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Bridge set to light the

wa

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE LIGHTS on the historic and iconic
Stourport Bridge will shine once again,
now that a full set of heritage lanterns
have been beautifully crafted.

The lights are set to be installed next
month, restoring the historic character of
this much-loved local landmark.

A total of 18 new lanterns will be fitted
by Worcestershire County Council.

This includes six on the bridge itself
and six on either side along the approach
roads.

The lanterns replace the original Grade
II listed fittings, which were removed in

2024 because they were in such poor
condition. Temporary lighting has been in
place since then, while the new units were
carefully manufactured.

Coun Karl Perks, Worcestershire
County Council’'s Cabinet Member
with Responsibility for Highways and
Transport, welcomed the news.

He said: “Stourport Bridge is not only
a vital transport link but a cherished his-
toric structure.

“These new lanterns respect its heri-
tage while bringing it up to modern
standards.

“‘I'm delighted we've been
able to retain the traditional
character of the bridge while
improving safety and sustain-
ability for the future.”

The new lanterns have been
crafted by the original manu-
facturer, ensuring authenticity
and attention to detail.

Each lantern now includes
modern LED optics, frosted
rear panels to comply with
local ecology guidelines and a
more robust spigot - the part
that joins the lantern to the col-
umn - for enhanced durability.

Listed Building Consent for
the works was granted by Wyre
Forest District Council and the
final deliveries of the lanterns
are expected by the end of
July.

Installation is set to begin
in August, subject to traffic
management permissions. All
existing lamp columns will also
be repainted, giving the area a
fresh, heritage-inspired look.

The restoration is a key part of the
council’s ongoing efforts to preserve the
district’s historic infrastructure while
embracing modern standards of lighting,
safety, and energy efficiency.

A total of 18 new lanterns will be
fitted by Worcestershire County
Council. Six of the lanterns will
be installed on the bridge itself
and six on either side along the
approach roads. 3025008MMR1

Stourport Bridge, which was built
in 1870, provides the only river cross-
ing at Stourport-on-Severn.

It was constructed by Thomas Vale
Construction, with the metalwork
provided by The Patent Shaft Co. The
bridge is a Grade II listed structure.

The bridge is actually the third one
built on that site. The first bridge
was constructed in 1775, but it was
destroyed by floods in 1795.

A second bridge was built in 1806,
but it was demolished in 1870 to
make way for the current structure.

with new lanterns
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A Queen tribute was among the acts taking centre stage. s

Food festival

; has the recipe
' to be a success

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

SNAGDOCTO

Specialists in Surface Repair & Restoration

L Bathroom repairs undertaken @ Kicthen repairs undertaken
including worktops, units & doors
©® Window and Door repairs ® Brickwork repairs.

Mobile: 07359 673282 oriice: 01905 886377

Email: worcester@snagdoctor.co.uk
Web: snagdoctor.com/worcester
Contact us on WhatsApp

THIS YEAR’S Kidd-
erminster Canal and
Food Festival has been
hailed a great success
after thousands of
people turned out for
the event.

The extravaganza, which
took place on Saturday and
Sunday boasted a multitude
of street food, sweet treats,
cocktails and craft ales.

There was also an artisan
market, family funfair rides,
face-painting an arts and
crafts bus, roaming char-
acters and a butterfly stilt
walker blowing bubbles.

Live music ranged from
top tribute acts to Queen,
Michael Jackson, Bruno
Mars and reggae and
motown performers to local
legends RetsecroWs and
Kev Donaldson.

The event was hosted
by FAB Food Fest with
Kidderminster BID and was
free to attend as people of
all ages descended on the
town.

James Barker, from
Kidderminster BID, told the
Standard: “We were wor-
ried beforehand because of
the weather warnings but
that did not put people off.

“We had a fair few
thousand throughout the
weekend. By 1lam on the
Saturday, the place was
packed, the crowds were
heaving and we had a steady
flow throughout the day.

“Even on the Sunday,
when the weather wasn’t
as good, we feared peo-
ple might be deterred from
coming down.

“But that was not the case
the people of Kidderminster

bubbly atmosphere. s

Walking characters and street performers added to the

The Kidderminster BID team was delighted with how the

event went. s

stood their ground and
came out in their droves to
support the event on both
days.

“We could not have asked
for anything more.

“We'd like to say a mas-
sive thank you to Mark
Cookson from FAB Food
Fest who was phenomenal
— the event would not have
been such a success with-
out him.”

Coun Doug Hine, the

For all the latest information on Planning
Proposals, Traffic Notices, Goods Vehicle

Mayor of Kidderminster,
was there with the Lady
Mayoress, Ros.

He said: “The food and
entertainment was excel-
lent and enjoyed by a good
crowd.

“Well done to FAB
Festivals and Kidderminster
BID for organising the
event.

“The town can look for-
ward to several more out-
door events this year.”

Operator Licences, Licences To Sell Alcohol and
Probate Notices check out our Classified Section
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‘Avoidable
doctor’s CT

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A REPORT has recommend-
ed doctors employed by
the Worcestershire Acute
Hospital NHS Trust receive
training relating to CT scan
reports after a woman died
because of an undiagnosed
pulmonary embolism.

An inquest into the death of
Jordanne Roberts found a locum
doctor discharged her home as only
one part of a two-part CT scan had
been read.

On August 10 last year, Jordanne
was assessed at the Emergency
Department at the Alexandra
Hospital in Redditch after falling
down stairs at her Kidderminster
home.

The locum doctor who discharged
her had not waited to read a full CT
scan report which identified she
had a pulmonary embolism.

On the morning of August 12,
Jordanne collapsed and died a short
time later. A post mortem examina-
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tion confirmed the cause of death to
be a pulmonary embolism.

The report stated her death
‘would probably have been pre-
vented if the pulmonary embolism
had been identified and treated in
hospital’.

The coroner expressed concerns
and said there was a risk future

rcestershlre m A

Adute Hospitals iHS T

Welcome to

deaths would occur unless action
was taken.

The report stated: “Jordanne’s
death arose because a locum doctor,
said to be the most senior doctor on
duty in the Emergency Department
on August 10, did not know that
her CT scan taken that day would
be reported in two parts.

“The initial report did not men-
tion the presence of a pulmonary
embolism, but did make clear that
a second and final report was to
follow.

“The doctor proceeded to make
the decision to discharge Jordanne
without reading the second and
final report, which highlighted the
pulmonary embolism.”

It was recommended that all of
the trust’s own employed doctors
receive training so they ensure both
parts of any CT scan report are
read.

It also recommended all new
locum doctors working for the trust
be provided with an induction pack,
which highlighted the requirement
to read both parts of any CT scan
report.

It was unconfirmed that steps
had been taken to ensure all locum
doctors already working at the trust
had received the equivalent train-
ing.

It was indicated they had been
invited to attend education ses-
sions in which this topic has been
covered, but no record was kept of
whether those doctors did attend.
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eath was caused by
scan error’ - report

The coroner wrote: “I am there-
fore concerned that unless and until
the Trust is able to ensure that all
locum doctors working at its hos-
pitals have received training about
the need to read both parts of a CT
scan report, there remains a risk
that (as in this case) life- threaten-
ing conditions may go undiagnosed
and consequently patients’ lives
may be put at risk.”

The trust was told it must respond
to the report within 56 days of the
report - by August 21.

Dr Jules Walton, Chief Medical
Officer for Worcestershire Acute
Hospitals NHS Trust, said: “On
behalf of our trust I would like to
repeat our sincere and unreserved
apologies to Jordanne’s family for
the failures in the care she received
from us.

“We have carried out a thor-
ough review of what went wrong in
Jordanne’s case, and we have taken
a series of actions as a result.

“Those actions include measures
to make sure that all medical staff,
including temporary staff, are aware
of our processes for reporting scan
results

Teeing off, dressing down, baking cakes and more help law firm raise &4k

= GOLF DAY
e # b

Staff held a charity golf day to raise funds. s

A WYRE Forest law firm has raised nearly
£4,000 for a children’s charity, through a
range of fundraising activities.

The charity Mentor Link, based in Stourport-
on-Severn, provides long-term one-to-one
emotional support and mentoring to vulner-
able young people.

Partners and staff at Kidderminster law
firm, mfg Solicitors, held a charity golf day
held at Stourbridge Golf Club, as well as
dress down days, office cake sales, selling
seasonal hampers and a range of donation
opportunities throughout the year.

Lucy Harrold, an associate and CSR
Committee member at mfg, said: “Over
the past 12 months our colleagues in
Kidderminster have joined together and
made a fantastic effort to raise funds for
Mentor Link.

“The charity and its volunteers work round
the clock to support hundreds of young
people every week who are going through
difficult times, so our donation will hope-
fully help them to guide and mentor as many
young people as possible, but also to form

and build on more partnerships with local
schools.

“Through our CSR Committee and our
Foundation, it's wonderful to support such a
well-loved and respected charity here in the
Wyre Forest.”

Andrea Maddocks MBE, founder and CEO
of Mentor Link, said: “It was extremely hum-
bling when mfg Solicitors chose us last year
as its Kidderminster office charity. Since then,
Lucy and the team have kept us updated on
the huge range of fantastic events staff have
been holding throughout the year.

“To be presented with a cheque for almost
£4,000 really is amazing and | can’t thank
Lucy and everyone at mfg enough for their
passion and support.

“Like all charities, we rely on donations so
the funding from them will help us to con-
tinue our activities, partnerships and most
important, support more young people in
and around the Wyre Forest.”

Visit: mentorlink.org.uk for more informa-
tion.

Kidderminster Roofing Services

We believe we are Kidderminster's leading
roofing company.

Our family run roofing team have been
providing roofing solutions for over 10 years

to both residential and
commercial customers in
Kidderminster, Bewdley,
Stourport on Severn,
Worcester and all
surrounding areas.

KIDDERMINSTER |§
ROOFING SERVICES

* Roof Repairs * New roof installations
* Flat roofs * Lead work

Call us for a competitive quotation with no obligation 01562 227105
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Events allowed us to
concentrate on issues
of climate change

THIS JUNE I was pleased to
support SustFest Wyre Forest.

This was a month-long festi-
val of events around the theme
of Climate Change and protec-
tion of nature.

atists talked about Climate
Change. Now, the changes are
obvious. Glaciers are retreating,
and extreme weather events —
heatwaves, flooding, storms, etc —
are taking place more frequently.

People across the World are
affected and the challenge for
every nation and every commu-
nity is to act — or else future
impacts will be worse. Some peo-
ple say that we are insignificant
on a World scale, but ‘every little
helps’. And the changes we make
bring local benefits, too.

Kidderminster Town Council,
other councils, businesses and
other organisations have objec-
tives to reduce their greenhouse
gas emissions.

They can do this by reusing
and recycling materials, reduc-
ing dependence on fossil fuels,
and becoming more energy effi-
cient with the installation of solar
panels, domestic batteries, heat
pumps and improved insulation.
Individual households and hous-
ing providers can make these
changes, too — there are loans

9 .
Mayor’s Diary
Kidderminster Mayor Doug
Hines writes for The Standard

available for many of these meas-
ures and they will reduce your
household bills.

‘We should also cherish, protect,
and extend nature. Trees, mead-
ows and lakes are well-known
moderators of heat, for example.
Plus, ‘getting into’ nature pro-
vides physical and mental health
benefits.

Government is supporting
improved public transport and,
in conjunction with decent local
walking and wheeling routes, we
can reduce vehicle pollution and
improve health in this area, too.

There will always be extreme
weather events, but by taking
action — locally and globally — the
frequency can be reduced.

Also important is that local
authorities and government are
prepared, with plans, for possible
emergencies, to ensure people,
property and nature are protect-
ed.

Coun Doug Hine,
Mayor of Kidderminster
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Vintage travel is
headmg thls way

THE VINTAGE Transport [
Extravaganzawillreturnto
the Severn Valley Railway
(SVR) on Saturday and
Sunday, August 8 and 9.

Across the weekend, visi-
tors can travel behind beau-
tifully restored steam and
diesel locomotives and hop
on and off at different sta-
tions to explore a remark-
able collection of vintage
vehicles, from timeless
motorcars and motorcycles
to gleaming buses, tractors,
lorries and more,

Lewis Maddox, the SVR’s
visitor engagement man-
ager, said: “This event is
a real celebration of every-
thing we love about sum-
mer at the Severn Valley
Railway.

“There’s something truly

magical about the mix of heritage trains, classic
vehicles, and the buzz of families enjoying a day

out together.

“It’s the perfect way to experience the sights,
sounds and spirit of a bygone era.”

The showcase will be open from 10am to 4pm
each day (subject to availability) with station
cafes open for refreshments and picnic spots

along the line to enjoy.

Normal fares apply, with Freedom of the Line
and Short Journey tickets available to purchase

in advance or on the day.

Visitors are encouraged to plan their trip using
the dedicated timetables for the weekend.

The Severn Valley Railway is due to reopen
its full 16.5-mile route from Kidderminster to
Bridgnorth today (Friday) after repairs follow-
ing the landslip at Mor Brook bridge in late
January.

The Vintage Tansport Extravaganza prom-
ises to be a spectacular celebration of vehicles
throughout the ages.

Visit: svr.co.uk for details, timetables, tickets
and more information.

Road and rail power, side-by-side at the
Vintage Transport Extravaganza. Picture
by Charlie Magee. s

TAUN'

of KIDDERMINSTER

THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

S

Caring for families for over 125 years.

KIDDERMINSTER

\’/xa? ’

Since 1900 The Gaunt Family have been providing a first-class
Funeral Service. The multi award winning Funeral Directors have
Funeral Homes across the Black Country
and Worcestershire.
Services including:
¢ 24hr Professional Services
¢ Bespoke Funeral Arrangements
¢ Local Direct Cremations
e Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles
¢ Complimentary Bereavement Counselling
¢ Memorials Stones

¢ Floristry

e Pre Paid Funeral Plans

For a full non-obligational quote, please
speak to one of our Funeral Directors

in Kidderminster on 01562 541 062

or in Stourport on 01299 879 090
or email
gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

info@

Fant

1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster, DY10 1JR. T: 01562 541062
107 The Birches, Stourport on Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 INR. T: 01299 879090
E: info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk W: www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk
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Police

OFFICERS in Kidd-
erminster were tasked
with a tricky bovine mis-
sion when a cow was
found wandering along
a road near the town’s
police station.

The Safer Neighbourhood
Team (SNT) posted pictures
and a video on the Wyre Forest
Police Facebook page, along
with some creative comical
commentary, which included
them telling the animal to
‘Moo-ve along’.

They said they had ‘herd’

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Two PCSOs and members of the
public configure a plan to ‘moo-ve’ the
cow. Pictures by P

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

about the stray calf being on
the loose on Cedar Drive after
it was spotted trotting along
the main road.

They added: “So we hoofed
it to the scene to make sure it
was safe and not posing a haz-
ard to road users.

“We were quickly on the tail
of our bovine buddy, but there
was no need to take her into
custard-y or answer ‘bale’.

“Instead, SNT officers rang
around local farmers to safely

reunite her with her owners in
a cow-ordinated effort between
police and the public.

“We are udder-ly delighted
the situation was resolved with-
out any injuries to calf or mem-
bers of the public and she was
moo-ved on to pastures new.”

Visit this story online at
kidderminsterstandard.co.uk to
click through to watch the video
of the two PCSOs, members of
the public, a wildlife officer and
some off-duty officers help-
ing Norman and Andrew Penny
get the cow safely aboard her
transport home.
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A VJ DAY 80 Family Fun
Day will take place at
the St George’s Club in
Kidderminster from mid-
day on Saturday, August

6.

The event will feature
live music, a tombola,
stalls, a barbecue, a bar
and games.

Tickets for the event
will be £5 per person,
payable on the door.

People wanting stalls
at the event should
email kidderminster.
secretary@rbl.community

All pitches will
be for a donation to
Kidderminster Royal
British Legion’s branch
funds and are also pay-
able on the day.

A service to com-
memorate the 80th
anniversary of Victory
in Japan will take place
at St Mary’s Church on
Friday, August 15 at
6.30pm,

The event will
remember those from
the 7th Battalion
Worcestershire
Regiment who lost their
lives.

It has been organ-
ised by the Mercian
Volunteer Regiment and
Kidderminster Royal
British Legion.

Over 30 years' experience in
the Will writing business

@ The Will Partners

Wills, Trusts & Power
of Attorney

OR

Free review of your
existing Will
e Protect your home and

everything that you have worked
hard for...

e Friendly and experienced local
people
e Free Home Visit

Call us Today

01527 877313

Email: hello@thewillpartners.co.uk

www.thewillpartners.co.uk
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1y Wyre

Forest

advice

WHEN the sun is shining and
temperatures soar, it is easy to
forget about the colder months
ahead, but summer is actu-
ally the perfect time to prepare
your home for winter, espe-
cially when it comes to your
heating system.

Regular maintenance now
can help avoid unexpected
breakdowns when you need
heating the most.

Getting your boiler or heat-
ing system serviced during
the warmer months can mean
shorter waiting times for
appointments and can also
reduce the risk of being left
without heat in the depths of
winter. It can also improve effi-
ciency, saving you money on
your energy bills when the time
comes to switch the heating
back on.

We understand people
may be concerned about the
cost of servicing or upgrad-
ing their heating systems,
but there is help available.

The Government’s Energy
Company Obligation (ECO)
scheme is designed to sup-
port low-income and vulner-
able households in improving
their home’s energy efficiency.
Under ECO, energy companies

Time to get your boiler checked

Now is the time to ensure your boiler and heating system are
working efficiently before the cold weather comes. s

could help fund improvements,
such as insulation, boiler
repairs, boiler replacements or
other upgrades to your heating
system.

You may qualify for the ECO
scheme if you are on certain
benefits, have a low income
and live in a home with a poor
energy efficiency rating. It is
worth checking if you or some-
one you know might be eligi-
ble, so any work can be com-
pleted before the cold weather
sets in.

Please visit the Government
website gov.uk/energy-compa-
ny-obligation to find out more
information on the scheme and
if you could be eligible.

Citizens Advice can help
you understand what support
is available and guide you
through applying for schemes
like ECO. We can also advise
on what could help with energy
bills over winter.

Don’t wait until it’s freezing
to think about heating.

A little planning now can
make a big difference later.

Contact Citizens Advice to
find out more about how we
can help you stay warm and
well this winter.

Call 0808 278 7891, via our
website at wyreforestcab.
org.uk or by emailing: info@
wyreforestcab.org.uk to get in
touch.
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o-ahead for
new parish
councils to
have big role

NEW PARISH councils will
be established in three areas
of Kidderminster next year.

The recommendation to form the
authorities for Cookley, Wolverley
and Lea Castle was considered by
‘Wyre Forest District Council at its
meeting last Wednesday.

A community governance review
was carried out in Wolverley and
Cookley, following a request by the
parish council, which was prompted
by housing growth at Lea Castle.

From August to November 2024,
a public consultation was held, fol-
lowed by a local advisory poll for
electors in the parish in May 2025.

The poll showed clear support for
establishing separate parish coun-
cils in each of the three polling
districts.

Coun Marcus Hart, leader of Wyre
Forest District Council, thanked
everyone who took part in the con-
sultation or gave their view in the
local poll.

At the meeting he pointed out that
more than 80 per cent of the elec-
torate in all three of the polls voted
in favour.

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

“There was strong support in all
areas for the establishment of three
parish councils,” said Coun Hart.

“Parish councils are the first level
of local government and give com-
munities a democratic voice and
structure for taking community
action.

“As the reorganisation of local
government takes place in the coun-
ty, they are likely to have an even
bigger role to play.”

The new parish councils are
set to be created with effect from
September 2026.

The full council also considered
recommendations on several pro-
posed minor boundary changes
which were also subjects of com-
munity governance reviews.

A consultation will take place on
the draft reorganisation orders.

Details of all the recommenda-
tions and consultation results can
be found in the council report.

Visit this story on our website to
click through to the report.

Our Restaurant

Home-grown

Summer Plants
to choose from.

Special offers galore!

serves a wide variety of

Hot food is served

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5:00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am- 4. 30pm

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

home-cooked meals, breakfasts,
puddings, cakes and afternoon teas

Courgettes,

1 Plums,
French Beans,
Stick beans,

Blackberries.

8.30am till 3.30pm daily!

Tel: 01562 777 003

, available
7 days
L@y e aweek!

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬁl’ind us on Facebook
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roof for second
time in months

VANDALS have struck
again at Hurcott Pools
and Wood by damag-
ing the roof of the
bat house - less than
a month after it was
repaired following
another attack.

The site, between
Kidderminster and
Blakedown, is a site of spe-
cific scientific interest for its
wetland habitats, in particu-
lar, the wet woodland.

The bat house was con-
structed during 2019 with the
help of the Worcestershire
Bat Group, using materials
from a disused boathouse.

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris
@bullivantmedia.com

The previous attack at the
bat house was in April. That
was repaired on June 23 but
now it has fallen victim to
vandals again.

The Wyre Forest Rangers
posted a picture of the dam-
age on its Facebook page
and has confirmed it has
reported the incident to
police. The rangers reiter-
ated their commitment to
protecting the area’s wildlife
and slammed the vandals for
their antics.

“While we remain com-
mitted to maintaining this
important habitat, repeated
repairs come at a cost, both
financially and for the wild-
life we're working hard to
protect,” they said.

“Thank you to everyone
who continues to support
our conservation efforts.

“Let’s work together to
keep Hurcott Pools and
‘Wood safe for nature and for
future generations.”

Witnesses or anyone with
information on the vandal-
ism should call police on
101 or independent charity
Crimestoppers on 0800 555
111

Power tools stolen after vans broken into

TWO VANS were bro-
ken into in Mill Lane,
Kidderminster, overnight
between last Wednesday
and Thursday.

Power tools, including
three DeWalt drills, were
taken in the raids.

Would-be

TWO MEN attempted to
steal a car in Stourport
around 11.45pm on
Sunday.

Police said the pair,
who were both dressed in
black and wearing balacla-
vas, got into the vehicle
parked in Oakhampton
Road. They took the hand-
brake off and rolled the
car off the drive.

It was at this point the
owners disturbed them
and they ran off.

Residents living in
Oakhampton Road and the
surrounding area are being
urged to check their CCTV
or doorbell footage to see

Police have urged wit-
nesses or anyone with
information to call officers
on 101 or Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111.

Alternatively, visit the
‘Tell us About it’ section at
westmercia.police.uk and

car thieves

if they have captured any-
thing that could help the
police investigation.

A PROPERTY in Mostyn
Road, Stourport, was bro-
ken into around 3.40am
on Tuesday morning.

The raiders smashed a
back patio window to gain
access to the home.

It is not yet known what
has been taken but it is
thought they were trying
to take the vehicles.

Police have appealed for
information and CCTV or
doorbell footage.

A WHITE five-door

report information there.

Following the thefts,
police have reiterated their
message for drivers to
remove all valuable items
from their vehicles when
they are being left unat-
tended.

disturbed

Peugeot 2008 was stolen
from Birmingham Road in
Kidderminster.

Thieves struck while
the vehicle was parked
near Husum Way around
2.05am last Friday.

The suspect was quite
tall and was wearing a
tracksuit and trainers.
They were carrying a bag.
A second possible suspect
was seen but there is no
description available.

Anyone with information
for any of the incidents
should call police on 101
or Crimestoppers on 0800
555 111.
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of the bat house.
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We Buy

e Medals
*Coins

*Jewellery

e Gold and Silver
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* Soft Touch & Pet-
Friendly

* Fully Permeable - Ideal

for Dogs

* No Latex - Green
Repeat® Technology
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% Recyclable_Artificial Grass)
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* Trusted Local Installer -
Family Run 14 Years

e Showroom in
Bromsgrove -
Trade Welcome

ark, Hanbur‘yv Road, ‘
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School praised
for helping its
pupils flourish

STAFF at Hartlebury
CE Primary School
have been praised by
a church inspector for
the impact of their
Christian commitment
to ‘walk beside’ pupils
daily.

Inspired by the biblical
verse ‘I am always with you’,
the inspector reported how
leaders place the ‘unique
child’ at the heart of their
work.

She said: “Leaders and staff
live out their Christian vision
daily by valuing the unique-
ness of individuals.

“They describe how they

‘scoop up’ those who need
extra care to ensure that no
one is left behind.

“Staff place a protective
arm around those who need
it and deliver high-quality
pastoral provision so that
pupils can flourish.”

The Statutory Inspection
of Anglican and Methodist
Schools (SIAMS) report,
found pupils were nurtured
academically, morally and
spiritually, with interventions
for those with special needs
ensuring learning was fully
accessible and there were
a ‘wealth of enrichments
opportunities’.

The report stated collective

worship at the school fostered
belonging and spiritual growth,
Jjustice and responsibility were
emphasised and RE lessons
encouraged critical thinking
and prepared pupils for life in
a diverse world.

Sophie Bartlett, head of
school, welcomed the report
which, she said, highlighted
their commitment to their
Christian vision, ensuring
pupils and staff flourished
through care, inclusivity and
spiritual development.

“The inspector also noted
the positive impact on our
children through our strong
partnership with St James
Church and how much par-
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Executive headteacher Shelley Reeves-Walters, head of school, Sophie Bartlett and
assistant headteacher Toni Branagh celebrate the SIAMS report with pupils. s

ents and carers valued our
monthly pupil-led church
services,” she added.

There was further praise
for the Severn Academies
Educational Trust, to which
the school belongs, for the

impact of its ‘high-quality
professional development’.
Shelley Reeves-Walters,
executive headteacher of the
trust’s six primary schools,
said: “Hartlebury’s vision
aligns closely with that of

the trust and it was heart-
warming that the inspector
acknowledged our impact in
further enhancing staff well-
being, contributing to a sup-
portive climate where every-
one can thrive.”

PCC urges

residents to have their say in Community Conversation

WEST MERCIA Police and
Crime Commissioner John
Campion is hosting a ‘Community
Conversation’ in Stourport where
residents can air their views on
issues affecting their community.
The evening will focus on
ensuring the voices of the
Stourport collective are at the

Mr Campion and officers from
the Stourport Police Safer
Neighbourhood Team.

Attendees will be able to ask
questions and raise any issues in
their area which disturb or con-
cern them.

Attendees should visit west
mercia-pcc.gov.uk/community

conversation to register their
attendance.

Mr Campion said: “I have
received correspondence from
local communities about concerns
in relation to crime and anti-
social behaviour in Stourport.

“I am reassured that West
Mercia Police is taking those

reports seriously, but I want

to give the whole community a
platform to have their say so we
can ensure all concerns are being
acted on. Previous Community
Conversations have highlighted
the real difference communities
can make, so I would encourage
you to come along.”

by Rafi Khan

heart of positive change for the
area.

The event will be held at Areley
Kings Village Hall from 6pm on
August 13.

It will provide an opportu-
nity for residents to hear from
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A blackcap bird feeding in a
tree. Photo by Lesley Betts. s

Council ‘proud’
to see schemes
up for awards

A COMMUNITY litter-
picking scheme and the
Wyre Forest Rangers
have been shortlisted
in the 2025 Association
for Public Service
Excellence (APSE)
Service Awards.

Adopt a Street, which
is in the running for the
Best Community and
Neighbourhood accolade,
encourages people to help
keep their local area look-
ing clean and tidy, running
alongside the council’s
street cleaning service.

People sign up to the
scheme and can then access
free litter-picking equipment
and bags to help them keep
their chosen area pristine.

The Wyre Forest Rangers,
shortlisted in the ‘Best
Service Team: Parks,
Grounds and Horticultural’
category, play a massive role
in conserving, managing and

by Jeanna Karcz

enchancing 654 acres of the
district’s landscape.

The small team over-
sees three Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSIs)
and 14 Local Nature Reserves
(LNRs) and enhances the
experience of those who
visit them.

They also provide an envi-
ronmental education service
and look for opportunities
to enhance the district’s nat-
ural environment.

The APSE Service Awards
are open to all local authori-
ties and their public sector
partners across the country,
rewarding excellent front-
line services and special
schemes.

Coun Tracey Onslow,
‘Wyre Forest District
Council Cabinet Member
for Culture, Leisure, Arts
and Community Safety, said:
“We are extremely proud to

be shortlisted in two cat-
egories for this year’s APSE
Service Awards.

“It is great recognition for
both our offices and volun-
teers who work tirelessly on
our Adopt a Street scheme,
which makes a real differ-
ence in the district.

“It is also a testament to
the hard work and dedica-
tion of our fantastic team
of rangers, who make sure
our sites are maintained
for biodiversity, community
enjoyment and future gen-
erations.”

The winners of the APSE
Service Awards will be
announced in September.

Visit wyreforestdc.gov.
uk/adoptastreet for more
information on the Adopt a
Street scheme or ways to get
involved.

Go to wyreforestdc.gov.
uk/rangers for more infor-
mation on the ranger serv-
ice.

News and sport online: www.kidderminsterobserver.co.uk

=

Feather in the blackcap for photographer

AN IMAGE captured by a
Stourport-based photogra-
pher has been selected to
feature in a local wildlife
charity’s upcoming calen-
dar.

The photographer’s
image will feature in
Worcestershire Wildlife
Trust’s 2026 calendar after
coming out on top in the
charity’s annual photo
competition.

Lesley Betts snapped a
blackcap bird whilst it was
feeding on spindle berries
in a sorbus tree. Her image
will feature for the month
of November within the
calendar.

She said: “We are privi-

leged to support a male
and female blackcap during
the winter months, attract-
ed to our spindle berries
and sorbus tree.

“I love how he is gazing
at the delights that await
him. Armed with camera
and long lens, I was able to
catch the mtensny of his
gaze.”

The popular annual com-
petition aims to encourage
people to take a closer
look at the wonders of the
county’s natural world.

Wendy Carter, organiser
of the competition, said: “A
big thanks to everyone who
entered.

“It is always a pleasure

to see the natural beauty of
the county captured so well
and the standard of images
was truly exceptional.
“Congratulations to all
winners and runners-up.”
Winners receive a copy
of the charity’s fundraising
calendar, which features
a different winning image
each month along with a
selection from runners-up.
The calendars cost §£8.
All proceeds directly
benefit the trust’s work to
protect Worcestershire’s
wildlife and to create habi-
tats on our nature reserves.
Visit worcswildlifetrust.
co.uk/shop for more infor-
mation.

Matthew Phillips Surveyors

Licensed | Leisure | Commercial Property

For Sale — Two attractive traditional neighbouring cottages set in Ombersley village, Worcestershire.

NOW WITH EXTENSIVE GARDEN AREA

* Cottages No. 1 & No.2, Main Road, Ombersley, Worcestershire, WR9 0DS.
* Land to the rear of the properties included, providing extensive garden area.

NG

Cottage 1

= * Ombersley recently named by the Daily Mail as among “The poshest villages
in the UK’.

* Freehold with vacant possession.

* Traditional residential terraced cottages.

* Each cottage has a lounge, fully fitted kitchen, two bedrooms and a
bathroom.

» Side access to off road parking at the rear with a private enclosed decked
garden area and additional extensive land to the rear.

* Excellent down sizing or starter home opportunities.
Freehold Asking Prices:
Cottage No. 1 - £255,000 & Cottage No. 2 - £215,000
Please contact Steph Russell on 0121 353 2757 or

steph@matthewphillipssurveyors.co.uk for further information or to
arrange viewings.

Lichfield Business Village, Staffordshire University Lichfield Centre,
The Friary, Lichfield, Staffordshire WS13 6QG

Telephone: 0121 353 2757
www.matthewphillipssurveyors.co.uk

Limited - Registered in England - Company Number 587 7 - Regulated by RICS

Matthew Phillips Surveyors
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Putting on a show to raise funds

A MAN from Stourport who
lives with motor neurone
disease is hoping to raise
as much cash as possible for
the charity which is battling
the condition and is trying to
find a cure.

Graham Sumner is a singer and,
before his voice goes, he and some
friends in the industry are plan-
ning to put on an amazing show in
aid of the Motor Neurone Disease
Association (MNDA) and to raise
awareness of the condition.

As well as the show itself, at
Allen’s Sports Bar in Tipton on
September 5, he and his wife Eileen
are looking for any local business
which can donate raffle prizes or
any sort of donation for this event.

Graham and Eileen met in
Tenerife 20 years ago in a bar that
he was running over there.

The pair got together and, soon
after, settled in Stourport where
the couple have many family and
friends.

The couple married on October 2,
2015, at Stourport Manor Hotel and
had 250 guests.

Graham, being a singer, has per-
formed all over Worcestershire and
Birmingham.

Then, on November 15 last year,
a neurologist at Kidderminster
Hospital said Graham could have
MND.

In March this year - after many
tests and visits to the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham
- Graham was confirmed as having
the condition.

The terminal diagnosis suggested
he could have up to three years to

live but it could be anything from
six months onwards.

After Graham and Eileen got their
heads around the news, they began

Singer Graham will be per-
forming along with four other
acts on September 5. s

raising awareness and funds for the
MND charity.

They set up a JustGiving page
which has inspired family members
to undertake a swimathon.

Then Graham and his good friend,
who is also a singer, held a char-
ity evening in Blackburn, where
Graham is originally from

So far, the drive has raised more
than £6,000 for the cause.

Eileen has just retired from Marks
and Spencer in Kidderminster after
working there for 19 years to spend
more precious time with her hus-
band.

The M&S in Weaver’'s Wharf,
where Eileen worked, has also
made the MNDA its chosen charity
for the year.

Eileen said: “The diagnosis was
devastating but Graham is so posi-
tive - we have our fingers crossed
we will have as much time as pos-
sible together.

“Graham will have to bank his
voice as MND takes this away so
before this happens we are holding
a big singing event at Allen’s.

“It has been organised by our
lovely friends and neighbours Terry
and Pat Roper - there will be five
acts on the evening of September

“But to raise as much as possible
we are hoping to hold a raffle to
boost the funds.

“Any help people can give - no
matter how large or small - will be
greatly appreciated.”

The event will feature Graham
Gold, Lacey Louise, Terry Dee,
David Laine and Spangles Galore.

All the acts will be giving their
time for free.

Several Stourport businesses
have already donated raffle prizes,
including Furrytales dog grooming
salon, American Nails, Stourport
Nails, Ashley’s Bakery, Manton’s

Eileen and Graham want
to raise as much as pos-
sible for the MNDA. s

motorné
oSS A

Goldsmiths jewellers, Kam’s Barber
Shop, Serendipity, Naughty Little
Chef at the Swan, Esthe Couture
Cakes and Worcestershire Caravan
Park.

Any other people or businesses

who could donate a raffle prize
should email Eileen at: eileenhugh-
es321@hotmail.com - they can
also message to buy tickets for the
evening.
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/7 GABLE REGYCLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal

Collection Service Available

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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‘Youth Cabinet will build on its
already great work’ - Cameron

A TEENAGER from Bewdley
has been appointed as the
new chair of Worcestershire
Youth County Council
Cabinet.

Cameron Henry, who is 15,
took over from Anusha who
stepped down after four years in
the role.

She is preparing to study history
at the University of Cambridge in
September.

The cabinet is a team aged
between 11 and 18 who aim to
provide young people within the
county a voice on key issues they
feel matter most and share them
with local, regional, and national

governing authorities,
local MPs.

Last year’s Cabinet manifesto
mainly focused on health and well-
being, crime and safety and educa-
tion and learning. They were cho-
sen from the votes of the youth
across Worcestershire as part
of the National Make Your Mark
Campaign.

Cameron said: “First and fore-
most, Anusha has been an inspira-
tional chair who has tried hard to
make a difference where it matters.

“She has left a tremendous legacy
and I'm looking forward to work-
ing with the cabinet, building on
the work we have started, but also
introducing a range of new initia-

including

tives which are outlined in the cabi-
net’s manifesto.”

Coun Justin Bowen,
‘Worcestershire County Council
Cabinet Member, with Responsibility
for Children and Families said: “The
‘Worcestershire Youth Cabinet plays
a vital role in ensuring young peo-
ple across the county have a voice
and are actively involved in shaping
the services that matter most to
them.

“It’s incredibly important that we
listen to their views, understand
their priorities, and work alongside
them to create real change.

“I'm  delighted to welcome
Cameron into his new role as Chair
and look forward to seeing the

Cabinet continue to thrive under his
leadership.”

Any young person between the
ages of 11 and 18 can attend one of
the cabinet meetings.

Full meetings are held once a
month, where a wide range of issues
that are important to young people
are discussed.

People who are interested in
attending or find out more about
the cabinet, should visit: worcester-
shire.gov.uk/youthcabinet or email
Youthvoiceteam@worcestershire.
gov.uk for more information.

Cameron Henry has taken over
as chair from Anusha who held
the post for four years. s

Government funding boosted 20 schemes across Wyre Forest District

WYRE FOREST received over
£3million investment through UK
Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF)
in the last three years for projects
across the district.

A total of 20 schemes received
funding between 2022 and 2025,
including the upgrade of commu-
nity facilities and nearly £200,000
awarded in grants to community
groups and businesses.

Projects have improved public
spaces, strengthened local busi-
nesses and created new opportu-
nities for residents.

UKSPF was launched by the
former Government in 2022 to
improve regional prosperity and
tackle local inequalities.

The council delivered projects
under three key themes -
Communitiesand Place, Supporting
Local Business, and People and
Skills.

Over the three-year programme,
the council worked with local deliv-
ery partners to maximise impact
and ensure benefits were felt
across the district.

Investment was made in key

community assets, such as
Stourport Community Centre,
Spennells changing rooms, The
Weaving Sheds, The Old Court,
and St Anne’s Church.

Local green spaces and events
have also been supported.

Local businesses benefited from
free advice, start-up events, men-
toring, innovation grants, skills
workshops, tourism marketing,
carbon reduction funding and busi-
ness incubation programmes.

Residents received support and
guidance to secure employment

and develop their skills.

Employers have benefited from
workforce upskilling grants.

CounDanMorehead, Wyre Forest
District Council’s Cabinet Member
for Economic Regeneration,
Planning and the Green Agenda,
said “Through the UK Shared
Prosperity Fund, we've been able
to deliver targeted support where
it matters most by improving our
community facilities, helping busi-
nesses grow and giving residents
the tools to succeed.

“These investments have cre-

ated real momentum across Wyre
Forest and we’re proud of what's
been achieved.”

A full report on the outputs and
outcomes of the UKSPF 2022-25
programme in Wyre Forest is avail-
able at: wyreforestdc.gov.uk - the
council’s website:

Further UKSPF funding of just
over £1million has been secured
for the 2025-26 financial year,
which will continue to provide sup-
port for Wyre Forest communities,
businesses and residents.

'
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01789415111 07729 689239

ALL PRODUCTS
HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE
BACKED
WARRANTY

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and lifle overheads

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

Ful ited

Competitive Prices

BILL MOORE’S

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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Just for Pets

Just for Pets, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG
(Next to ASDA)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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FUN FOR ALL: THERE will be plenty of things to do
for all ages this weekend when the Love Kidderminster
fun day comes to the town centre.

Organised by the Kidderminster BID and the Fab
Food Fest, there will be plenty of live entertainment
and activities between 11am and 4pm tomorrow
(Saturday, July 26).

At the Swan Centre, Boogie Storm will perform at
11.45am and 1.45pm. The group of Star Wars Storm
Troopers appeared on a previous series of Britain’s
Got Talent. Also at that venue will be Chaos Magic
at 1pm and 2.45pm, Chloe May’s Dance Academy at
2.15pm and the Shanty Crew and Drumbeatables at
3.20pm.

Other activities at the Swan Centre will include hair
braiding, arts and crafts and playzone.

At Weaver’s Wharf, there will be funfair rides, a mini
farm, free face painting and free popcorn.

The Baby Dino Walkabout will be every hour, on the
half-hour from 10.30am to 2.30pm, while the Large
Dino Walkabout will be on the hour, every hour, from
11am to 2pm.

And in the High Street, there will be walkabout acts
at 11.30am, 2pm and 2.45pm and firebreathers at
12.30pm, 1.30pm and 2.30pm.

Visit: facebook.com/KiddiBID - the Kidderminster
BID Facebook page - for more information.

GET |INVOLVED: BEWDLEY’s first Dementia
Awareness Day will take place on Sunday, August
10.

From 10am to 11pm, there will be a dedicated serv-
ice at St Anne’s Church.

From 11.30am to 3pm, there will be chess and
games for all ages in the foyer of Bewdley Museum.
That has been organised by Bewdley Chess Club.

From midday in the Queen Elizabeth Il Jubilee
Gardens, there will be information stalls, a raffle,
therapy dogs, face painting and the Garden Kitchen
will be putting on a barbecue.

And from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, there will be free live
music with The Severn Wonderers, a unique group
playing music from across the decades.

A host of Bewdley businesses, along with the
rowing club, tennis club, cricket club and Bewdley
Brewery will be supporting the day.

People are urged to ‘pick up a map of events’
- available from the Green Cobbler and Bewdley
Museum - and get involved.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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‘Bridge reopening is
weather dependent’

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE BEALES Corner Flood Risk
Management Scheme in Bewdley
is progressing well and contrac-
tors are now in the final stages
of completing the construction
work.

A lot of hard work has gone into
enabling the Kidderminster Road and
Bewdley Bridge to open as soon as pos-
sible.

Provided the contractors can lay some
specialist coloured tarmac next week,
Bewdley Bridge will reopen again to two-

way traffic next Friday, August 1.

This specialist tarmac requires dry
conditions and cannot be laid in the rain,
so everyone is hoping for good weather
next week.

The Stourport Road will remain closed
into September, with the formal open-
ing of the flood scheme currently being
planned for early September.

Another update and further details will
be given by the contractors at the start
of next week.

James Turner, Senior User of the
Beales Corner Flood Risk Management
Scheme, issued an update via Bewdley
Town Council.

He said: “Like many people in Bewdley

Bewdley Bridge is set to reopen next Friday, pro-
vided the weather stays dry enough for the specialist
tarmac to be laid. Picture by Bewdley Town Council.

and the surrounding areas, the project
team would also like the bridge to open
two-way as soon as possible.

“We are now into the final weeks and
would therefore like to thank you for
your ongoing patience and support.”

The amount being spent on the flood
defences at Beales Corner totals around
S2miillion as part of the Government’s
§2.65billion nationwide flood defence
investment.

Tens of thousands of homes and busi-
nesses will be better protected from
flooding as by the record package which,
as well as building new flood defenc-
es, will also see those already in place
repaired and maintained.

W
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The Cumbrian Mountain Express

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500

Saturday 2 August
and 11 October 2025

Steam across the scenic Settle and
Carlisle line.

This day trip provides a wonderful
opportunity to get out and about with the
added bonus of steam haulage over the
Northern Fells, including the spectacular
Settle & Carlisle Railway.

We have a high speed journey down the
West Coast Main Line to Carnforth, hauled
by a blue class 86 electric locomotive.

We then enjoy a circular steam tour
outwards via Shap to Carlisle and back via
the Settle and Carlisle line.

SINiER, SR
BRITISH BRITISH
TRAVEL TRAVEL
AWARDS VARDS
2024

BESTTRAVEL COMPANY

ST TRAE ENpART BEST SPECIAL WTEREST
AL BALOATS AN

RAL HOUOATS HOLIDAY Cou

Refreshments available to purchase on board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £45 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability.
The Railway Touring Company’s standard conditions of booking and travel apply — see website for details. Images are for illustration purposes only — locos/trains may differ.
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
UMMER SAVINGS THROUGHOUT STORE

20%
Cllpud Zerp

Exemption where
applicable

ZERO GRAVITY
SER % :
%m:ns ] (et 3 f§
TORE

ADJUSTABLE BEDS AVAILABLE,  DUAL MOTOR / CLOUD ZERO RISER e
VAT EXEMPTION WHERE APPLICABLE L CLINCRS AVALABLE N S SizEe  RANGE OF RISER RECLINERS IN STORE

(BT}

KING SIZE FOR THE
PRICE OF A DOUBLE OR
SUPER KING FOR THE

PRICE OF A KING

" MODELS IN STORE LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE  LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE

" NEW BEDROOM RANGE CO UK MADE FULLY ASSEMBLED
AVAILABLE IN ensv MIST OR WHITE WITH SOLID OAK ueunops NEW LIVE EDGE DINING SET IN STORE ROOM RANGES

LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE REN % FU ‘Tﬁ'r"o%‘é‘{'é‘é“ FEGLINERY

* COMPLETE
OTTOMAN &
PACKAGES |

— = FROM ™
UK MADE - NEW IN STORE UK MADE CORNER GROUP, MANAGERS SPECIAL ; - \£699 RISER LARGE RANGE IN

WAS £4496 NOW £995 !! LIMITED STOCK

01905 796507 - info@svfonline.co.uk
21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WR9 8EJ

RECLINERS

installation & disposal available. 35+ years trading experience

facebook Open 7 days Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm. Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm
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Contest provides students with a
STEM-sational year of activities

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.
com

MORE than 80 schools from
across the county took part
in the 2025 Worcestershire
Primary STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Maths) finals.

Hosted at Yamazaki Mazak UK
in Worcester and at Kidderminster
College, the competition engages
primary school students in a STEM
challenge and gets them to embrace
and develop their STEM skills to
create an innovative solution to the
set challenge.

Created by Worcestershire Local
Enterprise Partnership, the contest
aims to get young people to develop
and enjoy STEM based skills to help
inspire and encourage them to pur-
sue STEM careers in the future.

Across the whole competition in
2025 over 3,500 students took part
from 83 schools.

The actual STEM challenge stu-
dents have to complete is also set
by Worcestershire companies and
this year it was set by Titan Steel
‘Wheels, which manufactures large
scale wheels for construction and
heavy machinery vehicles.

The company sets the challenge
for students to design and build a
hauler or loader system for mov-
ing materials from one location to

another. As well as taking part in
the competition, students were also
treated to tours of the Yamazaki
Mazak building and Kidderminster
College centre, to showcase to
them how the skills they had been
using could be expanded upon in
the future.

Westacre Middle School and
Pendock Primary School won the
Worcester final, with Cropthrone
with Charlton CofE First School
and Abberley Parochial VC Primary
School coming as runners up.

Aston Fields Middle School won
the Kidderminster final with Stoke
Prior First School the runners up.

Judy Gibbs, Director of Skills
for the Worcestershire Local
Enterprise Partnership, and head of
service for Skills and Employability
at Worcestershire County Council,
said: “It was fantastic to deliver the
‘Worcestershire Primary STEM chal-
lenge for another year.

“To see the growing interest from
schools and our business commu-
nity is brilliant.

“By delivering this competition,
we are helping to inspire the next
generation to enjoy STEM skills and
pursue STEM-based careers which,
as a result, will help our local econ-
omy to grow.

“I'd like to say a massive thank
you to STEMworks, Yamazaki
Mazak and Kidderminster College,
and all of our judges for making this
competition and finals possible.”

Cat Lewis, Principal of

Kidderminster College, said: “It
was a real pleasure to welcome
the Worcestershire Primary STEM
Challenge final to Kidderminster
College this year.

“Seeing so many young peo-
ple engaged in hands-on problem
solving and creative thinking was
incredibly uplifting.

“Events like this show just how

powerful STEM education can be in
sparking curiosity and confidence.

“We hope by opening our doors
and showcasing what technical edu-
cation looks like, we've planted a
few seeds for the future.

“Whether it’s construction, engi-
neering, digital technologies, or sci-
ence, there’s a world of opportunity
waiting, and we’d love to see these

bright young minds back here in
a few years, exploring those paths
with us.”

Visit stemworks.co.uk for more
information.

More than 80 schools from
across the county took part
in the 2025 Worcestershire
Primary STEM finals.s

S ETH
MARSH 2
_SHOW _

LIVESTOCK
FIRST PRIZE

anaity sponwored by

ot s 5rovp.

www.moretonshow.co.uk

Saturday 6th
September 2025

Fun for all the family:

Broke FMX, Attwell Farm Park,
Premium Livestock Showing, Arena
Eventing Competition, Welsh Axemen,
Sheep Shearing Competitions, Vintage
Tractor Display, Top Show Jumping,
Oxford Sandy & Black Pig Display,
Rural Crafts & Fabulous British Food!

PLUS lots of free activities
for all to enjoy!

Showsground Opening Hours 8.30 - 17.30

(2 adults & up
to 3 children)

01.03.2025
- 31.07.2025

Butler Sherborn ¥

The Cotswold property specialists

01.08.2025
— 05.09.2025

SCAN THE QR CODE TO

BUY SHOW TICKETS!

BUY TICKETS ONLINE:

www.moretonshow.co.uk

or call 01608 651908
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Kitchen Makeovers

Quicker, Cheaper and Far
less fuss than a total kitchen!

FREE Cornice Pelmets
& Plinths this SUMMER

when you let us update your kitchen
using beautiful New Doors & Worktops

Beautiful Kitchen Makeovers start from around £3000

® FREE Cabinet Trims + Bumper 20% Discount
Transform your kitchen for much less than a total replacement in about one day
& ® Request a brochure or a free on the spot quote today

Hurry..this offer must end Soon!

Request a brochure 0800 088 7044

Book a home visit 0330 321 0461

Visit us online
— www.doorsandworktops.com
-_Door Sales Group Main Office: Doors House Wordsley Green West Midlands DY8 5PD - Telephone 01384 660065 - 01384 293654 *Excludes Hi Gloss and Painted -
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WEST Mercia Police is
set for a boost in offic-
er numbers following
its latest recruitment
drive.

The force will gain more
than 50 new officers work-
ing across Herefordshire,
Shropshire and Worec-
estershire in various roles.

A total of 29 police consta-
bles have been hired (five of
which will be dedicated rural
crime officers), as well as
two sergeants and 20 PCSOs
(police community support

officers).
In West Mercia, police
officer numbers reached

record levels in 2023. As
part of the budget for 23/24,
officer numbers were boosted
by a further 40, with ten ded-
icated town centre policing
teams launching in 2024.
Chief constable Richard
Cooper said: “These extra
officers will be a welcome
addition to our neighbour-
hood policing teams. They
are being posted to roles
where data and intelligence
shows they are needed most.
“This includes rural crime

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham
@bullivantmedia.com

officers, safer neighbour-
hood teams and our town
centre teams, all of which will
help increase our presence in
local communities and ensure
we are tackling crime for the
people we serve.”

This latest investment sup-
ports the delivery of local pri-
orities set out in the police and
crime commissioner’s West
Mercia Safer Communities
Plan while contributing to
the national Neighbourhood
Policing Guarantee.

Police and crime commis-
sioner John Campion said:
“Neighbourhood policing is a
key pillar in efforts to tackle
crime and build relationships
with local communities.

“I know this year-round
work is valued by the pub-
lic, and that’s why recruiting
these extra officers is anoth-
er example of my continued
focus on keeping communi-
ties safe. As your voice in
policing, I will work with
the chief constable to ensure

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Police recruit
50 new officers
to boost teams

you feel and see the benefits
of this increase by continu-
ing to focus on boosting the
visibility and accessibility of
officers by embedding them
in the heart of your com-
munity.”

The recruitment drive in
upping officer numbers come
in the wake of staff cuts
across the force for non-po-
licing roles.

The chief constable and
PCC jointly announced the
roll-out of two schemes offer-
ing staff voluntary resigna-
tion with a lump sum pay-
ment or a voluntary reduc-
tion in hours. The schemes
were announced to combat
financial shortfalls within the
force.

West Mercia Police also
said they have made deliber-
ate efforts to protect neigh-
bourhood officers from being
pulled from their roles into
emergency response, SO
they can remain embedded
in their communities. They
referred to this as a ‘bal-
anced approach’ to ‘priori-
tise community safety and
protect the most vulnerable
from crime.’
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LEFT: PCSO Dave Clee from Worcester SNT were among the officers giving advice out to
young people. RIGHT: Isaac P meets some creatures with Animal Mania. s

Sport & Sensory brings lots of fun

FOSTER families and
looked-after children
enjoyed the county’s
annual Fun Day, organised
by Worcestershire County
Council’s Youth Voice
team.

This year’s theme was,
as decided by the chil-
dren, ‘Sport and Sensory’.

A barefoot sensory
walk was one of the many
exciting activities on
offer, as well as bouncy
castles provided by BBC
Inflatables, face painting
by Funky Faces, animal

encounters with Animal
Mania, and creative activi-
ties by Green Fingers and
Museums Worcestershire.

To keep the children
active, sporty games
were led by the Freedom
Leisure team.

West Mercia Police
were also in attendance,
chatting to the young peo-
ple throughout the day,
answering questions and
debunking myths.

The team’s outgoing and
friendly demeanour helped
convey the message that

the purpose of the police
is ‘to keep people safe’.

Coun Justin Bowen,
cabinet member for
children and families at
‘Worcestershire County
Council, said: “This event
is an important opportu-
nity for our looked-after
children and young peo-
ple to come together and
enjoy a fun, welcoming
day of activities.”

Each child returned
home with a goodie bag
filled with things they had
made, decorated or won.

‘ 7 Holidays

OF NORTH WALES

Departing Mon 27 Oct ‘25

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

& breakfast
¢/ Entertainment some evenings

Vv Free time in Llandudno

Single Supplement £75

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342

33 numbers are free within inclusive

GREAT LITTLE TRAINS

514

minutes package

Trustpilot

& PORTMEIRION

Enjoy a visit to the unique, Italianate village of Portmeirion
and discover the historic railways and meandering tramways
of North Wales on this fantastic five-day break, based in
Llandudno, the ‘Queen of the Welsh Resorts’.

¢ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport
¢ 4 nights at the Baytree Hotel, Llandudno (JG3 rating) with dinner

¢ Heritage journeys on the Welsh Highland Railway,

Great Orme Tramway & Ffestiniog Railway

v/ Excursions to Caernarfon & Portmeirion

5 Days by Coach OVL@ £479

therwise st

TURKEY & TINSEL

Departing Mon 1 Dec ‘25

) A _"'ﬁ.' Il
BOURNEMOUTH & THE NEW FOREST

o

Let’s get excited about Christmas with a seasonal dinner
menu, a fantastic bar offer and entertainment every night

at our hotel! From our base in Bournemouth, we also get to
explore neighbouring nautical Poole and the timeless beauty

of the New Forest.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

v/ 4 nights at a selected hotel in Bournemouth (JG2 or JG3 rating) with
dinner & breakfast (includes traditional ‘Christmas’ dinner)

¢ 2 for 1bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

v/ After-dinner tea & coffee

v/ Light entertainment every evening

v/ Excursions to the New Forest (Lyndhurst, Brockenhurst and

Lymington) & Poole

Optional excursion to Dorchester Market & Weymouth (£14pp)

5 Days by Coach OVL@ £249

Single Supplement £80

or visit us online at

H justgohols
justgoholidays.com/OSG

Reader Travel

WARNER ISLE OF
WIGHT EXPERIENCE

Departing Mon 24 Nov ‘25

Exclusive for our customers, treat yourself to a fantastic
Warner Leisure break on the Isle of Wight, perfect to
get you in the Christmassy mood! Relax and enjoy some
early celebrations with great food, a free bar offer and

West End-style entertainment.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Kidderminster, Stourport
v/ 4 nights at the Warner Norton Grange Coastal Village, Isle of Wight
(JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast

v/ Welcome drink & mince pies

v/ Free bar (6pm-midnight) on selected drinks

¢/ Daytime activities

v/ West End-style entertainment every evening

v/ Use of leisure facilities

v’ Excursions to Newport, Ryde & Cowes
v Optional Island Highlights tour (£14pp)

5 Days by Coach OVL@ £439

Single Supplement £120

\LVER
WEDIUs,
BRITISH
TRAVEL
AWARDS
2024

BEST COMPANY
o
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“ELMS

SUNVIMER BBEBQ

FRIDAY &1 HAUGUSTZ02%5.: M TOP N
ADUEEESOICHIED S 1D wadere)

wWe're firingup thegrill, mixing the drinks, and turning tp the cuncdfor
alrclaRed summer evenmg with gréat companys
Join usTeroeod food,liveimusic; andgood vibes gamarantced.

ScantheOR code to
purchase your tickets now

For more information call the team on 01299 896666 Or
head to our website www.theelmshotel.co.uk

10 BOOK

01299 896666 | www.theelmshotel.co.uk

. = ( “
‘ A I ¥ il
Slow down your Sunday with a delicious Dive into a tower of treats, fluffv scones,

roast,all the trimmings, and warm, relaxed  #& - and dainty delights — our afternoon teais

vibes- the perfect end to your weekend. i yourexcuse to Sip, nibble, and feel fancy!
\ p i =
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PALACE FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS
THEATRE Box Office 01527 65203

. i BEN THOMPSON
TRAIIE. '

V.3 | ELVIS

Ve Ultlimals Snpricncen

THUR 4 SEPT : 7.30PM SAT 6 SEPT : 7.30PM

GZ\RPENTE&Q\ | |covrLEs e

D L\ULDTE‘\T

REDDITCH XL | [~ [‘ g‘%

COMEDYCLUB | | W

ED BYRNE, IVO GRAHAM, RUSSELL HICKS & PRAKASH JIRJIADHUN

WED 10 SEPT : 7.30PM FRI12 SEPT : 7.30PM WED 17 SEPT : 7.30PM

clildren's'lVI.ogend . Emmerdale& THE MAGICAL

& Masterchef - ; . . Coronation Street , e
DAVE BENSON PIIILI.IPS - ';:.\-._BII.I. WARD PANTOMIME
.

ADVENTURE

Britain’s Got Talent

¥ 8 DEC*25- 4 JAN 26
" 'BOX OFFICE 01527 65203
REDDITCHPALACETHEATRE, CO.UK

ONLINE BOOKING WWW. reddltchpalacetheatre co. uk
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Simple tips
to help bring
wildlife into
your garden

A NEW campaign is urging those
with a love for gardening to cre-
ate a much-needed natural space
for native hedgehogs.

Aspart of ‘Go WILD for Hedgehogs’,
gardeners and householders are
being encouraged to create an area
for much-needed natural insect prey
and nesting materials for the prickly
creatures.

The drive, which begins this month,
is being led by the People’s Trust
for Endangered Species (PTES) and
The British Hedgehog Preservation
Society (BHPS).

The two prominent charities are
determined to protect hedgehogs due
to their population declining and
them being listed as ‘near threatened’
on the The International Union for
Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red
List.

Leaving a wild, undisturbed patch
in a garden and recording its location
online not only creates much needed
food and shelter, it also tells conser-
vationists at PTES and BHPS where
hedgehog havens are and where more
are needed.

On top of creating wild patches,
Hedgehog Street suggests that - to
go the extra mile - people should
plant wildflower seeds in autumn
(September to November) to further
attract pollinators and other insects
the following year.

This heavily benefits the near
threatened mammals as it provides
a crucial food source and habitat by
creating a thriving ecosystem.

Hedgehog Street would like to
share updates and helpful top tips,
such as how to maximise the nutri-
tional wild patches, what to look
out for and ways to help Hedgehogs
within season changes.

Grace Johnson, an officer of the
wild for Hedgehog Street said: “Wild
patches are a brilliant way to help
hedgehogs, they’re minimal effort
and cost.”

“By simply allowing an area to
grow a little wild and undisturbed,
you can help to create a diverse habi-
tat that’s perfect for hedgehogs and
other garden wildlife in the heart of
our villages, towns and cities.

“Instead of weeding and mowing,
sit back, relax and watch nature

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

People are being urged to ‘Go WILD for hedgehogs’ by creating

natural spaces in their gardens. Picture by Chri

pher Morgan.

Wild patches (INSET) will provide places for insécts hedgehogs
can use as food and habitats. Picture by Grag Johnson. s

thrive in your garden.”

Hedgehogs face many threats and
are in widespread decline.

According to the State of Britain’s
Hedgehogs 2022 report, published
by BHPS and PTES, rural popula-
tions have plummeted by between 30
to 75 per cent since 2000.

But, encouragingly, the report also
showed that populations in urban
areas may be starting to recover,
likely thanks to Hedgehog Street’s
130,000 volunteer Hedgehog
Champions.

The new ‘Go WILD for Hedgehogs’
campaign builds on this as gardens,
and especially wild patches, can offer
important refuges for hedgehogs and
can help reverse the decline that
this much-loved nocturnal species
is facing.

Extra ways to turn any garden into
a hedgehog haven include providing
compost heaps and log and leaf piles

to further encourage natural nsect
prey and offer places to nest, leaving
out shallow dishes of water, and/or
creating a wildlife pond with sloping
sides or an escape ramp.

‘Hedgehog highways’ are also
encouraged - this sees people cut
a 13cm x 13cm square hole into
fences on each side of their gar-
den to enable hedgehogs to roam
between green spaces in search of
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food, shelter and mates.

Those without a garden can still
help hedgehogs too - by contact-
ing local councils and developers to
highlight the importance of manag-
ing parks and public green spaces
for hedgehogs, call for new-build
sites to be hedgehog friendly and
raise awareness of the urgent need to
help hedgehogs by sharing PTES and
BHPS'’ social media posts and talking
with friends, family, neighbours and
colleagues about ways they can help
hedgehogs.

And people can become a volun-
teer ‘spotter’ for PTES and BHPS’
National Hedgehog Monitoring
Programme, which can be done from
people’s own homes, is a great way
to help too.

Visit: hedgehogstreet.org/go-wild-
for-hedgehogs for more on the cam-
paign and to register a wild patch.

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

cluding VAT. E
authorised and regulated by the Fi

th

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR12AT
Tel: 01905 886750

DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES
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How to give your bank

balance a holiday too...

WE all know holidays are not
cheap, with travel, accommoda-
tion, excursions and more all
adding up.

That’s why Marc Porcar, CEO of
QR Code Generator PRO SL - qrfy.
com - has compiled some top tips on
how to save money on your trip.

He said: “A trip abroad doesn’t
have to be as expensive as you
think. Planning smartly and choos-
ing options that are suitable for
your budget will help you keep costs
down while booking and enjoying
your holiday.”

Travel at less busy, off-peak times -
Holidays will be cheaper if booked
during the school term. Try to
remain flexible and open-minded
regarding dates, flight times and
accommodation types. If you have
to travel in the school holidays,
choosing which day to travel can
make a difference. Flights leaving
in the earlier days of the week tend
to be cheaper.

Make the most of coupons and dis-
counts - Many booking sites will
have discounts or coupons avail-
able to help customers save cash.
Utilise these when possible, as by
opting for a slightly more expen-
sive holiday, you may end up sav-
ing more if there’s a discount or
coupon that will reduce the price
significantly.

Take advantage of comparison web-
sites - These websites are great
tools to ensure you're getting the
best deals. Comparison websites
are also extremely useful when it
comes to purchasing travel insur-
ance.

Consider an all-inclusive package
holiday - An all-inclusive pack-
age can be a fantastic way to save
money. Half-board packages can
be ideal, as you can eat out for
lunch in the day and have dinner at
your hotel. Package holidays often
work out cheaper and are fuss-free
if your priority is having the most
restful and relaxing time possible.

Pack light and avoid paying for lug-
gage - If you're taking heavy cases,
weigh them before leaving your
house to avoid extra charges. Try
to pack light by compiling a pack-
ing list in advance and only pack
what you need. Pick clothing that
is light and be sure to include
some items you can re-wear or mix
and match with other pieces.

Opt for free and low-cost activi-
ties - Sightseeing is a great way
to fully experience the country
you are visiting and spend qual-
ity time with loved ones on holi-
day, whereas going to the beach
or pool is the perfect way to
unwind. Museums, galleries, and

other cultural landmarks also tend
to be free or have low-cost entry.
Your holiday resort or travel agent
might provide affordable or inclu-
sive excursions and activities.

Choose walking over driving -
Walking comes with a full range
of benefits — it is easier, cheaper,
great exercise and saves poten-
tially having to learn the driving
customs of a foreign country. If
you are planning to travel a little
further from your accommodation,
public transport might be the way
to go. It’s a good idea to research
in advance any distant cities or
towns you want to visit and what
the public transport options are.

e

Cook some of your meals - Consider
cooking some of your holiday
meals instead of eating out every
night. If opting for an all-inclu-
sive vacation, all meals will be
covered, but regardless of your
holiday board, it is likely you will-
want to try out local restaurants
at least once or twice. To select
more affordable options, try using
a website like Tripadvisor to view
the price ranges.

Provide your own entertainment -
You might want to bring your own
entertainment to keep you occu-
pied on lazy evenings. You could
bring a portable DVD player and
some movies, or bring a laptop
and use the streaming services you
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already have. Have a look into the
free entertainment options provid-
ed by hotels. Family-friendly hotels
will also likely provide entertain-
ment for children on some nights.
A good book is also always a
winner.

Ensure you are fully covered to avoid
incurring extra charges and you
need travel insurance when going
abroad. It is also worth check-
ing for extra healthcare you may
be able to access. A GHIC card
lets you access state healthcare in
some countries on the same basis
as residents. Do your research to
ensure you have taken full advan-
tage of every option available to
you.

Titanic Summer Holidays at Forge Mill Needle Museum [@ss

19th July -
30th Aug

Titanic:

Honour and

Kids 90
free*

Glory Exhibition

*Kids free exhibition entry when accompanied by

paying adult

HIIHI_I‘JI]. WD GLORY

= ®

BICON

= LEGO Workshops

Shipwrecks

28th Aug

Sea Monsters

LEGO® is a trademark of the LEGO.Group of companies. Create-Build-Learn
is not sponsored, endorsed or otherwisé supported by LEGO group.

PLUS: Titanic themed activities throughout the Summer:

Outdoor Trail in the
grounds of Forge
Mill (all days)

www.forgemill.org.uk 01527 62509
Needle Mill Lane, Riverside, Redditch, B98 8HY

Wednesdays -
‘Games on Deck’
10.30am to 3pm
(free of charge)

Fridays - ‘All at Sea
Craft Activities’
10.30am to 2.30pm
(£1 per child)

FORGE MILL
NEEDLE MUSEUM
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GARDEN CENTRE,
a&ou SHOPPING VILLAGE &
ICONIC CANAL LOCKS
A Great Summer Day Out

Located in the beautiful Warwickshire Countryside Hatton
1 Garden Centre & Shopping Village is at the heart of a wonderful
= Summer Day Out.

Explore the nooks and crannies of the charming buildings in our
rural Shopping Village where you’ll find a range of fabulous
independent shops. There is something for everyone...

Garden Centre, Ladies Fashion, Homeware, Traditional Sweet
Shop, Bike Shop, Handmade Jewellery, Toy Shop, Beauty &
Skincare, Café’s and 3 award winning Escape Rooms.

g/ And then there’s the famous ‘Hatton 21’ Canal
Locks and the iconic views from the Hatton %, _
Arms. A short drive or a lovely walk away. @W’Tﬂgh

Keeping Britain Growing

The Hatton Arms Hatton Locks Country Walks
Linking the Shopping village to

the Hatton Arms, across the
the Hatton Arms an 18th . Hatton estate down the canal,

A short drive or charming walk

: The ‘Stairway to Heaven’,
along the canal brings you to

Hatton’s famous 21 locks
and the longest flight on
renowned for its the wh.ole Grand Union miles. Scan the
food and iconic Et‘*"ﬁ_‘ Canal, is t'TUIy spect.acular. QR code to '!E
views down the 1:;3{'.!! A short drive or delightful download our
Hatton locks. "*‘*;';, walk away. walks leaflet.

O] Pt >

century coaching inn a memorable round trip of 1%

Hatton Country World, Hatton, CV35 8XA
Hattonworld.com
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Follow us @bydstourbridge to
stay up to date

>4 J IR0 f

| 4

- K

OPEN NOW

Your Local BYD Retailer

= JM

BYD Stourbridge
95 Enville Street, Stourbridge, DY8 1XW
013844 38022

We’ re proud to announce the grand
opening of BYD Stourbridge. From award-
winning design to next-gen technology,
BYD is redefining what it means to drive SCAN ME

electric, and our expert team is here to help. E E

Exclusive offers. Test drives.
Refreshments. And a glimpse into the

future of driving. E

Explore the full range of BYD Models at
BYD Stourbridge.

www.bydstourbridge.co.uk
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RIGHT: The
volunteers and
others with Mike
Field. Pictures by
Hannah Taylor. s

LEFT: The
windmill was
sailing again

- after six years
of inactivity. s

FAR RIGHT: Jo
Slade, from the
Bromsgrove Court
Leet, with district
council chairman,
Coun Sam Evans,
with Zoe Willems,
Avoncroft Museum
director, at the
ribbon-cutting. s
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Old mill has wind in its sails again

AVONCROFT Museum’s
Danzey Green windmill was
sailing again on Saturday
after six years of inactiv-
ity.

The much-loved attraction was
given an official relaunch, com-
plete with ribbon-cutting, follow-
ing tireless work by a team of
volunteers.

The ceremony began with
some words from members of the
team, including lead volunteer
Graham Macro, museum director
Zoe Williems, and collections and
interpretations manager Steven
Hearn.

Mr Hearn said: “Restored once
again as a working exhibit, the

by Hannah Taylor

windmill embodies the museum’s
ethos of bringing history to life,
delivering informative and engag-
ing experiences for audiences of
all ages.

“And as the sails turn once
again, they do more than recon-
nect people with the past.

“They also encourage reflection
and debate on the challenges we
face today, including in relation
to climate change and sustain-
ability, helping to ensure our col-
lections remain deeply relevant to
our audiences.”

Volunteers and supporters were
thanked with gifts of wine and

flowers, acknowledging their
invaluable effort and dedication.

Original restorer Mike Field,
who is also a millwright and
miller, was in attendance, mark-
ing a full-circle moment in the
mill’s history.

Following the ceremonial rib-
bon cutting, the team prepared to
complete the sailing.

Despite the stubborn wind, the
sailing was remarkable to watch.

It was a commemoration of the
constant journey to restore and
maintain the oldest working post
mill in Britain.

Then, guests were offered a
chance to go inside and explore
the mill, learning about its histo-

ry and mechanics. While the mill
has been restored to a condition
where it can safely operate, work
is not yet finished on this incred-
ible structure.

Ms Williems said: “It’s a con-
tinuous process but you have to
keep rescuing it.”

The repairs to the windmill
were made possible thanks to
the generous financial sup-
port from Bromsgrove Court
Leet, Bromsgrove Rotary Club,
Droitwich Preservation Trust and
the Midlands Mills Group plus,
donations from the public.

To ensure the windmill contin-
ues to operate long into the future,
the milling team has reformed

and together with new volunteers
is being trained to safely sail the
mill, preserving the centuries-old
skills required to harness wind
power and grind grain.

Under Mike Field’s expert
supervision, these volunteers
will soon be demonstrating the
windmill in action to the pub-
lic, continuing the living heritage
approach that makes Avoncroft
Museum so distinctive.

Danzey Green Windmill will
be sailing every Saturday until
the end of August at Avoncroft
Museum.

Visit avoncroft.org.uk for more
information on the museum and
its events.

THE ATLANTIC COAST EXPRESS
SATURDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2025
ON THIS DATE ONLY TAKE A RELAXING JOURNEY BY

SPECIAL THROUGH TRAIN TO CORNWALL'S NORTH
COAST AND THE VIBRANT SEASIDE RESORT OF

Local Joining Stations: Kidderminster,
Worcester Shrub Hill & Cheltenham Spa

N2

ALTERNATIVE OFF-TRAIN OPTIONS INCLUDE FREE TIME TO VISIT
THE MARITIME PORT CITY OF PLYMOUTH, A GUIDED COACH

NEWQUAY

TOUR TO PORT ISAAC* OR A VISIT TO THE SPECTACULAR
PINETUM GARDENS*.

Our train will be hauled by classic class 47 diesel locomotives, reviving the

days of Summer Saturday holiday trains of the 1980’s and 1990’s.

Fares:

Premier Dining

First Class
Standard Class

Years of Train Travel
1825-2028

290~

Pinetum Gardens

Port Isaac

ON BOARD FEATURES INCLUDE:

— Reserved seats aligned with the carriage windows
— A printed excursion and journey guide for everyone

— Cheerful, friendly and helpful on board volunteer stewards

Adult Junior Party x4
£315 £295 £1220
£210 £190 £800
£135 £99 £536

*Please note supplementary fare applies.

BOOKING OFFICE: 01453 835414 / 834477

— A travelling licensed buffet with refreshments,

including alcoholic and soft drinks
— The Premier Dining service includes:
The Great British Breakfast,
Elevenses & Four Course Evening Dinner
- First Class service includes:
Light refreshments on the outward and return journey

WWW.PATHFINDERTOURS.CO.UK
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Top tips for making sure your
garden is a paradise for pets

HAVING a pet is one of life’s simple
joys, and our country is a nation of
pet lovers. Think about making your
garden a safe and happy place for
them to enjoy.

British Garden Centres has put together
some tips and advice on how to have a pet
friendly garden.

Amy Stubbs, Project and Development
Manager at British Garden Centres said:
“With a little thought and care, your gar-
den can be a wonderful, safe place for your
pets to enjoy alongside you. By choosing
the right plants, adding sensory touches,
creating play areas, using natural pest
control, and securing your space, you'll
make sure your outdoor area is a happy
haven for all members of your family.”

Pet friendly plants - Some of our
well-loved plants can be harmful if your
pet decides to nibble on them. Common
favourites like bluebells, daffodils, cro-
cuses, tulips, amaryllis, azaleas, lilies, lily
of the valley, begonias, hydrangeas, and
ivy all carry risks if eaten.

If you love these plants, it’s best to keep
them out of reach or create barriers so
your pets can’t get to them. Thorny plants
are also best avoided if your pet is the
curious, adventurous type.

There are plenty of plants that won't
harm your pets. Lavender, honeysuckle,
calendula, nasturtiums, sunflowers, roses,
fuchsias, rosemary, dill, and fennel are all
safe choices that will keep your garden
colourful and fragrant.

Plant herbs and greens your pets can
safely nibble on, such as catnip, lemon-

grass, valerian for cats, and some fruits
and vegetables for dogs.

Using pots and planters is a smart way
to keep plants safe from playful paws and
curious noses as they lift the plants off
the ground.

Pest free for pets - Many pesticides
are toxic to animals, so it’s better to try
natural alternatives. Crushed eggshells
can keep slugs and snails off your plants,
citrus peels can help trap ants, and a gen-
tle spray of soapy water can take care of
aphids. Look for pet friendly garden care
products in store if you need to use any-
thing stronger than organic methods.

Plant repelling herbs like lavender, sage,
and peppermint which not only help keep
the creepy crawlies away but also add
lovely scents to your garden. Encourage
helpful wildlife like birds and hedgehogs
with houses and food that naturally keep
pests in check.

Create sensory experiences in your
garden - Think about adding different
textures and scents to your garden.

Mix things up by combining soft grass,
smooth paving stones, rough cobbles, and
mulch - but be aware that cocoa mulch
contains the same ingredient that makes
chocolate toxic to your dog. Instead,
choose natural wood chips or gravel when
mulching.

Herbs and scented plants are a real treat
for their noses, while ornamental grasses
and bamboo can create gentle sounds to
soothe as the wind moves through them.

A small water feature can be a love-
ly addition, too. The sound of trickling

water is therapeutic for both pets and their
humans.

Playgrounds for pets - To protect your
plants and lawn, create a special play area
for your pets.

This could be a corner where they can dig,
chase toys, climb, or just have fun without
causing damage. For cats, sturdy shrubs and
bushes like ceanothus, choisya, dwarf lilac,
and ferns can offer exciting places to climb
and hide, turning your garden into their own
little adventure playground.

Don't forget to provide some shade for hot
days and a bowl of fresh water to keep your
pets cool and hydrated.

Boundaries for pets - Establish clear
boundaries for your pet. Use short fences,
borders, or raised beds to mark off-limits
areas. Creating pathways with pet friendly
materials like flagstones or smooth gravel
helps guide pets and protects delicate plants.
Leave a border between fences and planting
beds if your pet likes to patrol its patch.

Security for pets - Make sure fences
have no gaps or holes, especially if you
have smaller animals like puppies, rabbits,
tortoises or guinea pigs. Pets who like to dig

. can be deterred by reinforcing fence bases

or laying down stone or paving strips along

the edges.

Dogs can be great jumpers, so a fence at
least six feet tall is a good idea if you want to
keep them inside.

Always lock gates, garages and shed doors
every time you come and go to prevent any
sneaky escapes.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

2| b, |

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop
prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

= o Family run business since 1999

' ¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
== for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm
01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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HYDE PARK WINTER
WONDERLAND & LONDON

Departing Sat 22 Nov ‘25, Sat 6 Dec ‘25,

Sat 13 Dec ‘25, Sat 27 Dec ‘25

Prepare for the high point of the festive season,
the dazzling Winter Wonderland, where
twinkling lights and rides illuminate Hyde Park in
a festive glow. As well as admission, we include
two attractions such as the iconic Ferris Wheel
and Magical Ice Kingdom.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

v Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with full
English breakfast

v/ Admission to the Winter Wonderland in
Hyde Park (includes two attractions such as
the Ferris Wheel & Magical Ice Kingdom)

v Free time in London for shopping &
sightseeing

2 Days by Coach on@ £169

Single Supplement £50

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 o osc

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Trustpilot

FOLKESTONE & CANTERBURY
TURKEY & TINSEL

Departing Mon 1 Dec ‘25

It’s time to Jingle All the Way to Folkestone
and enjoy some pre-Christmas festivities at
our fabulous hotel! With plenty of delicious
Christmas food, a 2 for 1 bar offer and
entertainment throughout our stay - we can be
certain of a fantastic five days away!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ 4 nights at the
Grand Burstin Hotel, Folkestone (JG2
rating) with dinner & breakfast (includes
traditional ‘Christmas’ dinner)

v 2 for1bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
v After-dinner tea and coffee

v Light entertainment every evening

v Excursions to Canterbury & Rochester
Optional excursion to Sandwich (£11pp)

5 Days by Coach OVL@ £259

Single Supplement £80

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

By Coach from Kidderminster, Stourport

CANTERBURY CHRISTMAS
MARKET & FOLKESTONE
Departing Fri 14 Nov ‘25

The Edwardian harbour town of Folkestone and
the classic backdrop of Canterbury provide the
whimsical settings for a festive breakaway to
Canterbury Christmas Market, full of delightful
treats to kick off your Christmas season.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ 3 nights at the Grand Burstin Hotel,
Folkestone (JG2 rating) with dinner &
breakfast

v 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
¢ Entertainment every evening

¢ Free time in Folkestone

¢ Excursions to Sandwich & Canterbury

4 Days by Coach OVL@ £219

Single Supplement £60
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Reader Travel,

BEST COMPANY
FOR
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS
-

SCARBOROUGH ENTERTAINMENT
WEEKEND

Departing Fri 12 Sep ‘25

Scarborough is the perfect destination for

a long weekend away, beloved for its pretty
beaches, fabulous attractions and classic charm!
On this delightful break, we enjoy fun-filled
entertainment at our hotel, one of the resort’s
most famous landmarks.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ 3 nights at the Grand Hotel, Scarborough
(JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast

v/ Entertainment every evening
v/ Excursion to Whitby
Optional excursion to York (E15pp)

4 Days by Coach aw@ £269

Single Supplement £60

hese: packages are stbject to st Gt Holidags termms
Assocuion a1 Bonded Tl Organsars list 1. 4
people sharing 3 raom & honcured on
alter which prices may fuctuate. Calls
Iackages, ehe standatd ates apply. (heices of dal

gy inicur d sugpleanent. Please see website o cal Tor il detaity

sach bookings
01 protected N

anporL g pick up loation

rofectedt by Bandedd (each Halidays & the
L Prces e per 20rson, hased on I

]govk 730/%

H justgohols (
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
B |

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.
4. Allure (7) 1. Disrobe (7)
EASY 8. Required (6) 2. Marine bird (7)
B 8 9 4 9. Projectile (7) 3. Dread (6)
7 3|4 5 10. Look at (6) 5. Dusk (8)
6 3 8 11. Really (6) 6. Dwell (6)
916 7 5 12. Stimulating (8) 7. Visitor (6)
18. Left to choice (8) 13. Solitary (8)
7 6|9 1 :
20. Drive forward (6) 14. Increase (7)
S 2 7|6 21. Wrench (6) 15. Slim (7)
7 612 3] 22. Broadcast (7) 16. Decorated (6)
81913 7 23. Accent (6) 17. EIf (6)
6l4 1 819 24. Relies (7) 19. Communicate (6)
HARD
4 7
7 6193
917
7 3|1
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
3 1 8 6 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
4386 gives a fruit;
68 3 TORN 837162576 gives a second fruit;
118 Ripped 679686 gives an Ethiopian root vegetable.
8 5 9 2 Tender 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

9 4 Organise
: CODEWORD
Smoke residue
PATH FI N D E R 0 i This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
pening

with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each SLIT words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

_ : ] il
,E] Actors who appeared in ‘Extras’ g “i“. 1 25
I LLTORNDOWDALII
ITSENALAOBIENCEF WORDWHEEL E - =E.n.
CKNRRHCLBDI E I DF Youhave 10 mins to find as many words as possible using G o7 T 7 15
GYEBOSRODAVLRA E theletters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letterand ~ H . . . . “
ERVSKSEOMRAMRHC 5 bomsononeiuams 00 [0 o [ [ |
WEA I EMMNETI I S 1 E N one9letterword to be found. K
I TSENPVPHINELLUJ L
NAKJONIETACKANDO “i HH“
STLEINONSNMHTHL Al 0 H
LEESAMSWNSOAASE A A P R G G R K G
LEUDILLIUSRNNUJY N HHII.E“.
LJMENTSHACLTOEN \'} E S = =14
CAASNRAWEVIGKLS H|C T H H Hi‘.“-.
KNPSICKEONKNI IE oI Rl
SOATRISTWEARLPN How you rate W — T3
6 words: average 12 words: very good X |
Solutions opposite gwordsigood 15 ormore:excellent O i i Y
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS
a s

ACROSS 31UID 7 DU 9Z ‘PeAIQ GT 'SIRID €7 ‘Uelfel] |7
‘0deiq 6 “opny uamQ /| sibojoinap €1 ‘eaunQ | ‘syoes / ‘olueg g ‘ydeibeleq g
1 See 11 Across ‘510163  ‘apipey ¢ ‘oede) 7 ‘iinze] side] | :NMOQ “Hauuas €€ ‘adoyied ze ‘hueiy) Lg
8  Citizen of the West African republic with capital ‘euin) g ‘Uol| 67 ‘0jBuy /7 1m0 p WBIN 7z ‘01auid 07 MaIpUY g1 43s0] 9|
Accra (8) '3SN0ID G|, DI0IS {1 ‘UYor || ‘e13 0| ‘0pedid 6 ‘UeleueyD g ‘31e) 37 | :SSOYIY

9 Mounted bullfighter with a lance (7)

10MSS01) Hpajmouy [esaus!
10 Historical period (3) P D abpajmou) | D

11 & 1 Across  Author whose books include Smiley's
People (4,2,5)
14 Philosopher of a school founded by Zeno (5)
15 A heathcock or moorfow! (6)

“edw| 6| ‘Pyuds /| ‘B1euiQ 9| apuals G| ‘abiejul ¢|

'pale|os| €1 12][e) £ ‘apisay 9 BIIML G Houd] € ‘uinbudg  ‘ssaipup | :umoq
'spuadaq pz ‘anboug €7 ‘a1eipey zz ‘uteids |z ‘jadoid z'jeuondo g|

‘Buing z| ‘paapu| || jp1ebiay 0| ‘3|1SSIN 6 ‘PApasN 8 PRI p :SS0DY

16 “..both...are subdued, And neither party --" piomssol)

18& 7(33\:% . l;; ZI) (ST)owers actor (6,5) ety Aasy LB SIN3IQVHD
wity b d 118} ‘UBMQ 3AI]D ‘sS0Y UeY1RUOf ‘UB|[RYI|N Ue| ‘UILe| Sy) Ul
20 Surname of the dramatist famous for Trelawny ‘ajjippey [alueq ‘a1Mog pineq ‘woojg opuelQ eyl uaydals IN
of the Wells (6) "UOSWEI|[I UNBYS “UIEMB)S YLIIEd ‘UOSYIB( T [NWLES ‘Sluudq $31

22 From sunset to sunrise (5) ‘}9|suIp 33eY ‘sauor aluulA ‘dwiay ssoy 43||ns uag ‘siensdn Ayry JHONVIVAY

24 Migratory winged insect (6) Iapuyyied [93ympiop

27 Prefix meaning English (5) e )

29  Widely used metal (4) '9=€7 "7=72 4=17 'W=07 'HS:Gng'Iu:gf .g:tﬁ

30 Miss Thurman, actress who starred in the film =91 '7=C1 '‘a=p| N=€| 4=71 '9=11 1=01 WS 1015

Pulp Fiction (3)

176 'V=8 'A=L 'N=9 '3=G 'X= =€ D=C I=1

"100§ "U0S ‘210§ ‘210] ‘ulo]

31 Red or white wine of Tuscany (7) - i
32 One of the nine Muses (8) P pod ppel
33 Mack ---, producer and director associated with
the Keystone Pictures Studio (7) €|S[9]|2|8|¥|}|c|6 6/8/ElL L|V]9]S|¢
L1Z|2c]|€|9|6]S|8|F v|9(4]|S5|2|€|6|8]|!}
DOWN vi6l8[L|S|elels 9 slilzlolsl6|riLiE
1 Beautiful stone of calcite and other 6 Musical instrument (5) 21 Name of a symphony by c|v|2|6/€|S]|8|9} 9||6]|c| LS8 /€Y
minerals (5,6) 7 See 18Across Mendelssohn (7) 6/9/5]|8|v|} ]e|€|L b v|8[€|6/9[G|2|L
2 Cocoa and chocolate are made from 12 The snow leopard (5) In Greek myth, the three goddesses of 8|L|€|c|L[9]|V|6]S €12|G|8|v|L|L]|9]|6
this tree's seeds (5) 13 Astudent of the nervous system (11) beauty and charm (6 9/8|¥|G|C|L]|6]|}|€ 8[(6|L|L|S|2|E|V|9
3 Alittle root (7) 17 Second hushand of Catherine of ty' ) S|€|6]|9|H|8]|L|¥|C C|G|9|P|E|L|L]|6]8
4 Herons of several species (6) France, widow of Henry V (4,5) 25 Mountain nymph in Greek legend (5) L|2|L]|V[6]/€]19]/G/8 L|E|V]|6[/9]/8]|2|}]|S
5 Short separate item of news or 19 Athenian archon, establisher of a 26 Colloguially, a pawnbroker (5) pleH fse3
comment in a newspaper (9) severe code of laws (5) 28  Sprite or goblin of Arabian tales (5) nyjopns

R
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New

JAECOO UK has confirmed pricing and speci-
fications for the all-new Jaecoo 5, which will
be on sale later this summer.

The Jaecoo 5 will be priced from £24,505 OTR. The
smaller Jaecoo 5 builds on the success of the Jaecoo 7,
bringing the same design language and outdoor-focused
approach to a new corner of the SUV segment.

‘While its appearance is rugged, its intent is refined:
this is a compact SUV designed to support busy, style-
conscious drivers looking for versatility, capability, and
everyday comfort.

Inside, the cabin focuses on space, function, and
calm. Five adults can travel comfortably, with two rear
ISOFIX points, while a portrait-format touchscreen and
double layered silent glass reinforce the premium feel.

USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
01562 711 083
07831 245 313

As standard in Pure trim, it features Automatic Halogen head-
lights, a six-speaker SONY audio system, level 2 ADAS, six-way
manually adjustable front seats, and wireless Apple CarPlay® and
Android Auto™.

The Luxury trim further elevates the experience, adding an
eight-speaker SONY audio system, cooled wireless phone charg-
ing, six-way power-adjustable heated and ventilated front seats,
and enhanced interior finishes.

Additional premium features in the Luxury trim model include
ambient lighting, a tilt and slide sunroof measuring 1.45m2, a
cooled front storage box, dual-zone climate control. With over
35 storage spaces and up to 1,180 litres of boot space (with the
rear seats down) in both variants, the Jaecoo 5 is ready for eve-
rything — from the school run to weekend escapes and everyday
commuting needs.

Power comes from the Chery International-manufactured
1.6-litre turbocharged direct injection engine and 147 PS and
275 Nm of torque, paired with a responsive 7-speed dual-clutch
automatic transmission. Designed to offer a dynamic yet com-
posed drive, the Jaecoo 5 is equally suited to urban commuting
and longer-distance travel, with Eco, Normal and Sport driving
modes to adapt to different driving styles. The front-wheel drive
platform delivers reassuring performance, supported by chassis
geometry specifically tuned for UK roads by Chery International’s
European R&D centre.

Victor Zhang, UK Country Director Jaecoo UK commented:
“Following on from the success of the Jaecoo 7, of which we've
now sold more than 8,000 cars since its launch in January
[2025], the Jaecoo 5 is a key addition to our growing UK range
— a compact SUV that’s spacious, capable and ready for real life.
As we recently demonstrated at the Goodwood Festival of Speed,

The Standard, Friday July 25, 2025

Telephone: 01562 541500

aecoo readies for launch

this is a model that stands out in any setting. Debuting in the First
Glance paddock and confidently making its way up the Hill, the
Jaecoo 5 proved it’s a car for all occasions.

“Whether you're travelling solo, with family, or four-legged
passengers in tow, it really has been engineered with thoughtful
features for every journey, alongside the best in safety and driver-
assistance technologies. It delivers the premium SUV experience,
without the bulk.”

With Jaecoo’s ‘Enjoy Each Moment Outdoors’ ethos, the
Jaecoo 5 provides customers with peace of mind and reassurance
thanks to a global five-star safety rating, Level 2 autonomous
driving and 19 ADAS safety functions. The safety suite available
is designed to reduce driver fatigue and enhance focus on the
road, using the latest technologies available to support drivers
when needed. From its adventure-ready practicality to its refined
finish and distinctive styling, the Jaecoo 5 reflects the brand’s
growing momentum in the UK and commitment to premium
design, technology and safety.

The Jaecoo 5 is available to order now at £24,505 OTR in Pure
specification, and £28,000 OTR for the Luxury option, through
OMODA&Jaecoo UK’s expansive nationwide dealer network,
which currently sits at 75+ dealers. Additional Jaecoo-approved
pet accessories for the Jaecoo 5 are also available to purchase
directly from these retailers, too. Deliveries are expected from
October 2025. All models come with a 7-year/100,000-mile war-
ranty, whichever comes first, with no mileage limit for the first 3
years alongside RAC Home Start as standard.

Jaecoo UK will also offer a pure EV powertrain for the Jaecoo
5. Further details on the Jaecoo 5 EV will be announced in the
coming weeks.
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MISCELLANEOUS
—

LADIES
classic fully lined
lightweight  jacket
with detachable
hood. Light
turquoise.  Hardly
worn. Size 12. £4.00.
(I can forward
photos if interested).
Tel: 07934132759

REVELATION
durable travel suit
/ garment bag with
shoulder strap and
carry handle. Two
hangers,  multiple
pockets, zip closure.
Colour black. £10.00.
Tel: 07934132759

M&S

PANASONIC Full
HD 72 x zoom
camcorder, with

2x 64gb SD card.
Excellent condition,
hardly used. £150.
Tel 07528 485727
NEW indoor mobility
walker  £20. Call
01562 69552

A Friedland Warbler
door  bell and
Sesame door bell
push. £15.00.
Telephone number -
01905 769944
MOBILITY  walker
with basket. Very
little  used  £50.
Tel:7867 661522

MISCELLANEOUS
—

2 Daily Telegraph Zero
Gravity Garden
Recliner Chairs
(including carry
bags).1 Navyl Stone
(Grey) £40.00 each.
Telephone number -
01905 769944

ROLLATOR Walking
Aid. Padded seat.
Shopping bag.
Foldable. Almost
new. £30 Tel. 01684
310183

BONSAI  Collection,
47 years old, Acers,
Mullberry, Conifers,
Chanomelus. Offers
invited Tel 01905
456382

4 leather tan leather
armchairs ' W100c-
mD100cmH70cm
existing labels £75
each ono  must
been seen tel 01564
770633”

3-BIKE rear carrier
rack (Auto Care)
Still in wrapper, £20
Phone after 6pm
0121 742-4250

NIKE Air MX-720-818
Trainers, “White
Indigo Fog’

UK Size 4, Hardly
worn, £30. Tel.
n0.0121 742-2513

MISCELLANEOUS
—

2 Seater Sofa Brown
Leather as new £100
ono could deliver.
Tel: 07541 576100

UNISEX  Mountain
bike good condition
£20 ono Cat
Transport box new
£10 ono 07541
576100

4 x black lantern
lighting kit with
bulbs for garden and
patio, new in box!
£25 Tel: 07813 706
158 (Shirley area)

GEORGE and
Mildred  complete
tv series dvd box set
£25 Tel: 07813 706

158 (Shirley area)

LADIES New Look
green lace-up
pumps, size 8 /
41, brand new! £8
Tel: 07813 706 158
Shirley area)

MISCELLANEOUS
—

HARRY  Potter
figurine, new in box.
£10 Tel: 07813 706
158 (Shirley area)

EXERCISE Bike,
hardly used, £45. Tel:
021 704 2332

DISPLAY Stand,
Three shelves,
strong, waterproof,
slot-together. Ideal
for Car Boot etc.
£10. Tel: 07882
114212

NIKE Air MX-720-818
Trainers, /White
Indigo Fog/

MANUAL Singer
Vintage sewing
machine. Good and
working  condition.
Sewing machine with
new belt. £60 ono.
Tel: 077211 97331

MISCELLANEOUS
—

USED Foldable Pool
Table. 5ft x 2ft 6ins,
folds upright for easy
storage. BCE Table
Sports Le Club.
Includes 2 complete
sets of balls. One
set conventional
and one set “English
Pool Balls” (yellow
and red). Assorted
Cues & bridge &
chalks & 2 triangles.
Collection from
Bromsgrove. All for
just £60.00 ono. Tel:

01527875521

DIECAST Cars / Toys.
Boxed £3.50 each.
Unboxed £2.50 each.
Many assorted. For
details Tel: 01527
875521

WANTED
—

NEXT ladies blue crop
jeans, size 12, brand
new! £15 Tel: 07813
706 158  (Shirley
area)

CARAVAN  Aquaroll
with handle, 40 litres,
good condition. £30
Tel: 07813 706 158

Shirley area)

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

e

Advertise them in

Observer
"Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to; freeads@bullivantmedia.com

I I I i T L T T T L

1| |Free Lineage (items upto value £500) |
I Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

I (MAX 15 WORDS)

ETHING TO

ELL

Paid for Boxed Ad (ltems of any value)

Raise some

extra cash
and make
someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items

If your item is valued at
£500 or less — its

FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in

a boxed advertisement

1

1

1 Tel:

1 Details (Not for Publication):

1 s/ Initial Surname

I Address

1

! P
'ostcode

1 Tel: Mobile

§ Email:

I 1 enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £

1 or alternatively

¥ please debit my card for £

1 Credit Card Number

for just

£5.75 (inc vat)

3 PIECE
SUITE

brown leather,

condition
as new

£550

Start:

1 Exp:

§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits)

I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East,
I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisement to
1

Issue No. (if

freeads@bullivantmedia.com

can deliver

Telephone
10234 567890
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(£5.75 incVAT example

boxed advertisement)

Classified

CARPENTRY/
JOINERY

|
AJB CARPENTRY

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
AND QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

O

Covering: kitchen fitting, roofs,

doors, stairs and much more to

help with your carpentry based
home improvements.

Call today for your free quote!

Call Ant on
07827 324754

n AJB Carpentry

DOUBLE GLAZING

THE GLASS AN

Experienced Glazier
Friendly and reliable
Misted double glazing
All glass repairs

FREE QUOTATIONS
Call Martin on

07910387904 or
01562 915284

7,

Grve
£ 4

PIIIIII[H/‘? l|||!7|( ND flIRTHE/B!
Onr Clascre are

h/E"spe/zj w;(;' %ﬁrj / %
g 2 call

PAGE 31

Telephone: 01562 541500

PLUMBING
—

SB 44

Plumbing & Heating

e Gas Fires.
¢ Gas Cookers.

* Gas Central Heating
and Maintenance.

* Gas Appliance
Landlord/home

¢ Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.

Email:
Stuart4heating@gmail.com

www.sb4plumbingheating.uk
Call me for domestic work

07951 485 329

TREE SURGEONS
—

TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialists is a trusted, professional company with
a great reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work « Paving * Fencing * Artificial Grass * Astro Turf * Patios

Contact us today

www.treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

Ao uson Go-gle
\\
<)
R
L

0800 747 1704 » LANDLIN

dl jalists@gmail.com
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W'EATHER’QGUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

Mobile: 07467159012

¥ Office: 01299 888 31

info@weatherguardservices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

Standard

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SP

Dwarshuis departs
Rapids to play for
Australia in T20’s

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

CRICKET: WORCESTERSHIRE
CCC have confirmed fast-bowl-
er Ben Dwarshuis has left the
club after he received an inter-
national call-up to the Australia
squad.

Dwarshuis will form part of
Australia’s white-ball squad for T20
fixtures against the West Indies.

The 31-year-old returned to the
Rapids for a second spell with the
club ahead of the 2025 T20 Blast
competition.

He picked up 18 wickets which
included best-figures of 3-30
against rivals Birmingham Bears in
what proved his penultimate outing
for the Rapids.

Dwarshuis also showed his prow-
ess with the bat lower down the
order and his performances caught
the eye of the Australian selectors.

Dwarshuis said: “I remember
chatting to Hosey [Adam Hose]
over the winter about it and as soon
as the chance came up, I was really
keen to come back and be part of
the club again.

“This time around I have enjoyed
just as much as my first spell and
playing with the boys and helping
out with the push for the quarter-
finals has been so enjoyable.

“Hopefully, the lads can put in
one more big shift and see if it they
can qualify, everyone has worked
really hard over the group stage so
it would be a nice reward to per-
haps sneak through.

“Of course, I am very grateful
for the opportunity I have had
here, but to play for Australia and
represent my country is always a
privilege, so that opportunity is
very exciting.

“I wish the boys every success for
the last game and the rest of the
season and owe a massive thanks
to all the players, staff and fans
for making the last few-months so
memorable.”

Ben Dwarshuis has departed
Worcestershire after receiving
an international call-up. Picture
courtesy of Worcestershire
CCC/YouTube.
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SB ¢

Plumblng & Heatmg
* Gas Fires. * Gas Cookers.
* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
* Gas Appliance Landlord/home * Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.
Email: Stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sb4plumbingheating.uk

Call me for domestic work
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KHIST to sponsor new
Harriers signing Clarke

FOOTBALL: THE Kidderminster
Harriers Independent Supporters
Trust (KHIST) will sponsor the
home shirt of new signing Jack
Clarke for the 2025/26 season.

Clarke featured in a Harriers shirt
for the first time as Kidderminster
beat Droitwich Spa in their open-
ing pre-season friendly under new
boss Adam Murray.

Clarke followed Murray to
Aggborough after both player
and manager helped Eastbourne
Borough to the National League
South play-offs last term.

The 26-year-old creative mid-
fielder made more than 50 appear-
ances for Borough in the National
League South.

Clarke spent time in Aston Villa’s
youth system before later joining
Chesterfield following an initial
loan spell with the Spireites.

He helped Chesterfield secure
back-to-back play-off finishes
before moving to Eastbourne in
June 2023.

Speaking to KHIST following his
arrival earlier this summer, Clarke
said: “I'm absolutely delighted to
be joining the Harriers, a great
club with all the things in place
to be operating at a much higher
level, it’s our job now on the pitch
to make it happen this season.

“I can’'t wait to get started
and to meet all the fans down at
Aggborough.”
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LANDMARK

LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS
www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk

Call Free 0800 191 0282 for a free

no obligation quotation

Alternatively, call us on Tel: 01384 465 815

* DRIVEWAYS
* PATIOS

* BLOCK PAVING

* TARMACADAM
* FENCING

No Deposits Required
All Work Guaranteed

| Checekatrade.com

Where reputation matters




