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14 years for man behind crash which killed baby

LEFT: Craig Nunn
has been jailed for
14 years. Am imita-
tion firearm and an
axe were found in
Nunn’s car. Pictures
by West Mercia
Police. s

RIGHT: Harley was
described by his
mum as a ‘miracle
baby’ by his mum
Imogen. s

Ny & -
Driver ignored red light
before fatal collision

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A STOURPORT man has been
jailed for 14 years for causing
the death of a baby in a crash
last year.

Craig Nunn, 40, of Sandy Lane,
was sentenced at Worcester Crown
Court after previously pleading
guilty to causing death by danger-
ous driving, causing serious injury
by dangerous driving and drug-
driving.

The charges relate to the death of
three-week-old Harley Wilkinson.

In the early hours of October
26 last year, Nunn was driving
on the A451 between Stourport
and Kidderminster when he went
through a red light and collided
with a car carrying baby Harley
and his parents.

Nunn was driving at over 90mph
on a 70mph dual carriageway
prior to the collision, although
the speed on impact would have
been less.

Nunn was found to be under the
influence of amphetamines.

Harley, who was just three weeks
and six days old, tragically died at
the scene. His father, who had his

son on his lap at the time of the
collision, suffered serious injuries
including spinal fractures.

An investigation was launched
immediately and Nunn was charged
the following day.

Det Sgt Liam Bennett, of West
Mercia Police’s Serious Collision
Investigation Unit, said: “It’s dif-
ficult to find the words to express
Jjust how tragic this incident was.

“An innocent baby lost his life
and two parents were left utterly
devastated, while also having to
deal with the terrible physical inju-
ries one of them suffered as a
result of the collision.

“I'm glad the case has concluded
and that Nunn will now face the
consequences of the reckless deci-
sions he made that night which
destroyed so many lives.”

Harley’s mum has paid tribute
to the youngster.

In her victim personal state-
ment, Imogen Bradley, said she
thought she couldn’t have children
and described him as a ‘miracle
baby’.

“He will always be a part of me.
His absence has left a void that
will never be filled.

“Every time I close my eyes I see
Harley’s face and the collision.

“I refuse to accept what hap-
pened even now. My world has
been devastated.”

B In addition to the driving offenc-
es, Nunn was also sentenced to
two months in prison for posses-
sion of an imitation firearm and
two counts of possession of a knife
or bladed article in a public place.

He pleaded guilty to these
offences last month after an imita-
tion firearm, an axe and a knife
were discovered in his car during
the investigation into the crash.

This sentence will be served
concurrently.
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New Mayors
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New civic heads set out priorities

Kidderminster

THE NEW Mayor of Kidderminster has cho-
sen three charities to support during his term
of office.

Coun Doug Hine was the deputy mayor to
Coun George Connolly for the last year and
was elected into the top role last Thursday
at Kidderminster’s Annual Town Meeting and
Mayor Making. He will be supported through-
out his term by his wife Ros Hine, who will
serve as Mayoress.

The causes he will fundraise for include
Kidderminster and District Youth Trust,
which works to empower and support young
people to reach their full potential and
‘Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, which protects
and enhances local wildlife across the county.
And he will support Kidderminster Foodbank
which provides food for individuals and fami-
lies in crisis.

Coun Hine expressed his gratitude to be
elected as Town Mayor.

He thanked the audience present at St
George’s and paid tribute to the outgoing
Mayor for his year of service to the town over
the past year.

Also elected at the meeting was Coun Shazu
Miah, who will serve as Deputy Mayor for the
coming year.

Visit this story at: kidderminsterstand-
ard.co.uk for more pictures of the Mayor
Making.

Coun Doug Hine was elected as
the new Kidderminster Mayor last
Thursday. Picture by Miriam Cunliffe. s
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Bewdley

THE NEW Mayor of Bewdley said she was
‘looking forward to a busy but rewarding year,
representing the town’s people’.

Coun Nicole Harper spoke after being elect-
ed at the Annual Town Council Meeting last
week, adding she was relishing representing
and supporting the town at a wide range of
functions across the region, including charity,
community and formal events.

She will be supported by her husband William
Barry as her consort.

Coun Harper has chosen three local chari-
ties to support during her term of office - The
William Mills Foundation, The Emily Jordan
Foundation and The Rob Poysor Fund for
Cardiac Risk in the Young, who, she said, all
undertook wonderful work within the com-
munity. Coun Sharon Harvey was elected as
Deputy Mayor.

Coun Harper came to England from France
as a student but fell in love with the country
and decided to stay.

She holds a degree in English from the
University of Aix-en-Provence and an MPhil
from Aston University.

She lived first in Birmingham, then Stourport
and Kidderminster before settling in Bewdley
in 1978 when she married local artist Peter
Harper.

Her career started in high schools and on
teacher training programmes but for the last
20 years of employment she was a senior lec-
turer at Birmingham City University.

She has also travelled the world extensively
as Director of International Affairs for the
Business School, responsible for establishing
joint degree programmes overseas as well
as the recruitment and care of international
students.

In 2008 she and her husband moved to
France after her parents were both diagnosed
with dementia.

She returned to Bewdley in 2020 and, after
the death of her husband that year, she became
more involved in community life.

She was elected as Labour councillor for
Wribbenhall in 2023 and has been active on
Bewdley Town Council and various committees
before becoming Mayor this year.

She recently married Bill Barry, a retired
judge, and they both live in Wribbenhall.

She coordinates the Community Speed
‘Watch scheme for Bewdley and is a trustee of
the Bewdley Dementia Support Group.

Her main aim is to serve the community to
the best of her ability, with a particular empha-
sis on green issues, health and wellbeing.

Anyone wanting to contact the Mayor of
Bewdley to attend events should email: office@
bewdleytowncouncil.gov.uk for more informa-
tion.

Coun Nicole Harper is looking forward to
representing the people of Bewdley as
the town’s mayor. s

THE MAYOR of Stourport, Coun John
Thomas, was re-elected to serve another term
last Thursday.

Coun Thomas was re-appointed at the
Mayor Making and Coun Tim Berry was
named as his deputy mayor.

Coun Thomas was born in Stourport and
has lived there ever since. He ran a business
in Stourport and then worked for one of the
town’s prominent local companies before it
closed and he retired.

He was first elected a councillor in 2007
and is currently a Stourport Town Councillor
for the North Ward. He has previously been
a Wyre Forest District Councillor (WFDC)
for the Areley Kings and Riverside Ward and
a cabinet member on WFDC between 2019
and 2023 and a county councillor.

Away from his council roles, he serves as a
governor at a local school and is a trustee of
Areley Kings Village Hall.

Another trustee role he holds is on the
Margaret Westwood Memorial Charity which
makes grants to support the physical, educa-
tional or moral welfare and benefit of chil-
dren and young people, up to the age of 25,
who reside in Worcestershire.

Coun Thomas’ daughters - Sarah Canty
and Maria Thomas - will be sharing the role
of Mayoress.

He will be deciding his chosen charities in
due course.

Deputy Mayor Coun Berry was born in
‘Warrington but has lived in various places

from Scotland to Portsmouth during his
working life. He and his family settled in
Stourport in 1995 and his children all went
to school there.

During his retirement, he is enjoying being
a town councillor, a trustee of Wilden Cricket
Club and Wilden Village Hall, a volunteer
lock keeper for the Canal and River Trust
and currently chairs the Patient Participation
Group for Stourport Medical Centre.

To invite the Mayor and/or Deputy Mayor
to attend events, call 01562 732551.

Coun John Thomas has been re-elected
as the Mayor of Stourport. Picture cour-
tesy of Stourport Town Council. s

PUBLIG NOTIGE
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Green goings on at this year’s
Wyre Forest sustainable festiva

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE NEWLY-elected mayors
of Bewdley, Kidderminster
and Stourport came together
for one of their first engage-
ments this week - to launch
the Wyre Forest’s 2025
Sustainability Festival which
takes place next month.

Mayor of Kidderminster, Coun
Doug Hine, Mayor of Bewdley,
Coun Nicole Harper, and Mayor
of Stourport, Coun John Thomas,
were welcomed by Mark Hambling,
the chair of Sustfest.

As part of the unveiling of
‘Sustfest’, it was announced there
would be a major event in each of
the Wyre Forest’s three towns.

In Kidderminster on June 7, there
will be a Fun Family Eco-Day at
the Old Magistrates Court and in
Bewdley, a week later, on June 14,
there will be a series of talks and
workshops on ‘Positive Futures for
our Towns’.

Bringing the curtain down on
Sustfest will be a Family Eco-Day
in Memorial Park, Stourport, on
June 29.

Important issues
Mr Hambling said: “We need to

recognise nature itself has rights
and that we humans benefit from

and depend on the environment.

“We must promote living today
in a way which does not endanger
the future.”

This is the fourth year of Sustfest,
during which organisations are
encouraged and supported to put
on special events for their local
communities.

Peter Miller, from the Wyre Forest
Green Alliance, said: “We aim to
inspire, educate, and empower our
community to take meaningful steps
towards a sustainable future.

“Throughout June, dozens of
other events will be popping up
around the district.

“They range from talks to walks
and from markets to marches.

“The one thing that all the events
have in common is that they will
encourage local residents to live
more sustainably.

“They will all help people become
greener or happier or healthier and
preferably all three.”

Coun Hine said: “It is heartening
to see this festival growing from
strength-to-strength over the last
four years.

“The three town councils and
the district council are fully behind
efforts to promote healthier and
happier living.

“We support environmental
recovery, climate action and car-
bon reduction and this festival is a
fun and educational way to promote
that”

Other Sustfest events

As well as the headliner days,
other events will include family bike
ride, open gardens, allotments and
farms, craft workshops, markets
selling eco-products, Repair Cafes
and even a ‘Chess Mind Gym’.

There will also be several walks
including butterfly and general
wildlife walks.

Local civic societies will lead local
history walks.

=

In Bewdley on June 15, CAR

(Communities  Against  River
Pollution) is organising a proces-
sion to mourn the death of a healthy
river.

This year several churches are
organising special Eco-services,
‘Rake and Cake’ wildlife gardening
sessions in churchyards and discus-
sion groups on eco-themes. Schools
have also been invited to partici-
pate, with eco-themed assemblies,
recycling projects and wildlife fea-

tures in their school grounds.

People can visit: sustfestwyre-
forest.org for the full calendar of
Sustfest events and activities with
new ones being added daily.

Chairman Mark Hambling wel-
comed the three mayors and
others the launch of the Wyre
Forest’s Sustfest. Picture by
Marcus Mingins 2225008 MMR

Honoured to be elected as chairman

AN ARTISAN market is taking place from 9.30am

THE NEW chairman of Wyre Forest District
Council has been sworn in at the Annual
Council Meeting.

Coun Paul Harrison was elected Chairman
at the meeting on Wednesday. He has served
as a councillor for 25 years and currently rep-
resents the Wribbenhall and Arley ward. He
succeeds outgoing Chairman Coun John
Byng.

As chairman, Coun Harrison will represent
the district at a wide range of functions,
including community and charity events, as
well as formal openings. He will also chair
council meetings and work throughout the
year to raise money for charity.

Coun Harrison said: “I am greatly hon-
oured to be elected Chairman of Wyre Forest

District Council. | am very much looking
forward to representing our council and the
communities we serve—both locally and
beyond.

“I hope that my experience as an elected
member will stand me in good stead to rep-
resent the district with dignity and pride.”

He announced Citizens Advice Wyre Forest
as his chosen charity.

Organisations seeking advice on how to
invite the chairman to attend an event should
email: eso@wyreforestdc.gov.uk to register
their interest.

Coun George Connolly, who represents
the Franche and Habberley North ward, will
serve as Vice Chairman for the municipal
year.

Coun Paul Harrison is the new
chairman of Wyre Forest District
Council. s

to 4pm on June 13 at Bewdley Rowing Club.

The community-led market will embrace and
showcase local talent and skills and boasts more
than 25 stalls offering quality produce, crafts,
drinks and ice cream.

And, with live music, the event is set to make for
a perfect summer activity.

Admission is free, well behaved dogs are wel-
come and blue badge parking is available to
make the market as accessible as possible for
everyone.

People are urged to explore what Bewdley has
to offer.

Further confirmed dates have been revealed for
September 5 and December 5.

Visit:
BewdleyRowingClubSocialEvents for more.

facebook.com/

By Appointment to
His Majesty King Charles 111
Medallists
Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd

Bromsgrove

Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
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Experts available Monday to Friday,
Saturday drop off service until 12.00pm.
Home visits available on request.
collectables@worcmedal.com

01527 835375
07889757199
124 High Street, Bromsgrove. B61 8HJ ' O
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Open day at
bowling club

THERE will be plenty of activi-
ties for all ages at an open day
and family fun day at Bewdley
Bowling Club.

The event, which takes place
from 1pm tomorrow (Saturday),
will feature music, a barbecue, a
fully-licensed bar, family games,
bowling, special offers and a
HUGS stall.

HUGS is a charity which offers
help, understanding guidance
and support to bereaved parents
and their families.

There will also be a special
joining promotion at the club in
Springfield Villas, Riverside.

Call 01299 403781 for more
information.

Escalators left
broken by teens

POLICE want to speak to four
youths in connection with
criminal damage to the esca-
lators at The Swan Centre in
Kidderminster town centre.

The incident happened around
5.25pm on May 7.

The four believed to be
involved were aged between 13
and 15 and were wearing shorts
and T-shirts. One was wearing
sliders.

Their actions caused the esca-
lators to break, which is now a
large expense to repair.

Witnesses or anyone with
information should email
Kidderminster Police Town
Centre Team at tctkiddermin-
ster@westmercia.police.uk or call
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Ofsted inspectors praise
school as ‘outstanding’

by Tristan Harris T
tristan.harris
@bullivantmedia.com

\
STAFF and pupils \
at Wilden All Saints
CE Primary School
in Stourport are cel-
ebrating after being
graded ‘outstand-
ing’ in all areas by
Ofsted.

The school received the
top grade for the quality of
education, behaviour and
attitudes, personal devel-
opment, leadership and
management and early
years provision.

Inspectors said they
found the school lead- L.
ers ‘highly ambitious for
pupils to succeed’ and
they added pupils behaved
‘exceptionally well’ and
‘achieved highly’, includ-
ing those disadvantaged
or with special educational
needs.

Charlotte McDonald, head of
school, said: “We are delighted the
inspectors acknowledged the sus-
tained and consistently high stand-
ards of education as well as the
truly unique qualities of Wilden.

“The incredible feedback in this
report reflects not the efforts of a
single person or group, but rather
the unwavering commitment of

o

I ol

our staff, children, parents and
the wider community over many
years.”

The inspectors praised staff for
having a ‘carefully designed cur-
riculum that is highly ambitious’,
and for putting reading at the heart
of learning.

The report said: “The wide range
of enriching activities and well-re-
sourced classrooms bring reading

to life. The school quickly identi-
fies when pupils are at the early
stage of reading or at risk of falling
behind. Staff provide highly effec-
tive bespoke support to ensure
pupils become confident and fluent
readers.”

Last month’s inspection found
attendance levels very high, chil-
dren having a wealth of opportu-
nities to take on leadership roles

The Standard, Friday May 23, 2025

Executive head Shelley
Reeves-Walters (left), head of
school Charlotte McDonald
(right) and longest serving
teacher Sharon Mason, head
of early years, who is retiring
this summer after 24 years,
with some of the pupils. s

and real-life experiences, such
as a recent Roman Day which
‘brought learning to life’.

Staff at the school, which is
part of the Severn Academies
Educational Trust, told the
inspectors they felt ‘very well
supported’ by leaders and the
trust. The report also highlight-
ed how governors held leaders
to account through effective
_ visits and reviews.

Shelley Reeves-Walters,
executive headteacher for the
trust’s six primary schools,
said: “I am thrilled for the com-
munity at Wilden, the staff are
so hard working and always go
the extra mile for the wonder-
ful children at our school.

“There are so many people
who have contributed signifi-
cantly to the ongoing success and
everyone should feel very proud of
this well-deserved achievement.

“I know the team is very grateful
to everyone for their love and sup-
port, and the light and legacy of
our dearly missed late headteacher
Francesca Fishwick, who passed
away in 2020, still burns brightly
in our school.”

BATHROOM, KITCHEN & BEDROOM DESIGN EXPERTS

Image Interiors

Visit our showroom:

Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.00pm, Saturday 10am - 3pm
Unit 1 Aston Fields Trading Estate, Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DR

01527 576565

www.image-interiors.co.uk
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King’s award
leaves group
centre stage

by Tristan Harris

Mayor of Stourport Coun John
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

Thomas and Mayor of Bewdley
Coun Ian Latimer JP, plus coun-

cillors Fran Oborski, Nicky
Gale, Kevin Gale, Nathan
Desmond and Anna
Coleman also attend-
ed to witness The

A KIDDERMINSTER thea-
tre group has received the
prestigious King’s Voluntary
Service Award.

Wheely  Different Theatre Lord Lieutenant of
Company (WDTC) was delighted Worcester, Beatrice
to be handed the accolade at a Grant, present the

The King’s Award
for Voluntary Service

special ceremony in the Council
Chamber at Wyre Forest House on
Thursday.

The event was attended by mem-
bers, registered volunteers and rep-
resentatives of organisations which
had supported WDTC over the 13
years since its launch.

award on behalf of

HM King Charles III.
The accolade rec-

ognises the work of the

group which, despite mem-

bers’ disabilities, all work together

to put on shows or events in the

community plus. sations.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

The Wheely Different Theatre Company members Sarah Baker, Hannah Carroll, Elaine Kirby and
Eleanor Mouzer with the Lord Lieutenant of Worcestershire, Beatrice Grant (centre). s

WDTC also has a
strong social pro-
gramme designed to
empower

and improve health

and wellbeing.

The group is one of two
groups in Worcestershire and

Jjust 281 nationwide to receive what

is equivalent of an MBE for organi-

Hannah Carroll and Sarah Baker
accepted the award on behalf of
the membership and the group has
dedicated the award to the memory
of Janet Louise Shorthouse, who
sadly passed away recently.

Speaking about the award, com-
pany administrator and producer
Elaine Kirby said: “We are so
proud of all we have achieved so
far - we could not have done it

without the help of all our sup-
porters and hope they will con-
tinue to help us further our work
in the community.”

The group is currently touring
care homes and supporting events
for Alzhiemer’s UK and Parkinsons
UK.

Visit facebook.com/Wheely
DifferentTheatreCompany for more
on the group and its activities.

members

Appeal to find men wearing Nike tracksuits after attempted break-ins

POLICE are investigating a bur-
glary, a car key burglary and two
attempted burglaries which have
all taken place in Kidderminster
in the space of three days.

Between 6.45pm and 9.30pm
on Sunday, the raiders gained
entry to the property on
Worcester Road and took jewel-
lery.

And, between 3am and 4am
on Tuesday morning, attempted
burglaries were carried out at
homes in Aster Avenue and
Middleton Road in the Marlpool
area of the town.

Police said at those locations
there were two men wearing
black Nike tracksuits and bala-
clavas.

addresses.

Ashdene Close.

They tried to gain access to
the properties and it is believed
they may have the car keys
to the vehicles parked at the

Between 1.30am and 6.30am
on Tuesday morning, a car key
burglary was carried out in

On this occasion, the burglars

gained entry via the back door
and stole car keys to a black
Audi before driving off in the
vehicle.

Following the incidents,
Kidderminster Police said: “We
want to reassure residents we
are doing everything we can to
trace those responsible.”

Anyone who saw anything

suspicious in Worcester Road
around the time of the burglary
should email PC Joshua Weston
at joshua.weston@westmercia.
police.uk.

Witnesses or anyone with
information on the car key
burglary and attempted burgla-
ries should call Redditch Safer
Neighbourhood Team on 101.

CERTASS AC12-3092
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Chester Tavern
licensee
Andrew Hipkiss,
Rob Budworth,
from CAMRA,
and assistant
manager
Matthew Lamb
with their gold
award. s

/8%

Rob Budworth,
from CAMRA,
owner and
manager Larni
Moore and staff
Toby and Chloe
from the Bear
and Wolf which
won the silver
award. s

Chester Tavern namd 0 ub

THE WYRE Forest branch
of the Campaign for Real
Ale (CAMRA) has named
its ‘Pub of the Year’.

The Chester Tavern in
Kidderminster has been award-
ed the Gold Pub of the Year
2025 title after CAMRA branch
members judged local pubs on
a range of criteria, including
drinks quality, staff knowledge,
decor and atmosphere, welcome
and service, community focus,
and sympathy with CAMRA’s
aims.

Last week, Wyre Forest
CAMRA chair, Rob Budworth,
visited the Chester Tavern to
present staff with the award.

In his presentation speech
he said: “With more than 120
real ale venues in Wyre Forest,

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

the Chester Tavern to come out
on top, especially as the pub
only reopened quite recently, in

voted for us, all our customers,
and especially all our team

Matthew Lamb, assistant
manager, added: “I am amazed
and absolutely lost for words,
first getting into the Good Beer
Guide earlier, and now winning
Wyre Forest CAMRA Pub of the
Year 2025. Thank you.”

Silver and Bronze pub awards
went to The Bear and Wolf
in Kidderminster and the
Hollybush of Stourport.

Also recognised were Cookley
Village Hall and Sports Club for
Club of the Year and the Black
Boy at Wyre Hill, Bewdley, for
Cider Pub of the Year 2025.

Cider pub of the Year recog-
nises the best pub or club that
promotes and encourages the
sale of quality real cider and
perry.

A public house was estab-
lished on the site of the Chester
Tavern in 1855.

After declining into a nonde-
script ‘local boozer’, the Chester
Tavern closed in 2019 and was
feared to have been lost to resi-
dential development.

It reopened in August 2022,
completely free-of-tie.

Rob said: “The new owners of
the Chester Tavern have shown
what can be achieved when you

have a vision, a commitment to
quality and the determination to
see it through.”

The Chester Tavern has a
large ground floor with an
attractive timber bar.

A central polished timber
staircase leads up to a large
room and a separate bar.

At the back is a large beer
garden, with a Mediterranean
style, including table benches,
low walls, up-light feature trees,
a covered area and a bar hatch.

There is open mic, rock, folk
and other genes of music on
a regular basis, plus monthly
comedy. See the pub’s Facebook
page for details.

The Hollybush licensee Ursula
Downes was presented with her
certificate by Rob Budworth. s

it is a special achievement for
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Splashpad shut
for repairs for
several weeks

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE SPLASHPAD
at Brinton Park in
Kidderminster is set to
be closed for several
weeks due to a major
fault in the filtration
system.

Wyre Forest District
Council said the issue had
been caused by a blockage
in the system, which was
stopping it from holding the
right pressure.

As the splashpad uses an
automatic safety system, it
shuts down when a fault is
detected and will not run
until the issue is fixed.

The council apologised
for the amount of time
being taken on the issue
and added: “We know how
much families enjoy this free
space, and we understand
how disappointing this is.

“Our team is working hard
to repair the problem as
quickly and safely as pos-
sible, alongside external

contractors. Once repairs
are complete, we'll need to
carry out full safety checks
and send water samples for
testmg before it can reo-
pen.

Because of the scale of
the repairs and steps which
must be followed, the
splashpad will be closed for
several weeks.

The council added the
splashpad was fully serviced
and recommissioned includ-
ing water tests, before open-
ing on May 4.

And the authority said:

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

The
Brinton
Park
splashpad
will be
closed
for some
4 time to
udnergo
repairs. s

“It had been running in test
mode (with sprinklers off)
for four weeks before that,
to make sure everything was
working correctly.

“When the splashpad
closed at the end of last sea-
son, it was also fully decom-
missioned in line with safety
procedures, rather than sim-
ply being switched off.

“We really appreciate your
patience and understanding.
‘We’ll keep you updated and
look forward to welcommg
you back as soon as it’s safe
to do so.”

Could zour dad be
joining Albert Cooper |
and his dad Liam from
Kidderminster for the
competition? s

Silly Dads wanted for competition

THE COMMUNITY cafe
at Wolverley Memorial
Hall is running a fun
and quirky ‘Silly Dads’
competition to celebrate
Father’s Day.

Customers are being
invited to send in humor-
ous pictures of their dads
and their antics which
will be displayed in the
cafe in the run up to this
year’s Father’s Day on
Sunday, June 15.

The funniest photo will
be rewarded with a free
ploughman’s lunch and
a pint of ale for the win-

ning dad and a guest of
his choice.

be made up of the team

run the cafe.

Cafe manager Kate
Mellar said: “We are
enjoying our reputation
locally as a friendly, fun
place to visit.

Drink and Learn’ ses-
sions where people can

skills was particularly
popular.

The panel of judges will

of volunteers who help to

““We hold regular ‘Eat,

try a new activity — circus

“And we're always open

to new ideas.”

Fun photos of dad
should be handed in to
the cafe or emailed to:
wolverleycommunity
cafe@gmail.com no later
than next Monday, June
2.

The winner will be
announced that week at
facebook.com/wolverley
memorialcommunitycafe
- the Community Cafe
Facebook page.

Wolverley Community
Cafe is open from
10.30am to 3.30pm,
Tuesday to Friday.

%AUNTS

Why Choose ts?
8

24/7 SUPPORT AWARD WINNING VALUE FOR MONEY

Our Funeral Homes
F.P Gaunt & Sons - 0121 559 1062
Black Country Funerals - 0121 559 9900
Stephen M Godber - 0121 555 5529
Gaunts of Wollaston - 01384 444 188
Gaunts of Kidderminster - 01562 541062
Gaunts of Stourport - 01299 89090

0 KIDDERMINSTER

THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Bringing over 125 years of experience to Kidderminster
(Serving surrounding areas)

Since 1900 The Gaunt family have been
providing a first-class Funeral Service.

We are multi award winning Funeral Directors
and have Funeral Homes in and around the
Black Country area.

In Summer 2023 we proudly opened our brand
new Funeral Home and bring with us expertise,
care and dedication to offer Funeral Services
in Kidderminster, Hartlebury, Stourport,
Bewdley, and surrounding areas.

Why Choose Gaunts to look after

your loved ones?

We pride ourselves on traditional values with a
modern, contemporary and bespoke approach.
‘We strongly believe that every Funeral
Arrangement should be personalised, unique
and affordable.

1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster, DY10 1JR. T: 01562 541062
E: info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk W: www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

What Makes Gaunts Different to

other Funeral homes?

We believe each Funeral we arrange and
conduct is as unique as your loved one. We
pride ourselves on our ability to make bespoke
funeral arrangements to suit all requests and
budgets.

We offer a range of packages and bespoke
arrangements.

We are able to make any funeral arrangements
that suit your requirements.

For a full non-obligational quote,
please speak to one of our
Funeral Directors
in Kidderminster on 01562 541 062
or in Stourport 01299 879 090
or email
info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk
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Force getting

better but more p*

work is

says key report B\

WEST Mercia Police has missed out on
an Outstanding rating after His Majesty’s
Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire
and Rescue Services (HMICFRS) pub-
lished its findings from a PEEL (Police
Effectiveness, Efficiency and Legitimacy)
Inspection.

The report follows an inspection of the
force in 2024 and identifies areas of good
work and progress on challenges, whilst also
highlighting where further improvement is
needed.

The report’s gradings found West Mercia
Police to be ‘good’ in recording date about
crimes, ‘adequate’ in police powers and pub-
lic treatments, preventing and investigating
crime, and managing offenders.

The force was rated ‘requiring improve-
ment’ in responding to the public, protect-
ing vulnerable people, developing a positive
workspace and leadership and force manage-
ment.

Andy Cooke, HM Inspector of Constabulary,
said although the force had made some
improvements since its last inspection, he
was disappointed the force did not always
understand what support victims needed and
were entitled to receive.

needed

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

He said: “The force still isn’t answering
emergency calls as quickly as it should. But
it is improving.

“The number of non-emergency calls mem-
bers of the public abandon because they
aren’t answered is still high.

“This is something we found in our previ-
ous inspection in 2021/22.

“We also found that officers didn’t attend
calls for service within the required attend-
ance time.

“The force must improve in these areas to
maintain victims’ confidence and maximise
opportunities to solve crime.”

The report outlined areas where the force
must do better, such as how they identified
vulnerable victims and challenges faced by
its IT systems, which had required significant
modernisation.

The report recognised neighbourhood
policing teams were well resourced and
were actively engaging with communities to
resolve local issues, investigative standards
have improved and that hot spot patrols had
reduced serious crime by 18 per cent.

\
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The report follows an inspection of the force in 2024 and identifies areas of good
work and progress on challenges.

The force’s dedicated online child sexual
exploitation team (OCSET) was praised for its
effective use of civil orders and strong part-
nership working to protect children, as was
the processes in place for external scrutiny of
the use of our stop and search powers.

Chief Constable Richard Cooper said: “We
recognise the importance of independent
assessments like PEEL and are using this
report as one tool to guide our next steps and
drive continued improvement for the com-
munities we serve, and for our officers, staff
and volunteers.

“We acknowledge the findings and are
already acting on them.

“The inspection highlights both the
progress we've made and the challenges we
are addressing head-on.

“The results are not where we want to
be, and I am clear that they must and will
improve.

“As set out in the Police and Crime
Commissioner’s Safer Communities Plan, we
remain focused on the issues that matter most

to our communities, which is providing a
service that is responsive, fair and trusted.”

Police and Crime Commissioner John
Campion added: “I know the public have
high expectations, so it’s important we use
the findings as a platform to drive further
change.

“Together, with the new Chief Constable,
action is already taking place to address con-
cerns and it’s my expectation this progress
continues at pace.

“West Mercia Police is full of hardworking
police officers and staff who are on the thin
blue line keeping communities safe — it’s on
the Chief Constable and I to set them up to
succeed.

“I will continue to work with and support
the Chief Constable to deliver my Safer
Communities Plan, by directing the resources
needed to deliver the best possible service to
the communities of West Mercia.”

Visit hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/
to view the report.

Gardeners’ z
World| |/

12-15 June 2025 | NEC Birmingham
COMPETITION TIME...

od Food trade mark s u:

Sponsored by

goodFOOD

SHOW SUMMER

Sponsored by (&) Lexus

We have 24 PAIRS OF TICKETS TO GIVE AWAY
Simply answer the following question...
If you would like to be in with a chance to win a pair!

Nick Bailey appeared in which BBC show?

A BBC Gardeners’ World
B The Great British Bake off
C Great British Garden Retreat

Please send your answers to
competitions@bullivantmedia.com

admission tickets o
nder licence from

May 2025. Valid on gene

nly, excluding Saturday entry. Details correct
mmediate Media Company London Limited. Org:

fee applies. Th
(trading nam

sardeners’ World logo i
ver Street Events Lzc)

trademark of the BSC. £ 88C.
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Get crafty to
enjoy your
half-term

by Aine McLean

BEWDLEY Museum will

be hosting children’s craft
activities in the May half-
term from 10.30am to
2.30pm between Tuesday and
Thursday (May 27 to 29).

Tuesday’s activity
involves cress planters; on
Wednesday children are
making spring T-shirts; and
Thursday will include parrot
sequin art.

Sessions cost £7.

Walk-in activities cannot
be booked online and only
limited stock is available,
so alternative crafts will be
provided if a session sells
out.

All children must be super-
vised by a parent or carer.

Organisers say the sessions
encourage children’s creativ-
ity and imagination, making
it a perfect half-term activity
for children and parents.

As well as the craft activi-
ties, Bewdley’s local history
will also showcased be in
engaging exhibitions and
displays which can be visited
following crafts as a perfect
finish to the day.

Visit bewdleymuseum.
co.uk or facebook.com/
BewdleyMuseum for more
information on upcoming
events at Bewdley Museum.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Crafters show off their
wares at free charity fair

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THERE will be more than
20 local independent stalls
at a charity craft fayre being
held from 1lam to 4pm on
bank holiday Monday, May
26.

The event at the Severns Club in
Stourport will feature a variety of
wares, including R&R Creations,
Ray’s Bakehouse, Bewdley Spirits,
Dave’s Designs, Wooden and
Woolen and Felted Frippery.

Everything on offer is hand-made
by talented crafters. Among the
items will be upcycled wooden toys
and trinkets, 3D printing, upcy-
cled lamps, knitted toys, handmade
clocks and pens, felted animals,
needlecraft, Macrame, artwork and
much more

Admission to the event is free
and there will be a tombola to
raise funds for research into
Amyloidosis, which is a group of
rare conditions where a protein
called amyloid builds up in the

%

body. It can affect organs such as
your heart, kidneys, liver, nerves
or digestive system. It cannot be
cured, but there are treatments
that may help with symptoms.

Ray’s Bakehouse will also be
donating a percentage of its profits
to the cause and R&R Creations
are donating handmade products
for sale with the revenue going to
the charity.

An appeal has been launched for
items for the tombola — these can
be dropped off in a collection box
at the Severns Club.

This event marks the first year
anniversary of the Severns Craft
Fayres and all the creators are all
really excited to be back again.

Rachel, from Ray’s Bakehouse,
said: “The event is free and it is
always a really lovely atmosphere.

Club owner
Darren
Richards
welcomes
crafters Trish
Edwards,
Heather
Robson,
Rachel
Wilson,
Lindsay Shaw
and Rose
Prattley to
the Severns
Club. Picture
by Marcus
Mingins
2225007MMR

‘We have always had lots of com-
ments on how much visitors have
enjoyed themselves at previous
events.

“The more support we get for
this event, the more money we can
raise and the more research can be
done into Amyloidosis.”

Visit facebook.com/severnsclub
for more information on the club
and to click through to this event.

Fair has everything, from welly wanging to vintage cars

ASTLEY Village Hall will be host-
ing another lively summer fete
from 2pm to 5pm on Sunday,
June 8.

Entry is free to the event with
plenty of fun accessible to all

ages and a range of activities
available to suit all tastes.

The afternoon includes tea,
cake, ice cream and multi-
ple fairground games such as
‘Hoopla’ and ‘Splat the Rat’, ‘Tin

Can Knock Down’ and ‘Welly
Wanging’. The fete will also
feature a performance by the
Stourport-on-Severn Brass Band
and vintage cars.

The event is also being sup-

ported by the Stroke Club and
Kemp Hospice — both of which
provide valuable care and sup-
port to the most vulnerable and
so any donations would be highly
appreciated.

Malvern Goldsmiths, 28-30

Belle Vue Terrace, Malvern, WR14 4PZ

Quarter Jewellery (The most reasonable
jewellers in Worcester) has now been
open for 18 years, | have always
endeavoured to run the shop as jewellers
were run when | started in the jewellery
trade 59 years ago. Five years ago we
were lucky enough to acquire the lease
of 28, Belle Vue Terrace, Great Malvern a
beautifully fitted Victorian pharmacy, now
reborn as Malvern Goldsmiths

We have a large range of new, antique
and second hand jewellery in both shops.

Having had factories in both Birmingham
Jewellery Quarter and Asia, we are able to
make diamond rings, pendants and
earrings, all of them priced to be able
to beat “High Street multiples”
and internet sellers.

We value for Insurance, probate and
sale between parties.

We are always happy to offer for your
unwanted jewellery etc, this service is
free, If you have a jewellery problem,
we are happy to advise without
any obligation.

Quarter Jewellery, 27 The Shambles,

Worcester, WR1 2RA
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VE Day event helps
to showcase centre

by Phoebe Mitchell

A SOCIAL day centre in
Stourport held an open
day in celebration of VE
Day.

The event at the Elizabeth
Mills Centre, based in Sion
Gardens, featured coffee,
cake and even Spam sand-
wiches for those who wanted
to reminisce about the war-
time era.

The event proved a very
successful event that was
enjoyed by all.

The day centre, which is
planning more events, wants
to raise awareness of the
meals and more it offers to
the over-50s.

The centre has provided hot

The Elizabeth Mills Centre. s

meals for years and currently
supplies a two-course meal
costing §6 for over-55s on
three days-a-week — Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday.

Meals are served between
midday and lpm and, with
it being a popular service,
booking is encouraged by

contacting the
centre.

Since 1969
— when it was
known as the
Stourport on
Severn Social
Day Centre
— the venue
has been
preventing
social exclu-
sion among

older people and
helping address
health issues.

Its name was changed in
2010 to recognise a local
councillor who served for
many years and was a former
mayor of Stourport.

The land and building is
currently owned by Stourport

T

Town Council but the charity
is run by a board of independ-
ent trustees who continue the
tradition of enhancing well-
being and promoting good
health of the centre’s attend-
ees and residents in the sur-
rounding area.

The trustees are extremely
glad the day centre continues
to be valued by all who visit
and they want more people to
be aware of it and the serv-
ices it offers.

The staff are aiming to set
up free events where possible
so they can bring more peo-
ple through the doors.

Call 01299 823240, email
elizabthmillscentre @gmail.
com or search for ‘Elizabeth
Mills Day Centre’ at facebook.
com for more.
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The VE Day event at the Elizabeth Mills Centre was
hailed a great success. s

Open garden highlights sustainability

A WILDLIFE-FRIENDLY
garden in Bewdley will
be open to the public
from 10am to 5pm, next
Sunday, June 1.

The event will take
place at 21 Stourport
Road as a part of
SustFest Wyre Forest.

The festival has sup-
ported sustainability
for the past three years,

aiming to promote the

message of creating

a ‘greener, happier,

healthier future’.
There will be com-

munity activities and

workshops available at

the open garden event.
Cash donations

will be welcome to

aid both the positive

future of Wyre Forest’s

residents and environ-
ment through South
Worcestershire and
Wyre Forest Nightstop
— a charity which works
to reduce youth home-
lessness.

The open garden will
also include refresh-
ments, homemade cakes
and a plant sale for visi-
tors.

Music festival will hit the right note

MUSIC fans will be in for a
treat when a festival takes
place in Stourport next
month.

Midsummer Music in the
Garden is being held from
2pm to 6pm on Sunday,
June 22, at Mucklowe
House, Areley Lane.

A variety of accom-
plished musicians from
across the Midlands will

be performing, such as atmosphere the music cre-

The Band of West Mercia

Police, Bromsgrove
School Musicians, The
Coppice Shanty Crew,

The Chameleon Quintet,
David Coulson (baritone),
Hereford Police Male
Choir and members of The
‘Wheely Different Theatre
Company.

As well as the captivating

ates, the festival will also
raise funds for the Church
House Trust and local
Parkinson’s UK group.

People are urged to bring
their own picnics and gar-
den chairs.

Tickets, costing £10, are
available from Rose at:
church.house.ak@gmail.
com

[ *kxx A
By Coach fi

C 7 Holidays /

ROYAL MINT,

HARBOUR CRUISE

Departing Mon 8 Sep ‘25

Trustpilot

BRECON MOUNTAIN RAIL & BRISTOL

CLASSIC CAMBRIDGE

& OXFORD’S DREAMING SPIRES

Departing Thu 18 Sep ‘25

We visit the city of Oxford, perched on the Thames and
known for its world-famous Royal Regatta and Cambridge,

Reader Travel,

BLACKPOOL, SOUTHPORT
& THE LAKE DISTRICT

Departing Mon 15 Sep ‘25

Enjoy a four-night stay at the ultimate seaside resort
with time to experience the vibrant fun of Blackpool. A

We enjoy the Royal Mint Experience and go behind the scenes
to follow the journey of a coin, from blank to bank, and travel
through spectacular landscapes on one of the most popular
railway routes in Wales. We also visit the Welsh capital

of Cardiff.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

¢/ 4 nights at the Holiday Inn, Newport (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Heritage train journey on the Brecon Mountain Railway
¢/ Scenic drive through the Brecon Beacons National Park
¢/ Cruise around Bristol Harbour

v/ Excursions to the Royal Mint Experience & Cardiff

£539

5 Days by Coach o

Single Supplement £125

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342514

therwise stan

or visit us online at

with its combination of tranquil botanical gardens and striking
buildings. There’s also the chance to discover the fine charms
of Ely and Stamford.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

v/ 4 nights at the Holiday Inn, Northampton (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Excursions to Cambridge & Oxford (includes guided city tours)
Optional excursion to Ely & Stamford (£14pp)

5 Days by Coach on@ £359

Single Supplement £125

lively atmosphere, a Blue Flag beach, classic trams and a
Golden Mile, with cabaret acts, arcades and seaside food and
drink available at every pier.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

' 4 nights at the Savoy Hotel, Blackpool (JG2 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Blackpool llluminations Drive (llluminations drive from 1% September
onwards only)

v Excursions to Southport & the
Lake District (Bowness-on-Windermere)

Optional excursion to Fleetwood Market (E10pp)

ALV
4 oot

5 Days by Coach ow@ £319

Single Supplement £75

n justgohols

BESTCOMPANY
.

icays terms & concitions. Coach Loaings are patected 9y Bonded Coath WK COCHTURS NOLBITS
\€ per

c 0sG justgoholidays.com/OSG

TostLd At Folidaysare TCLp
i ABTOT,
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**NOW AVAILABLE*+

Refresh your kitchen [ MONTHS

with a simple but INTEREST FREE CREDIT

ENJOY YOUR LUXURY KITCHEN Now - pay LATER

stunning makeover M

Subject to status, terms and
conditions apply.

Joe's Doors can transform your kitchen by replacing
doors, panels and trims. Choose from a wide range of
kitchen styles for a cost-effective, fuss-free service that
can be completed in under two days... and best of all
you don’t even need to empty the cupboards!

Enjoy your stunning kitchen makeover now and pay
later with our 24 months interest-free credit. Book
today for a quick, beautiful kitchen makeover.

v/ No need to empty cupboards — =

-
v No mess, no fuss —Ié

v/ Most fitted in a day
v/ Made to measure

AS SEENONTV « PROUDLY MADE IN THEUK « FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

Transform your worktops with Quartzize stone overlays

Why replace your worktops when this unique quartz
overlay simply fits over your existing surface.
Here are some of the amazing benefits:

* Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

* Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.

« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.

* Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

* Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

(QUARTZIZE I

*Limited period promotional voucher.Tand C's apply.

FREE QUOTE
FITS OVER YOUR FULLY FITTED
EXISTING WORKTOP NATIONWIDE
Just three simple steps to transform your existing kitchen: KA A A A A A A Ak ok ok kA ok A
MAY BONUS
You choose from our range We'll book a date to [

We take some
measurements... of doors and worktops... transform your kitchen.

CHOICE OF
COLOURS

-

FREE SINK

WORTH OVER £229°

01562 610289 - joesdoors.co.uk Frsen s vouchertour e conaan

on the day of your Quartzize survey.

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 9.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience.
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A great day for
a nature walk

PEOPLE wanting to
explore nature can head
out on two guided walks
with the Wyre Forest
Rangers this weekend.
The strolls - being held
as part of National Walking
Month - are both being held
tztzglorrow (Saturday, May

The first is at 10am at
Blakemarsh Nature Reserve
in Kidderminster.

People should meet at
White Wickets Park off
Franche Road at 9.45am for
a 10am start.

Then, at 12.30pm, the
rangers will lead a walk
at the Britannia Gardens
Conservation  Area in
Stourport.

Walkers should meet at the
gate near the children’s play

area on Britannia Gardens
at 12.15pm, ready for a
12.30pm start.

There is no parking at the
meeting place so, if driving,
people should park nearby.

At both events, partici-
pants will be able to hear all
about the upcoming plans to
enhance and protect the con-
servation areas for the ben-
efit of people and wildlife.

And they will be able to
ask questions and share their
thoughts on the scheme.

Attendees should be aware
that, although the walks are
short, the ground is uneven,
brambly and can be wet so
sturdy footwear and weather-
appropriate clothing are rec-
ommended.

Places are free but spaces
are limited so people taking
part need to sign up before-

hand.

There was good news for
users of Blakemarsh Nature
Reserve this week - the board-
walk across the marsh which
had to be shut for safety
reasons has now been fully
repaired and reopened.

The damaged section has
been made safe, and you can
now enjoy the full walking
route again.

The Wyre Forest Rangers
said: “Thank you to everyone
for your patience while the
work was carried out.

“We hope you enjoy your
next visit.”

Visit this story at kidder-
minsterstandard.co.uk or go
to: facebook.com/wyreforest-
rangers to click the links for
the walks for more informa-
tion and to book spaces.

GARDENING TIME: A FUN-PACKED fam-
ily day out will take place at Hartlebury
Castle on bank holiday Monday, May 26.

There will be a variety of activities,
including decorating a gardening apron,
sowing seeds with expert help from volun-
teer gardeners and enjoy storytelling with
Jen and her wildlife puppets.

Other activities include creating wild art,
having a go at mini den building, learn-
ing about creepy crawlies and animal
tracks, following a nature trail, exploring
the venue’s beautiful grounds and play-

ground and discovering the Bees and
Bugs Family Trail.

Activities also continue with the ‘Back to
Nature’ theme for the May half-term which
also coincides with National Children’s
Gardening Week.

Admission tickets are available and the
apron crafts - which include the trail - are
£3.50 per child.

Visit: hartleburycastle.com/event/whats-
in-your-garden for times, tickets and more
information.

%
/A
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Tramp Wall UK will be performing their amazing Tumbling Tigers Trampoline show,
five times a day. Picture by Matthew Lissimore. s

Safari Park set for Tiger Takeover

A SPECIAL event at West Midlands Safari
Park for next week’s May half-term will cel-
ebrate the arrival of the three endangered
Sumatran tiger cubs, which were born at
the start of the year.

The ‘Tiger Takeover’, from Monday to
next Sunday, May 24 to June 1, will offer
visitors an array of tiger-themed activities
and the opportunity to see the adorable
cubs.

The week will feature the exciting and
acrobatic Tumbling Tigers Trampoline
show, tiger-themed arts and crafts and the
park’s education and conservation teams

will also be championing the big cats’ con-
servation.

On the Tiger Trail there is a themed quiz
with the chance to enter a prize draw to
win a Tiger Safari Lodge stay and people
can put themselves in the frame to win a
Ultimate VIP Tour for four people by tak-
ing their picture at the ‘Love Tigers’ photo
point and posting it to the park’s Facebook
page.

Tiger-themed face painting is also avail-
able.

Visit: wmsp.co.uk for more information
and to book.

THE HEART OF WALES RAMBLER
SATURDAY 9 AUGUST 2025
ENJOY A CIRCULAR RAIL TRIP SCOUTING RURAL WALES

THROUGH ROLLING HILLS AND ISOLATED VILLAGES, WITH A
SHORT BREAK AT SHREWSBURY

Local Joining Stations: Worcestershire Parkway and Cheltenham Spa

ON BOARD FEATURES INCLUDE:

— Reserved seats aligned with the carriage windows

— A printed excursion and journey guide for everyone

— A travelling licensed buffet with refreshments, including
alcoholic and soft drinks
— The Premier Dining service includes: The Great British Breakfast,

Elevenses & Four Course Evening Dinner

— Cheerful, friendly and helpful Pathfinder Stewards!

200~

Years of Train Travel
1825-2025

THE HEART OF WALES LINE IS A RAMBLING RAILWAY THAT
TIME HAS FORGOTTEN, A SINGLE TRACK THAT SETS COURSE
FROM THE ONCE DISPUTED BORDERLAND AND MARCHES OF
HEREFORDSHIRE AND SHROPSHIRE, RIGHT ACROSS THE HILLS

AND VALLEYS OF RURAL CENTRAL WALES

Our destination for the day will be the county market town of Shrewsbury.

Fares: Adult Junior Party x4 Here there will be around 90 minutes* to enjoy the town set in
Premier Dining £299 £275 £1156 the loop of the River Severn.

First Class £199 £179 £756

Standard Class £135 £95 £500 A pair of English Electric Class 37 locomotives, courtesy of West Coast Railway

Company, are expected to haul this train throughout.

*Subject to change once confirmed timings are received

WWW.PATHFINDERTOURS.CO.UK

Table for Two seats are available at a supplement of £50 per person in Premier Dining and First Class.

BOOKING OFFICE: 01453 835414 / 834477
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Just for Pets

Just for Pets, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG
(Next to ASDA)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Freightliner locomotive 66509 was named ‘Freightliner Retirement Association’ at the
Diesel Gala. Pictures by Neil Gordon Media. s

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

RIGHT - Home-
based pre-
served class
50, 50049, also
worked at the
gala. s

LEFT - Freight
company GBRf
provided its
new class 69
locomotive,
69014, to the
event. s

THE SEVERN Valley
Railway’s annual spring
diesel gala has been
hailed a success after
3,600 people attended
the four-day event last
weekend.

Several mainline train com-
panies supported the gala by
sending locomotives to oper-
ate services on the 12 miles of

. line between Kidderminster

and Hampton Loade, along
with home-based preserved
engines.

Event sponsors Colas,
GBRf, Freightliner, West
Coast Railways, Rail
Adventure and Locomotive
Services provided engines
including classes’ 37, 56, 57,
66, 69, 70, plus a pair of
Inter City power cars.

Meanwhile, home-based
locomotives used to haul

The Standard, Friday May 23, 2025

by Neil Gordon
news@bullivantmedia.com

services between Thursday
and last Sunday included
classes’ 20, 33, 37, 40, 42,
46, 50, 52 and 58.

The railway’s diesel shed
at Kidderminster and Engine
House at Highley were also
open, while visiting loco-
motive 66509 was named
‘Freightliner ~ Retirement
Association’ at Kidderminster
to commemorate the associa-
tion’s 40th anniversary.

The Severn Valley Railway’s
managing director, Jonathan
‘Gus’ Dunster, said: “Our
spring diesel event is always
about gathering together
examples of the best heritage
and modern diesel traction.

“We're very lucky to have

Disly

such strong support from our
mainline colleagues.

“This year we operated on
the 12 miles of line between
Kidderminster and Hampton
Loade because Bridgnorth
is still cut-off following the
landslip in January.”

And a poignant ceremony
was held on Saturday when
home-based locomotive
number 50033 ‘Glorious’
was rededicated to commem-
orate the 85th anniversary
of the tragic sinking of HMS
Glorious in the Second World
War with the loss of over
1,200 crew.

The Severn Valley Railway
celebrates its 60th anniversa-
ry this year with other events
including Step Back to the
1940s, Railway 200, Swinging
Sixties, plus autumn diesel
and steam galas.

A/lbion Lodge

We are a family run establishment and 7T
the care we provide is very much based Rel"'lr
on the ethos that we look after people =

as if they are part of our own family. N

Offering individualised care, we aim to
maintain independence whilst providing
support.

Please feel free to contact us for an
informal chat about what we can offer
What we offer

24-hour care

Period property

Village setting

Two acres of lawns

Special baths

Disabled access vehicle e p——

Two lifts

Respite rooms pre-bookable Qgg'n?r?.“s?'.iéﬁ

Albion Lodge Retirement Home, Hanley Swan, Worestershire, WR8 ODN Tel: 01684 310626
Email: info@albionlodge.co.uk www.albionlodge.co.uk
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Church is ideal
stage for piece
of telly heaven

THE GENIUS script-
writing of the legen-
dary Richard Curtis was
brought to life when
Fair Share Theatre per-
formed the stage ver-
sion of The Vicar of

Dibley.
The show featured four
episodes - The Arrival,

Engagement, Radio Dibley
and Love and Marriage
— performed at St Mary
and All Saints’ Church,
Kidderminster.

‘Whilst having this proven
funny script is obviously a
Godsend (pun intended),
converting a TV sitcom to the
stage needs a versatile set for
quick scene changes.

This one transitioned
between David Horton’s
house, Vicar Geraldine

Grainger’s living room, a
field with a gate and par-
ish hall (we were already
in a church so no problem
there).

In fact, the church setting
could not have been more
perfect. A massive ornate
stained glass window pro-

Review:
The Vicar of Dibley,

St Mary and All
Saints Church,
Kidderminster

vided the ambiance and as
the evening got darker, it
provided a real subconscious
sense of time passing.

It also came in handy for
the in-church scenes when
the audience doubled as a
congregation — even being
roped into smgmg hymns
during the vicar’s inaugural
service in the parish.

The wedding was also inter-
esting as, looking around, it
felt like you were genuinely
part of Hugo and Alice’s cer-
emony — and the audience
could not have looked more
thrilled for them. There was
even cheers, whoops and
applause when they kissed
and made their way back
down the aisle.

The organ and organist was
also a beautiful touch - shout

out to Laurence Nicholas for
his varied repertoire from
hymns to pop songs and TV
themes which played out
while the sets were switched.

The talented cast certain-
ly rose to the challenge of
putting on this classic (with
such big shoes and cassocks
to fill).

Julie Merry had a fine
five minutes of fame as
‘the woman’, while Nathan
Beckett-Wilde and Jacquelyn
Cook were solid as Simon
and Mrs Cropley.

Tony Boardman was great
as ‘dull but endearing’ Frank
and got the biggest ‘awww’
moment when he ‘came
out’ during his Radio Dibley
show.

Likewise, Tam Weir was
good as sex-obsessed Jim,
particularly in the wedding
episode with the best man’s
speech and some loud sing-
ing (and of course the ‘no,
no, no, no, no, no, yes’ bits).

Neil Waghorn made for a
fantastic Farmer Owen with
all his outrageous antics
and stories about his bizarre
bowel movements getting a

The Standard, Friday May 23, 2025

Fair Share Theatre staged The Vicar of Dibley at Kidderminster’s St Mary and All Saints

Church. s

few laughs throughout.

Ben Beckett-Wilde played
his role of naive but whole-
some Hugo well and Michael
Steiger was equally as good
as snobby and arrogant par-
ish council chair David.

But the performances of
the night went to Dani Davis
as popular and exuberant
Vicar Geraldine and Megan
Crosby as dippy but lovable
verger Alice.

Both had the intonation,
mannerisms, facial expres-
sions and comedy timing
mastered.

Crosby frequently had
those watching in hysterics
and Davis brought so much
energy to her character and
the whole show, which is
what this production has its
foundations on.

The only criticism was it
was difficult for some towards

the back of the crowd being
able to see the action on
stage clearly but, logistically,
it was not possible for the
stage to be higher than it
was.

God bless the cast, crew
and directors Nathan Beckett-
‘Wilde and Josie Marston for
a thoroughly enjoyable and
entertaining evening.

Tristan Harris

Our Restaurant

serves a wide variety of
home-cooked meals, breakfasts,
puddings, cakes and afternoon teas

Hot ;ood is served
8.30am till 3.30pm daily!

—— .
E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬁFind us on Facebook

-

Brighten up your garden
with our selection of bedding
plants, hanging baskets and
planted tubs.

Top quality home grown plants
affordable prices!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5:00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am- 4. 30pm

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003

jWe keep our
Family owned Farm Shop

stocked with seasonal fresh fruit, vegetables
and grocery items.

Our deli is stocked with sweet treats,
savoury snacks and cheeses.

Our Butchery offers a wide selection of local &
British meats and we even have a fresh fish counter.
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Executive headteacher Shelley
Reeves-Walters with Ellianna
Smith, Liam Zorychta, Millie
Underhill, head of school Alison
Maybury and Charlie Schaff. s

OFSTED has praised Stourport Primary
Academy for its dedicated staff and high quality
education, earning the school a ‘good’ ranking
in all categories.

The school, which is part of the Severn
Academies Educational Trust, has been recog-
nised as being supportive and committed to its
pupils’ education by an Ofsted inspector.

It has been acknowledged by the inspector
that pupils’ behaviour was ‘considerate and
respectful’ with a well-sequenced and well-
planned curriculum seeming to consistently
hold high expectations.

Good news for school

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Headteacher Alison Maybury said: “I am
delighted the inspector recognised the many
strengths of our school, the dedication and
knowledge of our staff, and that our children
are at the heart of everything we do.”

The primary academy reportedly took ‘effec-
tive action to maintain the standards identified
at the previous inspection’ - a fact consoli-
dating Ofsted’s ‘good’ rating in terms of the
Stourport school’s quality of education, behav-
iour and attitudes, personal development, lead-
ership and management.

The Standard, Friday May 23, 2025

Good ideas may
lead to grants
from funders

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

KIDDERMINSTER Education
Foundation is now accepting appli-
cations for grants that support the
development of education, particu-
larly in the fields of art and science.

As a cornerstone of its mission, the
foundation aims to enhance the knowl-
edge, understanding, and practice of the
arts, crafts, and sciences, with a special
focus on promoting creativity and inno-
vation within the community.

The foundation exists to promote edu-
cation in the arts and sciences, helping
to foster a deeper understanding and
appreciation of these vital fields.

And it is tasked with providing and
maintaining a museum and art gallery
or either of these institutions, ensuring
these important cultural resources con-
tinue to inspire and educate.

The foundation offer facilities and
resources for recreation and leisure
activities which align with educational
and cultural pursuits.

The foundation’s members believe in
the power of education to transform
lives and are committed to supporting
projects and schemes which enhance
artistic and scientific learning experi-

ences and contribute to the local cultural
landscape by preserving and growing
artistic and educational resources.

And the foundation provides meaning-
ful opportunities for people and com-
munities to engage in arts, crafts, and
leisure activities that enrich their lives.

How to Apply

Representatives of local organisations
and educational institutions or anyone
with an innovative project idea can
submit applications for grants via the
Kidderminster Town Council website
to explore how their visions could be
brought to life.

Visit: kidderminstertowncouncil.gov.
uk/kidderminster-educational-founda-
tion/ for more on eligibility and the
application process.

The foundation hopes to receive grant
proposals before the end of May so it can
meet in June to discuss them.

Anyone with questions about the
scheme can email: Office@kiddermin-
stertowncouncil.gov.uk for more infor-
mation.

A foundation spokesperson said: “We
look forward to seeing the creative and
impactful initiatives that will help shape
the future of education, art, and science
in our community.”

@ The Will Partners

Over 30 years' experience in

the Will writing business

Wills, Trusts & Power

of Attorney
OR

Free review of your
existing Will
e Protect your home and

everything that you have worked
hard for...

e Friendly and experienced local
people
e Free Home Visit

Call us Today

01527 877313

Email: hello@thewillpartners.co.uk

www.thewillpartners.co.uk
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HUGE FRINGE FESTIVAL | FREE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT | MARKETS
MUSIC | SCREENINGS | POP-UP MUSEUM
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Event aims to
boost chances
for businesses

PEOPLE IN Worcestershire will have the
chance to grow their business with an
event designed to empower local busi-
nesses through expert insights.

Organised by Worcestershire County
Council, the Growth, Skills and Grant
Support Conference takes place at
9.30am on June 11 at Sixways Stadium,
Worcester.

The conference aims to bring together
influential local business leaders, expert
speakers and successful entrepreneurs for
a morning of practical guidance and inspi-
ration.

A key feature of the conference will be a
live Q&A session exploring what makes a
successful grant application and how busi-
nesses can tap into the latest support and
funding opportunities available through
Worcestershire County Council.

The event will also shine a spotlight
on local businesses that have benefited
from grant funding and tailored support
programmes, highlighting real-world suc-
cess stories and the positive impact on
Worcestershire’s thriving business com-
munity.

Gary Woodman, assistant director
for economy at Worcestershire County
Council, said: “This conference is an essen-
tial platform for Worcestershire’s business
community to learn, connect, and grow.

“We're proud to showcase real success
stories and provide clear pathways for
businesses to access support, improve
skills, and secure funding. We encourage
every local business large or small to come
and explore how we can help fuel their
ambitions.”

Visit: businesseventsworcestershire.com/
events-search/ and find the event on ‘June
11’ on the calendar for more information.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Golden times for those
bringing in the visitors

VISIT Worcestershire is cel-
ebrating national recognition
after being awarded gold cer-
tification.

The Green Tourism Awards
celebrate destinations which go
above and beyond in delivering
high-quality, sustainable visitor
experiences.

The judging panel said
Visit ~ Worcestershire and
‘Worcestershire County Council’s
had forward-thinking schemes
which led to the highest certifica-
tion possible for tourism destina-
tions.

As more travellers seek envi-
ronmentally responsible experi-
ences, this accolade makes the
county the place to visit for regen-
erative tourism. It also supports
Visit Worcestershire’s ambition
to grow the local visitor economy
to over §1billion annually in the
next five years.

Lorna Robinson, visitor econo-
my and destination manager, said
everyone was delighted with the
gold award.

“It’s fabulous recognition of the
incredible work going on across
‘Worcestershire to put people,
place, and the visitor experience
at the heart of everything we do.

“This isn’t just a badge — it’s a
signal Worcestershire is serious
about being a leading destination
for responsible, regenerative and
highly enjoyable travel.

“From supporting local produc-
ers through Taste Worcestershire
to improving access with green

transport and  biodiversity
projects, we're proud to be fly-
ing the flag for a better way to
travel.”

She added she was so proud
of the team, its partners and the
‘brilliant’ local businesses making
‘Worcestershire a shining example
of how tourism can do good.

The award recognises
efforts to connect people with
Worcestershire’s countryside in

ways which benefit both visitors
and the local economy.

Visit Worcestershire is actively
working with the Malvern Hills
Trust to inform visitors on how to
visit responsibly through a series
of short social media videos on
topics including bird nesting sea-
son and responsible dog walking
on the hills.

Part of the award submission
focused on the Natural Networks
Programme, delivered with the
‘Worcestershire Wildlife Trust.

The scheme has benefited

several Worcestershire tourism
businesses, including Bowbrook
Lodges, which introduced a new
wetlands habitat to increase bio-
diversity on the holiday park,
as well as improving the visitor
experience.

With grant support from
‘Worcestershire County Council,
visitor attraction Little Owl Farm
Park, secured funding to install a
solar PV system, projected to cut
its energy bill by thousands of
pounds annually.

Another key element help-
ing gain the award was the
‘Worcestershire On Demand bus
service, delivered by the county
council.

The flexible, app-based trans-
port service is already enhancing
visitor access to rural attractions
across the county, connecting
tourists and residents directly
with destinations such as Attwell
Farm Park, the Clent Hills and
Croome Court.

The convenient and sustainable
way to reach the areas is open-
ing up more of Worcestershire
to day trippers, without the need
for a car.

Visit: green-tourism.com for
more information.

Visit Worcestershire are
actively working with the
Malvern Hills Trust to inform
visitors on how to visit
responsibly. s

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

loor

Home service

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop
prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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PLAY OUR
SUMMER
RAFFLE

1st Prize 2ndPrize £500
£ 0 0 0 3rd Prize 5 x £50
3 : 4th Prize 10 X £25
Every raffle ticket bought helps
save lives in your community

Tickets £1

Scan the QR code ) E E
For ticket books call our toplay online .

Summer Raffle Hotline on 01628 200 685

midlandsairambulance.com/summerraffie

Postal closing date: 11th July 2025
Online closing date: 16th July 2025
Draw date: 18th July 2025

Gamble
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Taking a look
at our history

A WEBSITE uncovering Worcestershire’s
rich and layered history is being launched
by Historic England as part of a national
heritage event this month.

Historic England has launched its new
Local Heritage Hub showcasing the past of
nearly 400 locations across the UK as part of
Local History Month.

Worcestershire’s storied past is featured
with its own dedicated web page full of
interesting information, facts and archived
material.

The page offers a wide range of content,
from fascinating aerial photographs showing
towns and villages through time, to curated
selections of listed buildings, videos, blogs,
and podcasts.

The Local Heritage Hub invites members
of the public to discover their local area

through a new lens.

Duncan Wilson, chief executive of Historic
England, said: “Understanding and connect-
ing with local heritage is an important part
of building strong communities.

“With this new service, we hope people
across England will be able to explore hidden
histories, reconnect with their surroundings,
and feel a sense of pride in their local area.”

The project comes in the wake of finding
out that 71 per cent of people want to see
more recognition of heritage in their area,
while 58 per cent agree that local heritage
enhances their daily lives.

Louise Brennan, the regional director for
the Midlands at Historic England, added: “It
is so exciting to see the breadth and depth of
our local history and heritage in one place.

“The Midlands has such a rich and varied
history — from the industrial brilliance of
our cities, the character of our
market towns, and the wonder-
ful rural communities stretching
from the Welsh border to the
North Sea coast - there really is
something for everyone.

“I look forward to seeing how
people use it in different ways to
find more about the local places
that mean the most to them.”

Visit: historicengland.org.uk/
local/locations/worcestershire/
to explore Historic England’s
Worcestershire material and
archives.

An aerial shot over
Worcestershire from the
Historic England Archive. s

s

THIS YEAR’S annual road surface dress-

ing programme has been started by
Worcestershire County Council after a suc-
cessful winter gritting season.

As part of the gritting season, the council’s
highways team deployed more than 5,000
tonnes of salt to keep Worcestershire’s road
network safe and moving between October
2024 and April 2025. Operations were sup-
ported by six strategically located depots and
seven remotely monitored weather stations.

The dedicated efforts of both county coun-
cil staff and contractor Ringway ensured
roads remained in safe condition for all
users.

A highways team spokesperson said:
“While it hasn’t been the harshest of win-
ters, our crews have worked tirelessly,
sometimes around the clock, to make sure
‘Worcestershire’s roads remained safe.

“We are grateful to all involved, especially
those who take on winter duties in addition to
their regular responsibilities.

“The positive feedback we receive from
road users across the county reflects how
much their work is appreciated.”
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He added now attention turned to main-
taining and improving the county’s roads.

“Surface dressing is a preventative mainte-
nance treatment that involves spraying roads
with bitumen, followed by stone chippings
that are rolled in to seal the surface.

“It’s a quick and cost-effective method
that can extend the life of a road by up to 10
years, while improving skid resistance and
helping prevent potholes.

“Our teams are fully prepared and ready
to deliver this year’s surface dressing pro-
gramme.

“It’s a proven and efficient way to restore
road surfaces and minimise long-term dam-
age.

“Starting the work after the winter sea-
son allows us to carry it out under optimal
conditions and with minimal disruption to
residents and road users.”

Signs will be displayed on roads in advance
of any surface dressing activity. The pro-
gramme may be subject to change depending
on weather conditions.

Visit: worcestershire.gov.uk/surfacedress-
ing for more information.

DEAN SIMPSON

COUNTY TREE.SURGEONS

County Tree Surgeons have been
trusted tree surgeons in Redditch
and the surrounding area for over 15
years, specialising in tree reduction
and removal. A family run business
with values to match, providing
services for all aspects of tree work.
We offer free quotes and estimates
and are available for 24/7 call outs.

Tel 01527 404240
Mobile 07969 895316

wWww.countytreesurgeons.com

v All aspects of tree work undertaken
v Specialist in tree removal/ reductions
v Fencing

v Hedge maintenance

v/ Storm damage work

v Tree stump grinding service

¢ Conifer trees topped or felled

v Call out work

v Fast clean service

v Free estimates

v Fully insured

v All work carried out to BS3998 standard

In Loving Memory '
of

Peter Simpson

31.03.1942 -
01.06.2024



The Standard, Friday May 23, 2025 www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk PAGE 23

BROMSGROVE'S

D AKLANDS

FURNITURE

MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!

Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!
Suites - Sofas - Beds - Mattresses - Recliners - Oak Furniture
Accent Chairs - Dining Sets - Wardrobes - Chests & more!
Big brand names at unbeatahle prices:

DFS - Tetrad - La-Z-Boy - Parker Knoll - Sofology - Furniture Village
(Cancelled Orders - Ex-Display - Clearance Stock)
SAVE UP TO 60% OFF!

----- Extra Savings ==------

* Spend £500 - Save 5% * Spend £1,000 - Save 10%

Bring this advert with you to claim your discount.
* No reasonable offer refused - all stock must go
* Free delivery & installation

& V 0/ 3 —=
* Huge clearance warehouse selection WITH AN ] u 0,
Ts&C’s apply Visit today before it's gone! ENTRA OFF THIS WHK
L Better = w

Was £599 [ ! than
NOW ONLY " Half Price

£349! il : 33 ) Tn mnsl!!-:

@ ﬁ MHI‘I.E'I’E SET WITH 2
* HEADBOARD IN CHOICE OF I:lllﬂlllls

NOwW

B LLLY .

LIGHT GREY CERAMIC TABLE Collection of fireside chairs - many ) . Rockford RECLINING Corner
1.6-2.0 & 6 X SOFT TOUCH GREY CHAIRS brand names! many with up to 60% off DUAL ACTION RISE RECLINER with cup holders in Grey or Black

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
@ YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

© OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

© WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THESTORE QPEN 7 DAYS
Unit 35 Aston Fields Trading Park, ofne;‘ngg;ﬁg'_ggﬁy
Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW Tel: 01527 872202

. Open: - Frid -
www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk sqiomn.sem - siﬁi?msﬁinm

@
Oaklands Furniture Limited is an i ive of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, t/a Ideal4Finance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a l d r (FRN 703401). Fin: vailable subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, th loan amount and the t¢
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Driver training
rule change is
move to bring
in younger staff

‘WEST Midlands Railway has welcomed
the government’s decision to reduce
the starting age for people to undertake
driver training from 20 to 18.

And last week, the government announced
18 to 20-year-olds could benefit from thou-
sands of jobs and apprenticeships which will
become available on the railways across the
country as early as December.

As part of the ‘Plan for Change’, it is hoped
getting young people into roles will bolster
the workforce and improve rail services
by preventing delays and cancellations and
boosting the economy at the same time.

Young people will be able to take up new
careers as train drivers three years earlier
to boost the number of drivers needed for
reliable services and put more school and
college leavers on track to step straight into
work.

The decision to lower the age will reduce
the over reliance on rest day working by get-
ting more people into the driving seat and
ensuring a steady stream of drivers entering
the industry.

Driver shortage

The current average age for a train driver

is 48 years old and rising - 30 per cent are
due to reach retirement age by 2029.

Bringing young talent into these skilled
roles is aimed at bridging this gap, prevent-
ing any future shortages and ensuring con-
sistent, reliable services for passengers.

Of the current driver list, less than nine per
cent are women and less than 12 per cent are
represented by ethnic minorities.

Another aim of this latest move is to open
professional opportunities to a much wider
group of people.

Richard Morrow, head of drivers for West
Midlands Railway, said: “We're pleased with
the decision to allow those between the ages
of 18 and 20 to apply for driver roles.

“By unlocking these opportunities for
school leavers, young people can step
straight from education into a career or
apprenticeship, offering them a skilled, life-
long career.

“At West Midlands Railway, we are con-
tinuously recruiting for new drivers, with 26
new starters since the start of the year.

“We hope that this change will inspire a
wide range of people to join the industry,
and we look forward to welcoming them into
the fold, helping us to deliver a more diverse,
future-proofed railway.”
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West Midlands Railway has welcomed the lowering of the age for people to start
driver training from 20 to 18. Picture by Tristan Harris. Bullivant Media Group Ltd.

Bold action

Transport Secretary Heidi Alexander said:
“We're taking bold action to improve train
services and unlock thousands of jobs.

“We're future-proofing our railways against
delays and cancellations caused by a shortage
of drivers, ensuring that we can provide reli-
able, passenger focused train journeys under
Great British Railways for decades to come.”

Mick Whelan, general secretary of ASLEF,
the train drivers’ union, said it had cam-
paigned for many years to lower the age driv-
ers could start training.

“This decision — to allow people to leave
school, or college, and join the railway in
the driving grade at 18 rather than wait until
they’'re 20 — will increase diversity in the driv-
er’s cab by encouraging more BAME people,
more LGBT+ people, and more women - as
well as more young people — to drive trains on

Britain’s railways.

“Because, at the moment, young people
who want to become train drivers leave
school or college at 18, get other jobs, and
we miss out as an industry as they don’t wait
around until they turn 20 to find a career.”

Several other countries have already suc-
cessfully and safely adopted a lower age limit,
including the Netherlands, France, Germany
and Switzerland. Other nations, including
Japan, are currently considering a change
in law.

Transport for London also successfully
opened up its train driver apprenticeships
to 18-year-olds to drive trains on the under-
ground network in 2007.

Everyone who takes on a train driver role
must undergo rigorous training to ensure
they are competent, qualified and fit to do
so, ensuring the safe use of our railways for
everyone.
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Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and ittle overheads

HAVE A 10 YEAR

INSURANCE

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratford-upon-Aven, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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Come and see our

HOUSEPLANT SELECTIO

Garden Centre
Mon-Sat: 9.00am to 5.00pm
Sunday: 10.00am to 4.00pm

Restaurant
Mon-Sat: 9.30am to )()( pm
Sunday: 1 )()f)am to 3.00pm
(Hot food last orders 3.00pm)

Drinks, Cake and Ice Cream
Mon-Sat: 9. ,()nn 01350
Sunday: 10.00am to 3.:

Ambleside Solihull,
Norton Lane,
Earlswood,
Solihull B94 5LR

Call 01564 702800

We are currently updating our
website to give it a brand new
look. \ou can sign up to
become an Amble sl(k Garden
Centre Member to receive

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Did you know
that we grow almost
all our own bedding

and summer flowering
perennials ourselves?

We have our own nursery,
just a few miles from the
garden centre, so all our

) plants arrive looking fresh
and ready to grow in
your gardens!

PAGE
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13kg patio Gas

YOUR OWN

We have
vegetable plants
in stock

25

Gas Bottles s

{

N

2

Large selection of BEDDING and
HANGING BASKET PLANTS
— NOW IN STOCK—

Exclusive Discounts
Exclusive Events

Chance to win prizes
including Trips away
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Help protect
our liquid

assets

with

these ideas

AS THE hot May weather con-
tinues, Severn Trent has shared
seven water-saving tips for
households to help people save
on their water usage and bills.

Last year, Water Saving Week
received support from 4.7million
people and this year Severn Trent
is taking part by encouraging peo-
ple to become real-life water-saving
heroes by getting involved in daily
challenges.

These range from making the
most out of a laundry load to trim-
ming a minute from shower times.

With the Met Office announc-
ing the country has had the driest
March in 60 years, the sunniest
April on record, followed by more
extremely warm and dry weather in
May, there is of course less water
in rivers and reservoirs - and so
people are being encouraged to be
water-wise.

Howard Perry, Severn Trent’s net-
work operations lead, said: “There
are simple things you can do to be
mindful of the water you use, like
putting a jug of water in the fridge

S0 you're not waiting for the tap to
run cold, switching the hose for a
watering can and quickly fixing any
leaks or broken taps.

“Not only are these wins for the
environment, but they help save
money too.

“As water is a precious resource,
we're encouraging people to be
mindful of water use, especially
as the drier and warmer weather
continues.”

So, to make sure you manage
your water carefully, and for a posi-
tive bounce in your finances this
summer, follow some of the tips
below.

Turn off taps when not in use -
Running taps uses over six litres
of water every minute. Turning
them off while teeth brushing
can save over 12 litres of water.
Similarly, when washing the
dishes, fill the bowl with water,
rather than having a running tap
will help to save water.

Collect rainwater - Water butts

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

are a great way to store rain-
water in the garden for use on
plants and grass. The average
roof collects enough rainwater

to fill a water butt 450 times-a-
year, allowing people to ditch the
hose and save hundreds of litres
of water.

Fix leaks promptly - People tend
to put off getting leaks fixed,
yet even small ones can waste
significant amounts of water. So
regularly check taps, shower-
heads and toilets for leaks and
repair them as soon as possible.
For more information on leak-
detecting, visit the Severn Trent
website.

Use water-efficient fixtures -

Everyone loves a power shower
but they use a lot more water
than a normal one, so consider
installing water-saving devices
such as low-flow showerheads or
dual-flush toilets which do the
same job while using less water.

Try a shower timer - Showers are
one of the largest users of water
in a household. And while people
might love singing through their
setlist while washing the suds
out of their hair, a shower timer
might just keep people on track
to spend less time in there. Not
only will that help lower water
bills, it could also cut energy
bills too.

Run full loads - Dishwashers are

The Standard, Friday May 23, 2025

becoming much more energy and
water efficient and, if used cor-
rectly, by only using them when
it is full, can be more efficient
than washing dishes by hand.
Similarly, only using a washing
machine on a full load will mean
less cycles and less water used.

Get a water meter - Once
installed, most customers make
a conscious effort to use less
water, once they switch to a
water meter. The meters mean
people will only ever pay for
what they use, putting people in
charge of your bills.

People can visit: stwater.co.uk to
see if they are eligible to apply
and for more water-saving tips.
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LIVING SPACES "V

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

a
"95

SPRING i/ ACTION!

RENOVATE & RENEW

winbows PV

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

<0,
FRONT & BACK DOORS ¥
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

L)
“C“o “v

BUY NOW
PAY LATER

or 6 months after installation,

spread the cost at 19.9% APR

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 886750

SSTARWINDOWS.CO.UK

REPRESENTATIVE*

&9
DOORS ¥
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES
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Holwdays

JUST FOR ONE DAY

THE LIVE AID MUSICAL & LONDON
Departing Sat 20 Sep ‘25, Sat 15 Nov 25,
Sat 22 Nov ‘25, Sat 29 Nov ‘25, Sat 6 Dec ‘25

Don’t miss the stirring story of Live Aid and
how music united the world! With songs by
Diana Ross, Bob Dylan, David Bowie, The Who,
Queen, Elton John, The Police, Paul McCartney,
The Pretenders, Status Quo, Sade,

The Boomtown Rats, Ultravox and more.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

v Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

' Grand Circle ticket (evening performance)

¢ Free time in London for shopping &
sightseeing

2 Days by Coach on@ £189

Single Supplement £45

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Trustpilot

“l"‘lmu

TORQUAY

WEEKEND

Departing Fri 5 Sep ‘25

Take in a weekend of picturesque south-west
scenery in Torquay, where the gorgeous sea
views and beaches make it the perfect place to
escape for a few days of rest and relaxation. We
include excursions to the inspiring destinations
of Dawlish and Teignmouth.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ 3 nights at the Burlington Hotel, Torquay
(JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢ Entertainment every evening
¢ Excursion to Dawlish & Teignmouth
Optional excursion to Dartmouth (E11pp)

4 Days by Coach Wl@ £249

Single Supplement £75

By Coach from Kidderminster, Stourport

2025 HOLIDAYS

/1€ to enjoy!

FOLKESTONE

WEEKEND

Departing Fri 12 Sep ‘25

Enjoy a great-value break to discover Folkestone

and the stunning scenery of South East England.

With a day in Canterbury included and

the chance to visit pretty Broadstairs and

Whitstable, beloved for their sandy beaches, this

weekend is not to be missed!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ 3 nights at the Grand Burstin Hotel,
Folkestone (JG2 rating) with dinner &
breakfast

¢ Light entertainment every evening

v/ Excursion to Canterbury

Optional excursion to Broadstairs &

Whitstable (£15pp)

4 Days by Coach OVL@ E239

Single Supplement £60
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Reader Travel,

WEDIU,
BRITISH
TRAVEL

N

BEST COMPANY
FOR
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS
-— =

CALL THE MIDWIFE LOCATIONS
TOUR & LONDON

Departing Sat 6 Sep ‘25

Pedal back in time for this Call the Midwife
backstage tour at Chatham Dockyard, where
our very own midwife will lead us through
the recognisable cobbled streets where many
memorable scenes, starring Miranda Hart and
Jenny Agutter, took place.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (JG3 rating) with breakfast

v/ Admission to Chatham Dockyard & Call the
Midwife Locations Tour (with a goody bag
for each person)

v/ Free time in London for shopping &
sightseeing

2 Days by Coach OVL@ E1 79

Single Supplement £45

These packages are subject to Just Go' Holidays ter
Assocution at Bonded lvel Drganiser
peaple sharing a 20m & honcured on
alter whic MN\\\’)HH” Tuctuate. Calls
Ddtkages, ebe standard 1ates apply. (hoites of dal anport & pick up location
gy iricur a sugplement. Please see website or uAH Tor tull detaits

rofectedt by Bandedd (each Halidays & the
L Prces e per 20rson, hased on I

ABTOT A%
&

For more information, or to k

03332 342 514 o0 osc

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

PBook Toduy &z

H justgohols
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
&

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY
1 3 7
34 2 7 8

(0]
©
N
w

HARD

ACROSS DOWN
1. Fivefold (9) 2. Employ (3)
8. Single (3) 3. Track (5)
9. Announcement (11) 4. Laud (6)
11. Mats (7) 5. Letter (7)
12. Of those (5) 6. Suitableness (11)
13. Vindicate (6) 7. Submission (9)
15. Injury (6) 10. Focus (11)
17. Lucifer (5) 11. Convey (9)
18. Want (7) 14. Universal (7)
20. Order (11) 16. Lodestone (6)
22. Decay (3) 19. Guide (5)
23. To the letter (9) 21. Nothing (3)

Y

Sd\bb\ep

6|7 8

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Nicolas Cage films

’I]LDTOYGHREICETH
TUHNEOUOPNTANSE
COAPPRESPREKEKR
ANOMAVDTASRYECO

IRCPIRIRRCEEORD
NSSSIEESOHTSLFO
OENRKSHTAEFANWA
WDIAGAZONMAMDAR
KCSINRIIWILYAIO
MITCTAMCEHODPTN
ENSHTMNKETLNTAC
EPSUOAAMRNIAMTII
GGYEGRRCOREISYO
REATIWINTPLLEGF
SKLDNDEIAACSLNA

Solutions opposite

LADDER

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with
a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

47218 gives a French river;
68518 gives a second French river;
51936 gives a Pakistani river.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

FELT
Waistband
Corrupt
Outdoor shelter
Hue
Cans
TIPS

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

How you rate
10 words: average 19 words: very good
14 words: good 23 or more: excellent.

CODEWORD

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.

i § 38 3 &
N SN
1 23 |10 10 19 |2
R

21 23

ol
i HaEE
Hd 3 s
N
i da |

N<XS<CHYyTIOTOZErX-—>IOTMmMUNA®>
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS
i

ACROSS YL GZ 'Ysd|4 €7
. A . ‘unsny 17 3Puim 07 ‘weljlim 61 ‘diy /1 ‘sapesey) 91 fesiny | ‘ueA 7| ‘sweay ||

1 Branch of biology dealing with heredity and 'UofUBY g 'SuY G ‘eIdOILA3  IOPUO £ 'BYIEL Z “UDBYD | INMOQ “LOMLDU] §7
variation (8) ‘Rayi £z 1933 9 ‘UBYIBN T ‘|[eqyNd 7T ‘BUBISIM 0T ‘MOJ[R\l 8] ‘dUBNN G|,
‘unndsey ¢ | ‘Aoxesioy 01 ‘Ayswiy 6 ‘puein g ‘ezueis / 'aauan | :SSOYIY

7 Group of lines forming a division of a poem (6)
piomssou) abpajmou) [esauan

8&6Down  Gorge through which flows the

Colorado river in Arizona (5,6) IIN 1Z 119935 61 “19ubey 91 ‘[esauan |
‘Hodsuey] || 21UIDUO) (| ‘IUBIAAQ £ ‘BIUBIUBAUOY 9 ‘a[1sid] G ‘asield ¢

‘|teag € ‘asn z :umoq "Ajjessn €7 10y 7z Huawabueny 0z ‘2duasqy g| ‘ueles /|
‘uo1sa7 G| ‘abuany €1 ‘ray | ‘sajbuey || ‘uonesepaq 6 ‘auQ g ‘ajdnjuing | :ssony

piomsso.t)

9 & 10Across  Composer of the symphonic suite
Sheherazade (6-8)
10  See 9 Across
13 Monk who acquired great influence over the

household of Nicholas Il (8) ‘siay|eIpuin ‘patiieiy 109 ans ABbag ‘Uain Q3HSIYNON

WPUSYIIR ‘UB JBYPIM YL ‘Utjopuely s,1jj210) ueide) ‘spbuy

15 Delicate difference of feeling or opinion (6) 10 A1) ‘uoneldepy iem Jo pioT ‘uely Ajuwied ayy ‘sakg ayeus J3UIN
18  Plant with hairy leaves and 5-petalled, pinkish- Yooy ay] ‘aanuaiddy s, 13192105 3y ‘euozuy buisiey ‘uapmous
mauve flowers (6) Iy uo) ‘ssty s,a11dwe 4apry 1soyn ‘no 03 uaddey pjnod 3y ALNIINID
20 Genus of ornamental climbing plants (8) iapulyied [3ympiom
22 Kind of fungus with a round spore case (8) L m9T0sSTNRT
2 Heb st i tie tief David sid N=€7 'v=2¢ '0=17 '\=0Z 'I=61 'M=81 'g=L1
ebrew prophet in the time of David an 7291 'A=S | T=p1 4=€1 ¥=Z| =11 'N=01 sy
Solomon (6) 'S=6 'H=8 3=L 1=9 'X=G 'D=t ‘0=¢€ 4= '1=| 'sull 1l ‘ua) ‘uag 1jag ‘e
26 Kind of anaesthetic (5) piomapo) 19ppe]
27 River of the Republic of Ireland (6)
28 A looper caterpillar (8) b|8|S|c|€|L]9|V|6 L|8|6lc v €)L|S|9
c|9|L]|6|V|8]}L|S|€E c|¥|L]|8|S9|9]}1|€|6
DOWN €16/v]|9|S|H]|Z|8]C 9|G|€|6[H|L]|c|8|F
1 Small cucumber used for pickling (7) 11 Large quantities of written work (5) 19 &25Down  Theodore Roosevelt's v| 1 6]S/L|€fc|9|8 6|9/8|v|2|S|€E|L]|C
i i S|2|€|8[H]|9]6|L|F Slg|¥|L|€|6]9]|L|8
2 Henry Williamson'’s otter (5) :
oo At 12 See 17 Down successor as US president (7,4) slzlalvielzlslelt clzlolzlelvi6ls
9 14 City of Oklahoma, US (5) 20 See 17 Down 6lslzclelo|v|8|L|L vleleg|ls|8|L]|6|9]|L
4 Landlocked country in the Horn of
Africa (8 16 Acted riddles (8) 21 The capital of Texas (6) 9/€|H|L]|8|6|V|2|S 8|1|9]|L|6|c|S|V|€
o 17,12&20D Hero of a story b 23 Pul bst: f fruit (5) cr8lreslees Lo slE9rlBel
; , own  Hero of a story by ulpy substance of frui
5 Hymenopterous insects (4) pieH KSE]
6 See 8 Across Washington Irving (3,3,6) 25 See 19 Down mjopns

a ithfu I | ‘-So much more than
self storage
Ala rms Wellesbourne, Shipstonv-on—Stour. Mickleton & Long Marston

(ssaiB A i o ! E T3 ) —
Est 1995 e 3 }

ARM AND FIRE PROTECTION EXPERTS
COVERING THE WEST MIDLANDS

iy

X R Y —rpy

bl

We can help you move house, build an extension or
start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200 l '

hello@beyondstorage.co.uk

Intruder Alarms | CCTV | Secdrity Lighting | Fire Alarms Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Access Control | Automatic Gates | Maintenance & Repairs [ERCUCCRELLES TS EZA L L) eyo n

'

Get in touch for a FREE security survey

01905 616784

“ssa Storage
W g I

faithfulalarms@gmail.com | www.faithfulalarms.co.uk
Faithful Alarms LLP, Unit 3C Shrub Hill Industrial Estate, Shrub Hill Road, Worcester WR4 9EL
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Telephone: 01562 541500

SALES & WA

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

BEDS NEWDoubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59Can
deliver 07703 925662

RECLINER
CHAIRelectric
rise & recline £169
Manual recline chair
£60 High seated
chair £40Can deliver
07703 925662

FENCE posts, mixed
sizing £3 / each. Tel:
07541576100

TRIPOD, 3 different
levels £5 or
nearest offer. Tel:
07541576100

SUPER saver Tyre and
wheel, brand new,
fits all SUV’s, £15
or near offer. Tel:
07541576100

TWO Fishing rods
& 1 fly fishing reel
quality make £15
07933245121

MISCELLANEOUS
—

FISHING Rods x 2,
Fishing reel x 1.
Quality make. £15.
Motorcycle Carrier,
fits to  Standard
tow-bar.£100.  Tel:
07933 245121

COFFEE machine,
Nescafe dolce gusto,
with coffee pods £25.
Tel: 07743929558

PING Karsten 1970’s
1, 3, 5 woods VGC
Offers 07751 972736

SUN lounger VGC £25
07761593447

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

GOLF trolley Electric
with charger
Excellent condition
Includes bag £45 ono
07751 972736

BOYS mountain bike
good all  round
condition £15 ono
07541576100

DOG Cage folds
down new £10 ono
07541576100

MOTORCYCLE
carrier fits to car
towbar £100 ono
07933245121

WANTED
—

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

(
Dragonfly
GARDENING
Specialists in plant care and pruning
* Grass Cutting
* Hedge Trimming
* Regular Maintenance
Your local expert plantsman
33 Years Experience in Horticulture
with a local major Garden Centre
Registered Waste Carrier
CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797
01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk/jobs

ROOFING
—_—

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
No job too big or
10% nrr Fully guaranteed
and insured
REPAIRS .
available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
N Office: 01299888 3N
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk

WEATHER WGUARD
too small
ALL ROOFING
Written quotes
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
&% Mobile: 07467159012
weatherguardservices.co.uk

TREE SURGEONS
—

Tree & Landscape Specialists is a trusted, professional company with
a great reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

Contact us today FR 0800 747 1704 »
treeandlandscapespecialists@gmail.com
www.ireeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

Anuson Gogle

01527906577

Appointments

Telephone: 01562 541500

MULTI MEDIA ADVERTISING SALES ACCOUNT MANAGERS

Observer Standard 09

NEWSPAPERS | MAGAZINES | DIGITAL @ ©

We are looking to expand our Sales team across Warwickshire, Worcestershire and the
West Midlands.

The ideal candidate will have a proven track record of success in Sales Account
Management; and a strong understanding of the local media landscape - print and digital
would be useful, but its not essential.

In this role, the successful candidates will be responsible for:
» Developing and maintaining current relationships with existing clients
« |dentifying and making contact with new clients
« |dentifying and closing new business opportunities

Skills required:
» A professional and friendly manner
* Excellent communication skills with ability to communicate on all levels

» Experience of sourcing and generating sales leads, over the telephone and face
to face

 Ability to work independently and as part of a team
* Attention to detail

In return we offer a basic salary and on target earning in excess of £40k per annum,
as well as a car allowance for Field Sales Account Managers

If you are interested in learning more about this really interesting role, please send
your cv to: pat.bullivant@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivant Media Group publishes local Newspapers, Magazines and Websites across Warwickshire,
Worcestershire and the West Midlands.
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Nissan Micra

THE all-new, sixth-genera-
tion Nissan Micra will return
to the B-segment in 2025 as a
fully-connected, pure EV.

Its arrival signals the next major
step in Nissan’s bold product offen-
sive in Europe, where the company
will introduce four new fully elec-
tric models by 2027 as part of its
push towards electrification. These
include the all-new Micra, followed
by the Nissan Leaf, Nissan Juke,
and a A-Segment model, as well as
the upgraded third generation of
Nissan’s unique e-Power technol-
ogy to be rolled out on the best-
selling Nissan Qashqai.

Designed at Nissan’s Design
Europe (NDE) in London, the new
Micra boasts arefreshed and distinc-

tive new exterior look — combining
a premium exterior finish and a ton
of attitude with an SUV-like design,
simple and uncluttered surfaces,
and subtle details throughout.

Giovanny Arroba, Vice President
of Nissan Design Europe, said: “In
designing the sixth generation of
the Micra, we've celebrated all the
values that have historically made
it so popular — and opened a new
chapter for Micra as an EV.

“The exterior has an audacious
and playful appearance on first look
but has a stance which gives it a
solid presence on the road. We've
also been able to integrate delight-
ful details into the design, which
owners will love. We're proud to
have been able to bring the Micra
into the EV age.”

e

Inside the car, new Micra’s interi-
or recaptures a theme that has been
at the heart of the model across
all previous generations — simple,
understated elegance. Building on
that legacy, this latest generation
also hints to its Japanese heritage
through subtle hidden design fea-
tures — including a moulded outline
of Japan’s most famous landmark,
Mount Fuji, incorporated into the
storage space between the front
seats.

At under four metres in length
and less than 1.8 metres wide, the
new Micra punches well above its
weight, and is perfectly suited for
the tight turns and busy roads of
urban life. A wheelbase of 2.54
metres pushes the wheels to the cor-
ners, which has the triple benefits

set to return

of guaranteeing improved interior
space, while providing a dynamic
stance on the road and an optimum
blend of agility and stability.

Available for the first time as
a fully electric model, new Micra
offers worry-free EV driving that’s
perfect for daily life. Available in
two battery options — 40kWh and
52kWh - the model offers signifi-
cant power and range for an urban
car.

Complementing the smooth and
hassle-free feel of an electric drive,
the new Micra has been metic-
ulously engineered to provide a
performance that goes above and
beyond previous generations and
will delight new and existing driv-
ers alike.
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Harriers return for Murray as
new boss targets success

Experienced pair to stay at

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: ADAM Murray
wants to take Kidderminster
Harriers to the next level fol-
lowing his appointment as the
club’s new manager.

Murray has replaced Phil
Brown in the Aggborough dugout
following a successful spell in
charge of National League South
side Eastbourne Borough.

Eastbourne missed out on the
title by a single point before
losing the play-off semi-finals -
not dissimilar to Harriers in the
National League North.

Murray arrived at Borough in
the 2023/24 campaign with the
club six points from safety in the
relegation zone.

And Murray, who won the
National League North title with
AFC Fylde in 2022/23, is target-
ing success with Harriers next
season.

Murray said: “It’s great to be
here, I'm really happy to be at
a wonderful football club, it’s a
place that has always held a place
in my heart.

“To come back here as man-
ager is a dream come true, it’s
been a whirlwind.

“I've got a lot of positive ener-
gy, it’s a league I know well and
a league I've been successful in
and one that I aim to be success-
ful in again.

“This has always been a
big football club, that’s never
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changed, it’s always been a club
with ambition and unbelievable
passion from the terraces.

“It’s something I've always
wanted to be part of and play a
part in, I'm over the moon to be
here.

“I aim to give it everything I've
got and take the club to the next
level and push again.”

Murray made 22 appearances
for Kidderminster as a player,
scoring three goals, in a career
which spanned more than 500
games in the Premier League,
Football League and non-league.

And Birmingham-born Murray
has been itching to return to
Aggborough ever since his first
spell with the club as a player in
the early stages of his career in
the sport.

Murray added: “It was a short
period and if I'm being totally
honest, as a young man and a

young footballer, I was probably
a car crash as a person back
then.

“I've most definitely evolved as
a human being.

“From a football point of view I
loved it here, I got a sense of what
the football club was about.

“It’s always been a role I've
looked at and felt I want an
opportunity there and fortunately
the chairman has given me that
opportunity.

“I'm hoping I can bring back
the feeling I had here as a player
which I really loved.

“To be back in front of these
supporters again is going to be
something really special for me.”

New Harriers boss Adam
Murray won the National
League North with AFC Fylde.
Picture courtesy of Official
Harriers/YouTube.

Aggborough

KIDDERMINSTER Harriers pair Ashley
Hemmings and Amari Morgan-Smith
have signed new deals to remain with
the club next season.

The duo scored 51 goals between
them last term while 34-year-old
Hemmings ended the campaign as the
National League North’s top scorer
with 30 goals.

And 36-year-old Morgan-Smith net-
ted 18 times last campaign.

Recently-appointed Harriers boss
Adam Murray believes both players
will prove ‘priceless’ as the club target
promotion next season.

Murray said: “I've worked with
Hemmo at two clubs before, so I know
very well what quality he brings.

“You can see he has become a serial
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next season

winner and obviously knows what it
takes to get success now, so I am over
the moon he is playing with us.

“I actually played with Morgs for a
bit at Luton, a really short crossover
but, again, he’s an unbelievable profes-
sional with an unbelievable mentality.

“He brings so much to the team on
the pitch but off the pitch as well, he’s
a leader.

“These kinds of people are priceless,
and to have people staying with us but
not only know what the football club is
about but understand what this league
is about and what it takes to get out of
it — you can’t put a price on it.

“I am over the moon to have them
both with us and hopefully they’ll be a
massive part of what we're doing.”
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