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Police hunt men who
stole woman’s handbag

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

POLICE have released these pictures
after a woman’s handbag full of cash was
stolen in Kidderminster during a distrac-
tion theft.

The incident happened around 12.50pm
on June 23 when the woman parked in the
‘Weaver's Wharf car park and went to Lloyds
Bank on Vicar Street to withdraw cash before
returning to her car.

Between 12.58pm and 1pm she was dis-
tracted by two men in the car park, after she
had placed her bag containing £1,000 in cash
on the passenger seat of her car.

One main claimed there was something
under the car she needed to be aware of and
the second man stole her handbag.

He then gave the bag to a third man who
put it into a blue carrier bag and walked off
up the Mall and along Vicar Street and High
Street. He was seen, around 1.02pm, at the

LEFT: This
man was seen
walking off
with the hand-
bag inside a
blue carrier
bag. s

RIGHT: Three
men were
involved in
the distraction
theft. s

bus stops at Coventry Street / Blackwell
Street.

It is believed the other two men walked
towards the canal and turned towards
McDonald’s on the towpath.

PC Andrew Forbes, from the Kidderminster
Police town centre team, appealed for wit-
nesses and said: “We are looking for any dash
cam footage or eyewitnesses to identify any
of the men or vehicles involved.

“We would also like to hear from anyone
who may have information about the men
seen in the hats in the first image and the
man with the bag in the second image as we
believe they may be able to help us with our
enquiries.”

He urged witnesses or anyone who
knows who the man pictured is to email
the Kidderminster Police town centre team
at: Greenhill.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
with the details.

Visit this story at kidderminsterstandard.
co.uk for more pictures.

Senior PCSO Andrew Stevens with Coun Vicky Caulfield and members of the

newly-formed Sutton Farm Community Speedwatch group. s

Group aims to boost safety

MEMBERS of Kidderminster’s first ever
speedwatch group met last Friday.

The Sutton Farm Community Speedwatch
is a volunteer scheme operating with the
support of West Mercia Police to encour-
age motorists to drive safely and within the
speed limit.

The enthusiastic group is addressing
speeding concerns on Bewdley Hill and
Sutton Road.

Coun Vicky Caulfield, who represents
the area on Wyre Forest District Council
and helped set it up, said: “Residents often

contact me with concerns around speeding
on these roads, so I'm really pleased that,
thanks to the police and our group of volun-
teers, we are able to do something about it.

“We aren’t here to catch anyone out - it’s
all about raising awareness and making our
roads safer for everyone.”

To get involved with this Community
Speedwatch, email: Vicky.caulfield@wyre-
forestdc.gov.uk or, to find out more about
setting up a speedwatch in another area,
email: andrew.stevens@westmercia.police.
uk for more information.

ROOFING SERVICES

KIDDERMINSTER

Kidderminster Roofing Services

We believe we are Kidderminster's leading roofing company.

Our family run roofing team have been providing roofing
solutions for over 10 years to both residential and commercial
customers in Kidderminster, Bewdley, Stourport on Severn,
Worcester and all surrounding areas.

* Roof Repairs * New roof installations
* Flat roofs * Lead work

for a competitive quotation with no obligation

For all the latest news and features: kidderm

erstandard.co.uk
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SVR inspired

to mark 200
years of rail

THE ‘INSPIRATION’ train,
which is touring the UK to
celebrate the 200th anniver-
sary of the British railway
system, made its first stop in
Kidderminster on Friday.

The train — aimed at inspiring
interest in British railway history
and careers in the industry — was
welcomed by the Severn Valley
Railway (SVR) on platform two of
the Kidderminster Station.

It will be available to view by
visitors until the end of Sunday,
July 6, before it heads off to
Birmingham Moor Street where
Chiltern Railways will welcome
visitors from July 8 to 10.

Denise Wetton, Network Rail’s
central route director, said: “The
‘West Midlands are at the Heart of
Britain’s Railway, making it the
perfect location for the first two
stops of the Railway 200 national
tour.

“This unique train will offer
visitors an experience that show-

cases the railway’s vital role in
Britain’s past, present, and future
and I hope it inspires thousands
of visitors from across the region
who will be among the first in
Britain to experience it.”

More than 200,000 people are
expected to visit the ‘inspiration’
train as it travels across Britain
in the next 12 months, visiting a
total of 60 locations.

The celebration is also aimed
at inspiring young people and

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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ABOVE: The Severn Valley Rallway welcomed ‘Insplrahon the Railway 200 exhibition train, last Friday.

LEFT: Alan Hyde of F

witl
‘Gus’ Dunster at the Severn Valley Rallway Plctures by Jack Boskett. s

others to consider careers in the
railway industry by highlight-
ing the variety of different roles
available. The train consists of
four carriages: ‘Railway Firsts’
showcases important moments
in the development of the rail-
way system and ‘Wonderlab on
Wheels’ hosts interactive exhibits
which allow visitors to test their
engineering skills. ‘Your Railway
Future’ presents some of the hid-
den roles in the railway industry
and ‘Partner Zone’ will vary as
the train changes locations.
Emma Roberts, programme
manager for Railway 200, said:
“This special exhibition train is a
new, free national visitor attrac-
tion, offering an unforgettable

experience for hundreds of thou-
sands of people across Britain,
including many schoolchildren.

“It will excite, enlighten, enter-
tain and inspire them to take a
fresh look at the railway, as part
of its anniversary celebrations.”

For the final two days of the
Inspiration’s train’s stay in
Kidderminster on Saturday and
Sunday, there will be an addition-
al showcase of various historic
trains and other vehicles.

These include the current and
cutting-edge LMS 46115 Scots
Guardsman and the HydroFLEX,
as well as steam and diesel loco-
motives such as the Highley and
Autotrain.

The Battle of Britain Memorial

k Rail's Denlse Wetton and SVR managing dlrector Jonathan

plane, a Lancaster bomber, will
also be featured in a flyby.

Booked visits will take place
between 10am and 5pm with on-
train experiences lasting up to
an hour.

Virtual tours of the exhibition
are available for those unable to
visit in person.

Admission to the train is free,
though tickets must be booked in
advance. Normal entry fees apply
to Heritage Railways and other
private sites.

Visit railway200.co.uk/inspira-
tion to book tickets and find out
more about train locations and
for further details on Railway
200 and opportunities to get
involved.

oNAGDOCTO

alists in Surface Repair & Restoration

Why Replace When You Can Repair

© Bathroom repairs undertaken @ Kicthen repairs undertakn
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Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
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ABOVE: Several roads were flooded when the mains pipe burst. BELOW: Severn Trent were
still repairing the roads as the Standard went to press. Pictures by The Kidderminster Drone.

Massive flood
as mains water
pipe bursts

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris
@bullivantmedia.com

and homes were left
without water after
a mains pipe burst
in Kidderminster last
Friday.

‘Worcestershire County
Council was forced to
carry out emergency clo-
sures on roads as they
became submerged follow-
ing the incident in Green
Street around 1.30pm.

Among the roads shut
were Green Street, Castle
Road, Dixon Street and The
Ringway.

Severn Trent sent its engi-
neers to the area to carry out
emergency repairs on the
burst water mains.

‘When the floodwater sub-
sided, some homes were still
left without water, while oth-
ers were left with poor pres-
sure and discoloured water
as it returned to their taps.

And on Monday, after the
pipe was fixed and water sup-
plies were reconnected, sev-
eral roads were still closed,

needing to be repaired
because of the ferocity of
the cascading water and the
need for engineers to get to
the pipe.

As the Standard went to
press, a Severn Trent spokes-
person told us: “Our team
has now completed repairs
to the burst on Green Street
in Kidderminster. However,
traffic management is still in
place at Castle Road, Green
Street, Dickson Street, and

| New Road while
we repair the
road.

“We  would
like to thank you
to the council,
the emergency
services and
those who were
affected by the
burst.

“We know
that roadworks
" can be disrup-

tive and would
like to apologise for any
inconvenience caused.”

On Wednesday, Severn
Trent said on its website:
“Whilst the repair contin-
ues, we also have teams in
the area working to restore
the water supply by moving
water around our network.

“As aresult, you may expe-
rience lower water pressure
and/or discoloured water as
the supply returns.

“This is nothing to worry
about and as our works
progress your water supply
will return to normal.”
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Brilliant efforts by youngsters
rewarded in inaugural awards

CHILDREN from eight
schools across the Wyre
Forest were recognised
for their outstanding
achievements at an
inaugural awards cer-
emony.

The Severn Academies
Educational Trust held
its Growing Brilliance
Awards to celebrate
pupils’ success in sev-
eral categories — lead-
ership, community and
diversity, enrichment
and personal develop-
ment.

The trust cov-
ers Baxter College,
Kidderminster,
Stourport High School,
Stourport Primary
Academy, Wilden All
Saints CE Primary,

St Bartholomew’s CE
Primary, Wolverley
Sebright Academy, Far
Forest Lea Memorial CE
Primary Academy and
Hartlebury CE Primary.

Every school nominat-
ed one pupil from each
key stage for each of
the four categories.

A total of 70 pupils
received certificates at
the ceremony which was
held in the theatre at
Baxter College at the
end of last month. Each
school also chose one
outstanding overall win-
ner.

Some of the award winners from across the trust’s eight
schools at the ceremony at Baxter College. s

Matthew Carpenter,
chief officer of the
trust, said: “We are
delighted to have
launched these annual
awards honouring the
accomplishments and
contributions which
our pupils make to
their school communi-
ties, alongside academic
effort and success.

“We have a culture
that values brilliance
and sets high expecta-
tions across our family
of schools.

“The awards are just
one example of how our
trust promotes collabo-
rative efforts that ben-
efit our children, young
people and celebrates
our community.”

Police arrest boys over car theft

FOUR boys suspected of
being involved in a car
theft in Kidderminster have
been arrested.

It followed a police
chase on Sunday.

West Mercia Police
said around 12.55pm, an
authorised pursuit took
place after officers spot-
ted a vehicle suspected to
be involved in a car-key
burglary.

The car was heading
towards Kidderminster
and its tyres were suc-
cessfully punctured by

officers using a stinger. As
the driver of the suspect
vehicle tried to make off,
it collided with two other
vehicles on Norton Road in
Stourbridge.

Four boys — three aged
17 and one aged 15 — were
located and arrested after
attempting to flee the
scene.

Mobile phones, drugs
and a hammer were seized
from the vehicle.

All four were held on
suspicion of theft of a
motor vehicle which

related to an incident in
Kidderminster on June 20.
They were further arrested
on suspicion of dangerous
driving, failing to stop, and
going equipped to steal.

One of the 17-year-olds
was also arrested on sus-
picion of driving whilst
under the influence of
drugs, driving without a
licence and driving without
insurance.

The 15-year-old has been
bailed as enquiries con-
tinue and the other boys
remain in police custody.

KIDDERMINSTER
ROOFING SERVICES

* Roof Repairs * New roof installations
* Flat roofs * Lead work

Kidderminster Roofing Services

We believe we are Kidderminster's leading
roofing company.

Our family run roofing team have been
providing roofing solutions for over 10 years
to both residential and
commercial customers in
Kidderminster, Bewdley,
Stourport on Severn,
Worcester and all
surrounding areas.

Call us for a competitive quotation with no obligation 01562 227105
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SVR goes full
steam ahead
for Ages event

TO COINCIDE with the
Railway 200 Exhibition,
Severn Valley Railway (SVR)
has its ‘Train Through The
Ages Event’ tomorrow and
Sunday, July 5 and 6.

SVR has a busy timetable with
a number of locomotives working
the line between Kidderminster and
Hampton Loade from 9am to 7pm.

The event is a must for rail enthu-
siasts and admission entitles visitors
to ride as many engines as they can
in historic carriages.

People can also visit The Engine
House at Highley, which is open
from 9.30am to 5pm (last entry at
4.30pm) and sample real ales in the
SVR’s pubs.

Among the locomotives in service
are the LMS 46115 Scots Guardsman,
paired with the SVR’s BR maroon
carriages, thanks to David Smith and
West Coast Railways.

The GWR 4930 Hagley Hall is
paired with GWR carriages and the
GWR 1450 will operate in push-pull
mode with an Autocoach.

LMS Stanier Mogul 13268 will
be paired with LMS carriages and a
pre-grouping goods train and there
will be the 1877-built Chaloner and
1902-built ‘Holy War’, narrow gauge
footplate rides at The Engine House.

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

Others include BR Class 52 D1062
Western Courier, BR Class 50 50033
Glorious and BR Class 108 DMU.

People can also see inside
HydroFLEX, the UK’s first hydro-
gen-ready passenger train, devel-
oped and tested by Porterbrook
in Warwickshire, on display at
Kidderminster.

Branchline trains of the 1900s
with steam-powered Autotrain will
be hauled by GWR 1450 and the
resident DMU railcar.

There will be 19th century nar-
row gauge locomotives on display
and in operation at The Engine
House, offering footplate rides from
10.30am to 4pm.

There will also be a flypast, with
thanks to the Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight, by a Lancaster
bomber- the most famous and suc-
cessful RAF heavy bomber from the
Second World War.

Modern rail vehicles will also be
on display at Kidderminster.

Visit svr.co.uk for more informa-
tion.

« Special visit to mark Railway
200 - See page two

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

RED Ladybirds from Little
Trinity Nursery made a
splash at the annual sum-
mer Swimming Gala in
Kidderminster.

The event offers families
and carers the chance to see
the progress their children
have made in the pool since
September.

Nursery manager Gaynor
Carter said: “The gala is a
fantastic opportunity for them
to demonstrate their newly-ac-
quired water skills to families,
as well as experience their first

The Starfish team - the winners of this year’s Little Trinity Nursery swimming gala. s

Youngsters jumping in at the deep end

taste of friendly competition as
they strive to do the very best
they can.”

The Red Ladybirds competed
in teams of Sharks, Jellyfish,
Starfish and Dolphins, swim-
ming on their fronts and backs
and manoeuvring fun objects
in the water. Each child took a
plunge as they jumped into the
deep end and swam the length
of the pool with the support
and cheers of their families,
carers and staff.

Statistically, drowning is
still one of the most common

The Standard, Friday July 4, 2025

causes of accidental death in
children — many children have
their first swimming experi-
ences when they start at Little
Trinity.

Gaynor added: “Swimming
ensures children remain safe
when playing in water and
provides lots of fun and health
benefits.

“It is truly satisfying for all
our staff to see how much each
child has progressed over the
nursery year and just wonder-
ful to be able to share with
parents.”

Forestry England

oin Stick Man on his
Jadventure back to
the family tree at

Wwyre Forest.
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Running to
say thanks a
decade after

spinal

A WOMAN from Bewdley has
celebrated ten years with a
new spine by running the
Birmingham Half Marathon to
raise funds for the hospital

op

Grace said: “On the starting
line I felt so nervous. I wanted to
make sure I just absorbed it all.

“There were so many people on
the starting line who felt the same

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

ABOVE:
Grace
Winterburn
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TOYS TAKEN: THIEVES stole
children’s toys, power banks and
Rayban sunglasses from a car
while it was parked in Vine Street,
Kidderminster.

The incident happened last
Friday evening.

DRIVEWAY: A SILVER Honda
Civic was stolen from a driveway
in Jubilee Drive, Kidderminster.

The theft took place between
10pm on Saturday and 4am on
Sunday.

CAR KEYS USED: TWO BMWs
were stolen during a double car-
key burglary in Stourport in the
early hours of Monday morning.

A property on Stagborough Way
was targeted at 3am.

After gaining access to the prop-
erty via the back door, the thieves

A i A but for me, this was kind of my has raised took the keys and then escaped
which gave her the life-saving  yictory lap, celebrating what my £7,500 for with a white BMW, with the partial
treatment. body can do. the Royal registration number ‘SYZ’ and a

Grace Winterburn, 21, along [ just want other people who Orthopaedic | black BMW which had the partial
with her family raised an impres-  haye scoliosis to know that you Hospital registration ‘PVL’.
sive £7,500 for the Royal gare strong and you can do hard Charity after The brazen raiders tried to steal
Orthopaedic Hospital (ROH) in  things.” running the a third vehicle but were unsuccess-
Northfield, Birmingham. ) The funds raised will be split Birmingham ful.

A decade ago, at the age of just petween both the paediatric out- Half
11, Grace, who had severe scolio-  patjent care and spinal services Marathon. s Police are investigating the above
sis, had spinal fusion surgery. at the ROH - both departments crimes and have urged witnesses

Scoliosis is a condition where girectly supported Grace as a LEFT: Grace | or anyone with information to call
the spine is curved, limiting chijld. Elaine Bunn, the fundraising with her fam- | officers on 101 or Crimestoppers
breathing, heart function and officer at the Royal Orthopaedic ily on the day | on 0800 555 111.

digestion.

The 12-hour procedure left
Grace with two titanium rods and
23 screws in her spine.

Despite having this metalwork
in her spine, Grace is proving
that people with scoliosis can
lead full and active lives and
proved that when she took on the
Birmingham Half Marathon.

Charity, added: “We’ll be work-
ing directly with the teams to
make sure Grace’s donation is
invested in the areas she cares
most about.

“Grace will be involved every
step of the way.”

Visit: rohcharity.org/gracescol-
iosis/ for more on Grace’s story.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR
BRAND NEW MENU

£1 discount per head if

paying cash for

2 courses

i)
THE FOX INN

NEW SUMMER DEALS
OUR FAMOUS 3 COURSES

of the race. s

Alternatively, email: ofpsp.snt@
westmercia.police.uk with any
details which could help officers
with their enquiries.

Officers also want to hear from
people who saw anything suspi-
cious in the area at the time of the
incident or if they have CCTV or
video doorbell footage.

Family Nature Days

Join us at ishos Wood this

summer for family fun in
the great outdoors.

£12.00

any starter, any main,
any dessert

FISH AND CHIPS
FRIDAY

£10

2 COURSE LUNCH
CARVERY & DESSERT

£11

MAGIC MONDAY

£10

ULTIMATE SUNDAY
CARVERY

Chaddesley Corbett, Near Kidderminster DY10 40N
| 01562 777247

Food Served All Day
Monday - Saturday 12-8pm - Sunday 12-6pm

www.thefoxinnchaddesley.co.uk | email: thefoxchaddesley@outlook.com
Traditional pub menu also available

Field Studies
Council

A Giles Family Carvery fE©

Scan Me
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Bewdley Carnival
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HUNDREDS of people
descended on Bewdley on
Saturday for the annual
carnival which boasted
the longest parade since
the new committee was
formed two years ago.

The parade journeyed
through the town centre and
there was a variety of activities
and events to enjoy.

Among them were live music,
a food court, local and town
traders, a fun fair, the Riverside
live music stage and a family
area in Jubilee Gardens with
live entertainment, traders and
garden games.

As well as providing a popu-
lar day of activities for people

Morris dancers provided a traditional feel to the
parade. 2725002MMR4

PICTURES BY MARCUS MINGINS

Floats,

LEFT: There
were all smiles
on the floats at
Bewdley Festival
on Saturday.
2725002MMR15

RIGHT: A
gnome themed
float delighted
the crowds.
2725002MMR4

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

to enjoy, Bewdley Carnival also
raises funds for good causes
and not-profit organisations.

This year, the carnival
organisers pledged £2,000 for
the Friends of The Maypole,
which is vying to safeguard the
historic green land at Maypole
Piece for future generations.

On the Friday night before
carnival day, there was an
impressive fireworks display
at the Riverside.

Posting on Facebook after
the event, the carnival organ-
isers said: “It was an absolute
scorcher on Saturday, but you

still came out in your hundreds
to support the day.”

They thanked everyone who
took part in the parade, adding
the ‘competition was fierce this
year’. They also thanked all the
traders and guest traders who
‘kept smiling throughout the
day despite intense heat and,
at times, high winds’.

There was a shout-out to
the wonderful marshalls who
gave up their time free, add-
ing the event would not have
been able to take place without
them.

And they paid their gratitude
to all the bands and acts which
performed for free to enable
the carnival to raise more cash
for charities, as well as the

fireworks and fun

entrants in the best-dressed
window competition and eve-
ryone who helped out behind
the scenes.

Organisers added: “So much
hard work goes into putting on
an event like this, including a
Sam start on carnival day, but
seeing you and your families
enjoying the celebrations is
what makes all that hard work
worth it.”

For more information and
pictures, head to the Bewdley
Carnival Facebook page and
bewdleycarnival.co.uk - the
Bewdley Carnival website.

Go to kidderminsterstand-
ard.co.uk for more images of
the day and turn over to page
eight for your pictures.

BEHIND THE CURTAIN

THE MAGNIFICENCE OF HUMANITY

With Michelle Mills-Porter FPSA ADHD
TEDx and Internationally-acclaimed Speaker,
National President of PSA UK&l,

Human Behaviour Expert and Tsunami Survivor

An extraordinary event marking the 20th

BORDERS COUNTRY VERA’S

For more information, or to book, please call

%4l 03332 342 514 oo 0sc
PARSESESE ok Trustplot

HISTORIC DURHAM, BEAMISH &

anniversary of the Boxing Day Tsunami
Includes Graze Board Buffet Station
In gratitude to the community
of Bromsgrove and the
surrounding areas, who raised
£100,000 in just 6 months!
Bromsgrove Golf Centre
6:30pm on 31 Ju

Tickets £30 Incl.

NORTHUMBRIA & BARNARD
CASTLE
Departing Mon 1 Sep ‘25
On this five-day break, we journey to some of
the filming locations for the TV series Vera along
the Tyneside Coast to discover the dramatic
beauty and heritage of the North East, from
Barnard Castle to the Durham Dales and the
rugged Scottish Borders.
Your break includes
¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport
¢ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel,
Newcastle Quayside (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast
' Blue Badge guided tour of
Vera's Northumbria
¢ Blue Badge guided Borders Country tour
(Ford, Etal, Coldstream, Kelso & Jedburgh)
v Blue Badge guided tour of the Durham Dales,
North Pennines, Barnard Castle & Teesdale

5 Days by Coach on@ £429

Single Supplement £125

on bookings me
supplement. Please
Visit us online at

justgoholldays com/OSG

033 numb ve kages otherwise standard rates apply.

CAPTAIN COOK’S WHITBY

Departing Thu 21 Aug ‘25
We enjoy a host of historically-themed
excursions on this wonderful exploration of
the North East. From Whitby to the fascinating
open-air living museum of Beamish and the
beautiful city of Durham, this break offers the
perfect chance to journey into the past.
Your break includes
¢/ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport
¢ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel,
Middlesbrough (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast
¢/ Excursions to Durham,
Beamish Living Museum & Whitby

5 Days by Coach on@ E419

Smgle Supplement £125
-11 [ Gonded
f mmys

n justgohols
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Bewdley Carnival

The monster trucks were in town for the parade. Bewdley Rotary Club ensured everyone was in good elf. Bewdley Concert Band were among the groups
2725002MMR5 2725002MMR13 providing live entertainment. 2725002MMR12

Bewdley Mayor, Coun Nicole Harper, meets the Wizards .
of Dogz. 2725002MMR16 The Scouts offer a float of a different kind. 2725002MMR8 What'’s the weather like up there? 2725002MMR7

-

r) OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
) ’ M(:::—s\_l/ead 8. 30:1;-5 ()Oprll:l
ROWBERRYS Jy e ooty o
The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butcherg, Deli and Restaurant

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Our Restaurant R \ Tel: 01562 777 003

serves a wide variety of
home-cooked meals, breakfasts, Home-Grown
puddings, cakes and afternoon teas

Lavender Strawberries

£3.25 each A Raspberries
or 5 for £10 - :

Plums

‘Hardy Garden
5 Lillies Blackberries |

£3.99 each Cherries
;0r 3 for £10 | F

Support our farms whilst enjoying your

» 5 day at affordable prices.
Dianthus \Qﬁ

(garden pinks) -k BBQ IN STYLE

' = — 2| £4.99each |7 - with our range of home-made
Hot f?od is served o {| or3forg10 7+ 155 sausages, burgers, kebabs
8.30am till 3.30pm daily! = e 4 e = and steaks

A dade

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nurserg.co.uk | ﬁl’ind us on Facebook
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Bewdley Carnival

LD ik

The Wizard of Dogz provided a very colourful float. Picture The Second World War-themed ‘Women at Work’
by Sian Thomas. s display. Picture by Sian Thomas. s

| £ ¢, IT WAS cameras at the ready when Bewdley
Carnival got into full swing on Saturday.

The event boasted something for everyone
and, with that in mind, we asked you to send us
your pictures of the day.

And you did not disappoint.

Here is a selection of your memorable
moments from an amazing day.

The Wheely Different Theatre Company were . - The balloon seller did a roaring
among the performers. Picture by Elaine Kirby.  This tractor was one of many vehicles in the trade on a fine summer day.
= parade. Picture by Sian Thomas. s A Picture by Elaine Kirby. s

- | "
kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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KIDDERMINSTER vet-
eran Steven Walker and
his dedicated family
want to thank the local
community for support-
ing their fundraising for
veteran charity groups
around the area.

Vets eVenTS is a part of
the Kidderminster and Wyre
Forest Veterans Breakfast
Club which meets every
Saturday at Larchwood
Farm, Silverwoods Way in
Kidderminster.

Mr Walker, who is support-
ed by his dedicated family
- including Deborah, Sophie
and Shayne - said he was
delighted with the support
that has been provided so far
from local residents and gave
his thanks to Forces Support
charity shop in Worcester
Street.

The shop, which is open
everyday except Sundays
from 8.30am to 4.30pm, is a
military bereavement charity
which pledges not to forget
fallen heroes or their fami-
lies.

Mr Walker said the shop
manager there had been
extremely supportive and
donated prizes, including
cuddly toys for the tombolas
at events.

Among them are The

u
g!_fpi’s'upporting the
Fgroup;sifundraising
_effortsiis

Barrington Bash which Coun
Fran Oborski MBE and
Coun Adrian Beavis, chair of
Kidderminster RBL, attended,
along with the Far Forest Car
Boot. The Walker family was
also at Bewdley Carnival last
weekend, spreading the word
and raising funds.

Everyone is welcome to
the Kidderminster and Wyre
Forest Veterans Breakfast
Club to talk to the empow-

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Delighted with

ering members to improve
mental health and wellbeing.

The Wheely Different
Theatre Company (WDTC)
recognises the work of the
group and all the work it does
to put on shows or events in
the community.

Visit: ‘Kidderminster
and Wyre Forest Veterans
Breakfast Club’ at facebook.
com for more on the group
and the latest updates.

The Mayor of
Kidderminster,
Coun Doug
Hine, with the
Armed Forces §

A FLAG raising ceremony took place in
Kidderminster to commemorate Armed
Forces Day.

Kidderminster Town Council said it was
honoured to organise Wyre Forest’s Armed
Forces flag flying service this year.

The occasion is dedicated to remember-
ing, recognising, and honouring all those
who have served and continue to serve in
the Armed Forces.

The Mayor of Kidderminster, Coun Doug
Hine, led the proceedings on June 23 and
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Mayor, Coun
Doug Hine,
with members
of the Royal
British Legion
and other rep-
resentatives. s

proudly raised the Armed Forces Flag as a
symbol of the community’s united support
and appreciation for those serving past and
present.

Coun Hine said: “A heartfelt thank you
to everyone who joined us to commemo-
rate the start of Armed Forces Week by
attending the Armed Forces Flag Flying
Ceremony.

“We’'d also like to thank Wyre Forest
District Council for hosting the ceremony at
Wyre Forest House.”

o e R

25

By Appointment to His Majesty King Charles I1I
Medallists
Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
Bromsgrove

Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
We Buy Medals, Coins, Jewellery, Gold and Silver

Experts available Monday to Friday,

Saturday drop off service until 12.00pm.
Home visits for large collections available on request.

collectors@worcmedals.com

01527 835375 07889757199
124 High Street, Bromsgrove. B61 8H]J
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Man injured
as car ends
up in field

A CAR crashed in Bewdley and
ended up on its side in a field.

The incident happened
around 12.30am on Tuesday
in Arley Lane, Shatterford.

A Hereford and Worcester
Fire and Rescue Service crew
from Wyre Forest Fire Station
was called and, after ascer-
taining no-one was trapped,
made the vehicle safe.

Two people had got them-
selves out of the vehicle and
one was treated by West
Midlands Ambulance Service
paramedics.

His injuries were not
thought to be serious
and he was taken to the
Worcestershire Royal Hospital
for further assessment.

West Mercia Police also
attended the incident.

Chicks rescued

FIVE PIGEON chicks were
rescued from a first-storey
ledge in Kidderminster.

A Hereford and Worcester
Fire and Rescue Service crew
from Tenbury Wells Fire
Station was called around 4pm
on Saturday after concerns
were raised by a member of
the public.

Firefighters used a ladder to
access the ledge and then lift-
ed the young birds to safety.

The incident was resolved
by 4.47pm.

THE MAYOR’S annual Civic
Sunday Service took place at
the town’s St Mary and All
Saints Church on June 22.

Mayor, Coun Doug Hine, was
joined by fellow Kidderminster Town
Councillors, past mayors, honorary
freemen of the town and the CEO of
the town council.

The grroup paraded from the town
hall to the church where they were
welcomed by the High Sheriff, Rev
Hayward Osborne, civic dignitaries
and members of the community.

The annual Mayor’s Civic Sunday
event formally marks the welcome
of the newly-elected Mayor and
serves as an opportunity to bring
together civic leaders, community
representatives, and residents.

The theme of this year’s service
was Sanctuary Sunday, a key part of

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

Refugee Week. Readings highlight-
ed the Christian message of ‘love
thy neighbour as yourself’.

Coun Hine said: “I'd like to thank
all that attended the service.

“It was a good opportunity to
express our care and compassion
to refugees — those whose lives are
turned upside down by war, oppres-
sion and climate destruction.

“A huge and heartfelt thanks to
all who attended and supported the
event and sincere thanks to St Mary
and All Saints Church for kindly
hosting the service and to the Wyre
Forest Refugee Group, Standard
Bearers and all guest speakers for
their valued contributions to this
meaningful occasion.”

RIGHT: The
mayor met a
number of civic
dignitaries. s

Pictures by
Miriam Cunliffe
Photography. s

Mayor on parade
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LEFT: Mayor of
Kidderminster,
Coun Doug Hine, |
addressed those
gathered at St
Mary and All
Saints Church.

The group paraded from the town hall to the church prior to the civic
service starting. s

Est 1995

ALARM AND FIRE PROTEGTION EXPERTS GOVERING

Faithful .,

Alarms
GSAIB

aarsceo

R LI T

Birmingham

Worcestershire,

Herefordshire

Intruder Alarms | CCTV | Security Lighting | Fire Alarms
Access Control | Automatic Gates | Maintenance & Repairs

Get in touch for a FREE security survey

01905 616784

faithfulalarms@gmail.com wwwv.faithfulalarms.co.uk
Faithful Alarms LLP, Unit 3C Shrub Hill Industrial Estate, Shrub Hill Road, Worcester WR4 9EL
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HAMBERLEY

CARE HOMES

= HOSTEDBY —

COFTON PARK MANOR
& PRIDE OF LONGBRIDGE

2 — 4PM, SATURDAY 19™ JULY

You are invited to our big summer event! Join us for an afternoon
of entertainment, activities and summer fun for all the family.

CLASSIC CARS FROM PRIDE OF LONGBRIDGE | CHILDREN’S PARTY BUS | LIVE MAGIC PERFORMANCE
ENTERTAINMENT WITH DEBBIE MILES | DANCING FROM THE RETRO RHYTHM DANCERS | TOMBOLA
LOCAL CRAFT STALLS | BBQ | REFRESHING DRINKS | CANDYFLOSS STALL

ALL WELCOME!

To find out more about our summer event, get in touch with our friendly team today:

01213 872 722 | Cofton.rec@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk
Cofton Park Manor, 466 Lickey Road, Cofton Hackett B45 8UU
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Will you be lining up with the Wolverley Village Players for the

next pantomime in January? s

Theatre group’s casting call

AN AMATEUR dramatic group has issued a rally call for new members

to join its ranks.

Wolverley Village Players has recently celebrated its tenth anniver-
sary and performs a pantomime every January at Wolverley Memorial

HAIL.

Details of the next production will be announced at a launch night at

the hall at 7pm a week on Monday, July 14.

With details of the January 2026 production being revealed, anyone

thinking about being part in it is urged to go along.

As well as on-stage roles, there are also behind the scenes places

to be filled.

Rehearsals are usually on Monday evenings from September.

In January 2025, the group performed ‘Beauty and the Beast of
Bodenham’ to sell out audiences, who gave positive feedback on the
theme and amazing tree costumes which were designed by local artist

Debbi Gould.

Visit: wolverleyvillageplayers.co.uk to contact the group or for further

information on getting involved.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

THE NEWLY revamped Old Court
Building in Kidderminster was
showcased to the public when a
day of guided tours took place
last Thursday.

There was positive feedback over-
all from more than 60 residents who
signed up for the event.

Many visitors were impressed with
the results of the work transforming
the former Magistrates Court by
‘Wyre Forest District Council.

This regeneration was funded by
Future High Streets Fund (FHSF),
which prioritises the development of
struggling high streets.

Coun Dan Morehead, Wyre Forest
District Council’s Cabinet Member
for Economic Regeneration,
Planning and the Green Agenda,
said: “We knew that there were peo-
ple who have been interested in the
transformation of the building so we

(S]

opened the doors to show them what
has been achieved.

“Modern facilities and improve-
ments mean The Old Court now pro-

The Standard, Friday July 4, 2025

Visitors impressed by
new-look Old Court

" o -
vides event space available to rent
alongside country-wide innovation
projects.”

There is now opportunity to access
individual workspace, meeting rooms
and shower facilities thanks to this
restoration scheme, as there are now
three floors of the Old Court and a
court chamber which has a seating
capacity of 120 people.

The project also upgraded outside
public space, including a pedestrian
route through town and a small chil-
dren’s play area.

For more information about let-
ting a space in The Old Court con-
tact letting agent (Harris Lamb) via
Sara Garratt.

Email: sara.garratt@harrislamb.
com or call 0121 455 9455 or 07876
898280 for more information.

60/ * * k * ‘. Trustpilot
Holidays :
=l

WICKED THE MUSICAL

Departing Sat 23 Aug ‘25, Sat 20 Sep ‘25

Wicked is the sensational musical that hits stages like a

twister with its electrifying score, stunning sets and a story

that turns Oz on its head. Full of memorable songs such as

No Good Deed and Defying Gravity, this is guaranteed to

leave you spellbound!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside London (JG3 or JG4
rating) with full English breakfast

¢/ Stalls or Circle ticket (matinee performance)

¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

2 Days by Coach WL@ £169

Single Supplement £50

For more information, or to book, please call

ee within inclusive minutes packat s apply

or visit us online at

BLACKPOOL, SOUTHPORT
& THE LAKE DISTRICT

Departing Mon 1 Sep ‘25, Mon 15 Sep ‘25

Enjoy a four-night stay at the ultimate seaside resort

with time to experience the vibrant fun of Blackpool. A

lively atmosphere, a Blue Flag beach, classic trams and a
Golden Mile, with cabaret acts, arcades and seaside food and
drink available at every pier.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

¢/ 4 nights at the Savoy Hotel, Blackpool (JG2 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Blackpool llluminations Drive (llluminations drive from 1* September
onwards only)

¢/ Excursions to Southport & the
Lake District (Bowness-on-Windermere)

Optional excursion to Fleetwood Market (£10pp)

5 Days by Coach m/u@ £319

Single Supplement £75

H justgohols

e 0sG justgoholidays.com/OSG

ROYAL MINT,
BRECON MOUNTAIN RAIL & BRISTOL
HARBOUR CRUISE

Departing Mon 8 Sep 25

We enjoy the Royal Mint Experience and go behind the scenes
to follow the journey of a coin, from blank to bank, and travel
through spectacular landscapes on one of the most popular
railway routes in Wales. We also visit the Welsh capital

of Cardiff.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v

v
v
v
v
v

5 Days by Coach an@ £539

Single Supplement £125

Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

4 nights at the Holiday Inn, Newport (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

Heritage train journey on the Brecon Mountain Railway
Scenic drive through the Brecon Beacons National Park
Cruise around Bristol Harbour

Excursions to the Royal Mint Experience & Cardiff

GLVER
WD
BRITISH
TRAVEL
AWARDS
2024

BEST COMPANY
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS
&

™
liast
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ing dates Avoncroft B

Museum

Avoncroft Museum
Kids Go Free* School Holidays

- Windmill sailings on Saturdays”
« 30 Buildings

« 700 years of history

19 acres including 2 play areas

« Miniature train rides

o Trails

- Kids crafts

« Drop in corn dolly sessions

- Free and accessible parking

- Kids food

- Dog friendly

- Interactive displays

« National collection of phone boxes
« Tearoom and shop

 Accessible grounds and bulldm@g‘xm

S

*weather dependent f;&f

pre

*for details dates and to book www.avoncroft.org.uk

Avoncroft Museum, Stoke Heath, Bromsgrove Worcestershire,
B60 4JR - 01527 8931363 - Reg. Charity no. 241 | 644
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The 2025 Phoenix Challenge team
at the top of Pen Y Fan. s

Rising to the challenge

AN ANNUAL fundraising event held
in tribute to late Bromsgrove fire-
fighter Stu Crebbin has raised even
more funds for charity.

Stu’s Phoenix Challenge saw his
former colleagues complete the
Brecon Beacons 10 Peaks Traverse
(East to West) which Stu took on
himself in 2020.

The event, which must be com-
pleted in 24 hours, remembers Stu
who was based in Bromsgrove with
Hereford and Worcester Fire and
Rescue Service. He died in March
2021, aged 46, after a 12-month bat-
tle with cancer.

Despite having intense chemother-
apy and immunotherapy sessions
in the lead-up, Stu completed most
of the challenge with his Phoenix
Challenge Team.

This year the team retraced the

steps of the original route walked
by Stu. Despite rain and fog adding
to the complexity of the challenge,
spirits remained high and the group
completed the 38-mile route in 19
hours.

But now there is a new challenge
ahead. Spencer Jones, who heads
up the fundraising activity, said: “In
line with Stu’s vision of fundraising
inclusivity, the Phoenix Challenge
continually adapts.

“The next event this year is a
Church Tower Abseil.

“To date we've raised £25,700
- our target is to reach £30,000 fol-
lowing the tower abseil in August.”

The most recent Phoenix Challenge
has raised over $£650 for the Fire
Fighters Charity.

Visit: justgiving.com/page/spen-
cer-jones-11 to donate.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Event with a view
to raising funds

RESIDENTS across
Worcestershire and
Herefordshire are encouraged
to get involved in an upcoming
challenge in honour of a local
firefighter who died of cancer
in 2021.

Hereford and Worcester Fire and
Rescue Service’s Phoenix Challenge
has 60 places available for an
adrenaline-pumping experience at
St Peter’s Church in Hereford.

Residents can conquer their fears
and descend the side of the church
while supporting the Fire Fighters
Charity.

Organiser, Firefighter Spencer
Jones, said: “Whether you're an
experienced abseiler or a first-timer,
this event is perfect for everyone.

“Don’t miss out on this thrilling
opportunity to make a difference
and have a blast at the same time.
See you there.”

Abseilers will pay a non-refund-
able §25 registration fee to secure
their place which covers the cost of
the abseil with a promise to raise a
minimum of £100 each via a Team
JustGiving page.

A range of ages are welcome to
take part, however the minimum
age for participants is 12, and any-
one under the age of 18 must have
parental or guardian consent at
point of registration.

There will be a range of slots to
choose from on the day, starting
at 9.30am and finishing at 4.30pm.

The abseil - at St Peter’s Church, Hereford, on August 23 - will
be held in memory of Stu Crebbin and raise funds for the Fire

Fighters Charity. s

Guests not taking part in the abseil
are encouraged to come along and
support.

The abseil will take place out-
side St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s
Square, Hereford, on Saturday,
August 23.

The Phoenix Challenge has
raised £25,700 for the Fire Fighters
Charity since 2020 and is aiming to
take that total beyond £30,000 with
the St Peter’s Church abseil.

It was set up in honour of the late

Bromsgrove based firefighter, Stu
Crebbin, who took on the momen-
tous Brecon Beacons 10 Peaks
Traverse (East to West) himself in
2020, prior to his death.

Now teams of firefighters take
on the challenge annually in Stu’s
memory with the service organising
other events all-year-round to raise
more funds.

Email Spencer Jones at: sjones@
hwfire.org.uk to sign up.

mmlmp

Malvern Goldsmiths, 28-30

Daarrer K //ﬂv/)/ ,2/’ 7

o o
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Belle Vue Terrace, Malvern, WR14 4PZ

Quarter Jewellery (The most reasonable
jewellers in Worcester) has now been
open for 18 years, | have always
endeavoured to run the shop as jewellers
were run when | started in the jewellery
trade 59 years ago. Five years ago we
were lucky enough to acquire the lease
of 28, Belle Vue Terrace, Great Malvern a
beautifully fitted Victorian pharmacy, now
reborn as Malvern Goldsmiths

We have a large range of new, antique
and second hand jewellery in both shops.

Having had factories in both Birmingham
Jewellery Quarter and Asia, we are able to
make diamond rings, pendants and
earrings, all of them priced to be able
to beat “High Street multiples”
and internet sellers.

We value for Insurance, probate and
sale between parties.

We are always happy to offer for your
unwanted jewellery etc, this service is
free, If you have a jewellery problem,
we are happy to advise without
any obligation.

Quarter Jewellery, 27 The Shambles,

Worcester, WR1 2RA
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Colleagues and volunteers took part in the environmental activities
at Bradley Thursfield Court in Kidderminster. s

Making a difference

EMPLOYEES from Platform
Housing Group has been taking
part in voluntary environmental
activities in Kidderminster.

The work was part of the com-
pany’s ongoing Communities
Connected campaign.

Platform staff and customers col-
laborated for two days of environ-
mental action at Bradley Thursfield
Court and nearby Mill Street as part
of the drive.

Volunteers joined in with a large
scale litter-picking across both
locations.

The local Neighbourhood Watch
co-ordinator and other residents
were also involved in plans for
the area, with one resident, Frank,
sharing his idea to transform scrub-
land sections into spaces to grow

vegetables and other plants.

Nicholas Richardson, communi-
ty engagement officer at Platform
Housing Group and organiser of
the events, said: “We are so proud
of the work that has taken place in
Kidderminster.

“By working in a partnership
with our customers, we're not only
tackling environmental issues but
also building stronger relationships
and promoting positive mental and
physical wellbeing.

“When people feel a sense of
belonging, it leads to stronger,
more connected communities”.

The Communities Connected
programme continues to run events
across the region, making a posi-
tive difference in local areas and
building deeper community ties.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Hospice prepares
to open new store

A NEW St Richard’s Hospice
superstore is set to open in
Stourport at 10am tomorrow
(Saturday, July 5).

The new shop, which is currently
accepting donations to raise cash
for the cause and looking for volun-
teers, will open its doors at Tannery
Retail Park, Lombard Street.

The store will be accepting dona-
tions of pre-loved clothing, furni-
ture, homeware, books and more.

Volunteers are needed and may
take up roles in serving customers at
the till or prepping stock for sale.

The store will be open Monday to
Saturday from 9am to 6pm, and on
Sundays, from 10.30am to 4.30pm.

Stourport resident, David Bishop,
who received care in the hospice’s
In-Patient Unit earlier this year, is
scheduled to cut the ribbon on the
new store.

He said: “I was admitted to the
hospice in December last year
expected to die.

“Five weeks later I came out on
crutches and I am here today.

“I still have hurdles to overcome,
but my ‘never give up still I rise’
attitude means the story isn’t closed
Jjust yet.

“St Richard’s is a special place,
with a team of special people, that
survives mostly on donations.

“I owe them my life”.

Dan Corns, associate director of
retail operations for St Richard’s,
said: “We have been hard at work

getting the store ready to open and
are really looking forward to wel-
coming in customers and donors to
enjoy the new retail space.

“It’s set to play an important role
in generating the funds we need
to provide our specialist care, at a
challenging time for hospice chari-
ties across the country.

“Our grateful thanks to everyone
involved in getting the store ready
to open, including all our brilliant
volunteers.”

St Richard’s Hospice has 18 total
shops across Worcestershire, with a
retail income of £3million annually,
all of which goes toward supporting
patients and their loved ones.

Sue Birch, the
assistant shop
manager of
the Stourport
Superstore,
which is

due to open
tomorrow
(Saturday). s

St Richard’s Hospice is an inde-
pendent charity providing free,
expert care for adults with incur-
able illnesses, also supporting their
loved ones and carers, of which
the hospice team annually supports
more than 3,100 people.

Including patient care and other
necessary support services, it will
cost §£12million for the hospice to
be ran this year.

Visit: strichards.org.uk/latest-vol-
unteering-vacancies/volunteer-at-
stourport-superstore to sign up to
volunteer.

Go to: strichards.org.uk for more
general information about the char-
ity.

All of my artwork is %
£ original works and are all

one off.

| or no other artist can paint two*painting the same, all
paintings on display are my own work of which most i have
sketched and taken photos of the subject and completed in my.

home studio and gallery.

You may have heard a lot of artists say we did this painting from

i.wmwﬂmdw

»»»

up wi w:!d
family tr

m In Africa, in a lovely country
led Tanzania, which was called
ing the colonial
and early 60s.
1 was eltremdg lucky to have
had a great childhood and a ; ‘ '
lifestyle | can only call "born free" as my um:les were hunters and saf'an people, so | gmw
o ife all around we. | did a lot of sketching and dmwmgs whdc on safari or

:

K,

on picnics to the National Park.

live subjects, yes only to a degree, ‘as from experience i have yetito 2 } n | moved to Eng{gp\d | attended Avﬁ?qhool in London, but | just K
see a bull elephant pose for you... Or a buffalo stand and pose for couldn't get used to the way Wﬁsﬁsktéﬁo paint Art. So, | would say | “
ou... Weall use photos and our own sketch-work ahve,vy much self-taﬂ,g& y

to fall back on to and the most graceful m exhibitio Mﬂdtm, MW Ei(roge and. of course Africa.

' thing about art is that we all have our Y
dih dhigarint syle-gs Halhvir wi 5':%!’21:2 ';cih;?mm{;n in my new hpmqun?n Bldford and. | am hoping
paint”.... No body can teach you 4 "y

to paint or draw, all someone #
can do is'to show you and

So, I would like to
_ welcome you all t_o, 4
. take a trip on the

88 - help you.... But finally, you " I
will be the one holding the "wild side" with my
artwork -

brush and pencil.... So, in my
opinion... "practice" is
the only way... | do take
commissions on-all
subjects so please
y feel free to

- THANK YOU Ay_ ?

Avonvale Holiday Lodges, Offenham Rd, Evesham WRI1 8DX :
email: mzeepembe2.bg@googlemail.com 74
phone: 07428 303888
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Make This Summer Super with
Team Super Sports!

As the school year winds down and who are not only experts in sport, but also understand
summer stretches ahead, parents across  the importance of building self-esteem and
Worcester face the familiar challenge: how encouraging teamwork. Safety is paramount, with all

. - o staff fully trained and DBS-checked, giving parents
to keep their children active, engaged, peace of mind while their children enjoy a summer of

and entertained during the long holiday excitement and growth.

break. That’s where Team Super Sports And it's not just about physical activity — Team Super
steps in — with an exciting, energetic, and  Sports believes in developing well-rounded

safe environment for kids to thrive, learn, individuals. Each day includes structured sessions
and, most importantly, have fun! that balance active games with moments of reflection,

Team Super Sports has become a household name in team-building exercises, and opportunities for every

Worcester for providing high-quality, action-packed Zgg?eic;ﬁ:;gc'uc’ed Bkl praud ot Aedr
holiday camps for children aged 5-13. This summer ’ o
promises to be the best yet, with more activities, more Parents regularly report that their children come home

energy, and more unforgettable memories for every from camp buzzing with excitement — tired in the best
child who joins. possible way and eager to return the next day. It's no

surprise that many families return year after year, and

Held at convenient, local venues with excellent .
places fill up fast.

facilities, Team Super Sports camps offer a wide

range of activities to suit all interests and abilities. Whether your child is a budding sports star or just

From football and cricket to dodgeball, athletics, looking to try something new, there’s a place for them

obstacle courses, and even some creative team at Team Super Sports. With flexible booking options, &% [

challenges — no two days are ever the same. The competitive prices, and multi-day discounts, it’s a L o : :
aim? To inspire confidence, improve fitness, and hassle-free way to keep children busy, active, and early booking is strongly recommended to avoid
nurture social skills in a fun and supportive happy over the summer holidays. disappointment.

environment. So don’t wait until the last minute — secure your Let Team Super Sports take the pressure off your
What sets Team Super Sports apart is its passionate  child’s place today and make this summer one to summer plans — because every child deserves a

team of qualified coaches and enthusiastic leaders remember. With limited spaces and high demand, summer of fun, friendship, and fitness!

HOLIDAY SPORTS CAMPS!

‘ ' nd - Q@ The Downs Malvern, WRI13 6EY
ALL SCHOOL The Dow
HOLIDAYS ] 8 Ages 4-16 - children who LOVE sport!

THE DOWNS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 4 . i N @ Improving skills & FUN with friends!

MALVERN

REEIDAY;

FOR ALL OBSERVER READERS |

Tax-Free Childcare
. gxos = ; ; oy 3 sl AVAILABLE &
4.9 goqgle Uts z y / ¥ 10% Early Bird Childcare Vouchers
eview 1 A f) § ! 10% Siblings
= / 4 20% Full-week AcoePted B

Registered

WWW.TEAMSUPERSPORTS.CO.UK/MALVERN A aih T e s ‘ : Call Us Today - 01675 488494
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Little Shop of stars in memorable show

REVIEW:

Little Shop of Horrors,
Theatre 282

LITTLE Shop of Horrors is a
musical with a bit of every-
thing — dark comedy, bizarre
scenarios, moral dilemmas
and even some touching
moments.

It is a roller-coaster of emotion
and tone. It centres on a failing
flower shop when an unexpected
opportunity, in the form of a mys-
terious plant, presents itself. With
that, comes a growing appetite for
fame, fortune and fresh blood, that
just might change lives.

The first half sets the scene with
catchy toe-tapping numbers and
plenty of comedy. The second one
takes on a more sinister turn, rais-
es moral dilemmas and manages,
somehow, to keep the comedy,
albeit darker.

This was Theatre 282’s first musi-
cal and the talented cast did a
sterling job telling the tale of this
cult classic.

Everyone played their part in the
production. Andy Partington was
great as shop owner Mr Mushnik
— both capturing the character and
competent as he sang in the musical
numbers he was involved in.

Talking of vocals, Martin Salter’s
wonderful soulful voice was per-
fect for the plant ‘Audrey 2’ as it
begged to be fed with its ‘feed me’
catchphrase.

Louis Wharton — who I thought
was somewhat Joe Lycett-like — was
fantastic as the evil dentist and
Audrey’s abusive boyfriend Orin
Scrivello. He delivered the ‘Dentist’
number excellently and was hilari-
ous in Now (It’s Just the Gas). He
also doubled as the suave but sleazy
Skip Snip, offering Seymour fame
and fortune.

The ever-present Emily Addis
(Ronnette), Charlotte Hipkiss
(Chiffon) and Annabelle Blower
(Crystal) made for a terrific trio.
From the opening ‘Little Shop of
Horrors’ prologue, ‘Da Doo’ and
‘Ya Never Know’ to the finale, they
were pitch-perfect throughout. They
were great on the songs involving
just the trio provided equally won-
derful backing vocals for the other
numbers.

And Alex Thompson and Lydia
Peters were a super pairing for the
main roles of Seymour and Audrey
— made to play those parts.

He portrayed his lovable down-
on-his-luck character magnificently
and she, the love interest, were
wonderful to watch — both individu-
ally and even more so when they
were together. Their harmonies
were almost heavenly.

Their ‘Suddenly Seymour’ duet at
the start of the second act had the
real ‘aww’ factor as you had been
willing them to ‘give it a go’ since
the start. And during the moving
‘Somewhere That’s Green’ (reprise),
there was complete silence — you
could hear a pin drop.

Peters’ performance of
‘Somewhere That’s Green’ in the
first act was the vocal performance

of the night. The set was functional,
providing the backdrop for all the
scenes needed — the flower shop,
the street on Skid Row and a dental
surgery.

The Audrey 2 aspect — in all its
stages of development was also very
well done — shout-out to its opera-
tors, puppeteers Izzy Boneham,
Charlotte Salter, Eleanor Hipkiss
and Amy Cooper.

And kudos to Sam Fitter and
her team for pulling this fantastic
production together and staging it
so well.

Blakedown Parish Rooms was
also a nice intimate venue for this
production, reflecting off the stage
the cosy feel and atmosphere of the
flower shop on it.

Tristan Harris

Talented pupils hit the right note

THERE was a musical
triumph for students at
Kidderminster’s Holy
Trinity School and Sixth
Form as 27 of them
excelled in their Music
Medal Exams.

This cohort of 27 stu-
dents aged seven to 10
years old achieved unprec-
edented success in their
Associated Board of Royal
Schools of Music Copper
and Bronze Music Medal
Exams.

The school’s head of
music, Sarah Paterson,

said: “All the children
put themselves forward
for these external exams,
showing tremendous
intrinsic motivation and
commitment.

“There is a fabulous pos-
itive peer pressure in the
music department and a
tradition of quality record-
er playing, with students
actively seeking to make
music with their friends.”

Holy Trinity students
enjoy an indulging music
curriculum adapted to
each student, which helps

to build resilience, perse-
verance, and endurance
for life beyond the class-
room.

Ms Paterson added: “It
is well known that music
offers a wide array of ben-
efits for physical and men-
tal wellbeing, impacting
mood, cognitive function
and even physical health.

“It is of course a pow-
erful tool for emotional
expression and social con-
nection which is plainly
evident among these tal-
ented students.”

dementia
care

day to the full.

Inspected and rated

CareQuality
Commission

Worcester

care uKk

Guided by the latest academic
evidence, our dementia specialists
support each resident to live every

If you're considering a care home,
call 01905 971 358 or visit
careuk.com/perry-manor

Trusted to care

Perry Manor care home
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Just for Pets

Just for Pets, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG
(Next to ASDA)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Because caring isn't something we-do, it's who we are.

Caring People, Caring Places:

The heartbeat of our community

In every corner of our towns and
villages, there’s a quiet network of
people and places who make care

their calling.

From the vet who checks on your family dog
like it’s their own, to the funeral director

who offers gentle guidance during life’s most
difficult goodbyes, these unsung heroes are
woven into the very fabric of our daily lives.
This isn’t just about care for the elderly —
though they are, of course, a cherished part
of this picture — but about the many ways
compassion shapes our communities, across all
ages and walks of life.

At its heart, Caring People, Caring Places is a
celebration of humanity. It’s about those who
dedicate themselves to the wellbeing of others
— people who don’t just do a job, but perform
a service rooted in empathy, patience, and

dignity.
Take, for instance, the local solicitor who offers
free advice sessions on will writing, ensuring
peace of mind for families at any stage of life.
It’s not just about legalese and paperwork — it’s
about offering reassurance, answering difficult
questions, and helping people plan with clarity
and care.

Veterinary clinics also tell a powerful story of
compassion. Ask any pet owner and they’ll say
the vet is a lifeline during tough times — when
the dog has eaten something it shouldn’t,

when the cat needs emergency surgery, or
simply when a furry friend is nearing the end
of their life. These clinics often extend their
care beyond animals, understanding how
closely our emotional health is tied to our pets.
Many offer grief support and work closely with
rehoming charities to give abandoned animals
a second chance at love.

¢ Memorials Stones
¢ Floristry

%AUNTS

0 KIDDERMINSTER

THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Caring for families for over 125 years.

Since 1900 The Gaunt Family have been providing a first-class
Funeral Service. The multi award winning Funeral Directors have
Funeral Homes across the Black Country
and Worcestershire.

Services including:

¢ 24hr Professional Services

¢ Bespoke Funeral Arrangements

¢ Local Direct Cremations

e Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles
¢ Complimentary Bereavement Counselling

e Pre Paid Funeral Plans

1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster, DY10 lJR. T: 01562 541062
107 The Birches, Stourport on Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 INR. T: 01299 879090
E: info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk W: www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

=
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KIDDERMINSTER
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For a full non-obligational quote, please
speak to one of our Funeral Directors

in Kidderminster on 01562 541 062

or in Stourport on 01299 879 090
or email
info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk
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Speaking of second chances, fostering and
adoption services are a profound example of
care in action. Across our region, there are
families opening their doors — and their hearts
— to children who need stability, support, and
love. Social workers, carers, and support staff

dedicate their careers to making sure that
vulnerable young people find not just shelter,
but a sense of belonging.

And while we’re on the subject of homes,

care homes and supported living facilities
continue to provide more than just a roof

and regular meals. Many of these places are
hubs of life and activity, staffed by people
who understand that dignity, independence,
and companionship are vital at any age.
Increasingly, intergenerational projects and
pet therapy schemes are breathing new life
into care spaces, offering residents laughter,
stimulation, and purpose.

But care doesn’t stop at the front door.
Funeral directors — some of the most

quietly compassionate professionals in our
communities — play a deeply important role in
helping families navigate loss with grace and
respect. Alongside them, stonemasons craft
lasting tributes that honour lives lived, with
each inscription carved in memory and love.
These trades might not often make headlines,
but their impact is profound and lasting.

And let’s not forget the smaller, sometimes
overlooked services that make a world of
difference. The kennels and catteries that
provide safe havens for pets when families are
away; the hearing aid specialists who reconnect
people to the sounds — and conversations

— they’ve been missing; or the volunteers

who give their time to animal shelters and
community centres, ensuring no one is
forgotten.

These people and places aren’t glamorous, and
they rarely seek the spotlight. Yet they form a
backbone of care and community that deserves

ey
T
O :

recognition. Their work is local, personal, and
essential. They remind us that “care” isn’t a
service — it’s a value. One that’s practiced every
day in countless acts of kindness, patience, and
professionalism.

It might be easy to picture care as something
reserved for our oldest citizens — and yes, their
needs are crucial — but Caring People, Caring
Places shines a light on the broader picture.
From children finding safe new homes, to pets
being lovingly rehomed, to families finding
comfort and support through life’s major

A/lbion Lodge

We are a family run establishment and
the care we provide is very much based
on the ethos that we look after people
as if they are part of our own family.

Offering individualised care, we aim to
maintain independence whilst providing

support.

Please feel free to contact us for an
informal chat about what we can offer

What we offer
24-hour care
Period property
Village setting

Special baths

Two lifts

Two acres of lawns
Disabled access vehicle

Respite rooms pre-bookable

“Retizergie
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transitions, this is a celebration of care in all
its forms.

So next time you pass the hearing clinic, walk
past the vet’s office, or drive by the local foster
services banner, pause for a moment. Think of
the people inside — doing quiet, tireless work
to make someone else’s life a little easier,

a little warmer, a little more human. Let’s
support these people, these businesses and
these organisations.

Because caring isn’t just something we do. It’s
who we are.

nspected and rated

CareQuality
Commission

Albion Lodge Retirement Home, Hanley Swan, Worestershire, WR8 ODN Tel: 01684 310626
Email: info@albionlodge.co.uk www.albionlodge.co.uk
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The Clrcle of Care' How Support
Travels Through a Community

Care has a quiet momentum. It
doesn’t shout. It doesn’t seek credit.
But when one person chooses to

help another, something remarkable
happens - it spreads.

Welcome to the Circle of Care: an invisible,
ever-turning wheel powered by acts of
kindness, big and small. In towns, villages, and

cities across the country, people are stepping
up for each other — and in doing so, sparking a
chain reaction of compassion.

It often starts with something simple. A hot
meal left on a doorstep. A schoolchild giving
up their seat on the bus. A stranger paying for
the coffee of the person behind them in the
queue. These gestures might feel fleeting to
the giver, but to the person on the receiving

during lockdown. That neighbour, once
isolated, began knitting hats and scarves for a
women’s shelter in return. The shelter staff,
moved by the gesture, started offering monthly
pop-ups with free toiletries for the homeless.

end, they can be transformative. Not just for
what they provide — but for what they inspire.
Take the story of a local couple who began
cooking extra portions of their evening meals
and delivering them to an elderly neighbour

ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL

FOOT CARE

Special offers for
Two or more
people.

Free consultation

Call for any queries

07568 443 963

Adanced foot care in
the comfort of your
own home.

Hard skin, Verrucas ,
planter Fasciitis

Thickened Nails

7+years experience

Sy WILSON
B ey

Wllson Securlty Systems is a family owned business
hased in Worcester.

Stay Secure This Spring & Summer!

Why Choose Us?
* New Customers Welcome!
Experience personalised service from our dedicated family team.
« Existing Systems Serviced:
We provide expert maintenance and upgrades for your current setup.

* Spring & Summer Solutions:
GSAIB )

Keep your home protected while you are on hoIiday
‘WSS Ltd are a SSAIB

Rogisterad firm

UNCOMPLICATED SECURITY FOR COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND

Get in touch for FREE advice & a no obligation quote

01905 864182 - 24hrs '

wilsonsecuritysystems.co.uk

!
:
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And volunteers at those events? Some were
recipients of care themselves, now giving back
in kind.

This is the Circle of Care in motion. It grows
not by obligation, but by invitation. It says:
You'’ve helped me — I want to help someone
else.

At the heart of this cycle is connection. Care
doesn’t exist in a vacuum. When we see
someone doing good, we’re often reminded
of our own power to contribute. It’s why
communities respond so passionately to
fundraising pages, food drives, or community
clean-up days. They aren’t just supporting a
cause — they’re continuing a story.

And it’s not always the obvious moments

that carry the most weight. A listening ear. A
ride to a doctor’s appointment. Watching a
neighbour’s child for an hour so they can rest.
These are small acts — but they build trust,
dignity, and belonging. They lay the foundation

z
NRLUNTEER

VOLUNTEER

Local Facebook groups often help this local
newspaper and help act as the new town
square — offering everything from babysitting
swaps to urgent appeals for missing pets.
Behind each post is a person reaching out, and
another person reaching back.

And when care flows in a circle, no one is

left behind. Those who give today may need
help tomorrow. Those who receive today

may be the first to offer it next time. It’s not a
straight line. It’s a cycle. A rhythm. A shared
responsibility.

So if you’ve ever wondered whether a small act
of kindness really makes a difference — know
this: it does. Not just to the person you helped,
but to the person they go on to help. And the
one after that. And the one after that.

Because care is contagious. And once it’s set in
motion, it rarely stops.

Let’s keep it turning.

™ =)

for a community where people feel safe to A taxi firm giving discounted rides to cancer
both give and receive care. patients. A florist donating unsold blooms

In schools, children are learning this too. Many to a hospice. These aren’t marketing stunts
are now taking part in kindness challenges — they’re reflections of what it means to be

— writing positive notes for classmates, rooted in community.

helping with litter picks, or raising funds for But the beauty of the Circle of Care is that
local charities. Teachers report that once a you don’t need to wait for permission to enter
culture of kindness takes hold, it becomes it. You only need to ask: What can I do, right
self-sustaining. “One child brings in a tin for now, with what I have? And that answer will
the food bank, and suddenly the whole classis  look different for everyone. For some, it’s
donating,” said one headteacher. “They inspire time. For others, it’s resources. For many, it’s
each other.” simply attention — noticing when someone is
Businesses are joining the circle as well. A struggling and showing up.

bakery offering leftover loaves to a shelter. Even digital communities are catching on.

Independent Family Funeral Directors

WORCESTER
FUNERAL SERVICE

At Worcester Funeral Service we pride
ourselves on our professional, personal and
caring approach to every funeral. We
recognise that individual and unique
circumstances have different requirements.
Whatever the situation, we strive to offer
clarity and consistent support and assistance,
24hours a day, 365 days a year.

Services Available:

Comprehensive arrangements for
burial and cremation

Arrangements to inter or scatter ashes
Religious and non-religious services
Advice and guidance regarding all

necessary documentation
Intimations in local and national

newspapers

Printing of funeral stationery
Ordering of floral tributes

A complete memorial service
24 hours personal service
Private Chapel of Rest
Competitive Fees

Pre Payment Plans

Unit 6, Kilbury Drive, Worcester WR5 2NE. Tel: 01905 23499
www.worcesterfuneralservice.co.uk
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Linda’s growning reputation nets
her a top Plant Heritage accolade

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

A RENOWNED plant expert
and collector from Hagley has
won a prestigious award for
her decades-long efforts in
horticultural conservation.

Linda Eggins, a Japanese lau-
rel (Aucuba Japonica) expert and
National Plant Collection Holder,
has won Plant Heritage’s prestigious
Brickell Award 2025.

The award - named after the Plant
Heritage charity’s founding member
and vice president Chris Brickell - cel-
ebrates excellence in cultivated plant
conservation.

The judges commended Linda for
her dedicated research and conserva-
tion efforts over several decades.

In particular, they noted her impor-
tant work to untangle the plant
group’s complicated names and clas-
sifications, as well as her collabora-
tion with others, including sharing her
knowledge and plant material across
the UK and internationally.

Through her passion for these
plants and her storytelling, she has
helped to persuade others to appreci-
ate their diversity and their interesting
history.

Linda said the accolade was a great
honour.

“I certainly didn’t think when my
late husband and I started the collec-
tion in 1976 in our back garden, I'd

nore garden plants

Share your plant passion

wwwp\antlﬁaritageorguk

be awarded at RHS Hampton Court
Palace Garden Festival for my contri-
bution to the genus.

“I can hardly believe it.”

Linda was presented the Brickell
Award 2025 by The Royal Park’s head
of horticulture Matthew Pottage on
Monday at Plant Heritage’s stand at
RHS Hampton Court Palace Garden

Festival.

Her and her late husband initially
started the Aucuba collection in their
garden in Clent before being careful-
ly transferred to Winterbourne House
and Garden in Birmingham in 2016.

Here, visitors can admire cultivars
planted out in the garden and the
collection itself is proudly displayed

on the University of Birmingham
campus for the public to see.

Linda has published several arti-
cles, reports and even a book (‘A
Virgin for Eighty Years — Aucuba, An
Overlooked Treasure’) in 2021, tell-
ing the fascinating story of why the
first plants brought back from Japan
failed to produce their trademark

berries. She did a month-long tour of
Japan to see native Aucuba japonica
growing in the wild, how they are
propagated, grown and developed in
nurseries and used in public spaces
and gardens.

She is now considered an interna-
tional authority on all things Aucuba.

Every year, Linda collects propa-
gated material as required, keeps an
inventory of back-up plants and has
evendonatedspecimensto prestigious
botanical gardens worldwide, includ-
ing Birmingham Botanical Gardens
and Glasshouses, The Harold Hillier
Arboretum, Bodenham Arboretum
and The Raulston Arboretum in the
USA.

Gwen Hines, CEO at Plant
Heritage, said: “Linda has dedicated
many years of her life to under-
standing, growing and caring for
Aucuba japonica and telling their
story, which is inspiring.

“Her passion shines through and
her important contributions to plant
conservation make her a worthy win-
ner for our Brickell Award 2025.”

Gwen Hines (CEO, Plant
Heritage), Cecilia Bufton
(Chair, Plant Heritage),

Linda Eggins (Brickell Award
2025 winner), Matt Pottage
(The Royal Parks) and Dan
Cartwright (Winterbourne
House and Garden). Photo by
Plant Heritage. s

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

/5 GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

: david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5pm

/~pound for £ tey\\

\\ re the(best!
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RIDE v cesTIVAL

Sunday 20th
July 2025

Join more than 6,000 bikers on
one of the UK’s biggest ride outs,
from Shrewsbury to the Bike4Life

Festival at Weston Park:

Celebrity guests - Arena displays
Exhibitions - Food festival
Live music - Kids’ zone

Book your tickets now:

bike4lifefest.com

Or follow the updates on:

€ @BikeslifeFest € BikesLifeFest

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Fi rst A practical three

hour course suitable

Biker on foraivicersana
Scene anyone who might

need to provide

Tra i n i N g immediate assistance

at the scene of aninjury

COU rse involving a biker.

Learn more
and book

Book your
Bike4lLife 2025
Tickets Now

: f Weston Park
Bike4lLife A A
Route Map w  finishpoint &y

and festival

Ve Telford
Meole Brace

Start point Shifnal

All proceeds go to the lifesaving work of

N | Midlands

Air Ambulance
5> | Charity

Reaistered Charitv Number 1143118

Sponsored by

The Bike Insurer d

With
support
from

PAGE 25
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Packed festival enters third week

AS THIS year’s Bromsgrove
Festival enters its third
week, there are still plen-
ty of events and activities
for a variety of tastes to
enjoy.

Music

On Sunday, July 6, Blackwell
Concert Band will be the lat-
est to take to centre stage in
the district council’s Bands in
the Park series. The free concert
takes place between 2.30pm and
3.30pm at the Jubilee Bandstand
in Sanders Park. People are urged
to bring along a picnic, a blanket
or chairs, and enjoy the pro-
gramme which boasts marches,
Jjazz, calypso, blues, pop, rock,
film scores and more.

The next in the series of Festive
Classics comes to Avoncroft
Museum’s New Geusten Hall on
‘Wednesday, July 9. Michael Lunts’
Home Service presents a humor-
ous view of life on the Home
Front to mark the 80th VE Day.
The performance, which brings
the 1940s to life, starts at midday
with lunch at 1pm. Tickets can be
bought for just the concert or for
lunch as well. Visit: festiveclas-
sics.co.uk or call 01527 832492
for more information or tickets.

The John Richards Band will
be at Bromsgrove Folk Club at
8pm on Thursday, July 10. Billed
as one of the UK’s best songwrit-
ers, he will be accompanied by
a group of excellent musicians.

Tickets are available in advance
at bromsgrovefolkclub.co.uk or
on the door.

Next Saturday, July 12, there
will be the latest Cake and Coffee
Concert at St John’s Church.
Starting at 10.30am, the free short
concert will feature the Singing
Villeins and the Thompson-Cox
Family Jazz Quartet - offering
light a capella vocal music and a
jazz selection. Email: Steve.cow-
perthwaite@gmail.com for more
information. The event will be
followed by coffee and cake and
the Spire Project Open Day (see
‘Other events’ below).

A day of music with food and
craft stalls will take place in the
garden of The Hop Pole pub in
Bromsgrove from lpm to late
next Saturday, July 12, to cele-
brate the 40th anniversary of Live
Aid. Bands will perform all day,
including Hot Space, a Queen
tribute act, which will close the
event. The performance is free,
people can just turn up.

From 3.30pm to 5pm, next
Saturday, July 12, there will be the
Retro School Assembly Singalong
for grown-ups. During this event

The outdoor cinema returns as part of the Bromsgrove Carnival
weekend and this year, Moana 2 and Wicked will be screened. s

at Fairfield Village Hall, pian-
ist Christa Hugo will take view-
ers back to their primary school
days via a host of well-known
anthems, including ‘Give Me Oil
in My Lamp’, ‘Lord of the Dance’,
‘He’s Got the Whole World in His
Hands and more. Visit christa-
hugopianist.co.uk for tickets and
more information.

Theatre

The renowned popular thea-
tre group Oddsocks Productions
bring Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream to Bromsgrove's
Avoncroft Museum on Sunday.
The doors open for this outdoor

performance of one of the Bard’s
most favourite plays at 5.30pm
and the show starts at 6.30pm.
The evening promises magical,
fast-paced, hilarious comedy.
Visit: ticketsource.co.uk for tick-
ets and oddsocks.co.uk or avon-
croft.org.uk/whats-on for more
information.

The Sound of Music is
being brought to Artrix by the
Queensbridge Musical Theatre
Society from Tuesday to Saturday,
July 8 to 12. Performances of
this classic start at 7.30pm each
weekday evening and at 12pm
and 6pm on the Saturday. Visit
artrixbromsgrove.co.uk or call

01527 361324 for more informa-
tion and tickets.

Cinema

There will be free outdoor cin-
ema in Sanders Park next Friday,
July 11, to kick off the Bromsgrove
Carnival weekend. The children’s
film at 5pm will be Moana 2 and
the main event, at 8pm, will be
‘Wicked. Although the event is free,
people need to book tickets and
donations per vehicle are request-
ed. People are urged to bring their
chairs and blankets and drinks (no
alcoholic drinks to be brought).
There will be drinks served from
an on-site licensed bar and pop-
corn and sweets available. Visit
this story on our website to click
through to the ticket link and go
to bromsgrovecarnival.org or the
Bromsgrove Carnival Facebook
page for more details.

Other events

The Spire Project Open Day -
from 12pm to 3pm - will enable
visitors to the historic St John's
Church to find out how and why
Worcestershire’s tallest spire is
being rebuilt. There will be experts
on hand to chat about the restora-
tion and interactive ‘Side by Side’
activities. The event is free and
people can visit: stjohnsfriends.
co.uk or email: stjohns.church@
gmail.com for more information.
Alternatively, visit: facebook.com/
FriendsStJohnsBromsgrove for
more.

Visit bromsgrovefestival.
co.uk for more.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

14

s

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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ELVIS EVOLUTION & LONDON
Departing Sun 28 Sep ‘25

He is the ‘King of Rock and Roll’ whose legacy
cannot be underestimated, and now we can
experience Elvis Presley’s legendary journey for
ourselves at Elvis Evolution in London. Don’t
miss your chance to see this celebration of one
of music’s greatest icons.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (UG3 or
JG4 rating) outside London with breakfast

¢/ Admission to Elvis Evolution

¢ Free time in London for shopping &
sightseeing

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £2°9

Single Supplement £50
For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 -

Juote OSG

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Trustpilot

ABBA VOYAGE LIVE IN LONDON
Departing Sun 26 Oct 25

Have you always wanted to experience the
magic of an ABBA concert? Well now is
your chance to say Thank You for the Music!
Join us at the ABBA Arena for the incredible
ABBA Voyage; where the global pop icons
appear on stage as digital avatars brought
to life.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

v Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or
JG4 rating) with breakfast

v Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena
with coach transfers (dancefloor, standing)

¢ Free time in London for shopping &
sightseeing

Upgrade to a seated ticket for £30pp

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £249

Single Supplement £60

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

By Coach from Kidderminster, Stourport

2025 HOLIDAYS

NORTHUMBERLAND, HADRIAN’S
WALL, HOLY ISLAND & ALNWICK
CASTLE
Departing Mon 25 Aug ‘25
Explore the very best Northumberland has to
offer on this captivating break! Enjoy excursions
to the famous Roman site, Hadrian’s Wall and
the unique Holy Island of Lindisfarne, two of the
most significant and unspoilt sights in the UK.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
v Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport
¢ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Newcastle
(JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast
v Guided tour of Hadrian's Wall
v Excursions to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne,
Alnwick Castle, Hadrian’s Wall &
Chesters Fort

Optional excursion to Durham (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach on@ E449

Single Supplement £125
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Reader Travel,
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BEST COMPANY
FOR
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS

TORQUAY CRUISE & DEVON STEAM
Departing Mon 11 Aug ‘25

Enjoy the sights of the beautiful English Riviera
and the welcome of Torquay on this great-value
break that features a packed itinerary of
excursions, a delightful heritage railway journey,
a scenic cruise on the River Exe and much more!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

4 nights at the Burlington Hotel, Torquay
(JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast

Entertainment some evenings

v

v

v

v/ Heritage train journey on the
South Devon Railway

v

v

v

Cruise on the River Exe
Free time in Exmouth

Excursion to
Buckfast Abbey & Buckfast Butterfly Farm
& Dartmoor Otter Sanctuary

Optional excursion to Teignmouth (£11pp)

P SAVE £30 - Quote OSG
- Book by 18 Jul 2025

5 Days by Coach OI/L@ 5389

Single Supplement £75

Holidays terms

1hese: packages: w St to TSt 5 (aach tiookings a
ande Al

Datkages, ebe standard 1 1\»\ a.w Clicites of anport o pick up loation
gy iricur a sugplement. Please see website or ‘d” Tor full detaily

ctedt by Bandedd (each Hfidays & the
Pres are por 200800, based on I

JBook Todny ¢

H justgohols
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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ACROSS DOWN

____ suboku | CROSSWORD
&

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY
7 9 12 4
8 6 712
2 6 I 1
1 8|7
5|6 7|4 8
3|6 2
9 2 5
1 5|9 417
511 8 6
HARD

6. Propriety (7) 1. Answer (5)
7. Rush out suddenly (5) 2. Idea (6)
3. Purchase (3)
9. Call for (5) 4. slang (6)
10. Refined (7) 5. Expressionlessly (7)
12. Mix together (1) 8. Aregion’s weather (7)
11. Abundant (7)
5. Inelligeraedr) 13. Likeness in certain
18. Flagrant (7) respects (7)
19. Perfect (5) 15. Vent (6)
16. Severe trial (6)
21 Cangiris) 17. Match (5)
22. Qualified (7) 20. Pale (3)

6

3

8

7

b

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

<-H<30=-23>7V-2>r X[0]
D= PpP2=2=<r>pITO
PITOoOUTUITOmMS>PmMCc>»POP>S
- OP>PIT=—=J3>p2Z2p>p=>0OM
mm=0Zr mo--rs2>»:3c<
VEITOVZO=2=rm=>=2m
<P>PITVPMOICOOMIEW 2
oOomr>»>r3I>»0=-0MU-mMm3
Cr>omroo0I2m-=I

OIPOMV=2020mMmIOM

= Z20P>-=-0P>P-M<O0-H0”-H
rEmaImZ2=JII-<J30OMO
coOZOoOOPZMMWVWOC20 -

Musical films
SwW

ProZmsES=-I=-~297000mT
S<<NVOCICO<=-D>D=-00C=

Solutions opposite

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with

a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Wear out
Dismiss an employee
Travel charge
Ranch
Heat up

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least

one 9-letter word to be found.

N

TIME

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

739163  gives a bird;
9446789 gives a second bird;
215587  gives a young bird.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

WARP

M
C

A

How you rate
15 words: average
20 words: good

25 words: very good

30 or more: excellent.

CODEWORD

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.

i i
i
23 |24
-

2

i Y
|

il

7 |2 |24 |22 |17 |2
N
70 7 2

i il e

N<XS<gZ-HunWIOTORErX-—=IOTMMUANA®>
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ACROSS

See 12 Down

The coypu or its fur (6)

Score of one over par for a hole in golf (5)
Zodiac sign ‘The Fishes' (6)

10 French Protestant (8)

© o ~

13 Country of south-east Asia, capital Bangkok (8)

15 Large prawns (6)

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS
a B

°[0BD G '1n0ID £7 ‘esownip 1Z BNy 07 ‘uipeay 61 A7 £| ‘Aefuidog 91 ‘uaj|y y1
‘ay) 7| ‘utein | | ‘pisde) 9 513 G ‘wsijibing 10320 € 3pouy  ‘snypdeg | INMOQ
“Buiypied 87 !yejoo1 £7 ‘o Bog 9z uabay p ‘euibuip 7z ‘waod auol 0Z 2|quwy 81
‘idweds G| ‘puejiey) €1 Jouanbny | 's3dsd 6 ‘Aabog g ‘e £ 4o pejleg | :SSOYIV

piomssox) abpajmouy [eiauan

uep 07 jjeL £1 ‘[eapi0 91 1opn0 G Abojeuy €1 ‘Buiwaa) | | ‘arewn|) g :Apjuelg §
‘uobier  !Ang ¢ ‘uonoy z ‘Aiday | :umoq -ajqede) zz ‘9aiby |z |eap| 6| ueie|g g1
‘uojewioju| | ‘djbuiuuiau z| Juebd|3 g ‘wiey) 6 ‘Ajjes £ ‘wniodaq 9 :ssony

A0MSSO.
18 See 5 Down P D
20 Orchestral composition illustrating a poetic Htey) joams feidsie ‘suiddog 431S10HdN
Kiep ‘stieq ui uedpawy uy ‘suer Ayweje) ‘jeiy ewwely ‘apyjoq 18Ul
idea (4,4) 10120Q ‘uley ayp ul ,uibuis 1aIege) ‘sv|qeIRSI\ S8 ‘puet e el IN
22 Richmond is the capital of this state of the ‘a6noy unojy ‘auojeyy Asbng ‘uobiem 1noA 1uteg IsnA Jo punos
3y ‘Ki0)S BPIS 1S9 ‘SIBY301g UDAIS 10} SBPLIG UBASS 'jRWOYRPO AYVINHON3E
—— sopuyRq  [30yMpIog
24 One who governs during the illness, etc., of a =97 'N=z '0=17
sovereign (6) 1=€7 '7=72 9=17 4=07 1=61 =81 I=L|
'H=91 '5=G1 4=v1 I=€1 'A=tl 'G=11 'N=01 ‘diep ‘wiep
26 & 14Down  Morasses east of the Shannon, =6 =8 V=1 '0=9'3=5 ‘M= ‘N=E 4=2 A=1 ey "arey fugg ‘S oun
Republic of Ireland (3,2,5) piomapo) lappe]
27  Fibrous pod used as a sponge (6)
28 A former British coin (8) S|h|6lc|Z|8[E|9]Y 9[8|6|v L/ }[S]c|€E
¥|€]2]9|/6]|S9]|}1|8|C L|v|2|6[S|€|8|}]9
DOWN 2|8l9|t|e|v|G|6|L Llelsloisielsl6]p
1 God of wine (7) 6 Small active plant pest (6) 19 See 12 Down L|G|V]|€]9/2|8|L|6 Sle|v|1|6|9]€|L|8
i iti . €16/2|S(8[£]|9|¥]|} 86| H|€ ¥ [L]|2|9]S
2 EIectrodeatAwhtch positive current 11 Comin general (5) 20 Marine reptile (5 s slvl i T6lzle s A RRDEGERNE
enters a device (5) 12,1 Across, 19 Down & 25 Down Poem by " s
3 The dwarf leopard (6) Oscar Wilde (L6274 21 Shrubby plant or tree with ‘flowers’ of 6lclel8|v|L]|L]|S]9 6|L(8]L|e|v|9|G|e
4 Art of boxing (8) Rl VIR Dbl small, fluffy, yellow balls (6) L19|G|6(2|C|V|}|8 clL|els|9|6|V|8|!L
: 14 See 26 Across e
5&18Across  Novelist famous for The o N 8V | 1]2]|S5]|9]6|C|€ y|S19]c|}t|8]|6|€|L
Mask of Dimitrios, Journey Into Fear, 16 Afop or coxcomb (8) 23 Thin, fluid mortar for filling joints (5) piey fse3
etc (4,6) 17 Monetary unit of Bulgaria (3) 25 See 12 Down nyjopng
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
[ ==

PUBLIC NOTICE - LICENSING ACT 2003
APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES
LICENCE OR CLUB PREMISES
CERTIFICATE TO BE GRANTED UNDER
THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Name of applicant/club:

Pizza Bae Worcestershire Ltd

Postal address of premises/club premises or

description

88 New Road, Kidderminster,

Worcestershire DY 10 |AE

The applicant proposes to carry out the

following licensable activities or qualifying club

activities on or from the above premises/club

premises:

Late night refreshment

Everyday -15:00 - 03:00

Representations by interested parties or

responsible authorities should be made in

writing to Worcestershire Regulatory Services,

Wyre Forest House, Finepoint Way,

Kidderminster, DY | | 7WF or

enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk by:

16.07.2025

The record of the application is available for

inspection by appointment.

Please call us on 01905 822799 for an

IT IS AN OFFENCE, LIABLE ON
CONVICTION TO AN UNLIMITED FINE,
UNDER SECTION 158 OF THE LICENSING
ACT 2003 TO KNOWINGLY OR RECKLESSLY
MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT IN, OR IN
CONNECTION WITH, AN APPLICATION

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

BROWN  extending
ladders. 5 wooden
treads which then

extends to  10.
Suitable as  loft
ladders. £15 cash

on collection 01527
542895

BOXED set of 6
Commemorative
Coins, copper gold

plated, of Royal
Family £65 Tel:
01789 763470

CORDOBA
Meshbelly,
Chumena BBQ with
Pizza  accessories.
Still in box, never
used, £40 ono. Tel:
01527 52136

MUSICAL  Carousel

MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS

— E——

SEVEN Assorted [ METALCRAFT
Mugs, £1.50. Buyer Master Punch
to collect. Tel: 01527 |/ Shear tool
521363 SMCOI15X.  £250.

SKIN Care Gift set (4) | k07579 764027
£2. Tel: 01527 521363 SAGI})DLEI - Sll};;meﬂe

CROWN Denby Set, 4 oL,
pieces, Cream Gold, 8’7(5}7% 7651:333 Tel;
good condition. £20. | ———————
Bargain. Tel: 0121 WOLSELEY 6 /
445 51154 90  Factory Issue

_————— . ——— Manual, Ring

METALCRAFT Binder Type. £25.
g‘as‘;?r RW&};'"ﬁ_ /| _Tel: 07974 822880

cucas OUINg [ FOR  Sale  Plasti
Tool SMC016. £350. | - goo g FEEE
Tel: 07579 764027 Renault  Kangoo

19 CDs sealed Van, unused boxe.
for sale. Tel 0788 Bargain. £25. Tel:
2124182 07967401319

WANTED

[y

Biscuit Tea £1.50 -
Buyer to collect. Tel:
01527 521363

TWO boxes Christmas
decs for tree, 14 in
each box. New £4
each or 2 for £7.
Buyer to collect. Tel:
01527 521363

SEVEN Assorted
Mugs, £1.50. Buyer
to collect. Tel: 01527
521363

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

The Standard, Friday July 4, 2025

Classified

Telephone: 01562 541500

CARPENTRY/ PLUMBING
JOINERY —
—

SB 44

Plumbing & Heating

* Gas Fires.
e Gas Cookers.

* Gas Central Heating
and Maintenance.

¢ Gas Appliance
Landlord/home

¢ Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.

O
|
AJB CARPENTRY

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
AND QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

Covering: kitchen fitting, roofs,

doors, stairs and much more to

help with your carpentry based
home improvements.

Call today for your free quote!

Call Ant on

07827 324754

Email:

Stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sb4plumbingheating.uk

n AJB Carpentry

Raise some DOUBLE GLAZING

ETHING TO

s M extra cash —_— Call me for domestic work
and make Qb 07951 485 329 B
Someone el‘?e,s TREE SURGEONS
day hy selling Experienced Glazier —
your unwanted Friendly and reliable
items Misted double glazing

Advertise them in

Observer
"Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad fo; freeads@bullivantmedia.com
P S n am e G A e G N G G —y—

1 |Free Lineage (Items upto value £500) | |Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any valug)
1 Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

All glass repairs

If your item is valued at
£500 or less — its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,

Tree & Landscape Specialists is a trusted, professional company with
a great reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

FREEQUOTATIONS ||| =i 1

s voros | et : . ’

: : for just Call Martin on Contact us today FREEPHONE: 0800 747 1704 » LAND
treeandlandscapespecialists@gmail.com

! Tel: . £5 75 inc Vat 0791 0387904 or www.treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

1 1 n

1 Details (Not for Publication): i 01 562 91 5284 mouson Google

1 Initials. Surname 1 E

I Address 1 3 PIEC /

I SUITE AN

: Postcode : brown leather,

p Tt Mobile 1 pegflcf:t R4

J Email 1 condition »

1 I enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £.............c...ccoe...on. 1 as new 0;,, é’/ﬁlﬁqﬁé ; e // % '

1 or alternatively i 0 /,? 7 ﬁ

I Please debit my card for £ Vi Maestro/Delta i £5 E'Sﬂﬁﬂﬁ' Wﬁ/ ’gfﬁ .

: Credit Card Number : can deliver ‘ é é / / 4

IExp: : - Start: : 1 Teleph(“‘e 4/V£ M A KA . /A

1 Sec No: (Last 3 digits) Issue No. (if 1 10234 567890 -

I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, I » i . & 4

I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisement to
1 freeads@bullivantmedia.com 1

R o e R s s

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)
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Skoda to take top awards

SKODA has dominated the 2025 Auto
Express New Car Awards by claiming
four category wins along with the cov-
eted Car of the Year award.

The new Elroq took top honours by winning
both its sector and the overall title.

The brand’s latest all-electric SUV was joined
on the winner’s podium by the Octavia, Superb
and Kodiaq.

The Elroq’s win marks the fifth time that a
Skoda model has been named Auto Express Car
of the Year.

Leading the charge was the new Elroq, which
was named Best Mid-size SUV of the Year. The
second Skoda to be built on the Volkswagen
Group MEB platform, the Elroq, impressed the
judges with its broad skill set and intelligent
design.

The Auto Express test team said: “It offers
impressive performance and all of the practical
touches that Skoda is now famous for to make it
a front-runner in the family electric car class.

“An SUV-sized car for hatchback money, the
Elroq is impressively spacious compared with

similarly priced alternatives.”

The Octavia took top honours in the competi-
tive Family Car category.

Summarising the Octavia’'s appeal, Auto
Express’s road test team said: “In some ways,
the Skoda Octavia has transformed significantly
over the years, but in the key areas where it
excels — comfort, practicality and value for
money — it hasn’t.

“Few family cars offer this much space, let
alone combined with such a comfortable driving
experience.”

The Octavia’s latest win makes it one of the
most successful models in Auto Express awards
history.

It was crowned Auto Express Car of the Year
and Family Car of the Year in 2021, while the
estate model took the honours in the Estate Car
of the Year category in 2021 and 2022.

Another Skoda adding to its already sizeable
award collection was the new Superb, which
again proved unbeatable in the Best Estate Car
category. Repeating its victory from 2024, the
Superb wowed the judges with its practicality
and unbeatable value.

The Auto Express road test panel said: “The
Superb Estate delivers on space, quality and
cleverness just as strongly as the previous model.
There have been thoughtful improvements to the
interior design and to the hybrid powertrains to
boost efficiency and lower running costs.

“It roundly covers all the bases a family car
buyer looking for something with additional
practicality could want. For those not taken with
an SUV, the Superb Estate makes for a brilliant
package.”

The new Kodiaq took a comfortable victory in
the Large SUV sector. The SUV impressed the

judges with its practicality, driving experience

and attention to detail.

The judging team said: “We're fans of the sec-
ond-generation Skoda Kodiaq because it builds
on the proven formula of the original model. It’s
spacious, efficient and features plenty of clever
touches, while the cabin has taken a step upmar-
ket when compared with the original. A cargo
volume of 2,035 litres is among the best of any
seven-seat SUV on sale.”

Auto Express Editor Paul Barker said: “It was
another fabulous year for Skoda.”
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Telephone: 01562 541500

pave's ENGINE CENTRI
PRECISION ENGINE RE-MANUFACTURERS,
PROBLEMS WITH YOUR
ENGINE?
FREE Advice and Quotes

All Car, Agricultural and
Commercial Engine Work

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Cylinder Head Re-facing
Crankshaft Regrinding
Pressure Testing
Reboring and Liner Fitting

 Engine Parts at LOW PRICES

Does your
VINTAGE VEHICLE
need work?

Tel 01527 854968 / 07730 874527
Email : sales@engine-centre.co.uk
www.engine-centre.co.uk
Studley, B80 7AP
FREE LOCAL COLLECTION
for trade Customers
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SB 4

Plumbing & Heating
* Gas Fires. * Gas Cookers.
* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
* Gas Appliance Landlord/home * Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.
Email: Stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sb4plumbingheating.uk

Call me for domestic work

=2 M0B:07951 485 329

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Harriers replace Golden Boot
winner Hemmings with Sho-Silva

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: ADAM Murray
believes ‘established number
nine’ Tobi Sho-Silva will fill
the void left by last season’s
top scorer Ashley Hemmings
at Kidderminster Harriers.

Hemmings completed a move
to National League South side
Dagenham and Redbridge for
an undisclosed fee despite ini-
tially agreeing to remain at
Aggborough for the 2025/26
campaign.

The 34-year-old scored 30
goals last season to top the
National League North goals-
coring charts and also won the
division’s player of the year
award.

Hemmings departs Harriers
after six seasons with the club

during which time he scored 94
goals in 264 appearances.

However, Harriers have acted
swiftly to replace Hemmings
with experienced striker Sho-
Silva from Maidenhead United.

The 30-year-old previous-
ly played in League Two for
Carlisle United where he scored
four goals in 21 appearances.

He managed just one goal in
18 appearances for relegated
Maidenhead in the National
League last term.

However, he has helped two
of his former clubs, Carlisle
and Sutton United, to promo-
tion.

And Harriers boss Murray
believes Sho-Silva will thrive
playing in a lower division.

Murray said: “Everybody’s
looking for centre forwards
this season, and that’s prob-
ably why it took it took a little
bit of time to bring another

number nine in because they
are sparse.

“We wanted an established
number nine. We could have
gone out and took maybe a
young guy from an academy
that hadn’t been out and been
tested, but we wanted some-
one that had been successful,
that had won promotions, that
knew what the level is about.

“It took a little bit of time
because obviously Tobi’s
played higher than this level
for a long time, so to get him to
come to drop to this level was a
big ask for him, but he bought
into the project, he wanted to
be part of what we’re looking
to do.

“We feel his attributes can
really help the group. I do feel
dropping down a level will be
able to get more goals out of
him in the way, in the style that
we play.

“But he brings a mentality of
winning, he understands what
promotion looks like, so that’s
a big factor and probably why
we went for a more established
player.

“He had offers in the league
above at the last minute, and
he turned them down to come
to us and he’s willing to relo-
cate to the area with his wife to
really buy into the project.

“All those little things go a
long way because when some-
one’s so committed to what
you're doing you know that
they want to make it a success
as well.”

ADIGUN ARRIVES

Harriers have also signed
young forward Jason Adigun
from Dagenham.

Adigun spent last season on
loan at Eastbourne Borough
where he played under current
Harriers boss Murray.

The 21-year-old scored six
goals and provided seven
assists in 25 appearances in
the National League South last
season.

Adigun can play as a striker
or out wide and came through
Charlton Athletic’s academy.

Murray said: “Jason was
someone I wanted to bring
in, he came to us on loan at
Eastbourne last season.

“If I'm being totally honest,
he totally changed our season.
He is another young one and is
an unbelievable talent in terms
of his ability, and his ability to

create and score goals.

“He is at a great age and has
a hunger to prove a point.

“There was a lot of interest in
him from the EFL and his thing
was that he didn’t want to go
into the EFL and be a squad
player — he wanted to be play-
ing and be given a platform.

“We’re giving him that oppor-
tunity. It’s really strange in
how it has happened with Ash
Hemmings going the other way,
it wasn’t planned but it has
worked well in terms of being
able to replace someone in that
position.

“Jason is at the start of his
career but he has the ability to
score and assist and he’s anoth-
er one I'm looking forward to
working with.”

BELOW: Youngster Jason

Adigun has made the move to
Aggborough. Picture courtesy
of Kidderminster Harriers FC.

—SADAN <
T=4
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www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Call Free 0800 191 0282 for a free no obligation quotation

Alternatively, call us on Tel: 01905 886 549
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No Deposits Required
All Work Guaranteed
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