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WYRE Forest u3a group is
celebrating after being short-
listed in the Community
Rail Partnership Awards in
recognition of its work at
Kidderminster Station.

It started when group member
Sue suggested adopting the station
so it could bring about improve-
ments to reflect the town’s history
and community spirit.

A dedicated ‘Kidderminster
Station Adoption’ group was
formed within Wyre Forest u3a
to coordinate the efforts of volun-
teers.

Since the adoption in 2022, the
team has accomplished a variety of
improvements, including building a
‘bug hotel’ to support local wildlife,
planting a herb garden for commut-
ers to enjoy, transforming a once-
neglected bank into a well-tended
woodland area and repurposing an
old boat into a planter with signage
referencing Kidderminster’s twin
town, Husum.

Other projects have included a
display honouring Kidderminster’s
carpet-making heritage and plaques
around the station that highlight

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

significant historical sites. A new
noticeboard also keeps the public
updated on Wyre Forest u3a activi-
ties.

The project has enabled members
to apply their personal and profes-
sional skills in creative ways.

Sue drew on her background as
a project manager, while former
engineers John and Gilbert con-
tributed their expertise to refur-
bish the boat planter.

Mike used his computer-aided
design experience to develop visu-
als for installations, which helped
communicate ideas with train
operators and suppliers.

The u3a gardening group revital-
ised the green spaces, and another
member named Sue, who leads
the Industrial History group, part-
nered with the Museum of Carpet
to secure display boards.

Tony, a photography enthusi-
ast, documented the progress and
shared the images on the Wyre
Forest u3a website and station
displays.

Members of the Wyre Forest u3a with the boat planter - one of many improvements the group has brought to
Kidderminster Station. s

Sue said: “We were amazed and
exceedingly proud to see that we
had been shortlisted and especially
placed in the GOLD category of
‘Its Your Station’.

“It certainly made all of our
efforts worthwhile that we had
been recognised after a very long
road to get our projects under
way.”

The transformation has not gone
unnoticed by commuters and visi-
tors.

Sue added: “When we work on
the gardens, many people come
and talk to us and ask who we

are and why we are doing it. We
get many ‘thanks’ from passers-by
who appreciate what we are doing
for the community.

“One commuter also sent us an
email thanking us for making her
regular trips to the station more
pleasant.

“People are learning all about
Kidderminster and its rich heri-
tage.”

This year marked the 20th anni-
versary of the Community Rail
Partnership Awards, which cele-
brate the volunteers, groups, and
partnerships making a difference

in their communities and at UK rail
stations.

Wyre Forest u3a earned a place
on the shortlist in the ‘It’s Your
Station’ category and was awarded
a Certificate of Excellence.

Sue added u3a members had a
wealth of experience, knowledge
and skills and set about bringing
them to create cheer and inter-
est to Kidderminser Station which
would be visited by so many people
for many years to come.

Visit wyreforestu3a.org.uk/ for
more on the group and how to
Jjoin.
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News in brief

POLICE carried out speed checks on roads in
Stourport and Kidderminster over the weekend
and clocked 71 motorists going above the limit.

Officers were out with their speed guns on
Minster Road, north of Stourport, and on the A448
Bromsgrove Road in Kidderminster.

The police were responding to road safety con-
cerns, in particular speeding, raised by residents
in those local communities.

West Mercia Police said: “Speeding can have
a devastating impact on the safety of road users,
increasing the risk of a collision and the severity
of the consequences.

“If prosecuted for speeding, the minimum pen-
alty is a £100 fine and three penalty points.

“Enforcing the speed limit is a 24/7 activity for
us so don't risk it.”

CASH and jewellery were stolen during a bur-
glary overnight between last Thursday and Friday
(April 3 and 4).

Thieves struck at the property on Church
Avenue, ransacking the place before they
escaped with their haul.

People living in the area are urged to check
CCTV or Ring doorbell footage to see if they have
captured anything of interest.

AN EASTER gathering to raise funds for a
Kidderminster craft and wellbeing community
group will take place on Wednesday, April 16.

The event, from 11.30am to 2.30pm in the
Cinema Room at Berrington Court, will feature
tea, homemade cake, a craft table, floral arrange-
ments and more.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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New Kidd on the block

WELCOME to your new print
edition of the Kidderminster
Standard, also covering Stourport
and Bewdley.

‘We will be bringing you news, sports,
events, features and more in our editions
which will be available from every Friday,
along with daily updates at: kiddermin-
stertandard.co.uk - the Kidderminster
Standard website.

‘We want to hear from schools, church-
es, community groups, sports clubs, chari-
ties and individuals with a story to tell or
an event to publicise.

Our news and sport team are waiting to
hear from you regarding stories we can
cover.

We also provide advertising oppor-
tunities for businesses, events, family
announcements, public notices and more
- both in the print edition and on our
website.

The print edition is also available to
view in its digital form at: kidderminster-
standard.co.uk/edition every Friday so you
can read it on your mobile phone, tablet
or laptop.

Bullivant Media Group, which is bringing
you the Kidderminster Standard, already
has a solid track record on delivering local
newspapers and websites with successful
titles across Worcestershire (including
the Bromsgrove and Redditch Standards),
‘Warwickshire and the West Midlands.

Our qualified and talented journalists
will bring you news, sport and events
every week and we pride ourselves on
bringing you all the local stories for your
area.

‘We want to hear from organisations,
including schools, churches, charities,
clubs, societies and more.

For businesses, the Kidderminster

Standard will offer very competitive rates
for advertising in print and online, and will
be offering an excellent service locally.
The Kidderminster Standard will be
part of the established Observer Standard
Group of 18 local newspaper titles and 12
local websites that span Worcestershire,
‘Warwickshire and the West Midlands.

Get in touch

If you have news to tell, email me, editor
Tristan Harris, at: editor@kidderminster-
standard.co.uk or call 01562 541506.

For sales, email Duncan Shaw at: dun-
can.shaw@bullivantmedia.com or call
01562 541500.

We also want to hear from you about
what you think of the Kidderminster
Standard and what you would like to see
in the paper and on the website - please
feel free to get in touch.

‘We look forward to hearing from you and
being part of the thriving Kidderminster,
Stourport and Bewdley communities.

Tristan Harris
Editor
Kidderminster Standard

Kidderminster Standard editor
Tristan Harris wants to hear from
you about what you think of the
paper and website and your stories
and events. s
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JELLEYMAN’S Heritage Arts Charity
in Kidderminster is hosting its Spring
Spectacular from 11am to 4pm tomorrow
(Saturday, April 12).

Jelleyfest at Jelley Mill aims to support the
charity’s ongoing efforts to raise vital funds
for enriching art classes, workshops, and
community projects, as well as the preserva-
tion and restoration of the beautiful Victorian
industrial mill.

The event promises a vibrant and engaging
experience for all ages, featuring a diverse
array of attractions.

The highlight of the day will be a live music
performance, courtesy of the Rub-A-Dub
Pub Club, which will be providing an fantas-
tic soundtrack to the festivities.

Attendees can also explore more than 50
indoor craft stalls, participate in a dedicated
children’s craft area and enjoy the grand
opening of the new community cafe.

Visitors will also have the opportunity to
view plans for the mill’'s new garden project,
witness open craft workshops at the ‘Craft

All proceeds will go to help maintain the historic
Jelleymans Mill. s

Plenty for visitors to see and do at
town’s Spring Spectacular festival

Jelley’, eat some delicious hot food from
various stalls or visit the two fully stocked
bars available.

Those attending will be directly contributing
to the preservation of an historical landmark
that represents a key part of Kidderminster’s
industrial, carpet manufacturing heritage.

Samuel Davis, CEO of Jelleyman’s Heritage
Arts Charity, said: “We are incredibly excited
to welcome the community to Jelleyman’s
Heritage Arts Charity.

“This fundraiser is crucial for us to con-
tinue our work in providing accessible arts
opportunity and to preserve and restore this
important part of Kidderminster's industrial
heritage.

“We encourage everyone to join us for a
day of fun, creativity and community spirit.”

Entry is free, with a ‘pay what you can’
approach encouraged - all proceeds going
to the charity.

Visit Jelleyman’s Mill, Puxton Lane,
Kidderminster, on April 12 and go to: jhac.
co.uk for more details.

For all the latest information on Planning
Proposals, Traffic Notices, Goods Vehicle

Operator Licences, Licences To Sell Alcohol and
Probate Notices check out our Classified Section
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Heat 1s on Steven to complete
massive Sahara fundraiser

Man loses

17 stone

for Acorns challenge
inspired by niece

A KIDDERMINSTER
man is set to trek
across the world’s

hottest desert to
raise funds for
Acorn’s Children’s
Hospice.

Steven Duffield, who
moved to the town three
years ago, has shed
more than 17st in less
than a year ahead of what
promises to be a gruel-
ling 1,880-mile trek for
his chosen cause. He has
set himself a fundraising
target of £4,000 which he
hopes to surpass.

The inspiration behind
his epic journey is his
beloved 11-year-old niece,
Meggie, who relies on the
critical support of Acorns
for the Three Counties for
rehabilitative respite care
and family services.

Complex

She has a highly com-
plex, rare and life lim-
iting chromosome disor-
der known as Trisomy 9
mosaic syndrome. She
requires permanent care,
is non-verbal, unable to
take solid food, has a com-
promised immune system
and was born with sev-
eral of her major organs
twisted, fused and in the
wrong place.

Steven, who was almost
30st in weight, made the
decision to change his life
two years ago and com-
mitted to improving his
health.

He said: “When I start-
ed walking, it was just six
miles in the first month
— and that was more than
enough for me at the
time.

“But I stuck at it, walk-
ing more and more and
I'm now up to 25 miles

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris
@bullivantmedia.com

a day. As the weight fell
off, my mental health
improved drastically too.
I slowly began to feel like
myself again.

“My dad, who we lost to
dementia five years ago,
was always fond of walk-
ing so walking makes me
feel close to him too in
many ways, and to appre-
ciate life.”

Steven is channeling his
passion for walking and
the great outdoors to give
back.

Following a trip to
Tunisia, where he first
experienced the beauty of
the Sahara Desert, Steven
eagerly embraced the idea
of trekking the Sahara.

Steven said: “A friend of
mine thought I was actu-
ally walking all the way
from Kidderminster to the
Sahara.

“We had a good laugh
when I explained the mix-
up, but the idea stuck with
me - I couldn’t shake how
incredible that challenge
would be.

“Now, here I am. Whilst
I'm not physically walk-
ing to the Sahara, I'm
covering the exact same
distance, and hoping to
raise even more money
for Acorns because of it.”

In a full circle moment
for Steven, he’s cover-
ing this distance of 1,880
miles along the same local
canals, nature reserves
and trails where he first
embarked on his remark-
able weight loss journey,
transforming both his
physical health and men-
tal wellbeing.

Steven added: “Acorns
has been a lifeline for my

Call us on: 01

www.blusrawa

Blu’s Raw & Natural
Pet Supplies

Local delivery twice
a week

99p
562 820007

ndnatural.co.uk

sister and her family. It’s about more
than just Meggie - they care for the
whole family, including her twin
brother, through sibling groups and
family fun days.”

He added when Meggie stays over-
night she gets to enjoy herself and
her mum and dad can get much-
needed rest knowing she is in expert
hands.

Since February, Steven has been
walking up six hours every day,
carrying a 30lb backpack, aiming
to cover all 1,880 miles before the
Sahara trek in October - that equates
to more than 72 marathons and over
4.2 million steps.

Raising awreness

Steven is also explaining his chal-
lenge and raising awareness of the
hospice’s work through his very
own business cards, complete with
a QR code linking to his fundraising
page.

And he is reaching out to local
businesses and planning a summer
music festival to boost his funds.

He added: “I'm doing everything
I can because I understand firsthand
what families like mine go through.

“Living with Meggie, I see every
day how poorly she is and the reality
of having a child with a life-limiting
condition.

“I've watched her go in and out of
hospital, never knowing one day to
the next if she would make it.”

He added: “Whenever I'm out
walking and my feet start to ache or
the rain’s pouring down, I just think
about Meggie and other children at
Acorns.

“It’s a powerful reminder that any
discomfort I feel is nothing com-
pared to what they go through.”

Visit justgiving.com/page/saha-
rayomp4acorns to support Steven
and donate to his cause and go to:
acorns.org.uk for more on Acorns
Children’s Hospice and the support
it offers.

M eve[ Duffield
T y met up with
Kidder Mayor
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OPEN MORNING
Monday, 5th May
9.30am - 12.00pm

Pupils aged 2 to 13 are inspired to achieve their
best. Winterfold’s exciting curriculum, dynamic
staff and stat%of-the—art facilities encourage

WINTERFOLD WAY
Call 01562 777234 or email admissions@winterfoldhouse.co.uk to arrange your visit
www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk
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LEFT: The 17th Wyre Forest Scouts’ Stourport (Mid Severn) Sea Scouts’ groups under-
took four nights’ worth of litter-picking. ABOVE: The 3rd Kidderminster Rainbows cleared
the whole of Habberley Playing Fields.RIGHT: The 18th Wyre Forest Scouts Arley Kings
beavers collected four bags of litter and spring-cleaned their field. s

The Standard, Friday April 11, 2025

Groups making a tidy difference

SCOUT and guide groups from
across Wyre Forest have been
out and about tidying their local
areas as part of the Great British
Spring Clean.

The annual event is organised by
Keep Britain Tidy and encourages
people and groups to spruce up
where they live as the nights get
lighter and so it is looking prestine
for when summer arrives.

Sea Scouts

The 17th Wyre Forest Scouts’
Stourport (Mid Severn) Sea Scouts’
groups, including Squirrels,
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts sections
spent their four section nights
clearing the litter from the streets

for their local community. In total,
they collected 15 bags of litter.

Karen Blanchfield, who is a Keep
Britain Tidy ambassador, a Wyre
Forest Scout Leader and founder
of the Droitwich-based Little Litter
Warriors, joined them for two of
the nights.

She congratulated all involved
and said: “The enthusiasm and
determination to collect every piece
of litter they could find was inspir-
ing.”

Beavers

The 18th Wyre Forest Scouts
Arley Kings beaver section picked
litter from their the field and com-
munity areas around their scout
hut. They collected four bags full of

litter, ensuring they had completely
spring cleaned their field.

Karen said: “A huge thank you to
all involved and well done guys -
amazing effort.”

Rainbows

The 3rd Kidderminster Rainbows
loved their litter pick, joining in the
Keep Britain Tidy campaign.

The girls split into three groups
and managed to cover the whole of
Habberley Playing Fields, giving it
a well-deserved spring clean.

Karen said: “They even raced
each other to pick up the litter and
collect it first.

“At first it looked very tidy, it
looked like it had been recently
picked - but once they started litter

hunting, the girls started to see all
the litter.

“Huge shout of thanks to the 3rd
Kidderminster Rainbows - thank
you all.”

They collected two full bags in
total.

And eight bags of litter were col-
lected by the Cubs from the Areley
Kings Scout Group.

“Karen said: “Massive thank you
to all the cubs for such fantastic
litter picking.

“Well done - your bag count
will be added to Keep Britain Tidy
#gbspringclean count.

“Huge thank you also to Vel,
Hayley and Becky from Food Share
Wyre Forest and Community Cafe
for giving our cubs a hot chocolate
and treats as a thank you for litter

picking their community areas.”
Litter Warriors link-up

The equipment was made avail-
able by the Little Litter Warriors,
sponsored by Wyre Forest District
Council which provided it.

Karen added: “We offer up the
equipment and the Scout and Guide
groups book it for a time and then
organise their own litter-picks.

“It is a real community effort and
great to see so many people come
together to tidy their local areas.”

Visit the Little Litter Warriors
Facebook page for more informa-
tion.

Visit this story at kidderminster-
standard.co.uk for more pictures of
the litter picks.
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SVR hope to
start bridge
repairs soon

THE SEVERN Valley Railway
can now move ahead with
repairs after the landslip
at Mor Brook bridge in late
January.

The heritage line’s insurers have
decided to settle its claim in respect
of the incident.

The insurers have agreed to pay
for the full reinstatement of the
bridge’s wing wall and stone arch as
well as the embankment itself. The
railway says the final costs will be
significantly more than £500,000.

The SVR’s managing director,
Jonathan ‘Gus’ Dunster said he was
delighted by the insurers’ decision
which meant they could now get on
with the repairs.

“Nevertheless, the SVR is still
going to be responsible for funding
a substantial excess as part of the
settlement.

“We are still in negotiation
with the insurers about the exact

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

amount, but thanks to the generous
donations supporters have made
to the SVR Resilience Fund and
the SVR Charitable Trust since the
landslip, we are confident we will
be able to cover this.

“What's important here is that our
insurance company’s acceptance of
the claim means we will not have
to launch a full-scale appeal for the
landslip repairs, which would have
meant further delays before we
could put things right.”

SVR has appointed civil engi-
neering contractors CML to carry
out all the works required at Mor
Brook to reinstate the line. The rail-
way’s infrastructure management
and permanent way teams will work
with CML to provide logistical sup-
port and carry out track work.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

SVR head of infrastructure Chris
Bond said CML must carry out
essential and detailed civil engi-
neering design work and in the
next three to four weeks, the SVR’s
permanent way team would remove
track in preparation for works to
commence.

“Subject to statutory approvals
from the Environment Agency and
National Grid, we hope to start the
main contract works within six to
eight weeks,” he added.

“Timescales are still subject to the
production of a final programme

of works, and we will provide an
update on this in due course.”

Mr Bond added it was currently
impossible to pin down a finish date
as there were many variables.

But he said it was unlikely to be
completed before the middle of the
summer and could be even later.

Mr Dunster paid tribute to both
Antony Bartlam, the consultant civil
and structural engineer and SVR
volunteer, and Mr Bond for the
dedication and hard work they had
already put in to get the scheme to
this important stage.

The I,andsllhhappened in lte 1
January at Mor Brook bridge.
Picture by Matt Fielding. s

And he thanked everyone who
had donated, including the Bahamas
Locomotive Society which was
donating a day’s steaming fee when
the loco 45596 comes to the Spring
Steam Gala later this month.

“We are humbled at the level of
support that we've received,” said
Mr Dunster.

Visit the website at svr.co.uk for
more on the SVR’s upcoming enthu-
siast events - the Spring Steam Gala
between April 18 and 21 and the
Spring Diesel Festival from May
15 to 18.
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Nightstop campaign needs your support

A SOUTH Worcestershire charity
working towards ending youth
homelessness is calling on other
businesses to support its latest
campaign.

Wyre Forest and South
Worcestershire Nightstop and
Mediation Service is launching
its 20/20 Campaign to celebrate
its 20th anniversary.

The project, supported by
Specsavers Manufacturing and
Distribution, is focused on their
shared vision of ending youth
homelessness. The charity is
inviting 20 other local busi-
nesses to step forward right now,
pledge their support and be part
of creating lasting change by
each committing to raise at least
£1,000 to help fund Nightstop’s
vital services for young people
facing homelessness.

Wyre Forest and South
Worcestershire Nightstop and
Mediation Service provides criti-
cal support to local young peo-
ple in crisis (aged 16 to 35) by
offering safe, emergency accom-
modation.

The charity’s preventative work
also includes mediation services
for young people (aged 11 to 25)
and their families to resolve con-

flicts, prevent family breakdown
and avoid future homelessness.

It also delivers educational
programmes in schools to raise
awareness and improve commu-
nication skills.

Nightstop’s 20/20 campaign
seeks to raise awareness of
increasing youth homelessness
and raise vital funds to support
vulnerable local young peo-
ple, ensuring they have a safe
place to stay and a pathway to a
brighter future.

Coralie Hudson, fundraising
manager at Nightstop, said: “We
are delighted to have the support
of Specsavers to help us shine a
light on youth homelessness in
our community.”

The 20/20 campaign will fea-
ture fundraising events, com-
munity engagement schemes and
a December awards ceremony,
all designed to drive meaningful
change locally.

Rachel Baldwin, operations
manager at Specsavers manufac-
turing and distribution, said: “We
believe in making a real differ-
ence in people’s lives, especially
in our own local community.

“Partnering for the 20/20
Campaign aligns with our com-

mitment to social
impact, ensuring young
people have the sup-
port they need to build
a stable and successful
future.”

Visit the website at

wyreforestnightstop.
org.uk/2020challenge
or contact Coralie
via email CHudson@
winightstop.org or
phone 01562 743111
for more information.
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A FORMER

Heed a metyage without the sales pileh?

Buying a home or remortgaging should feel exciting — not
overwhelming.

That’s where I come in. As a local, approachable mortgage
advisor, I take the stress out of the process, offering honest

advice, clear explanations, and zero pressure.

Whether you're a first-time buyer, moving home, or
looking to remortgage, I'll help you find the right deal
ithoutsthe jargon or hard sell — just friendly, expert
wdavice,lo make your life easief:

¢ Based in Kidderminster, helping
clients locally & nationally
07986641318

Lisa.neath@sailmortgages.co.uk

—

@ www.sailmortgages.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up with vour mortgage repavments

/hitt(es

Part of the JOHNSONS family
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Miss
Kidderminster and owner
of a pamper party salon
has written a series of
children’s books, inspired
by her two dogs.

Jeanne Frith, who runs Pink
Lemonade and also works
at The Confidence Clinic in
Hartlebury, first had an ambi-
tion to write a children’s book
when she was 13 years old.

She started it but never fin-
ished it and then one day,
while she was out walking her
two dogs, the idea for the
book she had always wanted
to write came to her, with her
Yorkshire terrier Pepi and sau-
sage dog Harley, as the main
characters.

Whilst ~ walking around
Springfield Park, she came up
with a short story and wrote
it.

Jeanne said: “When I got
home I said to my children, I'd
written a book and when I read
it to them, they didn’t believe I
had written it.

“The next day on my dog
walk I wrote another one.

“The same thing happened
and eventually I had written 10

-

short rhyming stories.

“For the next few months,
every time I saw my son
Carter, he was asking me what
I was going to do with my
books, asking if I had found an
illustrator and ‘would I get my
books published?’.”

Jeanne, who won Miss
Kidderminster in 1986, has
lived in the town for 50 years
and has lots of clients here,
needed an illustrator for some
pictures to go with her words.

Her sister Helen Mikolajczyk
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Tales of Harley and Pepi help
Jeanne realise writing dream

suggested she contact Nicola
Christopher, a local teacher
at Heronswood School and a
talented artist.

Jeanne, who then commis-
sioned Nicola to provide the
illustrations, said: “She is an
amazing artist - in fact, I don’t
think she realises how good
she is.

“I give her a story and she
produces such detailed pic-
tures and it’s just how I imag-
ined them to be - it’s like she’s
in my head.”

As well as telling the tales of
Harley and Pepi’s escapades,
each book also contains a les-
son for the young readers to
learn.

Jeanne has 10 books in the
series and two have been pub-
lished so far, via Amazon -
‘Harley, Pepi and the Treasure
Map’ and ‘Harley, Pepi and a
Christmas Tale’.

In the first one, the canine
pair find a treasure map and
go in search of gold and jew-
els and in the second, it is
Christmas Eve and Harley and
Pepi cannot sleep - so they go
out into the snowy night.

Both are available through
Amazon and in two independ-
ent bookshops - Script Haven
in Worcester and The Violet
Bookshop in Upton-upon-
Severn.

Jeanne is doing a book read-
ing to children in Upton on
May 29 and is hoping to get
another couple of her crea-
tions into print this year.

Visit: amazon.co.uk and
search for ‘Harley, Pepi’ to
find the books or click through
from the story on our kidder-
minsterstandard.co.uk web-
site.

Jeanne with sausage dog
Harley and Yorkshire ter-
rier Pepi, the inspirations
for her books. s

Travel in comfort on our High Quality Coaches, with a
choice of Local Boarding Points and Admissions Included.

Book Today to secure your seat!

RHS Malvern Spring
Festival

RHS Malvern
Spring Festival

g

SIRHS 1S

Sun 11 May 2025

Warwick Castle

Sat 31 May 2025

RAF Cosford Air
Show

Woburn Safari Park

Sun 15 June 2025

Snowdon Mountain
Railway

Sat 21 June 2025

Or Experience an Express Excursion for ONLY £25pp!
Choose from over 50 Destinations, One Speedy Boarding
Point at our Depot, Return Coach Travel and Free Time to
do as you please - Check out the Brochure Today.

Call our Reservations Teamon 01564 245 145 to book!

Reserved
SEATING

Free Secure

Local Boarding
POINTS PARKING

Express & Day Excursions

'MEMORABLE DAYS OUT BY COACH

Great Days Out by Coach

BRAND NEW! Summer 2025 Express &
Day Excursion Brochure... OUT NOW!

Start planning your Summer days out
today, Over 100 Trips to choose from!

Don't hesitate, get booking today!
Scan the QR code to view the digital

copy of the Brochures!
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Man jailed for
attacking police

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantme-
dia.com

A MAN who climbed
a derelict building in
Kidderminster before
throwing items off it
and eventually assault-
ing police officers has
been sentenced to 26
weeks in prison.

Stephen Collett, 40, of no
fixed abode, was arrested
after climbing the scaffold-
ing around Derwent House at
around 3am on March 29.

Collett had been throw-
ing numerous items includ-
ing windows and metal off

the scaffold from the tenth
floor .

He was also seen to be
endangering the public and
police officers.

He had armed himself with
a retractable knife he stole
from the building - which is
due to be demolished — fur-
ther causing concerns for his
welfare.

Stand-off

After a stand-off for sev-
eral hours which including
with negotiators, the fire and
ambulance services, he was
persuaded to come down
and was arrested. He later
assaulted two police officers.

At Kidderminster

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Magistrates Court, Collett
was convicted of multiple
offences after pleading guilty
to each count.

He was sentenced to 26
weeks imprisonment and was
ordered to pay £50 compen-
sation to each of the officers
he assaulted.

Convicted

Collett was convicted of
using threatening behaviour
to provoke unlawful violence,
burglary other than dwelling,
possession of a blade, crimi-
nal damage, harassment,
breach of a restraining order
and two counts of assault of
an emergency worker.

Pair arrested in Blakedown are

facing Class A drugs charges

TWO men appeared in court last
Thursday, charged with drug-dealing
offences following arrests made in
Blakedown two days before.

Syed Bilal Ahmad, 25 of Gheluvelt
Avenue, Kidderminster was charged
with possession with intent to supply a
class A drug - cocaine and being con-

cerned in the supply of a class A drug.
Bradley Penn, 28, of Corbett Road,
Brierley Hill, West Midlands faces the
same charges.
Both the men were bailed with condi-
tions and are set to appear at Worcester
Crown Court on May 1.
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Police believe the blaze at the former fire station was started deliberately. s

Former fire station blaze ‘was arson’

A BLAZE broke out at the former
Kidderminster Fire Station last Thursday
evening and West Mercia Police believe the
fire was started deliberately.

Two Hereford and Worcester Fire
and Rescue Service crews - one from
Kidderminster and one from Bromsgrove -
were sent to the scene at 6.16pm.

The blaze was in the appliance bay of the
former fire station in Castle Road.

Firefighters used water jets to extinguish
the fire and crews carried out a full search
of the building without finding any further
fires or casualties.

Positive pressure ventilation was used to
clear smoke from the building.

The premises were boarded up and the
alarm silenced and re-set.

West Mercia Police also attended the
incident.

A police spokesperson said a pile of
wood was set alight and spread to the
building.

“The fire is being treated as arson and
enquiries are ongoing.”

Witnesses or anyone with information
should call police on 101 or Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5:00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

S The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

Come and visit the

NURSERY

<

Bursting with colour
A wide selection of spring flowering

shrubs & perennials.
Call in to see all our special

offers

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003

.

We keep our LOCAL, fam?l‘y-owned farm

The Restaurant

Hot Food is served in the
Restaurant daily from
11.45 until 3.30pm
with Breakfast also served
between 8.30am and 11.45am.

Amazing Afternoon Teas
at only £12.50 per person

shop stocked with plenty of fresh fruit,
vegetables and a full selection of
groceries.

Did you know we also even stock gifts,
beautiful cards and freshly cut flowers?

Our Deli Counter serves both sweet
treats and savoury snacks. We have a
fresh fish counter in our Butchers along
with a wide choice of British and
local meats.

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬁFind us on Facebook
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Sharing Kitty’s
Holocaust story

STUDENTS at The
Stourport High School
and Sixth Form College
were gripped by the
telling of one woman’s
Holocaust testimony.

Second generation
Holocaust experts Peter and
Moira Hart spoke to more
than 130 history and philoso-
phy students from years nine,
12 and 13 about the Second
‘World War atrocity.

Their talk was based on the
life of Peter’s mother, Kitty
Hart-Moxon, who survived
the Nazi concentration camps
and later helped establish the
Holocaust Educational Trust.

Now, aged 98, the task
of ensuring new generations
never forget and learn that it
must never happen again has
fallen to Peter and his wife.

History teacher Ben Riley
said: “The students listened
intently to the harrowing
account of Kitty’s experience
from 1939 to 1945 and how
she went on to live her life.

“As well as horrific it was
also inspirational and they
were full of questions for
Peter and Moira to further
their understanding. We are
very grateful to them for tak-
ing the time to come and talk
to us.”

Polish-born Jew Kitty and

Moira and Peter Hart with Stourport High students at
the Holocaust testimony event. s

her mother survived being
taken prisoner by the Nazis,
which included time at
Auschwitz, but her father,
older brother and grand-
mother were killed.

After the war she and
her mother came to live in
Birmingham with her aunt
who had escaped to England
in 1938 and Kitty became a
radiographer.

She has written two autobi-
ographies, featured in two TV
documentaries and in 2003
received the OBE for her
work in Holocaust education.

The talk followed a visit to
Auschwitz by four sixth form
students, in conjunction with
the Holocaust Educational
Trust, in February.

Sixth former Saffy Watters
said: “After visiting Auschwitz
as part of the lessons from
Auschwitz series, I think we
must recognise our shared
responsibility in rejecting
complacency in the face of
discrimination, ensuring that
‘Never Again’ is not an empty
refrain but a guiding princi-
ple for the future.”
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Jessie-Lee Dolan, Ruben Gill and Gracie Moseley from the school’s panathlon team.
s

Celebrating their place in the final

A GROUP of pupils from Hartlebury CE
Primary School are through to the national
finals of a sporting challenge after beating
off strong competition at local and county
levels.

The six year five and six youngsters
claimed top spotin the Panathlon Challenge,
leading the field in activities including boc-
cia, new age kurling, table cricket, precision
beanbag throwing and basketball skills.

SCHOOLS, colleges and nurseries
across Kidderminster, Stourport and
Bewdley can send in their stories for
the Kidderminster Standard print edi-
tion and the kidderminsterstandard.
co.uk website.

Toni Branagh, Hartlebury CE Primary
School’s assistant headteacher, said: “The
Panathlon is a brilliant opportunity for chil-
dren to compete, to shine, build friendships
and feel part of a team.

“They are so excited to be heading
off to the national finals which will be in
Birmingham in June. It will be an incredible
experience for them and we wish them the
very best of luck.”

‘We would love to cover your events
and achievements.

Email: editor@kidderminsterstand-
ard.co.uk with the details, along with
contact information of how we can get
in touch with you if we need to.

24/7 SUPPORT

%AUNTS

0 KIDDERMINSTER

THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Bringing over 125 years of experience to Kidderminster

(Serving surrounding areas)

Why Choose Us?
2

AWARD WINNING

VALUE FOR MONEY

Our Funeral Homes
F.P Gaunt & Sons - 0121 559 1062
Black Country Funerals - 0121 559 9900
Stephen M Godber - 0121 555 5529
Gaunts of Wollaston - 01384 444 188
Gaunts of Kidderminster - 01562 541062
Gaunts of Stourport - 01299 89090

1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster, DY10 1JR. T: 01562 541062
E: info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk W: www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

Since 1900 The Gaunt family have been
providing a first-class Funeral Service.

We are multi award winning Funeral Directors
and have Funeral Homes in and around the
Black Country area.

In Summer 2023 we proudly opened our brand
new Funeral Home and bring with us expertise,
care and dedication to offer Funeral Services
in Kidderminster, Hartlebury, Stourport,
Bewdley, and surrounding areas.

Why Choose Gaunts to look after

your loved ones?

We pride ourselves on traditional values with a
modern, contemporary and bespoke approach.
We strongly believe that every Funeral
Arrangement should be personalised, unique
and affordable.

What Makes Gaunts Different to

other Funeral homes?

We believe each Funeral we arrange and
conduct is as unique as your loved one. We
pride ourselves on our ability to make bespoke
funeral arrangements to suit all requests and

We offer a range of packages and bespoke

‘We are able to make any funeral arrangements
that suit your requirements.

For a full non-obligational quote,
please speak to one of our

in Kidderminster on 01562 541 062
or in Stourport 01299 879 090

info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

budgets.

arrangements.

Funeral Directors

or email
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HE

——
WOl STERSHIRE
Highe: ation Institute

YOURFUTORE, @ &F AND
OUR FOCUS: ADULT
HIGHER EDUCATION COURSES

Mark your calendars as HoW College are opening their doors to their
Worcester and Redditch campuses to discuss their higher education
and adult provisions!

prospective students can visit the Colleges
Worcester or Redditch campuses to get a deeper understanding of the adult and
higher education courses on offer at HoW College.

The departments will be on hand throughout the evening to provide comprehensive
information and guidance about the courses on offer and how they can kickstart
your future. Whether you’re looking to advance in your career, change your career
path, gain important skills, or pursue a passion, the teams will be on hand to help
navigate your future.

At the Worcester campus, you’ll have the opportunity to explore a diverse selection
of higher education and adult courses, including ESOL, Access to HE, Human
Resources, Cyber Skills, and more. Meanwhile, at the Redditch campus, you can
delve into courses such as Business, Accounting, Functional Skills/GCSEs, and
additional exciting offerings.

WHEN : ]

WHERE :

HEART OF

HOWCOLLEGE.AC.UK WORCESTERSHIRE

@ W COLLEGE
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Four of the fund-raisers during last year’s Plod and a Pint event. s

Lace up your boots for the KEMP Hospice

THE PLOD and Pint fundraiser for
KEMP Hospice is back next month
and people are being urged to
sign up.

The walk, which starts at 10am
on Saturday, May 10, sees par-
ticipants choose to walk either
eight miles to Arley and back or
a 13.1mile half-marathon route
along the River Severn to Highley
and back. There, a cold pint will
be waiting for them at Bewdley
Brewery.

Participating adults and children
can either raise as much sponsor-
ship money as they can or they
opt for a ‘Supporter Ticket’ where-

by they sign up with a donation
and no longer need to fundraise
as part of the event if they would
prefer not to.

Every penny counts and your
sponsorship makes a real dif-
ference - £18.44 helps pay for
therapy sessions, £51.40 pays for
a child to receive bereavement
counselling sessions and £150.64
pays for a clinical nurse for a day.

The easiest way to fundraise
- for those opting for the sponsor-
ship route - is to set up a Just
Giving page - justgiving.com - and
share it with friends and family.

Alternatively, email fundraising@

kemphospice.org.uk to request a
paper form.

Registration costs £10 for adults,
£5 for under 16s or £25 for families
of two adults and two under 16s.

The entry fee covers the cost of
hosting the event and sponsorship
goes to KEMP Hospice to allow it
to continue to deliver care and
support services for people liv-
ing with life-ilinesses and bereave-
ment across Wyre Forest.

Visit: kemphospice.org.uk/sup-
port-us/fundraising/events-chal-
lenges/plod-and-a-pint/ to register
for the event.
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Time to have
say on wards

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

RESIDENTS just have a few
days left to have their say on
boundary changes to town
council wards in Stourport
and Kidderminster.

The alterations are due to take
effect at their next elections (May
2027 and 2028 respectively).

It follows a Local Government
Boundary Commission review
of electoral arrangements for
‘Worcestershire County Council.

Both town councils have asked
Wyre Forest District Council to
conduct a community govern-
ance review on these new warding
arrangements.

The reviews will examine con-
tinuing to use the wards in the
two towns that existed prior to the
Boundary Commission’s review.

New boundaries

It was in October when Stourport-
on-Severn Town Council resolved
to ‘request Wyre Forest District
Council to carry out a Community
Governance Review to re-establish
its ward boundaries’.

In the case of Kidderminster, that
would involve using the same ward
boundaries as those used by the
district council.

Also in October, Kidderminster

Town Council resolved the follow-

ing:

For the Kidderminster Foreign
Review - To support the propos-
al that the Kidderminster Town
Council boundary should include
the Habberley Road development
which should be transferred to the
town.

For Wolverley and Cookley - To
call for redrawing of the bound-
ary between Kidderminster and
Wolverley and Cookley in two
areas - 1. At Sion Hill, by bring-
ing the site of the former school
site into Kidderminster (Wildmoor
Road) and 2. To also bring the
development on Stourbridge Road
(Albrighton Drive and Bowdler
Close) into Kidderminster.

The council also resolved to call
on Wyre Forest District Council
to carry out a community govern-
ance review to re-establish com-
mon ward boundaries with those
used for WFDC in Kidderminster
and to make other changes to
Kidderminster’s boundary so that it
includes Kittiwake Drive, the whole
of the Woven Oaks development
and the developed areas comprising
Finepoint Way and Zortech Avenue.

Anyone wanting to have their say
on the proposals can visit: orlo.
uk/UecLt to take part in a short
survey.

The deadline for responses is 5pm
on Wednesday, April 16.

@ The Will Partners

people

Over 30 years' experience in
the Will writing business

Wills, Trusts & Power
of Attorney

OR

Free review of your
existing Will
® Protect your home and

everything that you have worked
hard for...

e Friendly and experienced local

® Free Home Visit

Call us Today

01527 877313

Email: hello@thewillpartners.co.uk

www.thewillpartners.co.uk
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Just for Pets

Just for Pets, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG
(Next to ASDA)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Pupils from Winterfold School celebrate regional
arts festival. s

Students showcase
their skills at festival

PUPILS at a Winterfold School in Chaddesley Corbett
have celebrated an impressive haul of silverware after
performances at a regional arts festival.

More than 30 pupils represented the school at the
Dudley Competitive Arts Festival, an esteemed annual
event celebrating young talent across music, drama,
and speech.

The festival, held in a large and prestigious concert
hall in Dudley, provides a challenging platform for per-
formers from across the region to showcase their abili-
ties in front of expert adjudicators and a live audience.

Students from Winterfold put in ‘exceptional’ per-
formances, demonstrating confidence, musicality, and
dedication.

Among the award winners from Winterfold were
Harry H, Cecilia G, Freddie A, Meredith M, Sophia O,
Isaac W, Harrison G, Dominic A and all members of the
School’s Festival Choir.

Each of these students impressed the adjudicators
with their talent, poise, and hard work.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Sharing their goal to
help Feed The Hungry

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALLERS from
Kidderminster Harriers and stu-
dents from South Bromsgrove
High School have joined forces to
pack more than 5,000 meals to be
shipped to children in Zimbabwe
as part of an international cam-
paign.

Kidderminster Harriers FC players Seb
Thompson, Riley Reynolds and Reiss
McNall got together with the pupils to
pack ingredients such as dried rice, soya,
lentils and essential micronutrients to be
sent to those in need abroad.

The efforts are led by Feed The Hungry
UK as part of their Million Meal Miracle
campaign.

The students were also joined by
Kidderminster Harriers players, Seb
Thompson, Riley Reynolds and Reiss
McNally, who lent a hand to support the
cause.

In addition, Coun Tracey Onslow, chair
of Worcestershire County Council, was
also in attendance to get stuck in and
support the work.

Carl Arntzen, CEO of Worcester Bosch,
also attended the event to see how the
company’s donation had made a differ-
ence.

The scheme, organised in partnership
with The Rotary Club of Bromsgrove,
followed on a few weeks after the stu-
dents’ visit to the charity headquarters in
Coventry where they learned first hand

about the positive impact of their work
abroad.

The day, which cost §£2,000 to host,
was paid through the schools own fun-
draising efforts, along with generous
donations from Worcestershire Bosch
and Bromsgrove Rotary Club.

Chris Smith, Rotarian and headteach-
er of South Bromsgrove High, said: “I
am extremely proud of what the stu-
dents in the school’s charity group have
achieved.

“This student-led group raised the nec-
essary funding, planned the event and
organised over 80 student volunteers.

“They enjoyed it so much they are
already talking about making this an
annual event.”

Feed The Hungry UK is an internation-
al humanitarian organisation committed
to fighting hunger due to poverty, war,
famine and natural disasters.

The charity works to reduce world hun-
ger by establishing feeding programmes
in 28 different countries worldwide.

Through its Million Meal Miracle cam-
paign, the charity aims to engage 200
schools in meal packing events with a tar-
get of packing 1million meals in the next
two years for schoolchildren in Zimbabwe
and Somaliland.

Leading the project for Feed The
Hungry is Ian Siddall, who said: “The ulti-
mate goal of the project is to nourish and
empower school children in Zimbabwe
and Somaliland.

“We want to address immediate nutri-
tional needs and instill a sense of sig-
nificance and value in these young lives
- fostering a brighter future for them and

the communities they belong to.

Since 1987, with its partner organisa-
tions, Feed The Hungry has globally
assisted in regularly feeding more than
625,000 children in 28 countries.

Feed The Hungry also provides disas-
ter relief recovery programmes through
its network of community programmes
around the globe.

Visit: millionmealmiracle.co.uk/ and
business.feedthehungry.org.uk for more
information.

The charity is appealing for more local
partners to support its campaign, includ-
ing schools, churches and businesses.

80 Bromsgrove students were
joined by Kidderminster Harriers
players - Seb Thompson, Riley
Reynolds and Reiss McNally - to
pack over 5,000 nutritional meals
for children in Zimbabwe. s

Standard

...at last, a choice.

Bullivantmedia

ROUP LIMITED

¢

-
DIGAWAY & CLEARAWAY
@‘@ RECYCLING LTD

» SKIP HIRE UPTO 40 YARD

e MAN IN A VAN
e GRAB AND TIPPER HIRE

* Recycling your waste for a
better environment

e Licensed waste
transfer station

* Topsoil &
aggregates available

www.digawayskiphire.co.uk
A

. GROUNDWORKS
TIPPERHIRE
GRABHIRE

TELEPHONE:
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Kidderminster man was among
gang jailed for almost 100 years

A GANG of drug dealers who
flooded Worcestershire with
cocaine and cannabis have
been sentenced to a total of
94 years and four months,

Paul Bailey, 56 of Jersey Close,
Redditch, was sentenced to 20 years at
Worcester Crown Court last Monday
Monday after being convicted of con-
spiracy to supply 10kg of cocaine and
20kg of cannabis.

His sentence is the final one in
a complex and lengthy investi-
gation by the Regional Organised
Crime Unit for the West Midlands
Region (ROCUWM) called Operation
Pyrogenic which has seen other gang
members sentenced at earlier court
appearances.

The other five involved were also
convicted in November of conspiracy
to supply 10kg of and cocaine and
20kg of cannabis.

Jamie Worrall, 38, of Sandicliffe
Close, Kidderminster, was sentenced
to 17 years, Arron Adams, 39, of
Boughton Avenue, Worcester, was
sentenced to 22 years and Adam
Nicholls, 42, of Weyburn Close,
Worcester was sentenced to 23
years.

Nicola Everton, 37, of Hindlip,
‘Worcester, was sentenced to six years
and Phillip Smith, 57, of Gregorys
Bank, Worcester, was sentenced to
six years four months.

Another accomplice - Shaun Carr,
39, of Woodmancote, Worcester -
was given a 10-month sentence, sus-

pended for 12 months, after bemg
found guilty of money laundermg on
November 6

Large scale drug-dealing

Operation Pyrogenic was a
ROCUWM operation into the large-
scale supply of cocaine and cannabis
into Worcestershire, Herefordshire
and the West Midlands.

The operation - between April 2020
and July 2021 - revealed the gang
operated a large-scale middle market

drugs supply chain and were involved
in the sourcing, distribution and sell-
ing drugs which reached as far as
Lincolnshire and Devon.

This organised crime group used
encrypted mobile phone devices on
a platform based in France called
‘Encro-chat’ to organise the supply
of cannabis and cocaine which were
infiltrated and deciphered by the
National Crime Agency (NCA).

Bailey, Adams, Nicholls, Worrall,
Everton, and Smith used the devices
to orchestrate the multi-kilo supply of

cannabis and cocaine into the region.
They continued to operate after the
Encro-chat network had been infil-
trated by police using other encrypt-
ed communication applications.

On July 9, 2020, Everton was
arrested by police with a kilogram of
cocaine in her vehicle on the M5 near
junction 6 (Worcester).

On January 6, 2021, police arrest-
ed Bailey, Adams, Nicholls and Smith
at their home addresses.

During searches of the addresses,
imagery was found to assist in the
attribution of the Encro-chat handles.
Nicholls sent an image of his com-
puter with his reflection on it over
the Encro-chat under one of the user
handles.

On October 27, 2020, Carr was
arrested by officers at junction 2
on the M5 with §17,000 in a plastic
shopping bag.

Fingerprints found

They found one of Nicholls’ fin-
gerprints on this bag. Police seized
numerous mobile phones after the
conspirators had been arrested.

On Smith’s mobile phone, police
found evidence of drug supply and
conversations between him and other
conspirators about the movement of

gs.

Carr, Smith, Bailey, Everton and
‘Worrall all pleaded guilty prior to trial.
After a three-week trial at Worcester
Crown Court a jury took less than six
hours of deliberation to find Adams

and Nicholls guilty of the conspiracy
on November 6

‘Strong message’

Det Ch Insp Peter Cooke, from
ROCUWM, said it was a fantastic
result after a complex investigation.

“The team have successfully taken a
large number of drugs off the streets
and put this group who caused misery
in our communities behind bars for a
very long time.

“Drugs ruin lives and poison com-
munities and we remain dedicated
to breaking supply lines through our
region.

“These offenders are ruthless and
think nothing of exploiting vulner-
able people, putting them at risk of
serious harm, while they sit back and
count the money.

“These sentences send a strong
message that drug dealers will be
caught, and they face many years in
prison.

“We will continue to strive to keep
drugs off our streets and protect vul-
nerable people.”

This investigation forms part of
Operation Target — West Mercia
Police’s work to tackle serious and
organised crime.

The group of six which
flooded Worcestershire and
Herefordshire with cocaine
and cannabis have been jailed
for almost 100 years between
them. s

Gof FEEEH o
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Holidays v ;| v

CLASSIC COTSWOLDS VILLAGES
Departing Fri 30 May ‘25

Spend a relaxing time in some of the country’s most peaceful
spots as we soak up the ambience of the Cotswolds.

Explore the vibrant market towns Stow-on-the-Wold

and Bourton-on-the-Water, as well as the birthplace of
Shakespeare, Stratford-upon-Avon.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Redditch

¢ 2 nights at the Royal Court Hotel, Coventry (JG2 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

/' 2 for 1bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
v/ Excursions to Stow-on-the-Wold & Broadway
¢ En-route visits to Leamington Spa & Stratford-upon-Avon

£179

3 Days by Coach o

Single Supplement £45

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 e osc

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

ABBA VOYAGE - LIVE IN LONDON

Departing Sun 8 Jun ‘25, Sun 26 Oct ‘25

Have you always wanted to experience the magic of an

ABBA concert? Well now is your chance to say Thank You

for the Music! Join us at the ABBA Arena for the incredible

ABBA Voyage; where the global pop icons appear on stage as

digital avatars brought to life.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Redditch

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

¢/ Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena with coach transfers
(dancefloor, standing)

¢ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Upgrade to a seated ticket for £30pp

£249

2 Days by Coach o

Single Supplement £60

Operated by Just Go thdavs Ltd. Coach package hulldavs and short breaksaresubject to Just ot Hoidays lem\s and conditions.

5 s A ’ B " - o
ANDERTON BOAT LIFT
& STEAM RAILWAY
Departing Sat 2 Aug ‘25
Treat yourself to two special days away featuring
a heritage train journey on the enchanting
Llangollen Steam Railway, a horse-drawn cruise along the
picturesque Llangollen Canal and a unique experience on the
awe-inspiring Anderton Boat Lift.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
Return coach travel from Bromsgrove, Worcester, Droitwich

Overnight stay at the Beaufort Park Hotel, near Mold (JG3 rating)
with dinner & breakfast

Combined lift & river cruise at the Anderton Boat Lift
Heritage train journey on the Llangollen Steam Railway
Horse-drawn boat cruise on the Llangollen Canal
Excursion to Blakemere Village

LR |1

£189 SR

| AWARDS
2024

2 Days by Coach o

Single Supplement £35

BEST COMPANY

ths is  government aporoved consumer potection s(heme Tours offered subject to availability and gavemmem quidelines.

. Prces s peson, free

apply. Pr tat the time of printing and will be honoured

for bookings made on or belore 7days after publication. Prices after this date are subject o fluctuation.
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DOMESTIC EV CHARGER

Installations from  £750 +VAT

Your one stop solution for all of your Electric Vehicle Charging needs

OZEV-approved chargers and installers

Free site survey included

3
Zero Emission

CONSUMER CODE FOR HOME CHARGEPOINTS Vehicles

Wassell Grove Business Centre, Wassell Grove Lane,
Hagley, Stourbridge, West Midlands DYQ 9JH

0121 289 6500 | info@starkev.co.uk
starkev.co.uk
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On target to
get taste of
clay shooting

OLDER people

event.

Seniors — aged 65 and
over — can go along to
the first ‘Silver Shots’
session at Shooting
4 Fun (S4F) on
Wednesday, April 23.

Set in the beautiful
Hanbury countryside at
The Oaklands Outdoor
Pursuits Centre, the
event offers a safe, wel-
coming environment
for those looking to try
something new.

Silver Shots is suit-
able for most abilities,
whether a first-time
shooter or someone
with prior experience.
Guns will be carefully
selected to match age
and build, helping to
minimise recoil and
maximise comfort.

Participants will enjoy a 15-minute
session between llam and 4pm,
during which they’ll take aim at 25

flying clays.

‘With expert guidance and one-on-

in north
‘Worcestershire can experi-
ence the thrill of clay pigeon
shooting at an exciting new

one instruction, attendees will expe-
rience the satisfaction of breaking
targets mid-air. The event promises
plenty of fun, an exciting challenge
and a welcoming atmosphere.

For just §25 per person, guests

Mark Treverton from

Shooting 4 Fun, will be
welcoming participants
to ‘Silver Shots’. Picture
by Jelly Photography. s

for more.

will receive a profes-
sionally guided clay
shooting experience
with all equipment
provided.

Complimentary tea
or coffee will be avail-
able and there is free
on-site parking and
toilet facilities.

Mark Treverton,
owner of Shooting 4
Fun, said: “This is a
brilliant opportunity
for seniors to step out
of their comfort zone

and try something

completely differ-

“It’s all about
having a great time,
building confidence
and maybe even dis-

covering a new passion.”

Booking a time slot is essential
and spaces are limited.

Call Mark on 01527 575141 or
email: mark@shooting4fun.co.uk

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

THE MAYOR of
Bewdley presented this
year’s Civic Awards
at the Annual Town
Meeting last month.

Coun Ian Latimer JP
gave the overall acco-
lade to Colin Hill at St
George’s Hall.

Mr Hall has played a
major role in the com-
munity, including being
involved in the annual
duck race and being
part of the Bewdley
Festival Committee,

The Standard, Friday April 11, 2025

voluntary service to the
Bewdley Community.

The council received
11 nominations this
year.

All of the nominat-
ed candidates were
awarded a ‘Thank You’
award by the Mayor,
presented in the form
of a framed certifi-
cate.

The winner of the
Civic Award, Mr Hill,
was also presented
with the Civic Award

photographing many of pendant.
the town events and
organising monthly art

The Civic Award rec-
outstanding Hill. s

Mayor of Bewdley Coun
lan Latimer JP with
overall winner Colin

SENIORS’ SHOOTING DAY
WEDNESDAY 23RD APRIL 2025

TRY SOMETHING NEW!

S4F presents: Silver Shots - a Seniors' Clay
Shooting Day in Hanbury, for the over 65s.

Book your 15 minute clay shooting session,
with 25 shots for just £25!

Complimentary tea or coffee. Onsite toilet
facilities and ample free parking.

JONTACT MARK FOR MORE INFO: (J1527 575141

mark@shooting4fun.co.uk

www.shooting4fun.co.uk
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Fancy giving your Kitchen a bit of a lift?

Kitchen Makovers

N ew FREE Cornice Pelmets
EELIMEEE & Plinths this Spring!

ovcilt'p‘%ﬁ:'gﬁ l?r? ;N when you let us update your kitchen

o gle=NoE TRl Id using beautiful New Doors & Worktops

&
Be eove 0 0 00

To see how you can claim your FREE Cabinet Trims + Bumper 20% Discount
and transform your kitchen for much less than a total replacement in about one day,
request a brochure or a free on the spot quote today

Hurry..this offer must end Soon!
W)
Request a brochure 0800 088 7044 \  # *
) \ ‘*& UPKiTCHEN N

Book a home visit 0330 321 0461 ®
Visit us online \, /m

— www.doorsandworktops.com
~_Door Sales Group Main Office: Doors House Wordsley Green West Midlands DY8 5PD - Telephone 01384 660065 —“;’64 293654 *Excludes Hi Gloss and Painted -
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Beware thieves at
ATMs, warn police

POLICE officers in
north Worcestershire
are signposting the way
to the public to protect
themselves from dis-
traction thefts at cash
machines.

Warning  posters are
being displayed around the
machines in Kidderminster
town centre this week and
will be rolled out in Redditch
and Bromsgrove in due
course.

The message tells members
of the public to be cautious
when using cash machines
as thieves who may be oper-
ating in the area will try to
distract them.

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham
@bullivantmedia.com

The proactive campaign
follows reports of people
being targeted while at the
machines by tricksters, nor-
mally working in pairs, divert-
ing the victims’ attention.

For example, the con art-
ists may point to a bank
note on the floor and ask the
person if they have dropped
it and meanwhile an accom-
plice will attempt to with-
draw cash from the machine
while their card is still in it or
take the card itself.

They may also attempt to

get close to the person at the
cash machine and ask ques-
tions, distracting them and
allowing another offender to
access the machine.

Sarah Sceats, Rural and
Business Officers (RABO)
for north Worcestershire,
came up with the idea of the
posters and is working with
banks to roll them out across
the area.

Ms Screats said: “While
thankfully there have only
been a handful of these types
of distraction thefts in this
area, this tactic is becoming
more prevalent nationally.

“We are acting now to
help protect members of the

public from being tricked
out of their money at cash
machines.

“Working in partnership
with local banks, we have
designed and printed the
new posters to stick next
to machines warning people
to be cautious whilst using
them.

“Our advice is to be mind-
ful of anyone nearby who
seems suspicious or who may
be trying to distract you and
take extra care when at the
cash machine.”

West Mercia Police is rolling
out posters to warn the
public about distraction
hi at cash hii

- S

The Standard, Friday April 11, 2025

Firefighters issue warning after tackling several fires on open land

A PROLONGED dry spell
has led to a rise in the
number of outdoor blazes
getting out of control across
north Worcestershire and a
warning from Hereford and
Worcester Fire and Rescue
Service.

There has been very little
rain in the past week-and-
a-half and temperatures
on some days have been
upward of 20°C.

At the end of last week,
over the weekend and dur-

ing this week, fire crews
have been called to several
incidents in Bromsgrove,
Rubery, Redditch and
Kidderminster.

A fire in the open in
Gannow Green Lane,
Rednal, around 5pm on
Monday, was started by
a disposable barbecue -
firefighters used a water
backpack to extinguish the
flames.

In Bromsgrove on the
same day, firefighters dealt

with a blaze in grasslands
off Perryfields Road.

Also on Monday, a
crew from Wyre Forest
Fire Station was called at
11.53am to an embankment
fire on the Severn Valley
Railway at Devils Spittleful.
Two seats of fire were locat-
ed and were extinguished
using beaters and water
backpacks.

Last Friday there was a
fire at Burlish Top Nature
Reserve in Stourport which

started when youths lit

a bonfire and it spread.
Firefighters used water
backpacks and buckets
of water to extinguish the
blaze there.

A Wyre Forest Fire
Station crew was also called
around 1.30pm on Sunday
to a fire in the open in
Borrington Road, Offmore,
Kidderminster. The fire
involved 10m by 10m of
undergrowth and trees
which had spread to plastic

underground culverts. The
fire was extinguished by the
firefighters using a water
jet.

It is believed that one was
started deliberately as two
youths were seen fleeing
the scene.

These are just some
of several fires across
‘Worcestershire which has
prompted a warning from
Hereford and Worcester
Fire and Rescue Service.

A spokesperson said: “We

urge people to refrain from
using disposable barbecues
and safely put out cigarette
ends to avoid inadvertently
starting a fire.”

The service also discour-
ages outdoor fires in rural
areas.

Anyone using incinera-
tors, log burners and bon-
fires should keep them
away from fences, foliage,
buildings and bushes and
always keep buckets of
water nearby.

D R\
N / 4

Are you looking to
improve or enlarge

your driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a
beautiful new patio or driveway
in Coventry, Bromsgrove,

=7

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk

Redditch, Kidderminster, Solihull
and Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We’ve designed and built just about
every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not
be phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction
and unlike other driveway companies,
with us you pay absolutely nothing
upfront.

* Give us a call and you could save
upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk
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Double Victory! Cofton Park Manor
named Top 20 Care Home in the West
Midlands for second year running

Cofton Park Manor Luxury Care Home
is celebrating a remarkable
achievement - being named one of the
Top 20 Care Homes in the West
Midlands for the second year in a row.

This prestigious accolade, awarded as part of the annual
Carehome.co.uk Awards, reflects the heartfelt praise
and glowing reviews shared by residents, families and
friends across the region.

This back-to-back recognition is a testament to the
exceptional, multi award-winning care delivered by the
dedicated team at Cofton Park Manor.

The team pride themselves on providing a truly
personalised approach, ensuring each resident enjoys
not only support but also fulfilment, dignity and joy
every single day.

More than just a care home, Cofton Park Manor in
Cofton Hackett offers a hotel-style experience within a
warm, welcoming community. Residents can enjoy an
array of luxury amenities, including a private dining
suite for special celebrations with loved ones, a serene
wellbeing and beauty salon, a stylish bistro café serving

7

carehome.co.uk

fresh refreshments, and a deluxe cinema for the latest
films and timeless classics.

This summer, the lifestyle at Cofton Park Manor is set
to be more vibrant than ever. Residents can look
forward to a lively calendar of seasonal events and

outdoor experiences, including alfresco dining in the
beautifully landscaped gardens, botanical workshops,
and themed culinary masterclasses led by their in-house
chefs.

The home’s exceptional care and vibrant lifestyle are
consistently highlighted in the heartfelt testimonials of
families:

A beautiful home with lots of activities for the residents.
The garden is lovely too. My aunt feels very happy here.
Would definitely recommend.” — Nephew of a resident.

A wonderful home filled with happiness and joy. My aunt
and uncle had the best time here and were so happy to be
part of the Cofton Park Manor community. The lovely staff
helped make their stay such an enjoyable time.” — Niece of
a resident.

Whether you’re seeking a permanent move or a short
summer retreat, Cofton Park Manor offers a supportive,
enriching environment where residents truly thrive.

To find out more about this award-winning care
home, and to book a personal tour, you can contact
the team on 0121 826 3214 or email
enquiries@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk.

HAMBERLEY

CARE HOMES

COFTON PARK

MANOR

LUXURY CARE HOME

Enjoy an exceptional, all-inclusive* package,
within a warm and welcoming environment.

Ask us about our special offers!
Find out more — book your tour today:

0121 826 3214 | enquiries@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk
Cofton Park Manor, 466 Lickey Road, Cofton Hackett B45 8UU
www.hamberleycarehomes.co.uk

*Terms and conditions apply.
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Steam locomotive 7029 ‘Clun Castle’ hauled the Shakespeare Express from
Worcester to Stratford-on-Avon on Sunday. Picture by Vintage Trains. s

THE POPULAR Shakespeare Express
has completed its first outing of the
new running season.
The train was heading from Worcester
to Stratford-on-Avon while being hauled by
steam locomotive 7029 Clun Castle when it
visited the town on Sunday during the 40th
anniversary of the train’s inaugural run.
The train also passed through
Kidderminster and called at Droitwich,
Stourbridge Junction and Birmingham
Snow Hill before arriving in Stratford-on-
Avon for a break of around four hours to
enable passenger’s time to enjoy sightsee-
ing and shopping, before commencing

the return journey.

A class 37 diesel locomotive, number
37240, also hauled the train from
Birmingham to Worcester in the morning
and back to Birmingham in the evening
working its first passenger service since
1996.

A spokesperson for organisers Vintage
Trains said: “It was pleasing so many people
came to see the train, with Clun Castle and
the class 37 both performing well.”

For details on the three other steam-
hauled Shakespeare Express trains this year
visit: vintagetrains.co.uk for more informa-
tion.

WORCESTERSHIRE is
among the top three areas
in the West Midlands for
bowel cancer screening
uptake.

Early detection is crucial
as it allows treatment to
begin sooner, significantly
improving outcomes and
saving lives.

According to the latest
Government figures, over
three-quarters of eligible
people were screened for
bowel cancer in 2024.

At 75.4 per cent this
is higher than the West
Midlands rate of 70.2 per
cent and England’s rate of

Health in
‘Worcestershire is reveal-
ing these figures to coin-
cide with Bowel Cancer
Awareness Month, where we
highlight the importance of
spotting the signs and early
detection.

Our high screening rates
mean more people have the
chance to receive timely
treatment.

Lisa McNally, direc-
tor of Public Health in
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Good news on
screening but
more is urged

by Ashleigh Osborne
news@bullivantmedia.com

‘Worcestershire, has thanked
the local community for
their positive response to
bowel screening schemes.

She said: “We are really
grateful to residents for
engaging with our public
health messages on bowel
screening.”

“However, we must not
become complacent. I urge
everyone who is eligible to
take part in the screening
programme. The home-test
kit is simple to use and
could save your life”.

According to Bowel
Cancer UK, more than nine
in 10 people survive bowel
cancer when it is diagnosed
at the earliest stage, making
it so important to recog-
nise the symptoms of bowel
cancer.

Symptoms can include
changes in your bowel hab-
its, such as persistent diar-
rhoea, constipation, or unu-
sually soft stools, blood in
the poo, which may appear

red or black and unex-
plained weight loss.

‘While these symptoms
are common and can be
linked to other conditions,
it is essential people get
checked by a GP if they
experience them.

According to NHS
England, people aged 50
and 52 are now starting
to automatically receive
a home test kit every two
years by post when they
become eligible, marking
the final phase of the NHS
ambition to offer everyone
aged 50 to 74 the screen-
ing test.

Around 850,000 addi-
tional people in England a
year will be eligible for the
screening test, with over
4million more people invit-
ed since roll-out began in
2021.

People can call the free
bowel cancer screening hel-
pline for advice on 0800
707 60 60.

Information on bowel
cancer and the screening
programme can be found on
the nhs.uk website.

COMPETITION TIME...COMPETITION TIME...COMPETITION TIME...COMPETITION TIME...COMPETITION TIM!

A FAMILY TICKET

Wi

West Midlands Safari Park is
excited to announce the return of
‘Easter Eggstravaganza’ with a
variety of fun-fuelled family
activities and a new character.
Running from 12 to 27 April 2025, guests
will be invited to take part in the
celebrations, which include an interactive
trail, competitions, a new show and a
chance to get creative with some Easter
arts and crafts.

This year, a brand-new character has
‘hatched’ called Chirpy Chick, who will be

roaming the Safari Walk areas of the Park,

meeting guests and taking pictures with
them.

TO HOP INTO

EASTER FUN AT

Also new for 2025 is ‘Bramble Bunny’s
Hoppy Easter Show’, a live, interactive
performance bursting with fun, games,
magic and dancing.

Children will be able to win chocolate or a

sweet treat by taking part in the

Eggsplorers’ Trail, by following clues and

answering questions at each point.

There is a photo competition, where guests §

can win a VIP Rhino Feed Experience if
they find the missing egg and take a
picture with it to post on the Park’s
Facebook page.

In the Discovery Trail, guests will find a

huge egg, filled with smaller colourful eggs.

If they can guess how many eggs it

West Midlands

PARK

contains, they can enter the competition to
win a Safari Lodges stay of their choice.
There is also the chance to see the Park’s
newest arrivals, the three Sumatran tiger
cubs, at the new viewing ‘peepholes’ of
their outdoor den.

A

chance to win a WMSP Family Ticket so you and
your family can Hop into Easter Fun at West Midlands
Safari Park, just answer the following question:
What is the name of the brand
new character who has 'hatched'
and will be roaming the Safari
Walk Areas of the Park this
Easter?

Simply email your answer, and your email contact
details to:

Competitions@bullivantmedia.com
All entries must be in by noon on 16th April 2025
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BROMSGROVE'S

(DAKLAN DS

FURNITURE

SUITES  BEDS *DINING
ALL REDUCED TO A FRACTION
OF THEIR NORMAL PRICES

Suites, Sofas, Beds, Mattresses, Oak Furniture,
Recliners, Occasional Chairs, Dining Sets, Accent Chairs,
Bedroom Chests, Wardrobes, Dining Table Sets
AND MUCH MORE!!!

MANY BRAND NAMES INCLUDING DFS, TETRAD, LA-Z-BOY,
FURNITURE VILLAGE, SOFOLOGY, PARKER KNOLL CANCELLED
ORDERS/EX DISPLAY/NEW CLEARANCE UP TO 60% OFF
NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED ON ALL STOCK ITEMS IN
OUR CLEARANCE WAREHOUSE

0 -
FREE DELIVERY AND ML h TS WEE
FREE INSTALLATION BNTRL OFF

Complete

FIJRNITUHE VIllAGE SWWEI. I;IIAIHS 4'6” COMPLETE SET Wi llnnlmrll 3str + 2str
(MANY ELECTRIC RECLINING) = HEADBOARD IN cllllIGE IIF I:Ill.lllllls REGLINING in Grey or Black

£2399-
NOW ONLY
£1199

Colorado Electric reclining Comer group with adjustable
headrests in Denim Blue NOW HALF PRICE! .....only 2 x

1.6 x 90 Concrete effect Table + Selection of ﬁmroisus In Stock for sets available at this price Rockford REGLINING Corner
6 chairs, fabb furniture immediate delivery 50 be quick because “When they're gone, they're gone!”” with cup holders in Grey or Black

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
& YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

& OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE OPEN 7 DAYS
Unit 35 Aston Fields Trading Park,
Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW

Tel: 01527 872202
Open: Mon - Friday 9am - 5pm
WWW. oaklandeu rnlture CO. Uk Sat 10am - 5pm ¢« Sun 10am -4pm |

<l
Oaklands Furniture Limited is an ive of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, t/a IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401) Flnance avallable sub]e:t to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.
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El4gi=] Your name, or a loved one’s, can fly high alongside our crew in the
iconic chevrons underneath our brand new H145 helicopter.
[=]

Find out how at highflyers.midlandsairambulance.com

oo . W | Midlands

egistered with "

@ FUNDRAISING @ Air Ambulance
REGULATOR > | Charity

Registered Charity Number 1143118
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Food for thought Time tO

THERE has been a significant step in tackling food
waste, with new legislation requiring businesses
across England to separate food waste from general
waste.

As businesses adjust to these new regulations,
Worcestershire County Council is encouraging resi-
dents to take a closer look at their own food waste
habits.

To support this, the council is relaunching
#FoodSavvy a campaign designed to help residents
save cash and reduce food waste.

A recent poll revealed that one-third of
Worcestershire residents throw away edible food
more than once a week, often due to cooking too
much or allowing food to expire. Additionally, 40 per
cent admitted they discarded food simply because
they lacked knowledge about proper storage or
creative ways to use leftovers.

In Worcestershire, more than a third of household
black bin waste consists of food, with over two-thirds
of it classified as ‘avoidable’, meaning it could have
been eaten.

To help, the county council is sharing top tips
and practical advice on its social media channels
to help residents waste less and make the most of
their food.

Worcestershire County Council’s waste prevention
project manager said: “We know people waste food
for all sorts of reasons - they buy too much, don’t
store it correctly, or aren’t sure how best to use up
leftovers.

“#FoodSavvy aims to provide simple and effec-
tive solutions to help people plan better, store food
properly and get creative in the kitchen.

“Reducing food waste isn’t just good for the envi-
ronment; it also helps families save money.

“With the average family now wasting up to £1000
worth of perfectly edible food every year, it is more
important than ever that families take a good look at
what they do with their food.”

The Food Savvy scheme focuses on key themes,
such as planning meals and shopping, storing
food correctly so it lasts longer and eating all food
bought.

Visit: letswasteless.com/foodsavvy for practical
tips and more information.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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prove you are

top with the tourists

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

TOURISM and hospitality busi-
nesses across the county can
now apply to be considered for
the 2025/26 Visit Worcestershire
Tourism Awards.

Organisations have until June 9 to
put themselves forward for the acco-
Ia(;izeg which will be announced in March

The awards are given for acclaimed
attractions, hospitality venues, and inno-
vative new tourism products, whilst also
giving the chance to businesses to repre-
sent Worcestershire at the VisitEngland
Awards for Excellence where, in 2025,
Worcestershire secured two national
finalists.

Lorna Robinson, visitor econo-
my and destination manager at Visit
‘Worcestershire, explained the importance
of the awards.

She said: “These awards not only rec-
ognise the outstanding businesses that
make our visitor economy thrive but
also provide incredible PR and exposure,
with finalists gaining local and national
recognition.

“We can’t wait to see this year’s appli-
cants and uncover more brilliant busi-
nesses showcasing Worcestershire’s
excellence in tourism and hospitality.”

Among the accolades are the Accessible
and Inclusive Tourism Award, Business
Events Venue of the Year, Camping,
Glamping and Holiday Park of the Year,

Experience of the Year, Festival and
Event of the Year, Large Hotel of the Year
and Large Visitor Attraction of the Year.

Others include the New Tourism
Business of the Year, Pub of the Year,
Regenerative Tourism Award, Self
Catering Accommodation of the Year,
Small Hotel of the Year/Small Serviced
Accommodation Provider of the Year,
Small Visitor Attraction of the Year, Taste
of Worcestershire Award and the Unsung
Hero Award.

Last year’s winners have seen signifi-
cant benefits including increased visibil-
ity, new business opportunities, accred-

ited quality assurance and boosted staff
morale.

Businesses will find out if they have
been shortlisted for the awards by the end
of August this year.

To support the applicants, Visit
‘Worcestershire have provided a range of
helpful tools and guidance to simplify the
process on the Tourism Awards page - go
to: visitworcestershire.org/trade/tourism-
awards/ for more.

Last year’s winners in the Visit
Worcestershire Tourism Awards. s
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THE OAKS

24th April
4pm

01527910497

the
care
workers’
charity

Fire Walking

At The Oaks

Join us for an exhilarating evening of Firewalking to
support The Care Workers’ Charity.

All proceeds go to support The Care Workers' Charity,

helping those who care for us.

The Oaks Care Home,
150 RuberX lane,
B459AY

GSAIB

CERTIFICATED

WSS Ltd are a SSAIB.
Rogistered firm

UNCOMPLICATED SECURITY FOR COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND

> WILSON
‘ ~ CECIRITV

iIson Séi:urity Systems is a family owned business
based in Worcester.

Stay Secure This Spring & Summer!

Why Choose Us?
* New Customers Welcome!
Experience personalised service from our dedicated family team.
» Existing Systems Serviced:
We provide expert maintenance and upgrades for your current setup.
* Spring & Summer Solutions:
Keep your home protected while you are on hoIiday

Get in touch for F

wilsonsecu

= advice & a no obligation quote

01 905 8641 82

24hrs

ms.
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County named
burglary hotspot

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantme-
dia.com

WEST Mercia Police
has recorded more than
1,800 home burglaries
in the last year alone,
with just five per cent
resulting in a charge, a
new investigation has
revealed.

Data obtained by Legal
Expert via Freedom of
Information Requests has
found that 7,875 residential
break-ins have been recorded
by West Mercia Police in the
last three years.

Of the 1,812 burglaries
logged last year, just 99 (five
per cent) resulted in a person
being charged.

While there will be cases
still be under investigation,
Legal Expert’s CICA (Criminal
Injury Compensation
Authority) specialist, Ellie
Lamey said charge rates were
‘shockingly low.’

“Being the victim of a
burglary can be extremely
invasive and traumatic not
to mention those instances
of aggravated burglary where
weapons are involved.

“Moreover the shockingly
low charge rate gives victims

the impression that there is
no support or Justlce follow-
ing what can be in some
cases, a life-altering event.”
West Mercia Police also
revealed the region’s home
burglary hotspots in 2024.
North Worcestershire was
revealed as the most targeted
area for the crime with 552
offences recorded last year.
A total of 440 residential
break-ins were also logged in
South Worcestershire and a
further 351 in Shropshire.
Out of the 32 UK police
forces, (73 per cent) which
responded to Legal Expert’s
Freedom of Information
request within the dead-
line, West Mercia reported
the ninth-highest number of

home burglaries over the last

three years.

In 2024, there were
177,687 home burglaries
reported across England and
Wales - an average of 487
burglaries a day.

Ms Lamey said:
“Throughout my legal career,
I have worked with victims
and families of burglaries
and the impact can be long-
lasting.

“Thankfully, I've been able
to bring even a small com-
fort by securing them the
compensation they deserve
to help to start to rebuild
their lives.”

Visit: legalexpert.co.uk/ for
more information.
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HoW College’s
Open Event will
shed light on
adult and HE
courses at the
Redditch and
Worcester cam-
puses. s

Explore higher education at HoW

HEART of Worcestershire (HoW) College is
opening its doors for its Adult and Higher
Education (HE) Open Event from 5pm to
8pm on May 1.

The event - at the Redditch and Worcester
campuses - provides an opportunity for pro-
spective students to explore a wide range of
adult and HE courses, tour the college’s
state-of-the-art facilities and receive expert
advice from industry-leading tutors.

The Open Event will help prospective stu-
dents who are looking to upskill with short
courses, change career paths, embark on
a higher education journey or explore pro-
fessional programmes, take the next step
towards their future.

At both campuses, attendees can explore
Adult courses in ESOL, Functional Skills
and GCSE maths and English, digital and
IT, cyber security, work ready pathways
(including care, retail, and teaching assist-
ant), and Preparing to Work in Schools.

The HE provision at Worcester includes
access to HE, computing and IT, engineer-
ing, Health and Social Care, Early Years,
Human Resources, leadership and man-
agement, marketing, sport, and teacher
training.

In addition, HE courses available at
Redditch include Access to HE, accounting
and book-keeping, business and manage-

ment, games design and digital media,
and sport. Prospective students can also
explore professional courses including stra-
tegic management and leadership.

Adrian Price, HoW College’s manager
for higher education, said everyone was
delighted to be welcoming prospective stu-
dents to the event.

“At HoW College, we are committed
to providing high-quality education and
training opportunities that help individuals
achieve their career and personal develop-
ment goals.

“This event is the perfect chance to dis-
cover the many pathways available, speak
with our dedicated tutors, and take the first
step towards an exciting future.”

Visitors can drop in at any time during
the three-hour event and are encouraged
to register their interest using the following
links:

Go to: forms.office.com/e/eBjCaeikrE for
adult courses and visit: forms.office.com/
e/5Hm5QwnTRp for HE courses.

Attendees will not receive a ticket or
confirmation email upon registration - all
necessary details will be emailed closer to
the event date.

Go to: howcollege.ac.uk/about/open-
events/adult-and-he-open-event/ for more
on the adult and HE Open Event.
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Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium
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Worcester Road
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Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
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Eggciting Easter at Award Winning Avoncroft ot

8
Avoncroft Museum /. hidsStun
*Kids Go Free \d o 4 '\‘ YA
Egg Hunt, Easter Trail SR

12&13 161021
23 & 24 April

Miniature Train Rides
20 & 21 April
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WORCESTERSHIRE | 2024 /25 wmw ’ g

International Living History Festival Avoncroft =
Saturday 26 & Sunday 27 April 2025

: Experience the best in Living History from the Bronze Age to the Cold War
*Market Stalls *Hands on Activities *Living History Displays *Food & Drink

Book your early bird discounted tickets now www.avoncroft.org.uk

9 Avoncroft Museum, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 4JR




PAGE 26

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

The Standard, Friday April 11, 2025

Prime Minister hails importance
of local news at media reception

PRIME Minister Sir Keir
Starmer paid tribute to local
and regional media at a spe-
cial reception at 10 Downing
Street last Monday.

Around 100 journalists from
across the UK attended the
event, including Tristan Harris,
the head of editorial at Bullivant
Media Group Ltd and the editor
of the Kidderminster Standard and
the Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Redditch Standards.

After a welcome, Sir Keir spoke

about the journalists he had met
whilst on the campaign trail across
the country.

“There’s a sort of mixed feeling
because I've always felt that - and
I say this to Cabinet members -
you may think answering questions
in Parliament is the most difficult
thing you're going to have to do,
just wait until you get in front of
regional media because somehow
you always ask us the question that
we’ve been secretly hoping was the
one that wouldn’t get asked.

“But there is a really serious

point that underpins this because
nobody knows your local areas and
issues in the way that you do and I
don’t think there’s any other sort of
media outlets, interrogators, inter-
viewers who can put the questions
in the way that you do because you
understand what’s happening on
your patch the way nobody else
does.

“And in a sense, I think because
you're able to translate it into what
matters where you are, it makes it
more meaningful.”

He added it was important for
politicians to understand what mat-
tered to local communities.

“There’s no one more commit-
ted to shining the torch on those
issues.”

He also praised the local media
for running campaigns on issues,
such as knife crime, which, he said,
had always been an important part
of the job.

Sir Keir also said of local media:
“It’s such a force for good, and I
think respected by millions and
I strongly feel people go to their
local regional media as a trusted
source in a way that they don’t
quite believe they can get to a
trusted source elsewhere.”

He added he and his colleagues
always tried to reserve space for
local and regional media when out
and about.

He said the reach of local region-
al media going up was ‘a good news
story’ but added he understood

the pressure and the

challenges coming
up at the same time
was huge.

“Keep advocating
for your regions, §
because, obviously
here in Downing

Street is where we
have a laser focus
of communities that
you're advocating
for delivering on
their priorities, and
you must hold us to
account for that.”

He thanked the
local media for all
it did and added:
“Thank you for all
of the work that you
do holding us to
account.

“But as uncomfort-
able though it is it is really impor-
tant and it’s really important we're
open about that because particularly
at the moment, we have to remind
ourselves what living in democracy
really is, where politicians can’t just
say things and get away with it.

“They’ve got to say things, and
then they’ve got to face questions
of what they've said and particu-
larly when it’s put in the context of
local communities, local areas and
local regions.”

Tristan said: “It was heartening to
hear from the Prime Minister about
the value he places on local media

and papers and websites like ours.

“And it was great to get the rec-
ognition for what we do - my team
works extremely hard and these are
tough times for our industry - but it
is in everyone’s interests to have a
strong local press which supports
and champions its local communi-
ties whilst also holding those in
power to account.”

ABOVE - Standard editor Tristan
Harris at 10 Downing Street. s

LEFT - Sir Keir Starmer
addressed around 100 local
and regional journalists. s
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A care home?

Not when | can get such
wonderful care, at home!

Live-in care from Spring Retirement gives you the
practical advantages of a care home, without the
need to give up your home and everything you love
about it.

Spring Retirement provides much needed Respite care

To find out more call us on
01386 365 247 or visit
www.springretirement.co.uk

Live-in
Care

AFTER being happily married for 60
years and having downsized to a
retirement village, all Betty and Tom
wanted to do was stay together.

Two years after settling in, Betty began to
suffer from frequent falls, trips to A and E
became routine and Tom’s mobility declined.

After trying domiciliary care without success,
they faced the possibility of living apart and
Betty moving into a care home.

A family friend, who had used live-in care
for eight weeks after her hip replacement,
recommended Spring Retirement Limited.

Within 48 hours, their Care Manager, Matt,
developed a personalised care plan and
introduced Hazel, their perfect carer.

Hazel moved into the spare bedroom,
provided 24/7 care, and became a part of
their daily lives.

She was there for every
hospital visit and trip to the
local café, ensuring Betty
and Tom could stay
together and enjoy the final
chapter of their lives.

Live-in care from Spring
Retirement offers
professional, tailored
support and companionship
that allows you or your
loved ones to remain in the
comfort and safety of your

home, without the need to move into a care
home.

Small things like a cup of tea in your
favourite mug, or soaking up the delights of
the garden you’ve lovingly tended to over
the years.

An institutionalised care home is not the
only option for you or your loved ones.

Spring Retirement provides 24/7 expert, live-
in care nationwide with support for chronic
conditions like dementia and stroke recovery
and also provides post-hospital
rehabilitation and respite care.

Rebecca, Devizes said: "As a family, I cannot
begin to tell you what a relief it has been to
find such a dedicated care package that
allows my lovely Dad to stay in his home."

Visit: springretirement.co.uk.
or call: 01386 365247 to find out more.
¥ e g
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Birmingham Street, Stourbridge, DY8 1JE | 01384 848439 | www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk

AEG Motorhomes are delighted to announce  wmaomive:

Secan me

SWIFT OPEN WEEK
7th-12th April at AEG Motorhomes
Explore The Range

Available
Across the
ENTIRE Swift
Range

BEATEN ON
PRICE

We will match the price of a like-for-like campervan or motorhome, including the model and year. To qualify, you must provide a written
quote from a dealer. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotions or discounts. The price match applies to the vehicle
only and does not include accessories, services, or additional packages. The competing dealer must have the vehicle in physical stock at the
time of the quote. We reserve the right to withdraw or modify this offer at any time without notice.
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
N

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY
6 8 9 2

—L
(6)]
\l

w
N
(6)]
\o}
- W oo|o®

HARD

ACROSS DOWN

1. Quote (4) 1. Box (8)

3. Crusade (8) 2. Poisonous (5)

9. Harmful (7) 4. Agree (6)

10. Morning reception (5) > Lowes‘t R.AF
commission (5-7)

11. Ingrained habit (6,6) 6. Upside down (7)

13. Foreign (6) 7. Requirement (4)

15. Anew (6) 8. Agreeing by

chance (12)
12. Stormy (8)
14. Eye-specialist (7)

17. Irrational belief (12)
20. Distort (5)

21. Raise (7) 16. Declare (6)

22. Maim (8) 18. Angry (5)

23. Exceedingly (4) 19. Separate particular (4)
g
(e

9 6 £ 2

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Makeup bag contents

[L|STTTBUTOURELUE
IPIOONDNORCAGHS
PKCCSBSSCSNMELA
OWSUELURREAEYOB
EDSSEYSETWEDRAY
RTIHAEHZEELCMER
OKWODREPGLISESE
HLTINZEILOLHBRH
RPAOORRELSOPLUS
INDNRBEYISNAIES
MUOFOUGECNEORYE
ERERELALASPWBEH
AMNIREECNHCALAS
SRALEYNEORUFSLE
CALIPLIRCLEREEY

Solutions opposite

LADDER

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with
a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

6347 gives a bird;

9728 gives a second bird;

651172  gives a third bird.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

DIRT
Terrible
Goad
Time period
Moderate
Chew
BIKE

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

A?\

T P

Y

E R
CI|N

How you rate
15 words: average
20 words: good

25 words: very good
30 or more: excellent.

CODEWORD

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.
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7 Fee paid to a barrister, etc., for a right to their piomsso.) aﬁpa|Mou)| |esauan
services if required (8)
8 See 4 Across

9 &20 Down Author of the Famous Five and
Secret Seven series (4,6)

11 Of Spain and Portugal as one country (7)

12 &16Across  Constellation also known as the
Great Bear (4,5)

14,19 & 5Down British statesman who refused to
take the oath of supremacy to Henry VIl as head
of the Church and was executed for high treason
in 1535 (3,6,4)

15 Surname of the second president of the US (5)
16 See 12 Across

19 See 4 Across

21 Inthe Bible, the twin brother of Jacob (4)
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22 Angela ---, Irish television presenter (7) 8=97 's=57 ‘7=
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27 Short lyrical poem (6)
28  Short, devotional exercise in honour of the
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New electric SUV is Smart choice

SMART is once again redefining the premium
electric SUV segment with its UK debut of the

smart #5 BRABUS.

The new smart #5 BRABUS combines smart’s signa-
ture space efficiency, advanced connectivity and every-
day usability with BRABUS’ high-performance engineer-
ing, unmistakable aesthetic and individuality.

The smart #5 BRABUS seamlessly integrates strik-
ing design with cutting-edge electric drive technology,

“WANTED |

THE VERY
BEST CARS
& CLASSICS

We pay more for low miles, low
owner & full service history

Please call Dominic

07581 566064

Hagley Cars

_ Est. 40 years

delivering up to 475kW of power and a
responsive all-wheel drive system. The
Launch Mode enables maximum accelera-
tion, propelling the SUV from 0 to 62mph
in just 3.8 seconds.

Built on an 800-volt platform, the smart
#5 BRABUS supports ultra-fast DC charg-
ing of up to 400kW, allowing the 100kW
battery to charge from 10 per cent to
80 per cent (State of Charge) in just 18
minutes under optimal conditions. With
a range of up to 335 miles (WLTP), it
ensures exceptional long-distance capa-
bility. In addition, an exclusive BRABUS
driving mode delivers simulated engine
sounds.

Visually, the smart #5 BRABUS stands
out with its unmistakable 21-inch BRABUS
Monoblock Z wheels, distinctive red brake
calipers, and a refined, sporty exterior.
BRABUS branding and design elements
further highlight its performance DNA,
underlining the heritage of the German
luxury brand.

‘New flagship’

Dirk Adelmann, CEO of smart Europe,
said: “The smart #5 BRABUS is the new
flagship of our still young all-electric
product portfolio. “This vehicle embodies

our vision of electric performance and
redefines what customers can expect from
an electric SUV with powerful dynamics,
top connectivity features and the finest
interior craftsmanship for an unmatched
driving experience.

“With its advanced technology, the smart
#5 BRABUS sets new benchmarks across
segments and shows our commitment to
providing uncompromising electric mobil-
ity through a remarkable cooperation with
our long-standing partner BRABUS.”

Inside, the smart #5 BRABUS delivers
premium comfort with high-quality micro-
fibre seats featuring DINAMICA accents.

Heated rear and ventilated front seats
provide an enhanced experience, while
the Alcantara steering wheel with illumi-
nated BRABUS lettering adds to the luxury
feel.

A panoramic halo roof, microfibre roof
lining, sports pedals, BRABUS badges,
and Ambient Light+ lighting with 256 col-
our options further elevate the interior’s
refined atmosphere.

‘Exciting milestone’
Constantin  Buschmann, CEO of

BRABUS, said: “The world premiere of the
smart #5 BRABUS is yet another exciting

milestone in our partnership with smart,
showcasing what is possible when two
brands with clear, unique identities and
shared values bring together the best of
what they have to offer to create some-
thing extraordinary.

“As the most powerful electric SUV ever
in our joint lineup, it is all about pushing
our design and engineering to the abso-
lute maximum, delivering an electrifying
‘One-Second-Wow’ effect that truly stands
out.”

The smart #5 BRABUS is equipped with
state-of-the-art technology, including an
intuitive infotainment system with dual
13-inch OLED displays for the driver and
front passenger.

The Sennheiser Signature Sound System,
comprising 20 high-performance speakers
as well as a central lifting speaker, deliv-
ers an immersive audio experience. With
up to 1,190 Watts of output and support
for multiple formats, from stereo and sur-
round to full 7.1.4 Dolby Atmos, the sys-
tem delivers an adaptable and immersive
listening experience on the road.

The smart #5 BRABUS will be available
to order for UK customers starting from
Q4 2025.

The new smart #5 BRABUS.
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MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | CARPENTRY/ FENCING GROUNDWORK ROOFING
— [ = JOINERY E— CONTRACTORS T—
BEDS NEW Doubles [ USED Foldable Pool
ul S ‘'oldable Pool
SR | e e ATHER NMGUARD
hand ~doubles £49 for easy storage. Al types undertaken
Singles £29 Fridges | “BCE Table Sports 20yrs exp. ROO PRO ONA
£49 Freczers £59 [ Le Club”. Includes HG Carpentr No JoB Too SMALL
i 0 JoD (00 DIg 0
Can deliver 07703 2  complete sets Contact Daryl I | l
925662 of balls. One set . 00
conventional  and DOOrS & Interlors 01 527 526990 e 07847 898079 l
RECLINER CHAIR g ' g g
st et | oy e For a free quote d ALL ROOFII d d
reci!neHGhQ Man;ﬁ% and red), assorted Groundwork 4B I‘ pd s quo
recline chair £60 [ Cues +  bridge, GARDENING b
High seated chair | = chalks + 2 triangles. Groundworks & Civil Engineerin pe=
g‘;gm g;snéézdehver Collection from 0745421 4366 _SERWCES 20+ years &xp erie:cge 9 ecia all types of Roofing
Bromsgrove. £65.00 n n
ompiete 00 age e
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workouts nearly new | nStruction _manual o Driveways & Patios from tarmacadam to a' 174 (]
£25 07811002531 | —0UIBI363793 GARDENING block paving to porcelain OD .
COCO  Basket liner Tgﬁgﬁg?ﬁ' REdmg(; DECORATING & Specialists in plant care and pruning o Fencing & Garden landscaping including 0 e: U129Y 666
12in.  £1.00 14in. i
125 cach EMPOT | —7813637503 M * Grass Cutting decking & raised beds.
TRAY 18x9cm £2.00 STAINLESS sink with i i 0

each, Seed Tray 30p
each Phone 01905
778926

RATTAN Hanging
Baskets 12in _dia.
£1.25 each, Black

taps VGC £15 01527
66380

SKODA Fabia
Roomster wheel trim
set good condition
£15 07974822880

DA SMITH

* Hedge Trimming
* Regular Maintenance
Your local expert plantsman
33 Years Experience in Horticulture

FREE QUOTATIONS
:07572 070 226

DNBgroundw

utl

Plastic Hanging | FREE to collector Fire with a local major Garden Centre
Basket Ldin. iy | _wood 01527 526895 Ilﬂ:nn A'"Ins Rigistered Wit Corrier LANDSCAPING
£1.50 each Phone | TRAILER 4ft x 3ft —
01905 778926 galvanized steel CRB CHECKED ° FULLY INSURED
SET of 14 LH good condition £150
Golf Clubs Bag / ono 07933245121 " . 07814 510797
Accessories  Good | SMALL Counter / I I
Condition Taylor Cupboard Fridge n erlnr nx Erlnr
Made,  Gallaway, | H 20" x W 17” x D 01527 878965 1411 i e ey Sy
King Cobra £200 19” As New £75 i & . agreat rept to uphold and have over 20 years experience in ),
Tk 07819015716 | 07879015716 L H Reliable Friendly Service " T .
LU 0787015716 a"ll“l E ﬂen“ra““ !.ANDSC_AP'NG_ + Tree Work * Paving  Fencing * Artifcial Grass + Astro Turf + Patios
WANTED Fencing ¢ Slabbing ¢ Conifers
— Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds ¢+ Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped ¢ Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

Property Repairs

40 years experience

U731 680 633 - 1627 B3R22

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

Contact us today
treeandlands

Www treean

(1627 870914 0771 768 2616
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Awards double for
Harriers pair as
club target top spot

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL:KIDDERMINSTER
Harriers could move top of the
table with a win against Curzon
Ashton this weekend.

Harriers rescued a point in a 1-1
draw away at Buxton last time out
as Zak Brown scored a dramatic
injury-time equaliser at Silverlands
Stadium.

The result means Kidderminster
sit one point behind leaders
Scunthorpe United in the National
League North table.

Harriers boss Phil Brown won
the league’s manager of the month
award for March - his second acco-
lade of the season after also win-
ning the November prize.

And Kidderminster celebrated an
awards double as forward Ashley
Hemmings claimed the player of
the month gong after scoring 11
goals and two hat-tricks in March.

The draw against Buxton
stretched Kidderminster’s unbeaten
run in the league to 10 matches and
Brown praised his side’s mentality
for salvaging a point.

Brown said: “The pressure cook-
er situation just gets bigger and
better because it’s a waste of time
playing in a relegation battle.

“We showed a lot of character, in
the end we get ourselves a goal and

probably could have had another
one with the last kick of the game.

“It’s always, if’s but’s and may-
be’s, it keeps that unbeaten run
going and shows people we can
withstand the pressure, that’s the
key, that’s the message.

“Psychology plays a massive part
in pressure cooker situations, the
collective mentality was there for
everybody to see - we don’t want to
be beaten.

“It's a great point and it could
be the most important point of the
season. We're a point closer.

“I've got a group of players in the
changing room who wouldn’t mind
if it goes down to the wire.

“I've got players who play with a
lot of instinct and bottle and they’ve

workplace
technology
partner

Phil Brown is the National
League North’s manager of the
month for March. Picture courte-
sy of Kidderminster Harriers FC.

got a manager who has been there
and done it a couple of times.”

Buxton broke the deadlock with
just eight minutes left to play as
Cian Coleman curled a shot into
the top right corner from 18-yards
out.

However, Kidderminster equal-
ised two minutes into injury time
when Brown rose highest to head in
David Worrall’s cross from the left.

And Harriers spurned a golden
chance to win the game moments
later as substitute Ben Beresford
saw his sliding effort at the back
post held by Buxton goalkeeper
Paul Cooper.

Kidderminster host Curzon
Ashton on Saturday, April 12 with
kick-off at 3pm at Aggborough.
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Pears defy odds to draw
against Somerset in opener

CRICKET: ALAN Richardson praised
his side’s spirit after Worcestershire
CCC salvaged an unlikely draw against
Somerset in their opening County
Championship game of the season.

The Pears defied the odds to sur-
vive 200 overs in the second innings
with just five wickets in-hand on the
final day at Taunton.

A heroic innings from Matthew
‘Waite and battling century from cap-
tain Brett D’Oliveira inspired the visi-
tors to come away with a draw.

And head coach Richardson felt his
side left the game with a lot of pride
after showing great resilience with
the bat.

Richardson said: “We spoke at the
start of play about it being a great
opportunity to do something special
and the spirit shown by the players
against a very good side was tremen-
dous.

“I wouldn't go as far as to say it
feels like a win because we were out-

played for much of the game, but we
can take so much from the last day’s
efforts.

“To see so many players contribute
in different ways was really pleasing.

“These are the kind of days that
help build a strong squad culture.

“We've got things to improve on, of
course, but we leave this game with a
lot of pride.”

Waite finished unbeaten on 87 after
facing 319 deliveries while D’Oliveira
hit 121 from 340 balls.

The Pears closed on 485-9 after
they were bowled out for 154 in their
first innings.

Somserset declared on 670-7 after
Tom Banton produced the highest-
ever score by a Somerset batter in
first class cricket with 371 runs which
included 58 boundaries.

Worcestershire are next in action
against Yorkshire on Friday, April
11 with play to begin at 1lam at
Headingley.

Milestone for Lees in defeat

ELLIOTT Lees scored his 30th goal of
the season in vain as Bewdley Town
suffered a narrow 2-1 defeat away at
promotion-chasing Redditch Borough.

A brace from Sean Brain condemned
Bewdley to defeat after Lees had drawn
the visitors level before the break at
Cherry Tree Walk.

The result means Bewdley sit 10th in
the Hellenic League Division One table.

Redditch broke the deadlock on 16
minutes when Brain drove a low effort
into the net after Bewdley only half
cleared a free-kick.

Bewdley equalised on 39 minutes

when a Redditch defender went down
in the box and Lees took the ball
around the goalkeeper before finishing
into an empty net.

Despite furious Redditch protests,
the referee allowed the goal to stand.

However, Borough reclaimed the
lead on 69 minutes when Brain finished
through a crowd of bodies with Town
goalkeeper Kai Lloyd only able to parry
an initial effort into the scorer’s path.

Bewdley finish the season with a
home game against Abingdon United
on Saturday, April 12 with kick-off at
3pm at Ribbesford Meadows.

® SPORTS clubs and organisations
across Kidderminster, Stourport and
Bewdley can send in their stories for
the Kidderminster Standard print edi-
tion and the kidderminsterstandard.
co.uk website.

We would love to cover your events
and achievements.

Email: sport@kidderminsterstand-
ard.co.uk with the details, along with
contact information of how we can get
in touch with you if we need to.

We are excited to announce that Albion Meadows,
a new retirement development, will be available in
the Autumn 2024. Albion Meadows is situated in
the delightful village of Hanley Swan,
Worcestershire and comprises of one and two

bedroomed apartments offering independence with
the added comfort of 24hour support in a beautiful
countryside setting.
At Albion Meadows we aim to create homes that
have strong links with the surrounding community

e o -

MEADOWS

and a real sense of belonging. The development
itself is nestled in Hanley Swan, a quintessentially
English village, with a duck pond, well stocked
shop, and thriving pub. The village itself located
near to the historic Malvern Hills, an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, as well as the excellent
Three Counties Show Ground. Nearby is also the
delightful riverside town of Upton-Upon-Severn with
the M5 close at hand.
The aim of this community is to provide well-

-

SIXTEEN 1 & 2 BED
RIGTURIBMIENTT® ATPARTTMIIENTS

appointed homes rooted'in the surrounding
countryside with spacious balconies, an allotment
style garden, and easily accessible walks in the
meadows. The apartments themselves have
practical living at their heart, with easy access
shower rooms, a separate utility, ample storage
space and flexible rooms. All appliances come as
standard and are from high end brands. There will

also be an owner’s lounge, hairdressers,

restaurant, and gym on site.

¢

To register. early interest please contact us at enqulres@alblonmeadows.co uk
or. 01684 312140 or visit our website at www.albionmeadows.co.uk.




