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Youth group’s shock
as minibus is stolen

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

HEARTLESS thieves stole a
Kidderminster youth club’s
minibus as the group was put-
ting on its popular and packed
summer programme.

Two raiders targeted the KDYT
(Kidderminster and District Youth
Trust) premises around 12.35am last
‘Wednesday.

The pair broke into the vehicle
which was parked on the Youth Club
car park on Bromsgrove Street. One
drove it away and the vehicle’s num-
ber plates were found discarded in a
river near Tenbury but the minibus
itself has not been seen since.

The minibus allowed the local youth
charity to provide a range of trips
and residentials to young people and
the theft has meant it had to source
a temporary replacement for this
year’s summer events. The packed
programme sees young people visit-
ing attractions and taking part in a
range of activities.

The provision is so popular the
group filled both KDYT minibuses on
every trip with waiting lists operating
for more places.

KDYT works with young people
from across Wyre Forest, providing
mentoring, youth clubs, day trips and
residential weekends and also joins
up with a range of partner agencies to
ensure young people get the support
they need when they need it.

A total of 81 per cent of members
come from the top 20 per cent most
deprived areas of England, with 98
per cent of members joining KDYT on

the recommendation of their friends.
Cat Bennett, KDYT’s senior youth

worker, said: “The loss of the minibus
is upsetting for young people and the

KDYT team who are working hard
this summer - thankfully we have

been able to borrow a minibus from
Perdiswell Young People’s Leisure
Club which means we can deliver our
very popular summer programme.

“During this time we need two
minibuses to take young people to
activities.

“We have insurance but this is
a long process - another issue we
are facing is the stolen minibus was
in incredible condition with no rust
and only 26,000miles on the clock
- the insurance will only pay what a
standard 2008 minibus is worth, the
majority of these have high mileage,
and have been well used with damage
and lots of rust.

“We will not let the selfish actions
of a few ruin things for young people,
but we are facing a struggle to get a
bus as good as the one we lost.”

KDYT has been on the Jeremy Vine
Show on BBC Radio 2 to share its
story, during a phone-in about the
Ford Transit’s 60th anniversary.

The Trust celebrates its own 60th
anniversary in 2026 and describes
this as a ‘cruel irony’.

Anyone who can help the group
with a permanent replacement mini-
bus of similar standard to the last one
is urged to email KDYT’s operations
manager Mike Brooke at: m.oliver-
brooke@kdyt.org.uk or call him on
01562 228113.

Visit: kdyt.org.uk or facebook.com/
KDYTyouth for more on KDYT and its
activities.

KDYT’s minibus was stolen
last Wednesday and the group
is now hoping for help in find-
ing a replacement of the same
standard. s
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The Kidderminster Royal Marine Cadets is looking for new recruits

to join its ranks. s

s

Sign up to join their ranks

THE KIDDERMINSTER Detachment
of the Royal Marine Cadets is look-
ing for new members.

The group meets on Monday
and Thursday evenings at the
Kidderminster Army Reserve
Centre.

There young people, aged
between 13 and 18, can learn and
develop friendships, confidence
and an array of skills, including
leadership, that will last a lifetime.

Members also have plenty of

challenges and adventures along
the way.

Training is packed with activities,
including fieldcraft, map reading,
weapon handling, shooting, first
aid, waterborne pursuits and more.

No experience is necessary,
young participants just have to
have enthusiasm and commitment.

Email:  Kidderminster@acoy.
co.uk or message through via
- Kidderminster Sea and Royal
Marines Cadets Facebook page.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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All students off to
uni after top grades

YEAR 13 students at
Kidderminster’s Holy
Trinity School and Sixth
Form were celebrating yes-
terday (Thursday) when 100
per cent of those applying
to university secured their
preferred choices.

All students were rightly proud
of their achievements but among
the stand-out performances were
Miruna Butuc, who achieved and
Distinction* in business, an A

in psychology and a B in English

Literature, gaining a place at
the University of Nottingham to
study Politics and International
Relations.

Mehar Sammi achieved a
Distinction* in IT, a Distinction
in Business and a B in Psychology.
She will now study Occupational
Therapy at Worcester University.

Other university courses stu-
dents are undertaking include man-
agement at Warwicky, mechanical
engineering at Plymouth, environ-
mental studies at Nottingham, law
at Wolverhampton, computer sci-
ence at Brighton, games
art and design at Plymouth,
biomedical science at
‘Worcester and psychology
at Plymouth. One student

is joining the Navy.
| Head of sixth form,
Tamsin Fisher, said: “I am
very proud of this cohort
who have worked incred-
ibly hard, achieved some
very impressive results and
are going onto some equal-
ly impressive destinations.

“I am proud of the young
adults that they have
become and it has been
a privilege to watch them

flourish.

“I wish them all the best with
their next steps.”

Headteacher Ian Williams added:
“I am delighted at the outcomes
achieved by our sixth form stu-
dents and send my fullest con-
gratulations to them all.

“I would like to thank the teach-
ers, support staff and parents for
their commitment in encouraging
our talented students during their
time with us.

“We look forward to supporting
every student to a positive destina-
tion at university, college or in an
apprenticeship, further training or
employment.

“I know these young people will
go on to achieve great things and
make a positive contribution to
society in the future.

“Well done and good luck to
them all.”

The A level grades were coming
in as the Standard went to press -
visit: kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
for more on results day.

Some of the students from
Kidderminster’s Holy Trinity
School who received their
results yesterday. s
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OVER 55's LIVING

MEADOWS

Albion Meadows is situated in the delightful village
of Hanley Swan, Worcestershire. We aim to create
homes that have deep links with the surrounding
community and a real sense of belonging. Hanley
Swan, a quintessentially English village with a

close at hand.

town of Upton-Upon-Severn with the M5

duck pond, has many amenities such as a well-
stocked shop, and thriving pub.
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The apartments provide well-appointed
homes rooted in the surrounding countryside
with spacious balconies, a kitchen garden,
and easily accessible walks in the grounds.
The design of the new homes has practical
living at the heart, with easily controllable
underfloor heating throughout, level access
wet rooms, a separate utility and ample
storage space. All that modern retirement
living requires. There is also an owner's
lounge, hairdressers, restaurant, formal
gardens and gym on site for you to enjoy.

Looking for the perfect place to enjoy your
retirement? Albion Meadows offers spacious
one and two-bedroom apartments designed
for the active over-55s, providing the ideal
balance of independence and comfort with
24-hour support in a beautiful countryside
setting.

The village is located near to the historic Malvern
Hills, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
as well as the excellent Three Counties Show
Ground. Nearby is also the delightful riverside

PROBLEM? DON'T WORRY! &
Our Classified pages are full of &5 J
Experts waiting to help!
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Rapist sent
to prison
for 20 years

ARAPISTfromKidderminster
has been jailed for 20 years
after being found guilty of
two counts of rape and sexu-
al assaults.

Jose Martin Holden, 32, of George
Street, Kidderminster, was sen-
tenced at Worcester Crown Court
on Friday, August 1.

Holden was handed a 20-year
term plus five on licence for the first
count of rape, ten years for the sec-
ond count of rape and eight years
for assault of a female by penetra-
tion, along with two years for sexual
assault. The three latter terms are to
run concurrently.

Restraining orders against both
his victims were also put in place.

Holden was further ordered to
sign the sex offenders’ register and
to pay a victim surcharge of $190.

Det Sgt Poonam Parmar, from
West Mercia Police CID, said: “We
are pleased to get this lengthy pris-
on term for Holden whose preda-
tory sexual behaviour has caused so
much harm to his victims.

“We hope this conviction gives
them the chance to move on in
some respects of their lives and we
have supported them fully during
the court and prosecution process.

“I would personally like to pay

Jose Martin Holden.

tribute to their bravery in coming
forward and reporting his disgust-
ing actions and for working with us
to secure his conviction.

“We hope this will encourage
other victims of rape or sexual
assault to come forward and speak
to us.

“We will always listen to you, take
your concerns seriously and protect
you from predators like Holden.”

People who have been a victim
of a sexual offence can visit the
website at westmercia.police.uk
to report it. Alternatively, contact
Crimestoppers online via crimestop-
pers-uk.org or by calling 0800 555
111.

Kidderminster
Male Choir,
previously
performing
outside the
Railwayman’s
Arms at
Bridgnorth
station, will
be singing at
the VJ Day
anniversary
event.

Picure by
David Bissett.
s
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Ch01r lends its voice to VJ Day milestone

KIDDERMINSTER Male Choir
will join the town’s Royal British
Legion branch to commemorate
the 80th anniversary of Victory
over Japan Day (VJ Day).

At 6pm this evening (Friday,
August 15), the choir will be
performing in the Parish Church
of St Mary’s, Churchfields, to
honour the important milestone
of when Imperial Japan surren-
dered in the Second World War,

effectively marking the end of
the conflict.

A service of remembrance and
wreath laying will take place, fol-
lowed by an hour-long perform-
ance by the choir. Attendees will
hear a variety of hymns, such as
‘For the Fallen’ and ‘Let There
be Peace on Earth’ and there
will also be Elvis Presley’s ‘An
American Trilogy’ and even some
Paul Simon classics.

A spokesman for the choir
told the Standard: “We are
honoured to support the Royal
British Legion and to mark this
momentous anniversary in our
town.

“All are welcome to what will
be a respectful commemora-
tion and, through the power of
song, both a tribute to all those
who perished and hope for the
future.”

Service will mark 80th anniversary of end of war

TODAY (Friday, August 15)
marks the 80th anniversary of
the victory of Japan (VJ Day)
and there will be a service at
10.45am this morning outside
Bewdley Museum, followed
by refreshments at St Anne’s
Church.

As a mark of respect, the

VJ Day flag has been flown at
St Anne’s War Memorial from
Monday until today (Friday).
The memorial has also been
illuminated throughout the
week.

While VE Day (Victory in
Europe) marked the end of the
war in Europe in May 1945,

many thousands of Armed Forces
personnel were still engaged in
fighting in the Far East.

J Day marks the day Japan
surrendered, on August 15 1945,
bringing the Second World War
to a final close and will be
marked nationally by a two-
minute silence held at noon.
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(& :3 ROWBERRYS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5.00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

o5 The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003

Our Restaurant

serves a wide variety of
home-cooked meals, breakfasts,
puddings, cakes and afternoon teas

Family owned Farm Shop

We keep our

Home-Grown Lavender!
Were £3.25 each or 10 for £30

NOW 10 for £10!

ROWBERRY'S FARM BUTCHERY

Home-made sausages, burgers and a wide
selection of easy cook meals! Special offer

stocked with seasonal fresh fruit, vegetables

Hot food is served

8.30am till 3.30pm daily!

and grocery items.

Our deli is stocked with sweet treats,

savoury snacks and cheeses.

Our Butchery offers a wide selection of local &
British meats and we even have a fresh fish counter.

freezer packs available.

Fresh fish
now
available
7 days
a week!

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | €)Find us on Facebook




RESIDENTS in Stourport
and visitors to the town are
being urged to vote for their
favourite boat design in a
competition which runs at
Tontine Gardens.

The Emily Jordan Foundation
charity created the boats for
Stourport Forward and they
were then bought by businesses,
schools and community organi-
sations.

Participants were given free
rein artistic licence to design
their vessel on the theme of
‘what Stourport meant to them’.

People can now vote for their
favourite design between now
and September 23 either in per-
son on open days, using a voting
slip and ballot box, or online.

The competition began on
Monday and the remaining open
days are from 10am to 2pm on
Tuesdays, August 19 and 26 and
September 9, 16 and 23.

The boats can also be viewed

between 5pm and 10pm on
Thursday, August 28, and from
10am to 4pm on Saturdays -
September 6 and 13.

The event is one of several
projects by Stourport Bramble
which has received a three-year
funding programme from the
National Lottery Heritage Fund.

The scheme, which runs until
2027, is aimed at enabling
Stourport Forward, operated by
Stourport Forward, to organise
lots of projects to engage and
inform the local community with
the town’s heritage.

Gill Edwards, the project man-
ager of of Navigate Stourport,
said: “We have had some fan-
tastic designs and already had
hundreds of votes.

“Some of the designs are
focused Stourport in general,
while others have captured the
upcoming carnival centenary.

“The Georgian Canal is what
the town is built upon - we

are a canal town. Without that
waterway, there would be no
Stourport so engaging people
with our history is very impor-
tant.”

There are 10 boats in total
and the winning design will be
announced after September 23
when all the votes have been
counted.

The first prize being a free
trip for up to 12 people on the
Bramble working heritage boat.

The organisers are also plan-
ning, if there are more than 12,
to provide an activity for as many
people as were involved in the
winning boat design project.

Visit facebook.com/
FriendsBramble for more infor-
mation, to see the designs and
click through to vote online.

Alternatively, pay Tontine
Gardens a visit during the open
day times.
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o Floristry

BAUNTS

THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Caring for families for over 125 years.

Services including:
® 24hr Professional Services
¢ Bespoke Funeral Arrangements
¢ Local Direct Cremations
¢ Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles
e Complimentary Bereavement Counselling
e Memorials Stones

e Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Since 1900 The Gaunt Family have been providing a first-class
Funeral Service. The multi award winning Funeral Directors have
Funeral Homes across the Black Country

and Worcestershire.

For a full non-obligational quote, please
speak to one of our Funeral Directors

in Kidderminster on 01562 541 062

or in Stourport on 01299 879 090

or email

info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

SELECTED
Independent
JOMES®

FUNER/
Moy by Invitation

1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster, DY10 1JR. T: 01562 541062
107 The Birches, Stourport on Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 9NR. T: 01299 879090
E: info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk W: www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk
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Routine eye test
at opticians helped
save teen’s sight

A ROUTINE eye test at
Specsavers in Kidderminster
ended up saving the sight of
a teenager after a potentially
serious neurological condi-
tion was spotted.

It began when 17-year-old
Rebekah Chiad was taken for an eye
test at the opticians in The Swan
Centre after her mum Sarah noticed
her daughter was struggling with
headaches and increased fatigue.

Despite it being only 14 months
since Rebekah’s last routine exami-
nation, they were seen by optom-
etrist Christopher Robinson, who
has been testing the family’s eyes
for years.

Sarah said: “We always love visit-
ing Chris, he’s a safe pair of hands
and is so thorough.

“He’s also so empathetic and
understanding which really helped
given the results of Rebekah’s eye
test.”

During the examination, Chris
spotted signs which concerned
him and urgently referred Rebekah
for further investigation at
Kidderminster Hospital.

Chris said: “Having seen Rebekah
so recently, we were able to make
a really clear comparison between

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

the pictures we had of her optic
nerve from her last eye test and
how it looked on the day.

“I could see an almost haze
around the optic nerve and it also
appeared raised in the images — this
combined with her headaches and
changes to her vision were enough
of a red flag for me to want her to
get checked out.”

Within 20 minutes of arriving at
the hospital, Rebekah was referred
to the same-day doctor at Worcester
Hospital.

They immediately did a CT scan
and while Rebekah and Sarah we
were sent home afterwards, they
were told she likely had Idiopathic
Intracranial Hypertension.

She had a lumbar puncture the
next morning, which confirmed the
diagnosis.

Idiopathic Intracranial
Hypertension (IIH) is a condi-
tion where pressure inside the
skull increases without an obvious
cause.

It can lead to vision loss if left
untreated, making early detection
critical.

Sarah said: “Rebekah is so much
better now.

“It was amazing how quickly the
lumbar puncture got to work, the
relief was almost instant.

“We were told she may have
headaches or backache after the
lumbar puncture, but luckily she
hasn’t had either.

“The fatigue has gone, she’s
back to college and her energy has
returned which as her mum is so
wonderful to see.”

Sarah is now urging others to
‘listen to their bodies and what their
children are telling them’.

“When it’s your own child, you
really can’t put a price on getting
checked and being sure,” she said.
“Chris said he was just doing his
job, but it meant so much more to

S.

Chris added: “I'm so glad Rebekah
came to see us when she did and
that she feels more like her old self
again.

“Being able to help people is an
incredibly rewarding part of my job,
spotting signs that can make a real
difference to someone’s life.

“Cases like this highlight the
importance of getting your eyes
checked if you notice any differ-

Eagle-eyed optometris
save Rebekah’s
she had Idiopsz

ences, even if you're not due for a
test. While most of us experience
headaches at times, in the vast
majority of cases they are noth-
ing to worry about. But it’s always
worth getting things checked if
you're concerned.”
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Visit the store in Sainsbury’s for
more information or to book an eye
or hearing test.

Alternatively, call 01562 754241
or visit specsavers.co.uk/stores/
kidderminstersainsburys to book
online.

&LONDON

Sat 13 Dec ‘25, Sat 27 Dec ‘25

the dazzling Winter Wonderland, where

and Magical Ice Kingdom.

Your break includes

¢/ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with full
English breakfast

¢/ Free time in London for shopping
& sightseeing

Single Supplement £50

subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & cond

Visit us online at

justgoholldays com/OSG § N ¥

HYDE PARK WINTER WONDERLAND

Departing Sat 22 Nov ‘25, Sat 6 Dec ‘25,

Prepare for the high point of the festive season,

twinkling lights and rides illuminate Hyde Park in
a festive glow. As well as admission, we include
two attractions such as the iconic Ferris Wheel

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside

v/ Admission to the Winter Wonderland in
Hyde Park (includes two attractions such as
the Ferris Wheel & Magical Ice Kingdom)

For more information, or to book, please call

V&%Vl 03332 342 514 o056
S e

CHARMING CHESTER
Departing Tue 23 Dec ‘25

Discover the best the North West of England
has to offer at this festive time of year on this

delightful getaway.

Your break includes

¢/ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ 4 nights at a selected hotel in the North West
area (JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast.
Christmas Day includes breakfast, a
traditional Christmas lunch, Christmas cake

& a light evening buffet
Welcome drink
After-dinner tea & coffee

Pantomime ticket
Free time in Manchester

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS &

Light entertainment every evening

& SERVICE CENTRE LTD
(next to football ground)

ALL MOT’S £39.99
FREE RE-TEST

FREE COLLECTION &
DELIVERY FOR REPAIRS
AND MOT'S

Diagnostics, Clutches, Brakes, Steering, Servicing
ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS TO ANY

2 Days by Coach on@ £1 69

LERRA S

Excursion to Chester

5 Days by Coach OVL@ £419
Single Supplement £130
A @)

Holidays & the Associat on of
le st \onoured
pick up licn mdy incu a

bonded | ABTOT
Rolideys |

BRITISH
WV

n justgohols

VEHICLE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
e COMMERCIALS & CARS BOUGHT & SOLD

F@E@ﬂﬂﬁ@ﬂ

Unit 2 Steve Morris Buildings, Stadium Close,
Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY10 1NJ
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Car boot
sale to
help hall

THE NEXT
‘Wolverley
Memorial Hall car
boot sale will take
place tomorrow
(Saturday, August
16).

Access to the
field is from 7am.

Refreshments
will be available
from the Wolverley
Memorial
Community Cafe,
including hot food
and hot and cold
drinks.

The charge for
car boots is £8 per
regular sized car
but larger vehicles
will be charged
more.

The car boot sale
is run by volunteers
of The Wolverley
Memorial
Charitable Trust.

Donations, which
would be appreci-
ated by the organis-
ers, will help with
the hall’s upkeep
and ongoing refur-
bishment.

Visit facebook.
com/wolverleyme-
morialcommuni-
tycafe for more
information and
updates.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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An architect’s impression of how the front of the new-look Kidderminster Town Hall will look, and, right, the courtyard meeting space. Below, there will be
improvements to the main auditorium. Pictures courtesy of Kidderminster Town Council. s

Town Hall revamp
close to completion

THE MAJOR revamp
of Kidderminster Town
Hall is nearly complete
and is due to be reo-
pened in November.

The ongoing refurbishment
of the Grade II listed build-
ing has been described by
Kidderminster Council as a
‘game changer’ for the town.

The total cost of the work
is &§11.5million, with the
majority of cost covered
by &8.5million from the

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

Government’s Levelling Up
Fund

The rest of the significant
transformation has been
funded by the town council
through its own reserves.

Among the many improve-
ments will be brand new dress-
ing rooms for performers, a
reimagined cafe with flexible
indoor and outdoor group

entertainment spaces, mod-
ernised toilets and improved
accessibility throughout.

A new lift will also be
installed and there will be
enhanced disabled access,
along with energy efficient
upgrades throughout the
building.

The historic organ pipes
have also been restored, with
that work supported by the
National Lottery Heritage

Kidderminster Town Hall

manager Matt Smith said:
“It’s about the flexibility of
the space to make it more
commercially viable.
“Hopefully this will regener-
ate the town. We look forward
to welcoming the community

back to enjoy pantomimes,
live comedy, music, and a
wide range of community
events in this iconic venue.”
There will be several events
leading up to the official civic
reopening on November 7.

SET,
MARSH 2
_SHOW _

LIVESTOCK
FIRST PRIZE

Winaty sponsored by

www.moretonshow.co.uk

Saturday 6th
September 2025

Fun for all the family:
Broke FMX, Attwell Farm Park,
Premium Livestock Showing, Arena
Eventing Competition, Welsh Axemen,

Sheep Shearing Competitions, Vintage
Tractor Display, Top Show Jumping,
Oxford Sandy & Black Pig Display,
Rural Crafts & Fabulous British Food!

PLUS lots of free activities
for all to enjoy!

Showground Opening Hours 8.30 - 17.30

01.03.2025
—-31.07.2025

(2 adults & up
to 3 children)

The Cotswold property specialists

SCAN THE QR CODE TO
BUY SHOW TICKETS!

BUY TICKETS ONLINE:
www.moretonshow.co.uk
or call 01608 651908

- 05.09.2025

Butler Sherborn

01.08.2025
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£5m scheme
to upgrade

V ] 1
OPTICIANS Vision Labs
manufacturing centre in
Kidderminster, which
employs 350 people, is set
to undergo a &b5million
expansion and upgrade after
Specsavers confirmed the
investment.

Specsavers says the cash injec-
tion in the company’s supply chain
operation reinforces its commit-
ment to outstanding customer
service and long-term sustainable
growth.

The expansion will unlock addi-
tional capacity and mean the site’s
production increase incrementally
from 140,000 to more than 200,000
lenses per week, once the centre is
completed.

Labs

The centre produces prescription
lenses for more than 900 Specsavers
stores throughout the UK.

The major upgrade to invest
$bmillion over two years will roll
out new, state-of-the-art technology
that will streamline the manufac-
turing process, making better use
of space and materials. This will
enable Specsavers to meet, and get
ahead of, rising demand across its
growing UK business.

The upgrade is also expected to
result in a number of environmental
benefits, including more efficient
use of electricity, reduced water
consumption and a reduction in the
site’s overall carbon footprint.

And staff at the site will benefit
from improved working environ-
ments and updated amenities.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Lee Timbrell, director of European
manufacturing and distribution
operations at Specsavers, said: “The
announcement is an important mile-
stone for Vision Labs and marks an
exciting new chapter for the site
and its 350-strong team, who work
tirelessly to provide the very best
service to our stores throughout
the UK. This investment is a com-
mitment to them, to our customers
and to the future of Specsavers in
the UK.”

Robert Elliot, director of busi-

ness engagement and policy,
Herefordshire and Worcestershire
Chamber of Commerce, said:
“Specsavers has a long and proud
history in Worcestershire, and we're
delighted to see the business make
such a substantial investment in its
operations here in Kidderminster.

“This is a real vote of confidence
in the local economy and workforce,
and we look forward to continued
close collaboration with Specsavers
as they deliver this exciting next
phase of growth.”

Step out for a

A KIDDERMINSTER wellbe-
ing charity is hosting free
Nordic walking taster ses-
sions at the town’s Baxter
College throughout this
month.

Simply Limitless prides
itself on supporting the com-
munity’s help and hopes the

new activity and give Nordic

by Mia Sen-Gupta

sessions will help tackle lone-
liness and social isolation.
After the session from 10am
to 11lam today (Friday) at the
venue in Habberley Road, the
next ones will be between
1pm and 2pm on Thursday,

August 21, and at the same
time on August 28.

Nordic walking has many
benefits. It burns more calo-
ries than regular walking; it
is a great joint friendly full
body workout; it improves
posture, balance and core
strength, boosts mood and

walking a go

mental wellbeing and is social
and fun.

The activity is suitable for
all fitness levels, with no
experience necessary and the
poles are provided.

Spaces are limited. Call
01562 751144 in advance to
book a free slot.
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Electric car
firm to open
showroom

A NEW BYD showroom

is set to be launched in
Kidderminster and another
has already opened in Enville
Street, Stourbridge.

BYD is a motor manufac-
turer which prides itself on
providing the next generation
of hybrid and electric vehicles
(EVs).

It currently has a temporary
showroom in Kidderminster on
Worcester Road, next to where
the permanent one will oper-
ate from in around six weeks’
time.

At the temporary BYD show-
room, drivers will still be able
to check out BYD’s range of
electric and hybrids from sleek
sedans to SUVs.

The centre in Stourbridge
— and the one coming to
Kidderminster — will be state-
of-the-art showrooms but will
be more than that. The compa-
ny says they are hubs for green
innovation where customers
can explore the latest in EV
and hybrid technology.

Every detail has been thought-
fully designed to reflect BYD’s
‘Build Your Dream’ mission.

Managing director Jason
Pickerill said: “The showroom
is a reflection of BYD’s com-
mitment to sustainability, safe-
ty and smart innovation.”

The showrooms are also
hosting a Back to School event
which begins today (Friday)
and runs until August 25.

THE

JOFHNSONS

01564
510 307

@ Great value short breaks departing soon
® Limited availability

@ |deal for last-minute plans

@ Ccomfortable coach travel
® Quality accommodation
@ Easy booking by phone or online

Request your copy today or view it online at: www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk or scan the QR code.

As we always like to say... Travel with Johnsons - Travel with Friends!
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One Railway plan
given the go-ahead

THE ONE Railway project
will push the SVR towards
the next stage of its ambi-
tious restructure plans after
members of the Severn Valley
Railway Company Limited
(SVRCL) voted in support of
the plan.

The heritage railway announced
the proposal last December after
the pandemic and increased costs
had left it in financial strain.

Under the restructure plans, two
of the three legally separate enti-
ties that make up the SVR would
be combined to form a charitable
community benefit society.

In June, the shareholders of
Severn Valley Railway (Holdings)

by Mia Sen-Gupta

Plc, voted to support this con-
version, with the process already
under way.

And, on Saturday, at the compa-
ny’s annual general meeting (AGM)
at Kidderminster Railway Museum,
members voted overwhelmingly in
favour of the amalgamation.

It was a legal requirement for at
least 50 per cent of votes cast to be
in support for the resolution being
passed.

The chairman of the SVRCL,
Diane Malyon, together with the
rest of the board of directors, rec-
ommended members support the
resolution.

She said: “I am extremely pleased

at the strength of support shown
by our members for this second,
important stage of the One Railway
project and I would like to thank
everyone for taking the time, either
to attend the AGM or to vote online
in advance.

“At each stage, members have
examined the information present-
ed to them, engaging with it and
asking questions.

“Now they’'ve given their man-
date for the One Railway project to
proceed, this is a terrific validation
of the hard work that has been put
into this project by a dedicated
team of volunteers.

“The benefits and opportunity
the One Railway project potential-
ly brings to the SVR are hugely

4
the ‘One Railway’ proposal. s
exciting - it will bring improved
resilience, transparency and effi-
ciency.”

Charlie Wright, another direc-
tor of the SVR Company Limited,
played a leading role in steering the
project.

He added: “We knew from the
start that what we were propos-
ing was a dramatic restructure of
arrangements which were put in
place many years ago for what
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Members of the Severn Valley Railway Company Limited voted through

were, at the time, extremely good
reasons. However, we’re now oper-
ating in a very different commercial
and regulatory environment, and
it’s crystal clear that we need a radi-
cal change.

“With the backing of our mem-
bers, and the shareholders of the
owning and operating company,
we can bring about that change.
Now the next stage of hard work
begins.”

The Severn
Valley Railway
is in the
running for

a Visit 4
Worcestershire
Award.

Picture by Jack
Boskett/Jack
Boskett Media
Ltd. s

THE SEVERN Valley Railway
has been announced as a final-
ist in the Visit Worcestershire
awards.

Running through 16 miles of
beautiful Worcestershire and
Shropshire countryside, the
steam and diesel trains offer a
nostalgic journey back to the
golden age of travel.

The regional tourism awards
celebrate excellence in the
industry and this year Visit
Worcestershire has received

more applications than ever
before.

Jonathan ‘Gus’ Dunster,
the SVR’s managing director,
said: “The competition is very
tough.

“We're absolutely delighted
to have made it to the finals.

“We pride ourselves in
putting our visitors first,
whilst also keeping focus
on the history, passion and
commitment that have made
us ‘a leading standing-gauge

SVR named as finalist in Visit awards

steam railway’, according to
VisitEngland.”

The SVR has recently cel-
ebrated the return of trains
through to Bridgnorth follow-
ing an embankment collapse
in January, as well as the
‘Flying Scotsman’ reopening
the whole line.

Visit Worcestershire will
announce the award winners
at a special event which is
scheduled for March next
year.

<A
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KEMP quartet set
for marathon effort

KEMP Hospice has revealed
the four amazing runners
chosen to be the charity’s
first-ever to take part in the
TSC London Marathon.

The charity has places for runners
in the 2026 marathon, all sharing
the commitment to raise vital funds
for local people facing life-limiting
illness and bereavement.

Will, who is running in memory
of a relative who benefited from
KEMP’s palliative care services, is
looking forward to ‘finally being
able to tick the marathon of his
bucket list’.

Rachel has been documenting
her running journey on TikTok and

by Mia Sen-Gupta

will be running in memory of her
close friend. Rhys, who works for
KEMP’s charity partners, Harlow
Timber, is passionate about hospice
care and wants to give more to his
community.

The fourth selected for the
London Marathon is Sam, who is
an avid runner who participates
annually in KEMP’s Santa Fun Run
and is taking part in the upcoming
Worcester City Run — all to raise
funds in memory of his beloved
grandmother.

The charity said, with personal
targets of raising §£2,500 each, any

donations to the runners would be
greatly appreciated.

Aspokesperson for KEMP Hospice
said: “They’re not just running a
marathon - they’re running for a
cause that supports patients, fami-
lies and carers who are living with
life-limiting illness and bereavement
across the Wyre Forest and Tenbury
Wells. We hope you'll cheer them
on, support their efforts and maybe
even feel inspired to take on a chal-
lenge of your own.”

Anyone wanting to boost the
four’s fundraising totals can visit
justgiving.com/campaign/kemp
londonmarathon2026 for more
details.

Rachel, Rhys, Will and Sam will be the first runners to line up in the

2026 TSC London Marathon to raise funds for the KEMP Hospice. s

Heritage-style lanterns recreated to light up landmark bridge

‘BEAUTIFULLY’-CRAFTED
heritage lanterns have
been installed on Stourport
Bridge to restore the his-
toric charm of the iconic
landmark.

Worcestershire County ¥
Council is overseeing
the works, which include
repainting existing lamp
columns and installing
18 new lanterns — six on
the bridge itself and six
on either side along the
approach roads.

The new lanterns replace the
original Grade II listed fittings,

The historic bridge has had
new replica lanterns fitted. s

which were removed in 2024 due
to significant deterioration.
Temporary lighting has been

in place since
their remov-
al, while the
heritage-style
replacements
were carefully
manufactured.

Coun  Karl
Perks, county
council Cabinet
# Member with
Responsibility
for Highways
and Transport,
said: “Stourport
Bridge is one of the district’s
most cherished structures.

“These new lanterns honour
that legacy while bringing our
lighting standards up to date.

“This is a great example of how
we can protect our heritage and
meet modern-day expectations.

“We're grateful to residents for
their patience — it will be worth
it.”

Works began on Monday at the
Astley end of the bridge and has
progressed towards Stourport.
Installation was carried out under
temporary traffic lights, start-
ing with three-way lights for two
days.

That then switched to two-way

lights as work moved along the
bridge, with the entire opera-
tion expected to take a week to
complete.

The new lanterns have been
produced by the original manu-
facturer to ensure authentic-
ity and meticulous attention to
detail.

They incorporate modern LED
optics for improved energy effi-
ciency, frosted rear panels to
meet local ecology guidelines,
and reinforced spigots (the com-
ponent connecting the lantern to
the column) for enhanced dura-
bility.
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LEFT - A
Stourport crew
on the water in
glorious condi-
tions. s

RIGHT -
Bewdley’s
under-17

quad winners,
from left to
right: George
Garnier, Darcey
Bethell, Mati
Stendall and
Daniel Askey.
Picture cour-
tesy of Bewdley
Rowing Club.

SCULLERS of all
ages descended upon
Stourport Boat Club to
take part in the 149th
edition of the club’s
annual regatta.

The competition, which first
took place in 1876, attracted
a number of local clubs along
with scullers from London
and Truro among others.

A huge number of rowers
took to the water across two
days of action.

Home club Stourport
racked up 15 wins while
neighbours Bewdley claimed
eight victories.

Stourport Boat Club cap-

A large crowd gathered to watch the action. s

The Standard, Friday August 15, 2025

tain, Stewart Barnett, said: “It
was another brilliant regatta
with loads of positive com-
ments from our visitors on
the friendly atmosphere and
great organisation.

“Everyone chipped in and
everything ran smoothly. All
of us at the club feel proud to
have helped run a highly suc-
cessful regatta. It could be a
record year.

“Thank you to everyone
from me and the whole
committee. I hope everyone
enjoyed it whether racing or
helping out.

“Amazingly we also man-
aged another 15 wins - our

An oar-some day

best win tally of the season.

“There were some fantastic
performances all round and
once again it was great to see
the whole of the club repre-
sented from the development
squad, the junior squad and
all the seniors and masters.”

The pick of Stourport’s
wins saw the club’s junior
squads triumph in the wom-
en’s eight race and the wom-
en’s 2x event.

And Bewdley’'s junior
under-17 quad claimed their
first-ever race win at the
regatta in a boat donated to
them by a recently retired
crew.

INTEHNATII)NA[ METALS &
/7> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Cables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

: david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5Spm

" pound for £ the
are the best!

g@‘\
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sunset singing

A POPULAR event
which combines music
and trains returns to the
Severn Valley Railway
this weekend after the
success of last year’s
outing.

‘Singin” on the Train’,
which takes place tomor-
row (Saturday) and Sunday,
August 17, sees visitors board
charming steam locomotives
between Kidderminster and
Bridgnorth.

As they travel along the
line, they can step off at vari-
ous stations along the way
to enjoy the choir perform-
ances.

During sunset, an evening

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

In fine voice for

THE_ KINC
# CASTLE

This US Army Ambulance was one of the vehicles on display. Pictures by Neil
Gordon Media. s
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choir concert will bring all
seven featured choirs togeth-
er for a performance under-
neath the station’s glass
roof.

Food and drinks will also
be available throughout from
the award-winning King and
Castle pub not far from the
platform.

Lewis Maddox, the SVR’s
visitor engagement manager,
said: “Throughout the day,
stations along the route will
come alive with music, creat-
ing a festival atmosphere that
celebrates the best of choral
tradition.

“You might also want to

stop off at The Engine House
at Highley, where real ales
and hearty pub fare will be
served in a relaxed setting
overlooking the railway.
“Whether you're a music
lover, a railway enthusiast, or
simply looking for a unique
day out, Singin’ on the Train
promises a joyful celebration
of heritage and harmony.”
All-day travel is available
with a Freedom of the Line
ticket, though Short Journey
tickets are also available for

purchase either in advance

or on the day, with standard
fares applying.
Tickets for the evening con-
cert are booked separately.
Visit: svr.co.uk for more
information and ticket book-
ing.
A male voice choir in
full song outside the
Railwayman’s Arms
at Bridgnorth station.
Picture by David Bissett.
s

Visitors stepped back in time at SVR

HUNDREDS of people immersed them-
selves in classic cars and vintage vehicles
at the Severn Valley Railway’s latest event.

The much-loved Vintage Transport
Extravaganza took place on Saturday and
Sunday just weeks after the railway proud-
ly reopened its full 16.5-mile route from
Kidderminster to Bridgnorth.

At the event, billed as one of the most
exciting and nostalgic events of the sum-
mer holidays, enabled visitors to travel
behind beautifully restored steam and die-
sel locomotives.

They could hop off at stations along the
line to explore a stunning collection of vin-
tage vehicles.

The line-up boasted timeless motorcars
and motorcycles, gleaming buses, tractors,
lorries and more.

Lewis Maddox, the SVR’s visitor engage-
ment manager, said “The Vintage Transport
Extravaganza is one of our popular annual
events.

“This year included a variety of classic
vehicles from all eras, on display at our sta-
tions along the line, and vintage bus rides
from Bridgnorth Station for the first time.

“Over the two days the event was enjoyed
by hundreds of people admiring and enjoy-
ing seeing vintage classics in the setting of
a heritage railway, providing a great nostal-
gic atmosphere.”

MCK ROOFING

e Tile & Slate Roofs e Flat Roofs
¢ Roof Repairs » Fascias
e Soffits & Guttering
e Chimney Work

Based in Bently Heath, Soilhull

07562 728 379
07542 980 482
01564 651033

mckroofing1@outlook.com

e Pressure washing roofs to look like new

STOURPORT
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
CLUB

THE ROYAL BRITISH

LEGION

Members and Non-embers
Welcome

SUNDAY CARVERY
ADULTS £11.50
CHILD £8.50
SMALL CHILD £6
UNDER 5°S EAT EREE

\/

Bingo on Tuesday Evenings

Line Dancing
Weds and Thurs from 7pm

2 full size snoo

Saturday 16th Auéust )
BARRY VINCENT
Friday 22nd Aug ROB PITT

Friday 15th of August

Find the joker
and Bottle Tap Bmgo

J Madrl £4. 50 plnt » Guinness £4! 19 plnt
* Fosters £3.89 pint . |
GUEST ALES ; é
« Wye Valley HPA « Marston’s Ambers Holdens Golten ‘Glow
and Thatcher's Gold ALL'£3.80 PINT|\ '/

Function room 120 covers available to hire
Bar Food available Tues-Fri 5pm-8pm, Sat 12 noon-2pm

01299 822205 or 07973753005
9 Lichfield Street, Stourport On Severn DY 13 9EU




PAGE 12

FURNITURE
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Robert (far left) on holiday with his
Grandfather Bill Cole and other relatives.

Cousins Furniture Celebrates 40 Years:
The Future is Bright

This year marks 40 years of Cousins Furniture
furnishing homes across the Midlands, Shropshire,
and beyond. Join us in-store to celebrate our
heritage, reflect on the past, and look forward to a
bright future.

Cole of Bilston delivery truck circa 1970

A Century of Roots

Cousins opened in 1985, but its story began in 1921 when Bill Cole
founded ‘Coles of Bilston,” a reclamation yard turned thriving
business—complete with a private zoo! On August 17, 1985, cousins
Robert and Edward Shotton and William Cole opened the first
Cousins store in Tyseley, Birmingham, quickly becoming a
destination for families.

A Family Business

Cousins grew with the opening of a Dudley store in 1996. Today, it is
the Midlands’ largest family-run furniture retailer, still led by
Chairman Robert Shotton and his son John, who personally
oversee quality and value.

Robert & Edward Shotton along with Faith Brown Rose Shotton -Robert & Edward’s mother- cuts
at the opening of Tyseley store in 1985. the ribbon at the opening of the Dudley store in
1996.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

COUSINS
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Expansion & Innovation

In 2020, Cousins acquired former Alan Ward stores in Shrewsbury
and Newcastle-under-Lyme, fulfilling 1,000+ outstanding orders
and expanding reach. Distribution centres in Oldbury and
Shrewsbury now serve the Midlands and Wales with fast delivery.

Trusted for 40 Years

Partnering with leading British brands like Parker Knoll, G Plan,
Frcol, ViSpring, and Hypnos, over 60% of Cousins’ customers are
repeat buyers or referrals—proof of lasting quality and service.

Always Moving Forward
Cousins adapts to evolving lifestyles with bespoke made-to-order
ranges, a growing online store, and in-store features like the Deja
Brew café (Shrewsbury), accessories, and flooring—everything to
furnish a home under one roof.

After the refurbishment of Tyseley store in Cousins 38th Anniversary - Shotton family.

1997.

A Bright Future

Recent refurbishments include a new Dudley entrance and ongoing
upgrades in Shrewsbury and Tyseley. “People need to be inspired
when shopping,” says Chairman Robert Shotton.

Commitment to Sustainability

Cousins recycles 1,000+ beds, uses low-emission vans, has installed
solar panels, provides EV chargers, and offers FSC-certified
reclaimed furniture—furnishing homes responsibly for the future.

Visit Cousins in Birmingham, Dudley,

Newcastle-under-Lyme, or Shrewsbury to celebrate
40 years and create a home you'll love.

New modern entrance at Dudley store completed 2024.
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Interest
| Free Credit
Available

Tyse!

ANNIVERSARY OFFERS THROUGHOUT THE STORES

COUSINS| e

FURNITURE
cousinsfurniture.co.uk

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE: Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE Cash price £1,200. Interest rate 0% fixed. £300 deposit, then 12 of £75 (0% APR
Offer not available on clearance items, or in store concessions.
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Happy to follow a

club where there

Chris Oldnall has been follow-

ing his home-town football club
Kidderminster Harriers since the
early 1960s and he has also been
chronicling their fluctuating fortunes
for around 60 years.

Here, Chris brings us his first
taste of nostalgia on the Harriers in
our new monthly feature ‘Harriers
Heritage’.

FTY years ago David
Beckham was born and foot-
ball crazy Rod Stewart topped the
charts with his classic hit single
‘Sailing’.
And I could pop down the pub and
buy a pint of beer for around 20p!
But that’s not all — I also had
the chance to boost Kidderminster
Harriers’ funds by purchasing their
first ever Year Book, which I did
loyally having been following the
Harriers since the beginning of the
previous decade.
In 1975 the club produced an
informative publication in a bid
to ‘bring itself to the public of

Kidderminster through something
tangible and useful’.

And this week I unearthed
my well preserved copy of
this book which certainly
brings back a lot of fond
football memories from the
1970s.

The book kicks off with
an introduction from the
Aggborough-based club’s
then programme editor Jeff
Baker.

Life-long supporter Baker
wrote: “Aggborough has, for
many inhabitants of this famous
town, been the place to spend their
Saturday afternoons, the place where
the pent-up emotions of the working
week have been let loose, the place
where they can shout praise and
abuse (within reason) at the play-
ers and officials and then go home
to their tea, happy or disconsolate
according to the result.”

Half a century on and nothing much
seems to have changed as Harriers
again do battle in another National
League North campaign after miss-

home to Chester.
‘When the Year Book
was published the club were perform-
ing in the Southern League Division
One North under the guidance of
player-manager Stan Jones and his
assistant Ron Whitehouse.
Opposition teams we then did bat-
tle with included Redditch United,
Cheltenham Town, Bedworth United,
Merthyr Tydfil, AP Leamington,
Banbury United, Bromsgrove Rovers,
Barry Town, Stevenage Athletic, Bury
Town, Wellingborough, King’s Lynn,
Dunstable and Worcester City.
Aggborough chair at the time was
Bill Greaves who penned a heartfelt
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More memories will be made at

Aggborough during this season which
is now under way. Picture courtesy of

Granite Stand

foreword in the book which high-
lighted his beloved club’s precarious
financial position.

He wrote: “Unfortunately the gen-
eral decline in public support for
professional football, coupled with
the problems created by national
inflation, has hit the finances of the
football club severely and it is only by
organising fund raising projects such
as this publication that we can hope
to continue the service to which we
are all so dedicated.

“The existence of a successful
professional football club plays an
important part in the presentation
of the town's image to which it is
attached, and there can also be a
number of by-products from which
local industries and trades people
may benefit.”

Kidderminster Harriers FC. s
> |

www.purplegranite.

Several companies and businesses
in the area responded to the club’s
rallying call for support by advertis-
ing in the book.

They included Leswell Building
Supplies Ltd., Wright's Sports
Shop, Worcestershire Gunsmiths,
Comberton Garage Ltd, Vernon
Electric Ltd, Austin Bros
(Kidderminster) Ltd, GT Cheshire
and Sons Limited, Kidderminster
Glass Co, Greenhill Service Station,
Edwards Bros, Brintons Carpets, H
Ingram and Son, Harrison’s Service
Station and the Sun and Slipper Inn.

But, although the world of football
has changed in many and varied ways,
Harriers continue sailing along mak-
ing lifetime memories — and hopefully
talent spotting budding Beckhams of
the future.
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TURKEY & TINSEL

Departing Mon 1Dec ‘25

days away!
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ After-dinner tea and coffee

¢/ Light entertainment every evening

¢/ Excursions to Canterbury & Rochester
Optional excursion to Sandwich (£11pp)

Single Supplement £80

For more information, or to book, plea

e

FOLKESTONE & CANTERBURY

It’s time to Jingle All the Way to Folkestone and enjoy some
pre-Christmas festivities at our fabulous hotel! With plenty of
delicious Christmas food, a 2 for 1 bar offer and entertainment
throughout our stay - we can be certain of a fantastic five

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport v
¢ 4 nights at the Grand Burstin Hotel, Folkestone (JG2 rating) with

dinner & breakfast (includes traditional ‘Christmas’ dinner) v

¢/ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks v

v

v

5 Days by Coach 0!/(@ £259

342514

CANTERBURY
CHRISTMAS MARKET & FOLKESTONE

Departing Fri 14 Nov ‘25

The Edwardian harbour town of Folkestone and the classic
backdrop of Canterbury provide the whimsical settings for
a festive breakaway to Canterbury Christmas Market, full of
delightful treats to kick off your Christmas season.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

3 nights at the Grand Burstin Hotel, Folkestone (JG2 rating) with
dinner & breakfast

2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
Entertainment every evening

Free time in Folkestone

Excursions to Sandwich & Canterbury

4 Days by Coach otflfg 5219

Single Supplement E60

or visit us online at

Reader Travel

LIVERPOOL &

mulled wine?
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¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport
v/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG2 or JG3 rating) with breakfast
v/ Visits to Liverpool & Manchester Christmas markets
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Single Supplement £40

MANCHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKETS
Departing Sat 13 Dec 25

Experience the charm of Liverpool and Manchester’s
enchanting Christmas markets and wander through glowing
stalls of quirky keepsakes and stocking fillers. Why not delight
in some tasty treats while sipping on delicious aromatic
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Battling to save parts of town’s
hotel after devastating blaze

The Standard, Friday August 15, 2025

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

‘KEY ELEMENTS of the original former
Raven Hotel can be saved’ - that was
the view of Historic England which
visited the site on Wednesday after
the devastating fire which destroyed
the building.

The blaze ripped through the centuries-old

-

Ricturelby; Paul Harley S

structure on Sunday with fire crews spending
hours overnight and into the next morning to
extinguish the blaze.

Two teenage girls, aged 13 and 14, were
arrested on suspicion of arson and have since
been released on bail.

On Wednesday, Wychavon District Council
met at the site with representatives from Historic
England, structural engineers, building survey-
ors, Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue
Service and West Mercia Police. A representa-
tive for the former hotel also attended.

Wychavon has also commissioned its own
structural engineer who is preparing a detailed
report due to be completed shortly.

The immediate priority is to make the site
safe which will involve fencing off the area to
protect the public and the controlled demolition
of those parts of the hotel that pose a safety
risk. This will safeguard the historic elements
which remain.

Some residents have asked why the council
had not made a Compulsory Purchase Order
(CPO) for the site.

In response, the authority said CPOs could
only be used as a last resort, requiring a robust
legal case which could take up to two years to
complete.

In this instance, the owner had planning
permission granted three years ago and had
publicly confirmed its intention to bring the site
forward for development, including at the South
‘Worcestershire Development Plan Examination
earlier this year. This meant the legal threshold
for a CPO was not met.

The building has always remained in private
ownership and responsibility for its mainte-
nance and security lies with the owner

Wychavon has monitored the Grade II listed
building and issued the owner with a court
order in November under Section 77 of the
Building Act 1984 to make the site safe.

Work that was ordered to be done was due
to be completed this month and the council
will still recoup the cost of this work from the
owner.

‘Wychavon District Council leader, Coun
Richard Morris, said the fire had been a ‘deeply
emotional moment’ for the community.

“This building is woven into Droitwich’s his-
tory, and I know how many treasured memories
are tied to it.

“To see it in this state is devastating, and I
completely understand the sadness and frustra-
tion people are feeling - I feel it too.”

He added the owner had committed to rede-
veloping the site and constantly reassured that
commitment.

“Our focus now is on protecting what can be
saved, working hand-in-hand with the owners,
Historic England, heritage bodies and our com-
munity to make sure the Raven’s story contin-
ues in some form for future generations.

“T'm grateful to everyone who has been work-
ing tirelessly since the ﬁre your efforts mean
a great deal to our town.”

As the structural and conservation assess-
ments are finalised, Wychavon said it would
continue to play an active role in discussions
about the site’s future.

N WILSON
® SECURITY

7~ SYSTEMS
KEEPING YOUR FAMILY HOME SAFE & SECURE

Wilson Security Systems is a family owned business
based in Worcester.

Stay Secure This Spring & Summer!

Why Choose Us?
* New Customers Welcome!
Experience personalised service from our dedicated family team.
« Existing Systems Serviced:
We provide expert maintenance and upgrades for your current setup.
« Spring & Summer Solutions:
Keep your home protected while you are on holiday.

Get in touch for FREE advice & a no obllgatlon quote
SSAIB

e 01905 864182 - 24anhrs

wilsonsecuritysystems.co.uk x | Jo Jin

HIKVISION

MMJ' ER ALARMS - CCTV - SECURITY.LIGHTING
ALLATIONS - SOLURONS {A:INTENANCE & SERVICING =

WSS Lid are a SSAIB
Registered firm

UNCOMPLICATED SECURITY FOR COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND
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From Results to Next Steps:
Drop into HoW College’s
GCSE Advice Cafes!

Heart of Worcestershire College (HoW
College) are opening the doors this August
for their informative GCSE Advice Cafes!
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Taking place across the Worcester, Redditch and Bromsgrove campuses on the 21st, 22nd and 26th
August, these drop-in events are perfect for those who have taken their GCSEs this summer and are
wondering what comes next.

Whether you’re considering an apprenticeship, T Level or vocational course, HoW College’s academic
and business support staff will be on hand on all three days to talk through your results, explore
options, help you find the best course and offer expert advice and guidance on your next steps.

Whilst you’re there you can also take a look round the College’s state-of-the-art facilities and get a
feel for where your next chapter could begin.

When: Thursday 21st August - 10am - 8pm
Friday 22nd August - 10am - Tpm
Tuesday 26th August - 10am - Tpm

Where: Redditch, Bromsgrove, Worcester
campuses

Who: Anyone who has taken their GCSEs
this summer

/7%
HoW College is the largest further education /
college in Worcestershire, offering a wide range 4 \a

of post-16 options from apprenticeships and \

T Levels to vocational courses. With courses in - }»
everything from art and design, hair and beauty
and computing to public services, travel and
tourism, sport and more, HoW College offers

pathways for every career goal.

ip
Y

HOWCOLLEGE.AC.UK
#SHOWYOUHOW ® e WORCESTERSHIRE
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The fine art
of winning

VISITORS to this year's
Worcestershire Open Studios event
are in with a chance of winning a
§£250 voucher to spend on an artist
of their choice.

Those who make a trip to one of
the 167 studio spaces hosted by
artists for the event can complete a
short visitor feedback survey to be
entered into the prize draw.

“We hope that this year’s event
will attract a great turn out,” said
event organiser and featuring artist,
Gemma Griffiths.

"It’s a fantastic free opportunity
not only to support the county’s
growing artistic community but also
to visit some truly lovely rural loca-
tions and to see the inside of some
fascinating buildings ranging from
a famous Worcester townhouse,
once visited by Elgar, through to
a charming converted pigsty and
everything in between.”

“We know wherever visitors
choose to go that a warm welcome,
some great art and a truly inspiring
creative experience awaits them.”

Worcestershire Open Studios is
returning for its 10th anniversary
with August Art Week — a showcase
of artists and makers across the
county who will open their creative
spaces for visitors completely free.

The art week, scheduled for
August 16 to 25, will feature a
diverse ranges of artists and makers
with painters, printers, sculptors,
ceramists, jewellers, calligraphers
and lots of other disciplines repre-
sented.

Visit www.worcestershireopens-
tudios.org/ for more information.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Police events offer range
of advice against crime

WORKING in partnership to
drive down emissions, Police
and Crime Commissioner John
Campion and West Mercia
Police are aiming to be a Net
Zero police force before 2050.

Events took place at police HQ
and Redditch Police Station last
week for National Cycle to Work
Day, and focused on supporting
police officers and police staff to
commute to work in an environ-
mentally friendly way.

It included a range of stalls
which gave them tips on how
to cycle safely and how to deter
theft through technology like
SmartWater, as well as an oppor-
tunity to get behind the wheel of
electric cars.

These events are just one part
of the ongoing work taking place
to support behaviour change to
ensure all parts of the organisa-
tion, from the workforce to the
estate, do all they can to reduce
the environmental footprint of
policing to benefit local communi-
ties and the planet.

PCC John Campion said: “I
know the public expects a police
force that rises to the challenges
of the day, and there are few more
pressing than environmental sus-
tainability.

“That’s why, as set out in my
police and crime plan, I am
focused on ensuring policing in
West Mercia is playing its part
and that includes supporting and

Al A

Events included a range of stalls whic!

encouraging our workforce to take
up greener methods of transport.

“This is of course only one part,
and that’s why we continue to
make progress to transition our
fleet to electric, reduce emis-
sions through our estate, and cut
waste.”

Superintendent Stuart Bill, West
Mercia Police Force Operations,

said: “All road users have a right
to feel safe on the roads and
recent changes in the

Highway Code now place great-
er responsibility on motorists to
ensure they are doing all they can
to keep cyclists safe.

“Using a bike is not only more
sustainable and good for the envi-
ronment, it’s also an effective way

h gave them tips on how to cycle safely. s

to improve your general health
and well-being.

“Cycle to Work Day has been
a fantastic opportunity to show-
case the facilities, technology, and
equipment available to support
the workforce in commuting tc
work in a healthier, safer, and
more sustainable way, be that
using a bike or electric vehicle.”

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

WINDOWS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

or 6

months after installation,

spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 886750

SSTARWINDOWS.CO.UK

DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES
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Firms in line
to land awards

OVER 50 businesses are set to battle
it out to be crowned best in class at
this year’s Visit Worcestershire Tourism
Awards.

52 of Worcestershire’s leading tour-
ism businesses have been shortlisted
for the annual Tourism Awards, which
recognise the dedication, creativity, and
exceptional visitor experiences offered in
‘Worcestershire.

All shortlisted business now progress
to the next stage of judging, which
includes site visits by independent indus-
try experts.

As well as competing for local recogni-
tion, winners could go on to represent
‘Worcestershire on the national stage at
the VisitEngland Awards for Excellence.

Last year’s local winners included Plum
Tree Glamping, The King’s Arms, and
Stanbrook Abbey Hotel. Abbots Grange
Manor House and Andrew Hurley from
Avoncroft Museum achieved further suc-
cess, receiving national recognition at
the VisitEngland Awards following their
regional wins.

Councillor Alan Amos, responsible for
business and skills at Worcestershire
County Council, said: Tourism in
Worcestershire is thriving.

“These awards recognise the business-
es that go above and beyond to create
exceptional visitor experiences, and I am
delighted to see so many showcasing the
very best our county has to offer.”

The upcoming event will mark the fifth
annual ceremony, and this year, Acorns
Children’s Hospice has been named as
the official charity partner.

Winners will be announced at a glitter-
ing black-tie awards ceremony on Friday,
March 20 2026, at the Three Counties
Showground in Malvern.

Visit visitworcestershire.org/tourism-
awards/ for more information.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Working with businesses
to tackle the skills gap

BUSINESSES across
Worcestershire are being
urged to take advantage of
Skills Bootcamps - flexible
training programmes designed
to upskill staff, fill skills gaps,
and support long-term growth.

Funded by the Department for
Education and managed locally by
Worcestershire County Council,
Skills Bootcamps are part of the
national Skills for Life scheme and
play a key role in the Talent and
Skills support offer for employ-
ers, co-promoted through the
‘Worcestershire Growth Hub.

Skills Bootcamps offer free or
heavily subsidised training tailored
to employer needs across priority
sectors such as construction, dig-
ital, engineering, and health and
social care. These programmes
offer a practical route to develop-
ing your workforce - whether to
overcome recruitment challenges
or retain talent through upskill-
ing.

Coun Alan Amos, Worcestershire
County Council cabinet member
with responsibility for business
and skills, said: “Any business
serious about staying competitive
should be using Skills Bootcamps.

“These courses aren’t tokenism,
they’re not flat-pack, off-the-shelf,
one-size fits all - they are spe-
cific, targeted, employer-led train-
ing programmes that deliver real
results.

WORCESTERSHIRE!
Why should

do a FREE

+ You will learn skills for life
You can reskill or upskill for a
“hetter career or job potential
ou can complete them in
s than 16 weeks

It will lead

to an interview

upon completion
u will boost your CV
+ There's loads to choose

from!

ey are FREE to do for

“If we want Worcestershire
to grow stronger economically,
something I am passionate about,
then we must ensure our local
workforce has the practical skills
businesses actually need.

“Skills Bootcamps do exactly
that — they give employers the
edge while helping people step up
into better jobs. It's a win-win for
growth, productivity, and long-

term economic success.”

Abigail Jones, Skills Bootcamps
manager at Worcestershire County
Council, added: “It’s great news to
welcome even more training pro-
viders into the Skills Bootcamps
‘family’, it means we can offer
more training to individuals and
to Worcestershire businesses.

“What makes Skills Bootcamps
so effective is the way they're

PAGE 19

Abigail

Jones, Skills
Bootcamps
Manager at
Worcestershire
County Council
with one of

the new Skills
Bootcamps
providers, RMF
Training. s

built in direct response to employ-
er demand.

“We work closely with providers
and businesses to ensure every
course is practical, purposeful,
and designed to have an immedi-
ate impact in the workplace.”

Email info@worcestershire-
growthhub.co.uk or call 01905
677888 for more information.

A ARROW VALLE)Y
AN VISITOR CENTRE

THE BOATHOUSE

AT THE ARROW VALLEY VISITOR CENTRE

arrowvalley.co.uk
BATTENS DRIVE, REDDITCH, B8 OLJ
f @AVVCRedditch (¢ @theboathouseavve
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Searchersi&Hollics
b CXPERIENCE

s

The Best Of Both Worlds

The Searchers and Hollies Experience.....The best of both worlds brings to the
stage the magical hits of these two legendary harmony bands. Bringing back memories
of the most high energy decade in pop music history. Let the haunting melodies
transport you to that exciting era when millions of records were sold.

Over 30 hit songs are performed in this exciting 2 hour tribute show

Needles and pins / He ain "t heavy he 's my brother / Sweets for my sweet / Just one look / Sugar and spice / Stay /
When you walk in the room / Here | go again / Don 't throw your love away / Bus stop / Goodbye my love /
Long cool woman / Love potion number 9 / Sorry Suzanne / Have you ever loved somebody / | Can 't let go /
Saturday night out / Yes | will / Someday we "re gonna love again / Jennifer Eccles /

Somebody told me you were crying / | m alive / Stop stop stop

Plus many many more.

www.searchersandholliesexperience.com

Artrix, Bromsgrove
Thursday 4 September 2025, 7:30pm

ARTRIX hses
Box office 01527 361324

artrixbromsgrove.co.uk
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Adyvice is

VISIT Worcestershire, in partnership
with Worcestershire County Council,
has launched a new round of special-
ist one to one business consultancy
designed specifically for the tourism
sector.

This latest phase of free business
support builds on the success of
previous programmes, which have
helped 97 small to medium-sized
tourism businesses across the coun-
ty over the past four years.

Tourism businesses are now invit-
ed to get expert hands-on support on
key areas such as team development,
marketing, and business growth.

Coun Alan Amos, cabinet mem-
ber with responsibility for business
and skills at Worcestershire County
Council, said: “Tourism plays a vital
role in Worcestershire’s economy,
supporting jobs, local pride, and
year-round activity. Giving business-
es the support they need to improve
and adapt is key to long-term suc-
cess.

on offer

“That’s exactly what this pro-
gramme delivers — practical steps
that strengthen our visitor economy
and our wider growth ambitions.”

Honeybourne Pottery, a hands-on
clay workshop and popular visitor
experience, is among the businesses
that benefited from the previous
programme.

Alan Cusack, Owner of
Honeybourne Pottery said: “The sup-
port from Visit Worcestershire has
been fantastic and has played a key
role in helping us refine areas of our
business strategy and future plans.

“The insights and networking
opportunities have provided us with
practical strategies to grow and con-
nect with more visitors. We’d abso-
lutely recommend the programme
to other local businesses looking to
develop and thrive.”

Visit visitworcestershire.org/trade/
tourism-consultancy for more infor-
mation.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Sports groups can
tap into support

A PROGRAMME of free support
efforts is being made available
to sports clubs and organisations
across Worcestershire.

Active Herefordshire and

Worcestershire’s Sport Welfare offer §
ensures any club in need of guidance *
when it comes to the welfare and |

safety of its members is available.

This support comes as part of the
wider Sport Welfare Network, which
has been launched across all 43
Active Partnerships in England.

As part of the offer, clubs and
organisations in the sport and physi-
cal activity sector can access appro-
priate advice and guidance, local
training opportunities and events,
signposting to relevant assets and
access to networks where best prac-
tice is shared.

Emily Griffiths, Sport Welfare
Lead at Active Herefordshire and
Worcestershire, said: “We want
clubs and organisations deliver-
ing sports and physical activity to
children, young people and adults
across the county know that we are
here for them.

“Things such as general advice,
support with policy and procedure,
creating of resources and signpost-
ing to proper channels and train-
ing opportunities are all things we
can support with. We are incredibly
enthusiastic about the brilliant work
in the sector that takes place across
the counties, and this support is to
help ensure that good work can con-

tinue in the best possible way.”

Since establishment, the Sport
Welfare offer at Active Herefordshire
has provided specialist support
directly to clubs and organisations,
funding for training courses, and
has provided presence at nation-
al panels for governing bodies to
impart key information about wel-
fare and safeguarding.

Stephen Brewster, Chief Executive
Officer at Active Herefordshire
and Worcestershire, said: “We are
proud of the support that we can
offer through our Sport Welfare
offer. Welfare and safeguarding are
instrumental to the running of any
successful group or organisation,
and specialist advice is available to
all operating in this space across

Sport Welfare

| lead, Emily

i Griffith, talk-
ing to athletes
at the British
Wheelchair
Basketball
Junior
Championships
in Worcester.

both counties.

“We encourage clubs, governing
bodies and organisations operating
throughout the two counties to uti-
lise the support.”

After the Whyte Review in 2022,
Sport England and UK Sport com-
mitted to a number of actions in
UK Sport and Sport England’s
Responses to the Whyte Report
including the embedding of the
Sport Welfare Network.

Active Herefordshire and
‘Worcestershire also oversees a vari-
ety of initiatives across the two co
unties including the School Games,
This Girl Can and more.

Visit www.activehw.co.uk/sport-
welfareor email activehw@worec.
ac.uk for more information.

‘7/ze New

WESTON SUPER-MARE

FANTASTIC FIVE DAY BREAKS

**Four Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast
**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment

**Qptional Coach Pick Up

Monday 25th Aug - Friday 29th Aug
Monday 1st Sept - Friday 5th Sept

Monday 8th Sept - Friday 12th Sept
Monday 22nd Sept - Friday 26th Sept Was £335 NOW £285pp
Monday 29th Sept - Friday 3rd Oct
Monday 6th Oct - Friday 10th Oct

Monday 20th Oct - Friday 24th Oct

Was £345 NOW £295pp
Was £339 NOW £289pp
Was £335 NOW £285pp

Was £329 NOW £279pp
Was £325 NOW £265pp
Was £325 NOW £265pp

q
|
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Amazing b
Offers ‘

Up To
2 5% -
Off

FREE BAR WEEKENDS

**Three Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast
**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment

**Optional Coach Pick Up **FREE BAR 6pm-10pm

Friday 22nd Aug - Monday 25th Aug
Friday 29th Aug - Monday 1st Sept
Friday 5th Sept - Monday 8th Sept
Friday 12th Sept - Monday 15th Sept
Friday 19th Sept - Monday 22nd Sept
Friday 3rd Oct - Monday 6th Oct
Friday 17th Oct - Monday 20th Oct

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk

Was £329 NOW £279pp
Was £329 NOW £269pp
Was £329 NOW £269pp
Was £325 NOW £265pp
Was £325 NOW £265pp
Was £319 NOW £255pp

Was £309 NOW £249pp
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Why we love living, workmg, and
exploring here

estled in the heart of

Worcestershire, where
the River Stour winds through
leafy parks and historic streets,
lies our special town full of life,
heritage, and opportunity.
At the Kidderminster Standard, we
believe there’s no better place to live,
work, and explore than right here in
Kidderminster — and this week, we’re
celebrating everything that makes
our town a true gem of the West
Midlands.
From world-famous industry roots to
bustling shops, green spaces, exciting
attractions, and community spirit,
we’re proud to launch our special
feature: Kidderminster Standard
Recommends — your guide to why
Kidderminster is such a fantastic

place to be. So please support the
advertisers who are supporting us on
these pages who love Kidderminster
as much as we do.

A Rich History That Shaped Our
Identity

Kidderminster’s name echoes
through the centuries, but it was
during the Industrial Revolution
that our town truly made its global
mark. As the beating heart of the
carpet manufacturing industry,
Kidderminster supplied textiles

to homes, hotels, and institutions
across the world. That legacy is still
celebrated today at the Museum of
Carpet, a one-of-a-kind attraction
where visitors can watch weaving
demonstrations, explore industry
artefacts, and hear personal stories
from former workers.

HILLS [FORD

USED

See the range in person or online at hillsford.co.uk/used-cars/
Kidderminster: 01562 540 522

CAR

SUMMER

ﬁ 1Years Free Corhprehenslve Warranty

Scan to browse our
full used car range

Malvern: 01684 210 663

(v

Kidderminster: Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JB
Malvern: 169 Newtown Rd, Malvern WR14 1PJ

MTCR Marketing LTD Trading as Hills Ford is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender and may receive a commission for this purpose. Mileage limits and excess charges

apply - please ask for details. Retail only E&OE.

O] f ] & ojo]in]

Terms & Conditions: This promotion is available to private retail customers aged 18 or over and resident in ﬂ‘le UK who purchase a qualifying used vehicle between 1st August 2025 and 3ist Ausust 2025 inclusive. Customers may receive up to £1,500 off selected used vehicles, plus

£500 part
standard terms, i d Thi:

when trading ina

ing vehicle with a valid UK V5

valid MOT (if

and free of any outstanding finance, agreed. A free 1-year ive warranty is included and subject to its

ion is not

has no cash

ive and may not be used i

ion with any other offer. Hills Ford reserves the right to alter or withdraw this promotion at any time without notice. Errors and omissions

excepted. These terms and conditions are governed by English law and subject to the jurisdiction of the English courts.
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Kidderminster is a vibrant town in
Worcestershire, England, offering a rich tapestry
of attractions that cater to history enthusiasts,
nature lovers, and families alike. We asked

the team at the Kidderminster Standard to
share some of their favourite things to see and
do around Kidderminster and here are their
suggestions:

1. Severn Valley Railway

Step back in time aboard the Severn Valley
Railway, a heritage steam railway that runs
between Kidderminster and Bridgnorth. Enjoy a
scenic 16-mile journey through the picturesque
Severn Valley, complete with beautifully restored
carriages and stations.

2. West Midland Safari Park

Experience an exciting day out at the West
Midland Safari Park, home to a wide array of
exotic animals, including lions, elephants, and
rhinos. The park also features an adventure
theme park with rides suitable for all ages.

3. Museum of Carpet

Discover Kidderminster’s rich industrial heritage
at the Museum of Carpet. Explore the history

of carpet manufacturing through interactive
exhibits, working looms, and fascinating displays.

4. Harvington Hall

Visit Harvington Hall, a moated Elizabethan
manor house renowned for its numerous priest
hides. Explore the beautifully preserved interiors
and learn about the hall’s intriguing history.

5. e Forest National Nature Reserve

Embrace the great outdoors in the Wyre Forest,
one of Britain’s largest ancient woodlands. Enjoy

walking and cycling trails, wildlife spotting, and
the Go Ape treetop adventure course.

6. Bodenham Arboretum

Stroll through the stunning landscapes of
Bodenham Arboretum, featuring over 3,000

tree species, tranquil lakes, and seasonal floral
displays. It’s a perfect spot for nature enthusiasts
and photographers.

7. Drakelow Tunnels

Explore the mysterious Drakelow Tunnels, a vast
underground complex with a rich history dating
back to World War II.Guided tours offer insights
into its past as a shadow factory and Cold War
bunker.

8. Brinton Park

Relax in Brinton Park, a beautifully maintained
public park featuring open green spaces, a
children’s play area, and seasonal floral displays.
It’s an ideal spot for picnics and leisurely walks.
9. Kidderminster Town Hall

Attend a concert or event at the historic
Kidderminster Town Hall, a prominent venue
hosting a variety of performances, exhibitions,
and community gatherings throughout the year.
10. Habberley Trail

Embark on an adventure at Habberley Trail,

an outdoor attraction offering scenic trails,
interactive activities, and challenges suitable for
families and groups seeking fun and exploration.

Kidderminster offers a delightful mix of historical
sites, natural beauty, and family-friendly
attractions. Whether you’re a local resident or a
visitor, there’s always something new and exciting to
discover in this charming town.

@ The Will Partners

A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING

Fencing ¢ Slabbing ¢ Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds ¢ Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped ¢ Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01327 870914 - 0771 768 2816

Over 30 years' experience in
the Will writing business

Wills, Trusts & Power
of Attorney

OR

Free review of your
existing Will
e Protect your home and

everything that you have worked
hard for...

e Friendly and experienced local
people

discount

. = ® Free Home Visits
Wlth thls Call us Today

01299 488 577

Email: hello@thewillpartners.co.uk

www.thewillpartners.co.uk
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What if we could transform
vour kitchen in just one day?

using our made to measure replacement
Kitchen Doors & Worktops System

Very little mess - Very big Savings!
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Request a brochure today to see how you can transfForm your kitchen
for much less than a total replacement and in less than half the time -
But For Half Price Fitting you must move Fast so you don’t miss out!

Request a brochure 01384 293654
Book a home visit 0330 321 0461

Visit us online

) & WORKTOPS |
www.doorsandworktops.com & WORKTOPS
since 2005

Door Sales Group Main Office: Doors House Wordsley Green West Midlands DY8 5PD - Telephone 01384 660065 - 01384 293654
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Still time to get things growmg

NATIONAL Allotment Week is
here, with August being a great
time for sowing and planting a
wide variety of crops that will
provide a fresh, nutrient-packed
harvest well into the colder
months and early next year.

The t)eam at British Garden
Centres has put together this guide
to offer the perfect inspiration to
plan and plant now for a kitchen
garden that satisfies through late
autumn and winter.

Many gardeners think the grow-
ing season ends with summer, but
the truth is the hopefully warmer
August days offer a prime oppor-
tunity to grow right through to the
new year. When soil temperatures
remain warm and daylight lingers,
the cool weather crops flourish. By
sowing or planting now, you can
fill gaps where summer crops have
finished and prepare your plot to
burst more leaves, root vegetables,
and pods as the weather cools.

‘What you can sow in August

With the theme of this year’s week
being Allotments and Wellbeing,
we’ve put together our top picks for
nutritious but tasty crops you can
grow for a healthier you.

Radishes are one of the quickest
and easiest crops to sow during
late summer. They thrive in well
drained, fertile soil and produce

crisp, mildly peppery roots in just
a few weeks. Radishes fit perfectly
into tight spaces and mature rap-
idly, making them ideal for filling
garden gaps, container planting and
providing fresh crunch for autumn
salads and snacks.

Spinach, especially hardy varie-
ties like ‘Superhero,” is another
excellent choice to plant now. This
leafy green is particularly resilient;
it tolerates cooler temperatures
and resists bolting, even when the
weather turns chilly. Spinach is a
great crop to grow for wellbeing
as it provides a sustained supply of
nutritious greens to brighten winter
meals.

Swiss chard, including varieties
such as ‘Apollo’ and ‘Celebration,’
add splashes of colour to your
autumn garden with its bright
stems. These leafy vegetables grow
well in cooler conditions and hold
their flavour even after frost. Their
leaves are rich in vitamins, making
them a welcome addition to any
winter vegetable patch.

Mustard greens and rocket offer
more punchy, peppery flavours,
bringing variety to your cold sea-
son greens after being sown this
August. Both crops respond well
to late summer sowing and can be
harvested repeatedly through cut-
and-come-again methods, ensuring

continuous fresh leaves for salads,
sandwiches, and stir-fries.

For those wanting to grow healthy
root vegetables, turnips can be sown
in fertile soil this Allotment Week
for an excellent winter crop. Besides
the roots themselves, which can be
cooked and used in your dishes, the
tender leaves are also edible and
nutritious. Carrots are another staple,
and varieties such as ‘Autumn King
2’ are perfect for late sowing and will
develop sweet, dense roots over the
coming months.

Broad beans are not just a spring
crop; they have some autumn varie-
ties that can be sown now to establish
robust plants for an early harvest next
season. Varieties like ‘The Sutton’ and
‘Aquadale Claudia’ are particularly
suited to later sowings and show resil-
ience to colder soil and weather.

Winter lettuces, such as ‘Winter
Gem’ and ‘Valdor,” can be sown this
Allotment Week and will provide
crisp, tender leaves as temperatures
drop. Sowing these now, especial-
ly under protection like cloches or

fleece, ensures a luscious supply of
salad through the colder months.

Autumn onions and shallots can
be started now to set a strong foun-
dation for next season’s bulbs, while
containers or bags filled with seed
potatoes like ‘Charlotte’ or ‘Maris
Peer’ can be moved indoors before
the frost for a festive Christmas
harvest.

And don’t forget garlic — varieties
like ‘Provence Wight, Carcassonne’
& ‘Provence’ thrive when planted
now and into autumn, establishing
strong roots through the colder
months for an early summer har-
vest.

Preparing your plot for

National Allotment Week
To give your vegetables the best
possible start, enrich your beds with
plenty of compost or organic matter,
ensuring good drainage and a weed
free seedbed. Spacing is important
as overcrowding weakens plants
and increases disease risk. Thin
seedlings thoughtfully to encourage
strong root and leaf development.
Using protective coverings such as
horticultural fleece, cloches, or net-
ting will help shelter tender crops
from early frosts, birds, slugs, and
other pests. Regular watering dur-
ing establishment is essential, but
avoid heavy, soggy soil, which may

encourage rot.
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How to be upfront when it comes
to choosing who gets to sit where

SUMMER road trips are here,
and so are the arguments.

New research has revealed the
true scale of Britain’s ‘Shotgun’ bat-
tle - and finally settled the official
rules for that coveted front pas-
senger seat.

Competition for the front passen-
ger seat, often praised as the best
spot in the car with its extra leg
room and the opportunity to play
DJ, can be tense.

A survey of 2,000 UK adults,

commissioned by temporary car
insurance provider Tempcover,
found that one in four confess that
disagreements over Shotgun rules
have led to arguments on road
trips.
Siblings are the most common
opposition at the heart of this con-
flict. More shockingly, three in 10
have even had disputes with their
own children over the front seat.

In a bid to help keep Britain’s
roads drama-free this summer,
Tempcover has put the debate to
rest, launching the Official Rules of
Shotgun, backed by the research.

1. Anyone with a physical need
overrules ‘shotgun’ (height,
weight, bad back etc)

2. The driver has final say and can
overrule ‘shotgun’

3. The first person to call ‘shotgun’
gets the front seat

4. If two people call it at the
same time, it’s up to the
driver to decide

5. ‘Shotgun’ only lasts for
one leg of the journey. It
starts again for the return
trip

6. ‘Shotgun’ is final — once
called, you can’t recall it

7. The ‘shotgun’ winner
must be ready to leave
at the driver’s preferred
time, otherwise ‘shotgun’
rights are withdrawn

8. You must be able to see
the car to call ‘shotgun’

9. ‘Shotgun’ resets once
people get out of the car
(e.g. if you stop at a serv-
ice station and then con-
tinue the journey)

10. Calling ‘shotgun’ more
than a certain time before a jour-
ney makes it invalid e.g. more
than 24 hours before

According to the research, the
highest priority for the front passen-
ger seat should go to anyone with a
physical need, such as being preg-
nant, tall or having a bad back.

The passenger with the longest
legs was surprisingly named as
one of the most worthy claimants

for trumping the Shotgun rules,
alongside the oldest person on the
journey.

Other rules to emerge from the
study on why someone should bag
the front seat included anyone who
calls Shotgun first bags the front
seat, that Shotgun only lasts for
one leg of the journey, and that you
must be in view of the car when you
make your claim.

It all comes down to the driver for
some, with 12 per cent believing the

driver should be the ultimate tie-
breaker, whilst one in 20 say a quiz
question should decide the winner.

To weigh in on the Shotgun
debate, Tempcover has partnered

with JB Gill, member of British
boyband JLS, as he recalls his days
on the road with the band ahead of
their upcoming tour.

JB, who is encouraging Brits to
use the official Shotgun rules to
avoid any potential car squabbles,
said: “Calling shotgun before a

car journey has sparked
friendly competition over
who gets to ride in the
highly prized front seat for
generations!

“Ever since I first started
driving, the front seat was
always the one that every
passenger wanted and as
you can imagine, it’s led to
many heated debates.

“Every driver has their
own shotgun rules, so hav-
ing official rules thanks to
Tempcover means there’s
now a neutral way to make
the decision and - hopeful-
ly - help the journey start
smoothly from the off.”

Marc Pell, Managing
Director at Tempcover,
which offers temporary
car insurance for those
borrowing a bigger car
and taking turns behind
the wheel, added: “With
summer here, more people
are taking to the road with friends
and family.

“We asked people to share their
ultimate shotgun wisdom to keep
the rules simple and the process
fair - helping car journeys start with
fewer disputes over who gets the
coveted front passenger seat with its
better view and extra legroom.

“And if you share the driving, you
can all take it in turns to ride shot-
gun too.”

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

<+ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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Follow us @bydstourbridge to
stay up to date

> 0O f

£269 | £269

DEPOSIT PER MONTH

o The BYD Dolphin Surf is
3.9 /o the cool, fun-loving
APR

choice in the range -

combining sharp looks
with punchy performance and an impressively
roomy interior. With its enhanced sporty
styling and relaxed confidence on the road,
it” s made to stand out. Pop into BYD
Stourbridge at 95 Enville Street, Stourbridge,
DY8 1XW or call 01384438022 and take
advantage of this offer while it lasts.

Retail Sales Only. Subject to availability at participating retailers only on vehicle orders from 01/07/25 to 30/09/25. 3.9% APR available on
49 month Personal Contract Purchase on all BYD DOLPHIN SURF. Final Payment to own the vehicle, (ii) Return the vehicle or (iii) Part
exchange the vehicle where equity is available. Prices correct at the time of being published and are subject to change without notice.
Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply.
Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee may be required. Santander Consumer Finance RH1 1SR.

—
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
|

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY

ACROSS DOWN

1. Promotion (11) 2. As before (5)

9. Network of crossed 3. Airman (7)
laths (7) 4. Horrific (6)

10. Pale yellow (5) 5. Mediterranean

11. Inflate (5) island (5)

1 418
2 419

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Best Actress Oscar winners

’E]MMAEWILELAHENR
REDSTANSTLRDLEE
ANNTOKKAMITNERE
ECAMNECRNCOMIRS
SMCRRBOIOSREIWE
OODOIELLUPOHTAN
RMNAILAABNOYSWK
EENULSRRDHARAHC
CEBJNOSANILLRKA
ATLAMANEIHTIRYT
FINNTROPLEEZRYH
ERNCHNATAROBEBA
ALEJEPEEINNEAHT
WNCTTYLRCEKLLNE
REEMERSTOLIDMAS

Solutions opposite

7 9 1 3 E :;aLse ber:téwf;) @) 6. Wandering (7)
. Make certain
JDOE s
1 2 18. Deny (7) :
8 ’ 20. Best known 14. Formulated
5 6 417 fabulist (5) knowledge (7)
8 1 22. Meaning (5) 16. Athletic ground (7)
23. Expression of 17. Pearl-producer (6)
613[5 419 approval (7) 19. Soak (5)
119 4 3|2 24. Disposition (11) 21. Disdain (5)
d
HARD (e
7|8 9
3|6 2
12 8 4

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with

a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Bird part
Alcoholic drink
Metal cord

Had on the body

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

Language component

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least

42315 gives an element;
KING 619658  gives a second element;
6157 gives charged particles.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9
This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
LORD words, complete the puzzle.

one 9-letter word to be found.

?\
L
0o

N
Y

How you rate
8 words: average
12 words: good

5%

16 words: very good
20 or more: excellent.

20 13 13 20

HlEE .

i Had §H JEa
il i ddad & &
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ACROSS 0[50 ¥Z uosey) 17
“I13y}e4 0 ‘uosuof g ‘webjewy g| ‘Aianb3 /| ‘dulen €| ‘jauor] g} ‘eisals 9
1 Small balls of glass, clay, etc., also known as ‘afe G 4315207 p ‘UAjaA € ‘a11eg 7 ‘esequioly | :NMOQ “Wniuer) gz ‘Apogon /7
4 tSae‘;vS(th)of France whsa “Biifghiars™ RIS 97 ‘|IXY ST ‘OLVN €7 ‘ybeun) 7z ‘wep) |z ‘uef 6| ‘uanoy 9| ‘umoig G| 'y
2€aporLo ! gners” Were 4O v1 ‘abes 7 anakeq || !swi3 6 ‘ueg g ‘Aieiq ayL / siefeD  'saIqIe | SOV
immortalised by Rodin (6)
7,14 &27 Across Book by George and Weedon piomssou) abpajmou) |eizuan
Grossmith recounting the life of Charles . i ; " i
Pooter (3,5,2,1,6) winds |7 'daa)s 6| 491sAQ £ | ‘Wnipels 9| ‘dusnds 7|
8 See 10 Down ‘pardwianieun g sebiaqqeld £ ipewon 9 ‘eye| § ‘Adaai)  Joleiny € ‘oniq  :umoq
9 Trees whose numbers have decreased due to a uaureladusd) p ‘Inguy. € ‘asuag gz ‘dosay 0 ‘Resuen 8| ‘auphsq s
fungus disease (4) ‘aInsu3 €1 ‘pnejd | ‘1eojd | | ‘uowa 0| ‘ad11e7 6 JUBLIDUBAPY | :SSODY
11 Clothes, bedding, etc., for a newborn baby (7) piomsso.t)
12 Man of great wisdom (4)
14 See 7 Across ‘sajeg Auypey Kuag ajjeq Q3SINYO¥O
15  See 20 Down ‘UBWPIY 3JOJIN ‘U0JBY] BzIjiey) “uems AiejiH ‘uoodsiayiipm 3say Joul
16 Capital of the Seine-Maritime departement, ‘UBLIIA| UBJRH ‘Pie|[10) UOLIBI 13|SUIM 3)e) }D0|ng BIPUES IN
where Joan of Arc was burned (5) ‘uewinog dljeyeN ‘daang |13} ‘2uaimen sapuuaf ‘Paypuelg 3xe)
19 & 26 Across  Pen name of the poet and novelist ‘3100| BUULI|N( ‘UOSIET Blig ‘BUO)S BUWW ‘PUBLLIOQDI SBdUEl ATHLNOONN
famous for Mrs Miniver (3,8)
21 Bivalve shellfish found on sandy or muddy RPUUIEd  [rayMpIOm
shores (4) =92 'I=5 ‘0=
22 The -, level stretch in County Kildare, famous "W=€T 1=T2 'X=17'S=07 d=61 '9=81 A=L|
for its racecourse (7) '¥=91 '3=G1 "1=p1 ‘0=€1 D=L W=L1 =01 "pIOT ‘piop
23 The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (4) 'N=6 '7=8 'W=L 'M=9 'N=§ 'H=F D=€ D=7 4= ‘3I0M ‘I ‘BUIM ‘Buip ‘Bury
25 Angle between branch and trunk of a tree (4) piomapo) Jappe1
26 See 19 Across
27 See 7 Across
28  Bones enclosing the brain (7) 6lv|9]jeiSitle|l|8 cle|S|/Iv|918|6])
S|2|8|¥|9|L]|L|6]|€ L|6|V]|8[H|S]|€|9]C
DOWN €lZ|1[8]6]|2|S|9 |V 119(8]€[6|c]lL|¥]|S
1 Port of Kenya, situated on an island of 5 See 3 Down 19 Surname of the dramatist whose 8|9|S[h|L]6|V|E|C 8| H|L|V|9]€)S|C|6
the same name (7) In Spain, a short sleep during the works include Volpone, and The clH[L]|9|V|€|8|S|6 ¥|2|€|G[L][6]9]|}]|8
2 East Sussex town, near the site of a afternoon (6) Alchemist (6)
battle in 1066 (6) 10 &8Across  Composer and lyric-writer 20 & 15Across  Catholic priest yloglajeell 1o Redln AR AR YL AFAK:
3 &5 Down Musical-comedy star of Oliver! (6,4) and detective in stories by GK 9|€|v[L|8|S|6|c|} Elv|H|9]c|8]6|G|L
who played in such musicals as Bitter 13 Type of dark red gem (6) Chesterton (6,5) L|8|2|6]|L|9]|€|¥|S S|Z|c|6|€|¥|}|8]9
Sweet (6,4) 17  Officer in attendance upon a royal 21 The ferryman of the Styx, in classic
4 "Dirty British --, with a salt-caked personage (7) mythology (6) LISBIEEIDI8IL BT R AR
smoke stack...” (Cargoes, John 18 A mixture of mercury with other 24 Capital of Norway, formerly called pieH fse3
Masefield) (7) metal (7) Christiania (4) nyjopng
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Telephone: 01562 541500

KIA set to simplify their lineup

We buy any Cars Vans Pick ups & Caravans
Low or High Mileage All makes and models
purchased
Free professional quote
Instant Payment - Cash or Bank Transfer
CALL PAUL ON 07377323246 FREE PHONE - 08085 020241

A FRMILY RUN BUSINESS LINGARD TRADE CARS

USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID! ||

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD

01562 711

07831 245 313

KIA has rationalised the line-
ups for the Picanto and XCeed,
two of its most popular inter-
nal combustion engine (ICE)
models, to simplify the over-
all buying experience for cus-
tomers.

Similar to the brand’s EVs, the
Picanto and

XCeed move to
an easily under-
standable three-
grade line-up,
consisting of
‘Pure’ entry
level, a ‘GT-Line’
mid-level and a
‘GT-Line S’ range
topper.

The new three-
tier line-up for
Picanto and
XCeed replaces
the earlier ‘2,

083

‘GT-Line’, ‘3’ and ‘GT-Line S’ grade
structure.

Already introduced on the new
Sportage, the new ‘Pure’ entry point
to the Picanto and XCeed ranges
merges the previous ‘2’ and ‘3’
grades.

This change is based on customer
demand for certain features, and
makes the Kia line-up easier to
navigate.

‘GT-Line’ and ‘GT-Line S’ adopt
the same sporty styling as ever, and
a similar specification to before.

The Picanto has consistently held
its position as one of Kia’s UK best-
sellers over its 21-year lifespan.

First launched in 2004, Kia’'s
smallest UK and European model
has seen three all-new generations
and four mid-life facelifts, most
recently in July 2024.

This also makes Picanto Kia's
third oldest nameplate still on sale
in the UK, after the Sportage and

Sorento.  Proving its continued
popularity, the Picanto is currently
the second best-selling car in the
A-segment year-to-date (and the
best-seller to retail customers).

The Picanto is also Kia’s second
best-selling car in the UK so far
in 2025, accounting for more than
12 per cent of the brand’s overall
sales.

The first examples of the new
model year 2026 (MY26) Picanto
will be delivered to customers from
September.

Customers will also be able
to order from the new three-tier
specification structure now: ‘Pure’,
‘GT-Line’ and ‘GT-Line S’.

The Picanto is also available
exclusively with a new 1.0-litre
Gasoline Direct Injection (GDi) pet-
rol engine, producing 67bhp, with
the option of a five-speed manual
(BMT) or five-speed automated
manual transmission (5AMT) on

every trim level.

‘Whereas the Picanto was previ-
ously available in a total of eight
different variations, the new line-up
of three trim levels and two trans-
missions brings the total number of
Picanto variations down to six.

The MY26 Picanto is also wel-
comes a new Yacht Blue premi-
um paint option on ‘GT-Line’ and
‘GT-Line S’ variants, meaning the
Picanto is offered in a total of
six premium paint options, costing
£600 including VAT.

All variants of Picanto are fin-
ished in Clear White as standard,
with no additional cost.

Both the MY26 Picanto and XCeed
are available to order now, with
first customer deliveries expected
in September 2025.

This streamlined approach will
be extended to other Kia ICE and
HEV models to ensure consistency
across the range.
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MISCELLANEOUS
[ ————=

TWO M&S ‘bucket’
shape chairs, teak
wood legs, for inside
or out. Perfect
cond. £45 each
07704640907
BAMBOO CANES,
8ft. long 14-16 dia.
£7 for bundle of 10
01905 778926
CONSERVATORY 3
piece suite plus side
table plus leg rest
excellent condition
£140 01527 550342
CRYSTAL drinks
decanter and 2
whisky glasses.
Glasses have never
been used, excellent
condition. £12 Tel
01527 500217

SITE safety boots
size 9 as new steel
toecaps etc £15
Redditch 01527
541168

A motorcyle carrier,
fits 2 standard car
towbar £120 07933
245 121 A Gun Safe
very secure double
lock holds 3 guns
£120 07933 245121

BAMBOO canes, 8ft.
long 14-16 dia. £7
for bundle of 10
01905778926

A Friedland Warbler
door bell and
Sesame door bell
push £15 01905
769944

SALES & WANTS
MISCELLANEOUS | WANTED
L= L=
Aator oenaod || *k i
Sesme_doue bel WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
769944 H X%
ey Wikage orMew™
Accessories Good Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
Condition Taylor
Made, Gallaway,

King Cobra £180 ono
Tel: 07819015716
SMALL TV Oak
Effect Corner Unit
As New £50 ono
_o7879015716
MAHOGANY
Sideboard 3 drawers,
3 cupboards 940H x
1270L x 480D Good
Condition £100 ono
07879015716
SIX Oak  Dining
Chairs (black seats)
Good Condition £50
ono 07879015716
SAMSUNG Surround
Sound Speaker Set
(6 in total) - £60 ono
07879015716
BED frame 3ft pine
headboard low foot
end includes fixings
& instructions VGC
£30 01527 524412
BES metal frame
folding single bed
folds in half aged but
good condition £10
01527 524412
LADIES Mega Golf
Shoes. White / Pink.
Size 5, never worn.
£20. 01564 775746

and rare finds. Cash paid
Callor text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992

Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

WANTED
—

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 257643

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with

excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

We currently have the following vacancy within our
Science Department based at the Prep School:

SCIENCE TECHNICIAN

(full-time position, 37.5 hours per week,
term time only)

We seek a professional individual to work with the
Science Department to ensure practical sessions are
effectively delivered.

Further details and application forms are available on the

School website.
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk

Closing date for all applications is 18 August 2025.

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening including checks with past employers.

VACANCY %
TOFILL?

) [ ]
No problem,
Caroline or
Kelly can help!
Givethema
callon
01527

088625

01527

088749

carolinghirkenhead@
bullivantmedia.com
kelyaylor@
bullvantmedia.com

Telephone: 01562 541500

CARPENTRY/
JOINERY

07827

%

3

AJB CARPENTRY

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
AND QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

Covering: kitchen fitting, roofs,

doors, stairs and much more to

help with your carpentry based
home improvements.

Call today for your free quote!

Call Ant on

324754

n AJB Carpentry

DRIVEWAYS
—

I;IEE'AT?D EREY &
[LANDSCAPES

SRENAYS W
0.4 HF!IH"TH

NG v
VICES v/ BLOCK PAVING

rMSTRWlIHF W ANDALLE } PES DF BHIEK WORKS

nmm i)

: ~d
AL mu UL I niﬂn et
n oy |
e

DOUBLE GLAZING
—

THE GLASS MAN

Experienced Glazier
Friendly and reliable
Misted double glazing
All glass repairs

FREE QUOTATIONS
Call Martin on

07910387904 or

01562

915284

PLUMBING
—

SB 44

Plumbing & Heating

¢ Gas Fires.
e Gas Cookers.

* Gas Central Heating
and Maintenance.

* Gas Appliance
Landlord/home

¢ Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.

Email:
Stuart4heating@gmail.com

www.sb4plumbingheating.uk

B Call me for domestic work
& 07951 485 329

ROOFING
—

LINGARD CONSTRUCTION & ROOFING
W=y
Gutterlng Cladding| Fasclas
'/ Extensions™ | :
7/ A FAMILY RUN| BUSINESS
ALL; WORK;FULLY GUAHANTEED

“CALLCTODAY/PAULILINGARD >

07377(323246/01562 519462 .

\‘F_RLEEPHONE 08081502024 1HE¥
|nfo@llngardgroup co.uk

www.lingarddrivewaysandlandscapes.couk
TREE SURGEONS
I

,.\\\‘\‘\':.

TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialists is a trusted, professional company with
a great reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

Contact us today
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Plumbing & HeatirE

* Gas Fires. * Gas Cookers.

* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
* Gas Appliance Landlord/home * Safety Checks.

0B:07951 485 329

* Plumbing faults/installation.

Email: Stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sb4plumbingheating.uk

M

Call me for domestic work

Murray lauds ‘picture perfect’
start after opening day triumph

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: ADAM Murray enjoyed
a ‘picture perfect’ start to life as
Kidderminster Harriers boss follow-
ing an opening day victory against
Scarborough Athletic.

The game’s only goal came courtesy
of Reece Devine to esnure Murray and
Harriers started the National League
North season with a win at Aggborough.

And while Murray praised his side
for putting their bodies on the line, he
admits there is still plenty for Harriers
to improve on.

Murray said: “The most important
thing [is to win], especially being at
home.

“There was a lot excitement, tension
and anxiety and you could feel it in the
build up.

“The game panned out totally dif-
ferent to what we planned but we
adapted.

“It was nice to be back in proper

football, it turned into a fight and a tra-
ditional National League North game.

“They’re the games that win you a
league. Everything can be fluffy and
nice but they’re the games that get you
titles and get you promoted.

“Games where you're not getting
your own way, you've got to put your
body on the line and we did that.

“It’s the perfect picture because it’s
a win, there were some really good
bits but still so many bits we need to
improve on.”

The Harriers boss also opened up on
his tactical approach for the season
ahead.

And Murray insists Harriers will try
and chase games if trailing but will also
look to solidify his side if protecting a
lead.

Murray added: “I'm the first to admit,
it’s been my biggest challenge as a
coach over the last 15 years in terms of
sometimes I overthink things.

“I have got a plan and a plan on a
plan for a plan.

“At this level, I'm the type of guy
where, if it’s one-nil the other way,
there’ll be games we possibly lose by
three or four because I like to go for
those games.

“I don’t like being safe but when
we're one-nil up I want to make us
solid. But I don’t like being caught too
deep and being stuck where you can’t
get out.

“It’s just trying to find the balance
but the players have to carry out the
ideas and credit to them, they were
outstanding.”

Harriers battled to an opening day
win against Scarborough. Picture
courtesy of clivejonespr.com

Devine victory for
Harriers in opener

KIDDERMINSTER Harriers
secured a 1-0 opening day
victory against Scarborough
Athletic as new boss Adam
Murray made a winning
start to life at Aggborough,
writes Neil Gordon.

An early goal from Reece
Devine saw Murray’s new-
look side begin the National
League North season with a
home win.

Theresult means Harriers
sit eighth in the National
League North table.

Murray handed debuts to
seven players as Harriers
embark on a new era fol-
lowing the disappoint-
ment of missing out on the
league title and promotion
last season.

And Kidderminster made
the perfect start as Devine
pounced at the back post
on 12 minutes when he

finished off a flowing team
move.
The referee played

a good advantage in the
lead up to the goal fol-
lowing a challenge on Kurt
Willoughby which came
after Dan Mooney saw his
debut curtailed by an early

injury.
Debutant Zanda

Siziba almost doubled
Kidderminster’s lead as
Ryan Whitley’s boot denied
Harriers a second goal
after good work from Jack
Clarke

The hosts had the ball
in the net again later in the
half only for Jason Adigun
to see his header ruled out
for offside.

The teams traded
chances soon after as
Scarborough’s Rio Allen
flashed a shot across the
face of goal before Adigun
forced Whitley to tip the
ball over the crossbar.

After the break, Adigun
glanced a header wide fol-
lowing more determined
play from Joe Foulkes who
had earlier played a role in
the game’s only goal.

A flare-up in the home
technical area at the death
saw both managers shown
a yellow card but the whis-
tle sounded soon after
as Murray and Harriers
enjoyed the perfect start to
the new campaign.

Kidderminster are next
in action against Worksop
Town on Saturday, August
16 with kick-off 3pm at
Babbage Way.

Harriers
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Diagnostics, Clutches, Brakes, Steering, Servicing
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