival will officially open
tomorrow.

Picture by Marcus Mingins
2325008MMR

|
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PLAY OUR
SUMMER
RAFFLE

1st Prize 2ndPrize £500
£ 0 0 0 3rd Prize 5 x £50
3 : 4th Prize 10 X £25
Every raffle ticket bought helps
save lives in your community

Tickets £1

Scan the QR code ) E E
For ticket books call our toplay online .

Summer Raffle Hotline on 01628 200 685

midlandsairambulance.com/summerraffie

Postal closing date: 11th July 2025
Online closing date: 16th July 2025
Draw date: 18th July 2025

Gamble
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by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

RUNNERS thinking of
entering the Wythall
and Hollywood Fun Run
have just days left to
get a 10 per cent dis-
count on the entry fee.
The deadline for claiming
the discount for the 5K or
é OK race is on Monday, June

All people have to do is log
onto the website and use the
code ‘BANKHOLIDAY10’ for
the 10 per cent.

The fun run takes place on
Sunday June 22 and runners
of all ages and abilities are
welcome to take part — from
seasoned runners to Couch
to bK graduates and those
wanting to simply soak up
the atmosphere.

The event starts at 10am
from Wythall Park, offering
a friendly, inclusive atmos-
phere and a flat course ideal
for both experienced runners
and first-timers.

‘Whether aiming for a per-
sonal best or just looking

for a fun, the fun run offers
a healthy way to spend a
Sunday.

The event is the perfect
opportunity to get involved in
a great community occasion.

Lisa McNally, Director
of Public Health for
Worcestershire, said: “This is
going to be a brilliant event
in June - definitely one to
add to your running calendar
or your social calendar.

“It’s more than just a race
—it’s a fun day out for all the
family. We're proud to sup-
port events like this which
bring people together and
inspire healthier lifestyles
across Worcestershire.”

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Time is running
out for cut-price
entry to event

Will you be
lining up in
this year’s
Wythall and
Hollywood
Fun Run? s

The run is billed as ‘one of
the Midlands’ friendliest run-
ning events’ and promotes
fitness, fun and community
spirit.

The Wythall and Hollywood
Fun Run is proudly support-
ed by Worcestershire County
Council’s Public Health Team,
as part of its commitment to
promoting health, wellbeing
and community togetherness.
And the Standard is the offi-
cial media partner.

Visit the website at wythall
hollywoodfunrun.org.uk
to book places, for more
information and to watch
highlights from last year’s
event.

The Standard, Friday May 30, 2025

lain Gillett,
advanced
public health
practitioner at
Worcestershire
County Council,
Gary Wickett,
personal trainer
at David Lloyd
Clubs, Alisha
Byrne,

general
manager at
David Lloyd
Clubs and
Steve Cram. s

David Lloyd backing fun run

THE DAVID Lloyd Clubs
in Solihull Cranmore and
Bromsgrove have been
named as the official
sponsor for this year’s
‘Wythall and Hollywood
Fun Run on June 22.

The clubs, renowned for
their premium health and
wellness fitness offerings,
are dedicated to promot-
ing positive physical and
mental wellbeing and sup-
porting local communi-
ties.

Alisha Byrne, general
manager at David Lloyd
Clubs, said the clubs were
proud to be supporting
the event, adding it fitted
in well with the compa-
ny’s ethos of the power of
community and the impor-
tance of staying active.

“This event is designed

to be accessible to every-
one, regardless of age or
fitness level.

“It’s a fantastic opportu-

nity for families and indi-
viduals to come together,
enjoy a day of fitness,
and support a truly wor-
thy cause like Acorns
Children’s Hospice.

“We look forward to
seeing everyone at the
starting line and cheering
on all the participants.”

In the lead-up
to the event, both
David Lloyd Clubs in
Solihull Cranmore and
Bromsgrove have been
offering bespoke running-
focused training sessions
within its clubs to help
members of all fitness
levels kick-start their run-
ning journey and prepare

with confidence.

On race day, their
expert personal trainers
will be leading the official
warm-up to get everyone
moving and motivated and
also hosting a dedicated
physio and recovery zone
in the event village.

Participants will have
the chance to win fantas-
tic prizes, including free
David Lloyd Club mem-
berships for one, two or
three months.

Olympic medallist, Steve
Cram, who is endorsing
the Fun Run, met up with
the David Lloyd Clubs
sponsors recently to dis-
cuss the upcoming event.

Visit this story on our
website to watch the
video of Steve meeting the
David Lloyd staff.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

D

irect

loor

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

Shop at home for your

new carpet and

flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop
prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our

mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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Holwdays

SCARBOROUGH ENTERTAINMENT
WEEKEND

Departing Fri 11 Jul ‘25, Fri 12 Sep ‘25
Scarborough is the perfect destination for

a long weekend away, beloved for its pretty
beaches, fabulous attractions and classic charm!
On this delightful break, we enjoy fun-filled
entertainment at our hotel, one of the resort’s
most famous landmarks.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ 3 nights at the Grand Hotel, Scarborough
(JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast

v Entertainment every evening
v Excursion to Whitby
Optional excursion to York (E15pp)

P SAVE £20 - Quote OSG
- Book by 13 Jun 2025

4 Days by Coach on@ £269

Single Supplement £60

For more information, or to book, ple > call

03332 342 514 cuoi- osc

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Trustpilot

JUST FOR ONE DAY THE LIVE AID
MUSICAL & LONDON

Departing Sat 9 Aug ‘25, Sat 23 Aug ‘25,

Sat 20 Sep ‘25, Sat 15 Nov ‘25, Sat 22 Nov ‘25

Don’t miss the stirring story of Live Aid and
how music united the world! With songs by
Diana Ross, Bob Dylan, David Bowie, The Who,
Queen, Elton John, The Police, Paul McCartney,
The Pretenders, Status Quo, Sade,

The Boomtown Rats, Ultravox and more.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

v Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

¢ Grand Circle ticket (evening performance)

¢ Free time in London for shopping &
sightseeing

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £189

Single Supplement £45

or visit us online at

&) ,4/} NP to e

justgoholidays.com/OSG

By Coach from Kidderminster, Stourport

2025 HOLIDAYS

WHITBY REGATTA & HISTORIC
YORK

Departing Sun 10 Aug ‘25

The Whitby Regatta is recognised as one of the
oldest maritime festivals on the northeast coast
of England. Enjoy yacht racing, rowing races
and everything related to sailing on this two-day
adventure which also includes a visit to York!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

v Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or
JG4 rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢ Excursion to Whitby to see the
Whitby Regatta

v En-route visit to York

2 Days by Coach on@ E119

Single Supplement £45

Y

njoy!
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Reader Travel,

BRITISH
TRAVEL

BEST COMPANY
FOR
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS
-—

LANCASHIRE & THE PENDLE
WITCH TRIALS

Departing Thu 2 Oct ‘25

The Pendle Witch Trials of the 17'" century was
one of the darkest chapters in English history.
On this five-day getaway, we discover the

key locations and atmospheric landscapes of
Lancashire that provide the backdrop for this
landmark event.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ 4 nights at the Legacy Preston International
Hotel, Preston (JG3+ rating) with dinner &
breakfast

v/ Guided coach tour of Pendle Witch Country
v Lancaster Canal Cruise

¢ Excursions to Lancaster, Samlesbury Hall,
Bury Market & Oswaldtwistle Mills

5 Days by Coach on@ 5369

Single Supplement £100

e packages are subiect to st ot ol
Assactiion al Banded lravel (rqanso
people sharing a raom & honcured on
aller i prices nay hituate, ol I nclusive it
Datkages, ebe standard tates apply. (heites of ol anport o1 pick up loation
g ur a suppkanenl Please sce welsile o1 um Ton Nl il

rach Biookings ar
© AL protected No
s post publication,

- ABTOT A%
e

rofectedt by Bandedd (each Halidays & the
L Prces e per 20rson, hased on I

o

o

PBook Toduy &z

H justgohols
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
ang B

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

1. Blackleg (4) 2. Compatible (10)
EASY 8. Power of 3. Blemish (4)
416 1 7 command (10) 4. Obvious (6)
9. Contour line of equal 5. Allow (6)
3|6 - 4 ; terTxperature (8 6. Respected (8)
Z 9 1(2) gp'f(:)'";(4) 7. Twirl (4)
119 8 - limt {p) 11. Voters (10)
14. To moderate (6) )
817 619 4 15. Let (6) 13. Coming from the
94 517 17. Strangeness (6) east (§)
18. Sore on the eyelid (4) 16 Lower ()
s . 916 19. Middling (8) 17. Severe trial (6)
6 8 2 21. Merge (10) 18. Break suddenly (4)
alol1 8l5 22. Require (4) 20. Begin (4)
HARD
6|2 718
7 9

814 9|1

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the

2 7 8 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
AE 516 845215  gives a road;
GOOD 9825 gives a second road;
6 5 Precious metal 634567  gives waterways.

5 8 Welsh town 1 2 3 4 5 3 7 g 3

219 8|7 Blend
— CODEWORD
Alcoholic drink
PATH FI N DER Not ali This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
ot alive

. . with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each DEED words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally. A
B 2
Men'’s & women's World Cup top scorers C “ M
D 10 |12 [18
[GIINERMADOCIASTO HlEE B
E
ALEKKARLAELSAAR WORDWHEEL F Z 7
RYIMEETANOCI LV E vyouhave10mins to find as many words as possible using G s 12 513 77
SORSRLHTRREUA C S thelettersin the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and |}'|\ .
atleast 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot 19 23 |12 17 5 |24
LKLOELOMELLSSHI use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least J .H-. . ..H
AVESHMIASMUEOL L one9letterword to be found. K H
RAANCISROAPBIAC L 24 19 50 12 25
OAKNWESOLOAHCNII ':: .n.i ...
NNRINNJESSIRRIH R W 0 [ | Hll
EITSUSAMRSGASIR 0 0 P 22 | e
SOENKREKOISZTTO D Q 20 124
R
ELLHOREUDRUEOS I B s : i daaNE.
GSAOMASSRIGRIBC U!|H T =]
EPKOAMAVONIGIVH “;
SMEIRAWADZRPTOK How you rate W 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 g BN E
6 words: average 12 words: very good X M |
Solutions opposite 9 words: good 15 or more: excellent. Y W[5 [ |7 [® |19 |20 |7 |2 |3 |& |5 |%
V4
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

ACROSS

1 Beetle which feeds on vegetable matter (6)
4&4Down  Writer famous for Ulysses (5,5)
6 Action on Smoking and Health, in short (3)
7 Verse drama by Ibsen (4,4)
8 The NT book following Gospels (4)

11 Olivia's clown in Twelfth Night (5)

'S, WOL €7 ‘9N 77 135u| 0F ‘swoid 6 ‘BuyIA 81 ‘d1ly v ‘saleg €1 ‘abpugmol] 7|
“BINS 01 ‘uiqe) 6 ‘ealy 9 U0aRIN § ‘adfof ¢ !sBie] € IapUlMAIA 7 ISIYM L INMOQ
35395 /7 'seBdA 9 'se GZ ‘apisuol| pZ 1aNS |7 0ud 61 KAUT £ ‘UIjmS 91
'BUR|IQY G ‘Uelg €1 ‘21534 | | 'SPy 8 A 193d £ 'HSY 9 'SaWef b |19 | :SSO¥IV
piomssot) aﬁpa|Mou)| |eisuan

“uadg 0z ‘deus g1 ‘[eapi0 /1

‘ueawaq 91 ‘AIa)seq €| ‘a1e1013|3 | | ‘uids / {pawanls3 9 Nuidg G Jualed ¢ 10|19 €

“U3JSISUO) 7 :umog "pasN 7z ‘arewebijewy |z ‘aoipaly 61 oS 81 ‘Kuppo £1
‘paseat g| Jadwa] | Juadsy | ‘UdAT (| ‘wdYios| 6 ‘diysiapea g (qeds | :ssony

13 Refuse of grain (4) piomssoi)
15 Town of Kansas, on the Smoky Hill river (7) sadway oliel\ ‘emes TVSYIAINN
3JeWOH ‘oyua|es Ba|Q ‘sauoiey UnSIY-UUY ‘3S0[Y ARJSOI ‘SINY 5
16 Saint whose “day" is July 15th (7) 9|[BYDIIN '1SS0Y 0J0Bd ‘BYdULLIED) 'ISSIS ‘ZanbLIpoy Sauwef ‘Uap IN
. ung 13Yns 10AeQ ‘2ulid 161G NOYYDI0NS OISUH ‘DBJIIYIS BI0JRA[ES
17 One of the seven deady sins (4 '01gasn3 Ises eij3) ‘op|euoy 49|y Sewoy) ‘epiely ayeur] Aiey  AOOMHSNYE
19 Superior officer of a religious house (5) opuyyied [9dYmpiop
21 Hard fat used in cooking (4) =92 =5 "H=vT
1=€7 9= 'X=17 'S=07 \=61 A=81 1=L|
24 Edmund -, son of Ethelred the Unready (8) 'W=91 '¥=G| D=p1 '7=€1 ‘0=l 4=11 'g=01 paaq ‘peag
25 & 26 Across Well-known gambling city (3,5) PO SRR MSLIERINR TEL W0, pesii R s IS [poon
piomapo) 1appe1
26 See 25 Across
27  Fly carrying disease to men and animals (6) 9|¥|L]8|S|6]c|}|€E €]2|S|8[9}[6|C|Y
8l€le|v|1]|9]L|6|S c|v|8|6[2/G9|9|€|}
DOWN Llslelelels]|v]9]8 9l6lL]|ev|e|s|8|zL
1 Card game (5) 10 Two-wheeled carriage used in trotting 18 A Danish or Norwegian sea pirate (6) c|6/9|s/8/b|€|L|Y L|9]z]S|8/c|€ V|6
2 Acamera attachment (10) races (5) 19 In short, the concerts founded by Sir v|8|S[9|L|€]6|C|} v|€|6]9| |28 ¢
3 Seaside resort and port in Strathclyde, 12 Town in Wilts, administrative HQ of Henry Wood (5) €/2|1|6/c|/¥]|8/G9 S|8|2|v[€|6][L]9
Scotland (5) the county (10) Extra pagels) nserted in 2 book () L|9]€|L|6|8]|S|V|C 8(C|9|€|6|¥|L|}|S
4 See 4 Across 13 Surname of the author of The Purple Pag ) 6|c|v]|€|9]|S|}+|8]|L 6|+ V]|L]|S|8]|2|9]|¢€
5 A shooting star (6) Plain (5) 22,23 Down & 9 Down Novel by Harret slilelz]v]z]o]els Llsleliz]o]v]6]8
6 Extent of a surface (4) 14 Character in a story by Lewis Beecher Stowe (5,4,5) pleH fse3
9 See 22 Down Carroll (5) 23 See 22 Down myjopns

=

v
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Classified

Telephone: 01562 541500

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
electric rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline  chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

PRO-RIDER Electric
Golf  trolley, as
new, 2 Covers /
Battery £175 ono
Tel: 01527 878187
(Bromsgrove

RUNNER bean plants,
£1.75 a tray of 12
plants Phone 01905
778926

DARK Brown Leather
Suite, 3 seater settee,
2 chairs, one large
foot stool. Very good
condition £350 - Tel:
01527 544583

PVC Front Door, used
but vgc - 2 panels
glass, white £50 ono
Tel: 07580 751453

MISCELLANEOUS
—

HEARING Aids /
unwanted  Oticon,
all instructions,
charging kit,
carrying cases, plus
tv streaming device.
Cost new in excess
of £3, 500 can adjust
to personal need
£350 ono Tel: 07714
766428

SET of 4 black lantern
lighting kit with
bulbs for garden and
patio, new in box.
£25 Tel: 07813 706
158 (Shirley area)

FISHING Rods x 2,
Fishing reel x 1,
quality make £100.
Tel: 07933 245121

MOTORCYCLE
carrier  Fits  to
standard tow bar
£15 Tel 07933 245121

RUNNER Bean Plants
£1, 75 a tray of 12
plants Tel: 01905
778926

FENCE posts, mixed
sizing £3 / each Tel
Leo 07541 576100

TRIPOD, 3 different
levels £5 or nearest
offer Tel: Leo 07541
576100

MISCELLANEOUS
—

SUPER saver Tyre and
wheel, brand new,
fits all SUV’s, £15
or near offer Tel Leo
07541 576100

SMALL dog cage,
brand new £10 or
nearest offer Tel Leo
on 07541 576100

CARPET offcut-
brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £5.00.
Tele: 07934132759

NEW Look sandals
with cork wedge
heel, size 8 / 41, wide
fit, brand new with
tag. £12 Tel: 07813
706 158  (Shirley
area)

LADIES white pumps,
very pretty white
flowery pattern, size
8 / 41, brand new!
£10 Tel: 07813 706
158 (Shirley area)

GEORGE and
Mildred  complete
tv series dvd box set
£25 Tel: 07813 706
158 (Shirley area)

MISCELLANEOUS
—

HARRY Potter
figurine, new in box.
£10 Tel: 07813 706

NEXT ladies denim
shorts, size 12, brand
new with tag. £10
Tel: 07813 706 158

_(Shirleyarea)

32 in Panasonic tv -
with remote control
Good working order
£25.  tel0121 733
2456

3-BIKE rear carrier
rack (Auto Care)
Still in wrapper, £20.
Phone after 6pm

_0121742.4250

IKEA Besta Burs
white TV  bench.
Exc cond. cost £250
will sell £80 ono
Tel:07977726751

MISCELLANEOUS
—

PRIMA integrated
fridge. fits 600
kitchen unit. Still
in box never used.
Cost £335 will sell
for £150 ono Tel:
07854038330

2 pine kitchen stools
£10 beige marble
back panel and
hearth, suitable gas
or electric fire £45
tel: 07889 006574

BRITAX child’s car
seat for 9 months to
4 years in excellent
condition £45 Tel
07503 156699

MOTHERCARE
travel cot as new £10
Tel 07503 156699

STAIRGATE £5 Tel
07503 156699

WANTED
—

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

Raise some
extra cash
and make

someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less —its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,

ETHING TO

ELL

Advertise them in

Observer
‘Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or

alternatively email your free ad to; fr

ds@bulli dia.com

1| |Free Lineage (Items upto value £500) | |Paid for Boxed Ad (items of any value)

: D’;:i(lsg‘:tvzmﬂ [I;gr Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): : you can place details in
2 ) Ml a boxed advertisement
1 1 for just
1 1 .
) o A £5.75 (inc vat)
§ Details (Not for Publication): 1
1 Initial Surname 1 CE
I Address 1 3 PIE
I I SUITE
: Postcode : brown leather,
j Tel Mobile I perf.eflt
J Email: 1 condition
I | enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £..........cc.cccrevrernne | as New
1 or alternatively 1
T please debit my card for £ Delta : £
1 Cret.jil Card Number - i can deliver
! :xp.N Last 3 d " I No. (if : Te]epho“e
3 t 3 digits . (i
J Sec No: (Last 3 digits) ssue No. (i 1 10234 567890
I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, :

I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisement to
1 freeads@bullivantmedia.com

T i &

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)

CARPENTRY/
JOINERY

O
5
AJB CARPENTRY

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
AND QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

Covering: kitchen fitting, roofs,

doors, stairs and much more to

help with your carpentry based
home improvements.

ROOFING
—

WEATHERQGUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
No job too big or
100/ 0FF Itoo smally
0 Fully guaranteed
AI.I. RoﬂFING and insured
REPAIRS Written quotes
available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Call today for your free quote! Complete Roofs, R|dge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

Call Ant on
07827 324754

n AJB Carpentry

& Mobile: 07467139012
almE gLAzvG % Office: 01299888 311
mi alnss MA“ info@weatherguards_ervices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk
Experienced Glazier
Friendly and reliable e S
Misted double glazing

All glass repairs

Tree & Landscape Specialists is a trusted, professional company with
a great reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

FREE QUOTATIONS
Call Martin on

07910387904 or

0800 747 1704 »

Contact us today

il.com

www.treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk
mouson Go gle

01562 915284

o v
 PROBLEM? LOOK NO FURTHER!
Onr é’/m:c’ﬁeifzgf ,Z'Zr{ o

E/spané' wAITNE,

Grve Hiem 2 m/

’
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Renault goes green with E-Tech

THE Renault 4 E-Tech elec-
tric will be priced from
£26,995 OTR when order
books open in July.

Available in three trim levels from
launch - evolution, techno, and
iconic - the Renault 4 E-Tech elec-
tric continues the original Renault
4’s sense of go-anywhere practical-
ity, with its increased ground clear-
ance and suspension optimised for
a smoother, more comfortable ride.

In the first of many nods to
the original Renault 4’s design, the
front grille is made from a single
1.45m-long piece and illuminated
with a continuous surround (avail-
able from techno trim). Likewise,
the original’s iconic three-part rear
lights are given a new lease of life,
with modern lines and a distinctive
signature.

Other retro-inspired touches
include the bonnet lines that con-
tinue to the bottom of the grille,
the rear quarter window, the three
lines sculpted into the doors that
bring to mind the plastic protectors
of the original, and the distinctive

forms in the roof, now adorned with
roof bars.

Larger than the Renault 5, the
Renault 4 E-Tech electric offers
impressive interior space thanks to
its 2.62m wheelbase. At 4.14m in
length, rear seat occupants benefit
from 16.4cm of knee room, while
headroom of 85.3cm is particularly
generous for a B-segment vehicle.

Exceptional boot space of 420
litres (revealed by a hands-free
power tailgate on iconic models) is
made easily accessible by the wide,
high opening and low load sill.
Various touches such as the four
lashing hooks, two bag hooks, rub-
ber bands to hold objects in place,
and clever storage compartments
— including a 55-litre underfloor
area perfect for the charging cable
— make everyday life a breeze for
busy families. With the rear seat
folded down, this versatile space
grows to 1,405 litres.

Renault’s award-winning OpenR
Link system is standard across the
range, with wireless Android Auto
and Apple CarPlay connectivity,

accessed via a 10.1-inch central
touchscreen. Techno and iconic
models go further with Google serv-
ices built-in, including Google Maps
with charging-optimised route plan-
ning and a variety of apps from the
Google Play store. On these models,
the central screen is joined by a
10-inch digital driver information
display.

The 52 kWh battery powers a
110 kW (150 hp, 245 Nm) electric
motor that accelerates the Renault
4 E-Tech electric from 0-62mph in
8.2 seconds, with a driving range of
up to 247 miles.

The new One Pedal function
(available from techno) optimises
regenerative braking, decelerating
smoothly when the driver releases
the accelerator pedal and coming
to a stop without the driver having
to apply the brake. Equipped with a
100 kW DC charger, the battery can
be replenished from 15 to 80 per
cent in 30 minutes, or an 11 kW AC
0-100 per cent charge in four hours
51 minutes.

Up to 26 advanced driver assist-

ance systems are available, includ-
ing rear occupant safe exit alert,
active driver assist combining adap-
tive cruise control with Stop & Go
and lane centring assist, as well as
blind spot monitoring and hands-
free parking. Renault 4 E-Tech
electric includes My Safety Shield,
which allows drivers to activate
their preferred settings at the touch
of a button.

Six body colours are available
from launch, including an exclu-
sive new shade — Hauts-de-France
Green — that pays tribute to the
Ile-de-France Blue of the 1960s. It
joins Glacier White, Urban Grey,
Diamond Black, Carmin Red, and
Cumulus Blue, while the option
of a contrasting Diamond Black
roof — with or without a matching
Diamond Black bonnet — is avail-
able on techno and iconic mod-
els. All models in the range wear
18-inch diamond cut alloy wheels
as standard.

Already the recipient of the highly
coveted Electric Car of the Year
award in the TopGear.com Electric

Car Awards 2025, the Renault 4
E-Tech electric will be available to
order from July 1 for R-Pass cus-
tomers with prices starting from
§£26,995 OTR.

Visit https://www.renault.co.uk/
electric-vehicles/r4-e-tech-electric.
html for more information.

C.V.S MARTLEY

ALL TYPES OF
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE
BODYWORK, REPAIRS

AND RESPRAYS %

01886 888 030

Email: postcvsmartley@gmail.com




W'EATHER’QGUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

45 Mobile: 07467159012

¥ Office: 01299 888 31

info@weatherguardservices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

Standard

SPOR

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Ty

Oxford, Oxfordshire OX2 OEJ

Harriers Women seal
title and promotion
with Knowle victory

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: KIDDERMINSTER
Harriers Women clinched the league
title and promotion with a 3-0 vic-
tory against Knowle Ladies in their
final game of the season.

After Ellie McGovern put Harriers
ahead, substitute Mia Badland struck
twice to seal the points and the title at
Stourport High School.

The victory saw Kidderminster leap-
frog Lye Town at the top of the West
Midlands Regional Women’s League
Premier Division table.

And the win means Harriers can cele-
brate a league and cup double after lift-
ing the WFA Sunday Cup last month.

Kidderminster will play in the
‘Women’s National League at Step Four
next season.

Harriers saw their original game
against Knowle postponed last weekend
with the visitors unable to field a side.

Despite forfeiting the fixture, the
league confirmed the game would take
place the following midweek instead.

Kidderminster spurned a golden
chance to take the lead on 13 minutes
as Amber Lawrence saw her penalty
saved by the foot of the Knowle goal-
keeper.

And Lawrence hit the crossbar later
in the half as Harriers pushed for the
opening goal.

The home side went close again on

the half-hour mark as Millie Rogers shot
inches past the post on the half-volley
from inside the box.

However, Harriers eventually broke
the deadlock on the stroke of half
time when McGovern fired a trademark
effort into the net from outside the
penalty area.

Kidderminster introduced Badland
from the bench on the hour mark.

And Badland took just five minutes to
make an impact when she tapped home
Sophie Levick’s free-kick.

Badland doubled her tally for the

game eight minutes from time as she
powered home following a driving run
from Izzie Whittick.

Harriers comfortably saw out the
remaining minutes to confirm promo-
tion and the title with victory against
the league’s bottom club.

Kidderminster have since confirmed
the retirement of vice-captain Lili-Beth
Bown and Alex Nicklin.

Kidderminster Harriers Women
celebrate their success. Picture
courtesy of clivejonespr.com
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* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
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Richards

* Plumbing faults/installation.
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www.sb4plumbingheating.uk
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to leave

club at end of deal

KIDDERMINSTER Harriers
have confirmed defender
Caleb Richards will leave
the club at the end of his
contract.

The club had been locked
in negotiations with the full-
back but the 26-year-old
has now decided to depart
Aggborough.

Richards made more
than 200 appearances for
Kidderminster since his
arrival in 2020.

The club recently revealed
their retained and released
list of players following the
conclusion of the 2024/25
season.

Some 11 players will
remain with the club next
season including experi-
enced forward pair Ashley
Hemmings and Amari
Morgan-Smith.

Goalkeepers Christian
Dibble, Tom Palmer and
Josh Bishop are also staying
at Aggborough along with
defenders Alex Penny, Reece
Devine and Joe Foulkes.

And experienced midfield-
er David Davis along with
youngsters Seb Thompson
and Samson Hewett also

remain contracted to the
club for the 2025/26 sea-
son.

The club are currently
negotiating with four players
regarding new contracts.

Harriers are attempting
to tie down Kyle Morrison,
Reiss McNally, Kam Kandola
and Zak Brown to new
deals.

All four players are out
of contract and will leave
the club if they fail to agree
fresh terms.

Kidderminster's  direc-
tor of football, Dean
Holdsworth, is overseeing
contract negotiations.

The club have also invited
Luke Summerfield back for
pre-season.

Defenders Paul Downing
and Christian Oxlade-
Chamberlain, veteran for-
ward Tope Obadeyi and
youngsters Kobe Hall and
Noah Rubio will all leave
the club.

Loan players David
Worrall, Maz Kouhyar, Ben
Beresford, Ryley Reynolds,
Charlie Lutz and Jim
Kellermann have returned
to their parent clubs.

New boss

STOURPORT Swifts have
appointed Craig Gregg as
the club’s new manager
ahead of the start of the
2025/26 season.

Gregg replaces Ben Jevons
as Stourport boss after the
latter resigned as Swifts man-
ager following the conclusion
of the current campaign.

for Swifts

He previously managed
‘Waulfrunians and has

vast experience as a player
at Step Five and above.

Coach James Hill and goal-
keeping coach Dave Haywood
will join Gregg in the dugout
at Walshes Meadow.

Stourport finished 10th in
the MFL Premier last term.
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