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&7m council tax debt
leads to calls for help

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

WYRE Forest District Council is owed
£6.99million in unpaid council tax bills,
according to the latest figures from
the Ministry for Housing, Communities
and Local Government.

The amount of debt accrued by residents across
Kidderminster, Stouport and Bewdley forms part
of a national total now at $£6.6billion.

Charity National Debtline suggests, as council
budgets have become more stretched, local
authorities are increasingly reliant on council
tax revenue to fund essential services.

But, it believes this has also led to higher bills
overall, creating a vicious circle for many people
already struggling to pay.

Recent research from the Money Advice Trust,
which runs the National Debtline, reveals as of
March 2025, 2.2million people in England (five
per cent) were behind on their council tax bill,
suggesting many more be struggling with coun-
cil tax arrears and had not yet sought help.

National Debtline is now calling for improved
collection practices and greater investment in
council tax support schemes to prevent people
falling behind to begin with.

Steve Vaid, chief executive at Money Advice
Trust, said: “Unless changes are made at a poli-
cy level, arrears are likely to keep climbing.”

A quarter of people who call National Debtline
for advice have council tax debt, averaging
£1,958 per person, making it one of the top
three most common debts its advisers hear
about.

Mr Vlad added councils had a vital role in
helping residents with unmanageable bills to
ensure council tax was collected in a way that is
fair and affordable.

Current rules mean households can become
liable for their full annual council tax bill if they

miss one payment, which often results in a quick
escalation to bailiff action.

Last week, the Government set out proposals
to extend this period, so people had more time
to engage and seek support and the Ministry of
Justice has announced plans to consult on giv-
ing the Enforcement Conduct Board legal pow-
ers to regulate the bailiff industry.

National Debtline welcomed both these moves
after a decade of campaigning.

Council’s response

Coun David Ross, Wyre Forest District
Council’'s Cabinet member for Finance and
Capital Portfolio, said council tax had always
been a vital source of funding and, as part of
its corporate plan, the authority was committed
to ‘securing financial sustainability for services
local communities valued and was increasing
net income from its commercial activities to
reduce reliance on council tax income’.

He added the council consistently collected an
average of 97.3 per cent of the council tax owed
within the year.

He also said the debt figure included that owed
to other organisations - not just Wyre Forest
District Council - including Worcestershire
County Council, the Office of the West Mercia
Police and Crime Commissioner, Hereford and
‘Worcester Fire Authority and town and parish
councils.

The council has a debt recovery policy to
make sure council tax is collected from all those
liable to pay.

Coun Ross added: “We are committed to
balancing the need for effective council tax col-
lection with compassion and support for those
in financial difficulty. “

He added help was available for anyone strug-
gling to pay their council tax and urged people
in that situation to visit: wyreforestdc.gov.uk to
find out more.
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The parade will take place tomorrow as part of this year’s Bewdley Carnival. s

THERE will be plenty of fun for all the
family when the popular Bewdley Carnival
returns this weekend.

It all begins with a fireworks show
tonight at Bewdley Rowing Club.

And then tomorrow, there will be host

of activities, including the annual carnival
parade which will journey through the
town.

Turn to page two for all you need to
know about the event.
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Carnival is guaranteed

to get Bewd

by Lola Griffin
news@bullivantmedia.com

BEWDLEY Carnival makes
its grand return this week-
end with most of the activi-
ties tomorrow (Saturday) in
the town centre providing
entertainment, trader mar-
kets and support for local
community groups and non-
profit organisations.

Tonight (Friday) before the
anticipated carnival, there will be
a firework show, sponsored by
Light Ideas Ltd - it is due to start
at approximately 10pm, taking
place at the Bewdley Rowing Club
Riverside N, Bewdley.

The Carnival Parade

Starting at 12pm, the parade will
leave from Habberley Road, turn
right through Catchem’s End, go
along Kidderminster Road and into
the town centre.

From here the Carnival will run
until 8pm with a wide range of
activities to enjoy.

On Load Street there will be live

P

music, a food court, local and town
traders, and a fun fair.

On Severnside South there will
be the Riverside Stage with live
music and in the Jubilee Gardens,
there will be a family area with live
entertainment, traders and garden
games.

Bewdley Carnival also prides itself
on supporting non-profit organisa-
tions and this year the event is sup-
porting Friends of the Maypole, a
community group working to secure
and protect the Maypole Piece.

The Carnival has pledged £2,000
towards the Friends of the Maypole

bidding total, as well as donatin;
§2,150 to the local community.

There are multiple parking options
this year, including Blackstone, The
Bewdley School (until 4pm), Dog
Lane, Gardener’s Meadow, and
roadside parking along Stourport
Road.

Road Closures

Tomorrow - the day of the
Carnival - there will be road clo-
sures on Beale’s Corner, Habberley
Road and Kidderminster Road (from
approximately 11.45am until the

ley buzzing

parade has passed).

A spokesperson for Bewdley
Carnival said: “The event is always
a fantastic occasion that yields a
great turn-out - as well as people
who live here, we get lots of visi-
tors coming which helps the local
economy.

“It’'s a wonderful day with fun
for all the family and it really does
bring Bewdley alive and get it thriv-
ing”

This picture and the one on the
front page were from last year’s
carnival - the 2024 Bewdley
Carnival pictures were taken by
Sara Jennings, Andrey Zhukov and
Steve Scott.

For more information, check the
Bewdley Carnival Facebook group
bewdleycarnival.co.uk - the Bewdley
Carnival website.

And don’t forget to send us your
Bewdley Carnival pictures - you
can email them, along with who
is in the photographs, to: editor@
kidderminsterstandard.co.uk or by
sending them via messenger to our
Kidderminster Standard Facebook
page.

The popular Bewdley Carnival
Parade takes place tomorrow.
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News in brief

AN ECO family fun day will take
place at Stourport Community
Centre from 11am to 3pm
tomorrow (Saturday).

The event, which is being
held as part of SustFest Wyre
Forest, will feature an exciting
eco treasure hunt and other
engaging activities for children
and adults.

These include a plant sale,
the chance to speak to environ-
mental charities and the oppor-
tunity to learn how to make
gardens more wildlife friendly.

The event is free to attend
and dogs are welcome.

A HOUSE fire was put out in
Cobden Street, Kidderminster,
around 1am on Sunday.

The blaze broke out in a win-
dow box and two crews from
V\éyre Forest Fire Station attend-
e

After using water jets to put
out the fire, they used positive
pressure ventilation to clear the
smoke.

Luckily the flames did not
spread to neighbouring proper-
ties.

West Mercia Police were
informed due to the suspect-
ed suspicious nature of what
caused it.

But, the force said, no evi-
dence was found to indicate the
fire was started deliberately.

ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL

FOOT CARE

own home.
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Pupils got creative with ‘crazy hair’ in return for a donation. s

It was a real hair-raising experience

Special offers for
Two or more

people. ;
Free consultation f

Call for any queries
07568 443 963

A WOLVERLEY school has raised more than
£600 for Simply Limitless, a wellbeing charity
based in Kidderminster.

The charity day was the first to be led by
the Heathfield Knoll School’s Pupil Parliament
and was a huge success.

A variety of activities took place on the day,
including pupils having ‘crazy hair’ in return
for a small donation.

The children also enjoyed breaktime stalls
on the playground which sold tuck treats and
handmade bracelets.

At lunchtime, the pupils were given the
chance to ‘soak the teacher’, which was a
particularly popular activity.

The school wants to say a huge thank you
to the staff who allowed themselves to be
pummelled with wet sponges.

The day culminated in movie night at the
‘school cinema’.

A Heathfield Knoll School spokesperson
said: “It was a lovely way to end such a posi-
tive day for our school community.”

Simply Limitless, which helps people of
all ages with both their physical and mental
health, was thrilled to find out about the
fundraising and all support received will help
pay for the vital work the charity does for the
community of Wyre Forest.

The charity would love to hear from other
people or groups interested in fundraising
for it.

Email: laura.wisdom@simply-limitless.org
or info@simply-limitless.org or call 01562
751144.

For all the latest information on Planning

Proposals, Traffic Notices, Goods Vehicle 3
Operator Licences, Licences To Sell Alcohol and
Probate Notices check out our Classified Section

.
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New centre to
transform lives

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.
com

A FORMER residen-
tial care home in
Kidderminster has been
transformed into a cen-
tre for supporting peo-
ple with learning dis-
abilities and complex
needs.

Foley House has been
taken over by Salutem Care
and Education and will help
adults facing these challenges
to live fulfilling, independent
lives within their community.

The premises, previously
also operated by Salutem
when it was a care home,
was originally closed as part
of Worcestershire County
Council’s wider strategy to
increase opportunities for
individuals to live in their
own homes with tailored sup-
port.

The people who previously
lived at Foley were success-
fully supported to move into
a purpose-built supported liv-
ing environment nearby.

Following its closure, Foley
House was sold to Warwick
Investments, which has since
completed an extensive refur-
bishment project.

The redesigned property
now features five accessible
bedrooms, each with en-suite
facilities, along with spacious
communal areas, a land-
scaped garden, and a dedi-
cated parking area.

The service is commis-
sioned by Worcestershire
County Council, with Inclusion
Housing as the landlord and
Warwick Investments as the
developer.

Salutem will provide on-site
support to enable the new
tenants to live as independ-
ently as possible in a safe and
enabling environment.

Three people have already
been identified to move in,
with assessments ongoing to

find people who would ben-
efit from the remaining two
spaces.

It is anticipated that ten-
ants will begin moving into
their new home later this
month.

Sally Jobling, divisional
director for Supported Living
at Salutem, said: “We are
delighted to be returning to
Foley House in a new capac-
ity, supporting people to
live more independently in
a beautiful and thoughtfully
redeveloped setting.

“We are proud to work
alongside = Worcestershire
County Council, Inclusion
and Warwick Investments to
deliver modern housing solu-
tions that reflect the indi-
vidual needs and aspirations
of the people we support.”

Alexsandra Smith, opera-
tions manager at Inclusion
Housing, said: “This develop-

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

ment is another great exam-
ple of partnership working
between our organisations to
deliver great quality accom-
modation, we look forward to
welcoming our new tenants
to their home.”

The reopening of Foley
House follows the success-
ful launch of Columbia, a
new supported living serv-
ice in Lower Wick in
‘Worcestershire, which
opened last year. Columbia
supports four young adults
and is located close to
Salutem’s existing Primrose
and Henwick services.

Foley House, a former
residential care home

in Kidderminster, has
been transformed and
will now be used to sup-
port people with learning
difficulties and complex
needs. s
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QUICK RESPONSE: FIREFIGHTERS from Wyre
Forests Station put out a potentially devastat-
ing blaze at Kidderminster’'s Brinton Park on
Saturday morning (pictured).

It is believed to have been caused by a dis-
carded cigarette.

Wyre Forest District Council has thanked the
firefighters for their prompt response.

In a statement it said: “A huge thank you to
our local fire service for their swift response this
morning to a fire at Brinton Park.

“Thankfully, the fire was brought under control
quickly thanks to their incredible work.”

The council warned fires and barbecues were
not permitted in any of its parks or nature
reserves.

And it added: “Cigarettes must be fully extin-
guished and placed in a bin, not dropped on
the ground.

“Not only is this littering, but it can easily cause
dangerous fires, especially in dry hot weather.

“Let's all do our part to protect our green
spaces.”

Kidderminster United under nines won the Worcester Raiders’ tournament. s

Trophy rounds off a great season

THIS was the moment that Kidderminster
United under nines won its latest compe-
tition over the weekend.

Having already won their league, the
team entered the Worcester Raiders’
tournament on Saturday.

It was the team’s first pre-season tour-
nament and they only conceded one
goal in the contest, going on to take the
title, winning 1-0 in the final.

The club said: “We are proud of each
and everyone of these boys.”

KIDDERMINSTER
ROOFING SERVICES

* Roof Repairs * New roof installations
* Flat roofs * Lead work

Kidderminster Roofing Services

We believe we are Kidderminster's leading
roofing company.

Our family run roofing team have been
providing roofing solutions for over 10 years
to both residential and
commercial customers in
Kidderminster, Bewdley,
Stourport on Severn,
Worcester and all
surrounding areas.

Call us for a competitive quotation with no obligation 01562 227105
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Next year will celebrate the 60th anniversary of the formal link-up between
Kidderminster and twin town Husum in northern Germany. s

Twinning visit was real highlight

THANK you to

the Kidderminster
Standard for the
opportunity to pub-
lish a monthly col-
umn.

This June, the
lady Mayoress and
| have had the great
honour and pleasure of
joining with the Twinning
Association on their visit
to Kidderminster’s twin
town — Husum, which
is a beautiful fishing
and former shipbuild-
ing port located in North
Friesland, on the North
Sea in Germany.

The weekend of our
visit was their ‘Ringrinder
Festival’, where horse
riders in ceremonial
dress parade through
the streets of the town,
before competing to find
the most accomplished
rider who is recognised

9 .
Mayor’s Diary
Kidderminster Mayor Doug
Hines writes for The Standard

community level
between communi-
ties that were driven
apart by war and
hatred.

Next year is

as the ‘King’

Also visiting during
the weekend was a del-
egation from another of
Husum’s twin towns —
Trzcianka near Poznan
in Poland. Husum takes
their twinning, or ‘town
partnership’ programme,
seriously, and has five
partner towns.

Listening to the
speeches at the civic
reception, it became
clear to me how impor-
tant the town twinning
movement was, and is, in
building and maintaining
friendships, peace and
understanding between
people at a personal and

the 60th anniver-
sary of the formal
Kidderminster-Husum
Twinning Association
(although links between
our two towns go back to
the 1950s).

One way we will cel-
ebrate next year is with a
civic visit from Husum to
Kidderminster.

Kidderminster Town
Council and the Twinning
Association will be look-
ing forward to ensuring
that their visit is as enjoy-
able and enriching as our
2025 visit has been.

Coun Doug Hines,
Mayor of
Kidderminster
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Mayor sets out
dates for key
charity events

by Jeanna Karcz

THE MAYOR OF Bewdley,
Coun Nicole Harper, has
announced the dates for
a series of events to sup-
port her chosen charities.

There are a variety of
activities to generate cash
for three good causes — the
William Mills Foundation,
Emily Jordan Foundation and
Rob Poysor Fund for Cardiac
Risk in the Young (CRY).

The William Mills
Foundation, formed in 2018,
supports young people across
‘Worcestershire, focused on
positively influencing their
lives and breaking down bar-
riers which prevent them
from reaching their poten-
tial.

The Emily Jordan
Foundation runs projects,
teaching people with learning
disabilities practical work-
based skills with an aim of

helping them find and remain
in employment.

The Rob Poysor Fund for
Cardiac Risk in the Young

The Mayor of Bewdley,
Coun Nicole Harper, has
announced a series of
events for her chosen
charities. s

(CRY) aims to reduce the
frequency of young cardiac
deaths through supporting
CRY'’s screening programme
within local communities.

The first event organised
will be a quiz night at 7pm on
September 26 at St George’s
Hall.

Then, on February 14
next year, there will be a
Valentine’s Day dinner at the
Pines Golf Club at 7pm.

On March 13 next year, a
fashion show will be held at
St George’s Hall at 7pm.

And at 2pm on April 25,
a concert will be held at St
Anne’s Church.

Visit bewdleytowncouncil.
gov.uk for more information
on the events and the may-
or’s latest activities.

Tell us your news. Send an email to
editor@kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR
BRAND NEW MENU
£1 discount per head if

paying cash for
2 courses
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NEW SUMMER DEALS
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MAGIC MONDAY
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FISH AND CHIPS
FRIDAY
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CARVERY
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£11

Chaddesley Corbett, Near Kidderminster DY10 40N
Tel 01562 777247
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A Giles Family Carvery
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Traditional pub menu also available
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CALL THE MIDWIFE LOCATIONS

Pedal back in time for this Call the Midwife
backstage tour at Chatham Dockyard, where
our very own midwife will lead us through
the recognisable cobbled streets where many
memorable scenes, starring Miranda Hart and

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (JG3 rating) with breakfast
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TORQUAY WEEKEND
Departing Fri 5 Sep ‘25
Take in a weekend of picturesque south-west
scenery in Torquay, where the gorgeous sea
views and beaches make it the perfect place to
escape for a few days of rest and relaxation. We
include excursions to the inspiring destinations
of Dawlish and Teignmouth.
Your break includes
¢/ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport
¢ 3 nights at the Burlington Hotel, Torquay
(JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast
¢ Entertainment every evening
¢/ Excursion to Dawlish & Teignmouth

Optional excursion to Dartmouth (£11pp)

4 Days by Coach on@ £249
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to save

THE FRIENDS of Maypole Piece
have provided an update on the
campaign to save the historic green
space in Wribbenhall which has been
put up for sale.

The land has been at the centre of the
community for generations but there are
fears - depending on who buys it - that it
could be developed

People of all ages have fond memories of
the area - from the bonfire to celebrate the
end of the Second World War and Major
‘Webb riding his horse there on a Sunday
to fetes and football matches on the hill. It
also provides habitats for a wealth of local
wildlife.

The Friends of the Maypole group wants
to buy the land and place it in public trust
ownership so it can be enjoyed by genera-
tions of people in Wribbenhall, Bewdley and
the wider area for many years to come.

As part of the campaign, representatives
of the Friends of Maypole Piece were able
to speak at a Bewdley Town Council meet-
ing on June 9 to ask for formal support
and calling on the authority to give serious
consideration to designating Maypole Piece
as an official Green Space to preserve it for
future generations.

Campaign latest

The Friends group has been informed
that no decision has yet been made on Lot 1
(which contains the Maypole).

The group has been told it is seen as a
credible group.

A spokesperson for the Friends of Maypole
Piece said: “It is thanks to you all, we have

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Stepping up campaign
Mayple Piece
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Members of the Friends of the Maypole group outside Bewdley Town Council
where they addressed councillors at a meeting. s

shown we have huge support and can raise
funds quickly, and in significant amounts.

“We remain hopeful that we can buy the
Maypole element of Lot 1 and have asked
the agent to speak to those who have made
an offer on the lot, explain our vision and
willingness to work together.”

The charity application is nearly ready for
submission - the current timescale for the
process is 28 days to six weeks.

Once the group has its charity number,
it will have access to apply for a significant
amount of funds.

Can you help?

The group still needs pledges from people
and will be putting more about that on its

Facebook page.

It also wants to be able to supply as much
detail and interesting facts about the wildlife,
flora and fauna on the Maypole and why it
needs protecting.

Anyone with knowledge on the wildlife,
flora and forna is urged to email: friend-
softhemaypole@gmail.com by the end of
today (Friday, June 27).

This will help the group with its submis-
sion to the Charity Commission.

A Friends spokesperson added: “Thanks as
always for your amazing support we simply
could not do this without you.”

Visit: friendsofthemaypole.co.uk or the
‘Friends of the Maypole’ Facebook page for
more information and the latest updates.
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POLICE have launched an investigation
after a woman fell into the River Severn
between Trimpley and Arley last Friday.

Officers from West Mercia Police are
appealing for two ‘good Samaritans’ who
helped her to get in touch with them.

The time of the incident is unknown but
it is believed a couple who were walking
along the river path helped her out of the
water.

The woman suffered facial injuries and
the pair may be vital witness in helping
ascertain how her injuries were sustained.

PC Annabel Bloomer from Wyre Forest
Police said: “We’d like to hear from the
couple who helped her, or anyone else
who may have been in the area at the time
and witnessed the incident.”

She urged anyone with information to
email her at: Annabel.bloomer@westmer-
cia.police.uk or call her on 07773 043041.

FIREFIGHTERS extinguished a blaze
on a railway embankment in Bewdley just
before 6pm on Saturday.

The fire involved around 50m by 50m
of grass and shrubland and was extin-
guished with water jets.

There were no casualties and no other
emergency services needed.

A BAG was stolen from a car while it
was parked on Weavers Wharf Car Park in
Kidderminster.

The theft occurred around 1pm on
Monday when two men approached a
woman at her car.

They distracted her and then took her
bag - which was white and triangular
shaped - from the vehicle.

The two men were of medium build and
in their late 40s.

One was wearing a green gilet and a
cap. Officers from Wyre Forest Police
want witnesses or anyone with information
to email PC Ryan Bridgewood at: ryan.
bridgewood@westmercia.police.uk or call
him on 101.

Alternatively, call Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111.

e Memorials Stones
e Floristry

B AUNTS

of KIDDERMINSTER

THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Caring for families for over 125 years.

KIDDERMI

e Pre Paid Funeral Plans

s/

Since 1900 The Gaunt Family have been providing a first-class
Funeral Service. The multi award winning Funeral Directors have
Funeral Homes across the Black Country
and Worcestershire.

Services including:

e 24hr Professional Services

¢ Bespoke Funeral Arrangements

¢ Local Direct Cremations

e Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles
e Complimentary Bereavement Counselling

For a full non-obligational quote, please
speak to one of our Funeral Directors

in Kidderminster on 01562 541 062
or in Stourport on 01299 879 090

or email
dderminster.co.uk

1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster, DY10 1JR. T: 01562 541062
107 The Birches, Stourport on Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 INR. T: 01299 879090
E: info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk W: www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk
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Flying Scotsman’s
SVR visit a sell-out

IT’S full steam ahead for the
Flying Scotsman’s visit to the
Severn Valley Railway (SVR)
after all seats were snapped
up within three minutes of
going on sale.

The 60103, ‘Flying Scotsman’,
will trail the first service when the
SVR reopens its full line on July
25 following repairs to the dam-
age caused by a landslip at Mor
Brook bridge between Hampton
Loade and Bridgnorth stations in
Shropshire in January.

So far this year, the railway has

by Lola Griffin

only been able to operate between
Kidderminster and Hampton Loade,
with its Northern section cut off.

Jonathan ‘Gus’ Dunster, the
SVR’s managing director, said: “We
simply couldn’t have wished for a
better result than this.

“It’s amazing and a real vote of
confidence in the Severn Valley
Railway and the fact that we’ve been
able to secure ‘Flying Scotsman’ for
this very significant milestone in
our history.”

The SVR is looking into adding
on extra tickets for the ‘Flying
Scotsman’, with a potential oppor-
tunity for an on-train dining experi-
ence.

For anyone who has missed out
on the opportunity to travel on
board the ‘Flying Scotsman’, the
SVR will host their Swinging Sixties
weekend on July 26 and 27, where
it will haul three return services
each day to celebrate 60 years of
the SVR in preservation.

‘With steam and heritage locomo-
tives, live music, a Ferris wheel,
vintage cars and a real ale festival,

The Standard, Friday June 27, 2025

The 60103 ‘Flying Scotsman’ on the SVR’s Oldbury viaduct in 2016.
Picture by Alan Corfield. s

Mr Dunster said the SVR was going
to celebrate in true style.
Visit the website at svr.co.uk for

full information on the timetable
and tickets for the Swinging Sixties
weekend.

CITIZEN’S Advice Wyre Forest
is happy to be link up with the
Kidderminster Standard and
we look forward to using this
opportunity to keep people up
to date with what we are doing
and how we’re helping people.
Citizens Advice Wyre Forest
is a local, independent advice
charity providing impartial infor-
mation, support and advice for
anyone who needs it and we
are proud to support our local
community through life’s many
challenges. Whether someone
is facing debt, housing prob-
lems, benefit issues or concerns
at work, our dedicated team of

citizens R
E1e\Y/ (-3 Forest

staff and volunteers is here to
help free of charge, confiden-
tially and without judgment.
We believe everyone should
have access to advice they can
trust. That's why we work tire-
lessly to ensure people across
the Wyre Forest district can

access support and advice
helping them to find a way for-
ward. From helping someone
claim the benefits they are enti-
tled to or challenging homeless-
ness we offer a wide range of
services tailored to local needs.
In the past year alone,
Citizens Advice Wyre Forest has
supported more than 5,000 cli-
ents across the district, dealing
with more than 11,000 issues.
The most common concerns
locally being around benefits,
tax credits, Universal Credit,
debt management, charitable
support and food banks, all
reflecting the financial strain

The CAB is here to help you through life’s many challenges

many families are still feeling.

Our support extends beyond
crisis — we use clients’ stories
anonymously to advocate and
campaign for positive change
that benefits everyone, so our
work not only improves lives,
it strengthens the wider com-
munity.

In many cases, we have been
able to help people maximise
their income, access emergen-
cy support or avoid legal action.

Last year alone, we helped
clients secure more than £2mil-
lion in income gains and write
off £641,768 in unmanageable
debt.

As a registered charity
we rely on a combination of
government funding, local
partnerships, and community
donations to keep our services
running.

Whether you need advice,
want to volunteer, or are inter-
ested in supporting us, we
would love to hear from you.

Visit citizensadvicewyreforest.
org.uk or email info@wyreforest
cab.org.uk for more information.

Alternatively, call us on 0808
278 7891 or visit the Citizen’s
Advice national website at
citizensadvice.org.uk for more
details.

Forestry England

EXP

lore

Wyre Fores

England’s largest woodland
National Nature Reserve has
something for everyone.

Whether you're looking for a peaceful place
to spot wildlife, or a family adventure,

step into the beauty of Wyre Forest.

For more information:
Ei Wyre Forest
0300 067 4935

restryengland.uk/wyre
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Virtual cycle will
support Civic Hall

A CHARITY event is being
held next weekend to raise
funds for The Civic Hall in
Stourport.

The event was the brainchild of
a group of local businesses, Wyre
Forest BNI, which has arranged
a BIG fundraiser. It will see them
cycle virtually, on the Civic stage,
from Lands End to John O Groats.

The event will start at midnight
on June 27 and run until June 28 so
the distance can be completed.

From 1lam to llpm on the
Saturday (June 28), there will also
be a free family fun day with magic,

music, face painting /glitter and a
bouncy castle. There will be food
vendors, sweet stands, donuts and
a bar.

There will be affordable table
games and stalls including ‘human
fruit machine’, palm/holistic read-
ing, air golf, silent auctions, a ‘win
every time’ tombola for adults and
children and Bulgarian dancing.

And there is a huge raffle at the
event with all proceeds for the day
going towards refilling the pot.

The Civic Hall — a charity — is
the hub of the town and is run by
a band of volunteer trustees and
volunteer workers, along with two

employed staff who strive to put on
varied and accessible live entertain-
ment and theatre.

They ensure the venue is acces-
sible to all and extend this wel-
come by hiring the venue privately
for all events from weddings to
wakes, plus training and conferenc-
ing events for businesses large and
small.

The charity says the cost of liv-
ing is affecting everyone and, as a
result, the Civic is feeling the strain
and the financial pot is running
low.

Anyone wanting to support the
Civic Group in its endeavours to

BNi

UR CORE VALUES

Givers Gain®
luilding Relationships.
Lifelong Leaming
Traditions + Innovation
Positive Attitude
Accountability

Recognition
kL

The Land’s End to John O’Groats virtual cycle and family fun day will be
held to raise funds for The Civic Hall in Stourport. s

maintain the venue is welcome
to go along or visit https:/www. thecivicstourport.co.uk or search
gofundme.com/f/virtual-lands- for Stourport Civic Hall for more
end-to-john-ogroats-in-24-hours/ information on the venue.

to pledge cash. Go online to

Quintessential summer fete

THE HISTORIC St Mary’s Church
in Harvington Hall Lane, near
Kidderminster, will hold its annual
summer fete from 1pm to 5pm next
Saturday, July 5.

The event, which will provide
the ambiance of a quintessentially
English summer fete with activi-
ties for the entire family , is one
of many fundraisers to ensure the
historic building is maintained.

The fete will feature a variety of
games, such as a bottle tombola, a
raffle draw and numerous activities
for children, along with stalls offer-
ing cakes, plants, books, children’s
toys and general bric-a-brac.

The ‘Whisky Galore’ stall will
provide visitors with the opportu-
nity to win bottles of spirits.

Held in the church’s private
priest’s garden, visitors will be
able to enjoy scones, tea, coffee
and a variety of soft drinks from
the lawn. Burgers and hot dogs will
also be available from the barbecue
and there will be a brass band to
entertain attendees.

The entry fee is just £1 for adults
and 50p for children under the age
of 11. Dogs are unable to attend.

For more information, email
stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk
or call 01562 777319.

U\ StIay’s
gt Hanvinglor

There will be plenty of traditional fun for all the
family at the St Mary’s Church summer fete next

Saturday. Picture by Mike Jones. s

Audi estate is stolen

A GREY Audi Quattro
A4 Estate was stolen
from Kidderminster
without keys around
3pm last Friday.

The car, which had
the partial registra-
tion ‘GV*9 HSX’ was
taken from a driveway
in Hurcott Rise, off
Albrighton Drive.

The suspects were
seen arriving in an
Audi convertible regis-
tration ending ‘FBW’.
Two men were seen

getting out of this
vehicle and then pro-
ceeded to steal the
Audi A4.

They wore shorts,
hoodies and balacla-
vas.

Anyone with CCTV
footage that could
assist with police
enquiries should call
the Kidderminster
Safer Neighbourhood
Team on 101 or
Crimestoppers on 0800
555 111.

@ The Will Partners

Over 30 years' experience in
the Will writing business

Wills, Trusts & Power
of Attorney

OR

Free review of your
existing Will
e Protect your home and

everything that you have worked
hard for...

e Friendly and experienced local
people
® Free Home Visit

Call us Today

01527 877313

Email: hello@thewillpartners.co.uk

www.thewillpartners.co.uk
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Volunteers
needed for
Speed Watc

by Lola Griffin

BEWDLEY Town Council
is in the process of reintro-
ducing a Community Speed
‘Watch (CSW) programme but
is in need of more volunteers
for the scheme.

The CSW is aimed at encourag-
ing motorists to drive at a safe and
appropriate speed and prevent driv-
ers travelling too fast in the town’s
hotsports.

The group will also strive to re-
educate drivers about the dangers
of speeding and address concerns
from local residents regarding cars
speeding through their neighbor-
hood.

From April to November 2024,
Bewdley Town Council members
co-ordinated a group of volunteers,
vetted by police and trained to
engage in the Community Speed
Watch.

The project was set up with the
help of West Mercia Police and now
more people are needed.

Anyone able to dedicate a cou-
ple hours a week should contact
Bewdley Town Council at 01299
400157, by email at email@bewd-
leytowncouncil.org or by complet-

COMMUNITY
SPEED WATCH

Could you be part of the Bewdley
Community Speed Watch? s

ing an application form which can
be collected from the town council
office at 6 Load Street.

The council also has ‘20 is plenty’
wheelie bin stickers available at
their office for collection.

These are also aimed at encourag-
ing drivers to think about the speed
they are travelling at.

Anyone wanting one should visit
the town council offices between
10am and 3pm, Monday to Friday.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Swim
=, England J
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(A RIGHT: Holy
Trinity School
students

Sam Persich,
Jorja Wright,
Charlotte
Rayner-Hall
and Lottie
Bates, all
aged 12. s

BELOW: The
students after
their swim. s

TALENTED Year Six swimmers
from Holy Trinity School and
Sixth Form in Kidderminster
made their mark at the
esteemed ESSA Primary School
National Finals held at Ponds
Forge in Sheffield.

Of the astounding 72 schools
competing in the National
Finals, Holy Trinity School
students Sam Persich, Jorja
Wright, Charlotte Rayner-

Hall and Lottie Bates took an
impressive 14th place in their
category, as well as acquir-

ing the renowned President’s
Trophy 2025. This is presented
to the fastest state school in
the 4x25 freestyle relay in the
medium school category.

The school said these incred-
ible achievements were a testa-
ment to the determination and

hard work of these striving ath-
letes, as well as their admirable
perseverance.

The students’ swimming
teacher, Paula Crocker, said: “I
am immensely proud of Sam,
Jorja, Charlotte, and Lottie who
represented Holy Trinity School

with outstanding dedication and
sportsmanship. Every member
of the team gave their all, and
I am extremely proud of what
they have accomplished.

“Their success is a true reflec-
tion of teamwork and determi-
nation. I could not be prouder.”

<A
kderminsterstand

|
ard.co.uk
| - y !
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New group
aims to offer
vital support
to others

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A WOMAN who lost her leg is
setting up a support group for
fellow amputees after finding
there was not much help across
Worcestershire for people in a
similar position to her.

It began when Kate Andrews, a
Type 1 diabetic from Bromsgrove,
was on holiday in Gran Canaria and
had a blister on her foot.

Within 24 hours it had become
bright red and, as she was due to
return to the UK, she flew home.

Gangrene set in and she had to
have her leg amputated below the
knee.

She told the Standard: “Within
two months, I had to change my
life completely - I Iost my car as I
could not drive and that meant I
lost my job.

“I worked in care, helping young
people with challenging behaviour,
autism and special needs.

“It was the best job in the world.”

She needed to make big changes
to her life and it was then she real-
ised there really was no help across
the county.

The group she is setting up will
meet from Ipm to 3pm on the
first Friday of the month at the
Golden Cross Hotel (Wetherspoons)
in Bromsgrove High Street and
be a welcoming space where
Worcestershire’s amputees can
connect, share and support one
another. I‘he first meeting is next
Friday, July

She said: The staff at the hospital
were great and did all they could for
me but they are nurses at the end
of the day and not specialists in the
kind of care amputees need.”

She has been well-supported by
her husband Tony and her son but
said there would be others who had
no-one to turn to.

Kate has since become a Befriender
with Age UK Bromsgrove, Redditch
and Wyre Forest (BRWF) which
sees her call elderly residents and
visit them to help combat loneli-
ness.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

She also wants to raise awareness
of foot health.

She said: “People do not check
their feet enough - I didn’t before
this.

“It is especially important for
those with underlying conditions,
like diabetes, but this could happen
to anyone.”

Kate hopes to bring about fur-
ther real change for amputees in
Worcestershire so there is more
help for them.

And her calls are backed by Wyre
Forest District Councillor Fran
Oborski who, herself an amputee,
agrees there is not much help for
amputees in Worcetershire.

She said: “There is some initial
support but after that that, you are
left to your own devices.”

She added, being a councillor,
she was in a fortunate position as
she knew who to contact for items,
such as disabilities facilities grants
for home modifications, wet rooms

Kate Andrews
is launching
a group for
amputees after
finding a lack of
help in the coun-
ty. Picture by
Marcus Mingins
2625012MMR

and specialist equipment.

“With the trauma of an amputa-
tion, you are not in the best frame
of mind and need some help - at
least in the first few weeks.

“There needs to be more collabo-
ration - at least a list detailing who
amputees can contact for what.”

Anyone wanting to find out more
about the amputee group can email
Kate at: kate16372@gmail.com or
call her on 07841 679465.

(et
:-&l‘u.u L 3
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By Appointment to His Majesty King Charles III

Medallists

Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd

Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
We Buy Medals, Coins, Jewellery, Gold and Silver

Bromsgrove

Experts available Monday to Friday,
Saturday drop off service until 12.00pm.

Home visits for large collections available on request.
collectors@worcmedals.com

01527 835375 07889757199
124 High Street, Bromsgrove. B61 8HJ
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At St Catherine’s CofE Primary School, officers met The Young
Leaders Group to discuss ideas for making parking safer. s

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
. )

Police patrols have been carried

out in numerous areas. s

At Foley Park Primary School, officers spoke about their roles. s

The Standard, Friday June 27, 2025

Focusing on community policing

OFFICERS from Wyre Forest
Police have been out and about
engaging with the community as
part of Neighbourhood Policing
Week which began on Monday.
Foot patrols were carried out
in several areas, including Burlish
Top, Birchen Coppice, and Brinton
Park, ensuring visibility and provid-
ing reassurance to local residents.
Members of the public and com-
munity were also welcomed to
a police drop-in surgery held at
Starbucks where several concerns
were raised and advice and reassur-

ance was provided. Officers con-
tacted relevant partner agencies to
help address and prevent the issues
brought to their attention.

As part of their continued out-
reach, two police officers visited
Foley Park Primary School in
Kidderminster, where they spoke to
year six students about their roles
in Neighbourhood Policing.

They also gave helpful advice on
the safe and legal use of e-scoot-
ers.

The force said: “A big thank you
to the students and staff for the

warm welcome - we were impressed
by the thoughtful and engaging
questions from the children.”

Another school visited was St
Catherine’s CofE Primary in
Kidderminster where officers met
with The Young Leaders Group to
discuss their latest ideas for their
safer parking project.

The pupils were praised for
their enthusiasm and coming up
with some very innovative ideas
to address irresponsible, dangerous
and illegal parking outside schools.

There was a letter drop to local

residents and the forming a high
visibility line at the end of the
school day.

Other activities included officers
seizing a badly damaged vehicle
which was found to be untaxed to
ensure roads were kept safe and
lawful and patrols were carried out
around the Offmore and Comberton
estate. There, stop searches were
conducted and two vehicles were
seized - one for having no tax and
the other because the driver had no
insurance and was driving without
a licence.

And a machete was also seized
from a property.

Neighbourhood Policing Week
runs until Sunday, June 29, and
officers will be continue to be out
and about across Kidderminster,
Stourport, Bewdley and the sur-
rounding areas.

People can raise any concerns
with officers they have about their
local area or call the Wyre Forest
Police Safer Neighbourhood Team
on 101.

TAKE A

<N

Fares:

First Class
Standard Class

Kidderminster, Worcester Shrub Hill &

Premier Dining

THE ATLANTIC COAST EXPRESS
SATURDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2025
OURNEY BY SPECIAL THROUGH TRAIN TO

THE VIBRANT SEASIDE TOWN OF NEWQUAY ON
THIS DATE ONLY

Local Joining Stations: Stourbridge Junction,
heltenham Spa

ALTERNATIVE OFF-TRAIN OPTIONS INCLUDE FREE TIME TO VISIT THE
MARITIME PORT CITY OF PLYMOUTH, A GUIDED COACH TOUR TO PORT
ISAAC* OR A VISIT TO THE SPECTACULAR PINETUM GARDENS*.

Our train will be hauled by classic class 47 diesel locomotives, reviving the days of
ummer Saturday holiday trains of the 1980’s and 1990.

290~

Adult Junior Party x4
£315 £295 £1220
£210 £190 £800
£135 £99 £536

*Please note supplementary fare applies.
Table for Two seats are available at a supplement of £60 per person in Premier Dining and First Class.

BOOKING OFFICE: 01453 835414 / 834477

Pinetum Gardens

ON BOARD FEATURES INCLUDE:
— Reserved seats aligned with the carriage windows

— A printed excursion and journey guide for everyone
— A travelling licensed buffet with refreshments, including
alcoholic and soft drinks
— The Premier Dining service includes: The Great British Breakfast,
Elevenses & Four Course Evening Dinner
— Cheerful, friendly and helpful Pathfinder Stewards!

WWW.PATHFINDERTOURS.CO.UK
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**NOW AVAILABLE*+

Refresh your kitchen 4! MONTHS

with a Simple but INTEREST FREE CRED|T

ENJOY YOUR LUXURY KITCHEN NOW - pay LATER

stunning makeover &

Subject to status, terms and
conditions apply.

Joe’s Doors can transform your kitchen by replacing
doors, panels and trims. Choose from a wide range of
kitchen styles for a cost-effective, fuss-free service that
can be completed in under two days... and best of all
you don’'t even need to empty the cupboards!

Enjoy your stunning kitchen makeover now and pay
later with our 24 months interest-free credit. Book
today for a quick, beautiful kitchen makeover.

v/ No need to empty cupboards —= = ~
v/ No mess, no fuss [

v/ Most fitted in a day ‘l

v Made to measure

AS SEENONTV « PROUDLY MADEIN THEUK « FAMILY RUN BUSINESS -

Transform your worktops with Quartzize stone overlays

Why replace your worktops when this unique quartz
overlay simply fits over your existing surface.
Here are some of the amazing benefits:

* Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

« Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.
« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.
» Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

(QUARTZIZE I « Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

*Limited pericd promofional voucher. T and C's apply.

FITS OVER YOUR FULLY FITTED
EXISTING WORKTOP NATIONWIDE
Just three simple steps to transform your existing kitchen: ok A ok ok ok k ********
JUNE BONUS
You choose from our range We'll book a date to [ e

We take some
measurements... of doors and worktops... transform your kitchen.

< ' @ CHOICE OF
| COLOURS

FREE SINK

WORTH OVER £229°

01562 610289 - joesdoors.co.uk Fsant s vouhertour Homeconstat

on the day of your Quartzize survey.

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 92.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience.
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LEFT: The
group from
the SVR
outside the
tunnels.
Pictures by
Mike Scott/

ABOVE: The Drakelow Tunnels have been transformed to
give an intriguing insight into the area’s Second World
War history. BELOW: The group was fascinated by the
visit and their tour guide’s presentation. s

Drakelow
Tunnels
Museum. s

RIGHT:
They were
shown
around by
tour guide
Julian
Small. s

MEMBERS of the Severn
Valley Railway donned
their best 1940s attire and
headed underground to see
how a Wyre Forest hill-
side had been turned into
an important Second World
War feature.

The group, which includ-
ed members young and old,
were transported back in time
inside Drakelow Tunnels in
Kidderminster by tour guide
Julian Small.

The Drakelow Tunnels make up
a former top secret underground
military complex in the hillside
beneath Kingsford Country Park.

Julian explained the employees
at the Rover factory in south
Birmingham had done to manu-
facture aircraft components dur-

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

ing the Second World War. He
also described how the factory
was transformed into a nuclear
fall-out bunker during the Cold
War.

After the guided tour, a spokes-
person for the group said: “The
1940s group enjoyed the tour
ever so much and learnt a lot
about local history, the vintage
bus looked really great outside
the tunnels and we look forward
to being able to visit again.”

Any person or group wanting to
find out more about the Drakelow
Tunnels and similar tours should
visit drakelowtunnels.co.uk or
email info@drakelowtunnels.

co.uk for further details. 80 years ago. s

How the tunnels would have looked more than

c 7 Holidays

VE DAY 80: POPPIES

AT THE TOWER OF LONDON

Departing Sat 9 Aug ‘25, Sat 23 Aug ‘25, Sat 20 Sep 25

Join us at the Tower of London to commemorate the 80*"

anniversary of the end of the Second World War with a

spectacular poppy installation. This new display represents

the sacrifice made by so many and a symbol of resilience

against overwhelming odds.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside London (JG3 or JG4
rating) with breakfast

¢/ Admission to the Tower of London & the Poppies at the
Tower installation

¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

P SAVE £10 - Quote 0OSG
- Book by 11 Jul 2025

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £159

Single Supplement £50

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 ..

are free within inclusive minutes packages ot

or visit us online at

BLACKPOOL, SOUTHPORT
& THE LAKE DISTRICT

Departing Mon 15 Sep ‘25

Enjoy a four-night stay at the ultimate seaside resort

with time to experience the vibrant fun of Blackpool. A

lively atmosphere, a Blue Flag beach, classic trams and a
Golden Mile, with cabaret acts, arcades and seaside food and
drink available at every pier.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

¢/ 4 nights at the Savoy Hotel, Blackpool (JG2 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Blackpool llluminations Drive (llluminations drive from 1* September
onwards only)

¢/ Excursions to Southport & the
Lake District (Bowness-on-Windermere)

Optional excursion to Fleetwood Market (£10pp)

5 Days by Coach am@ £319

Single Supplement £75

n justgohols

osG justgoholidays.com/OSG

3 e A

’ % - gl
.. 4 -i o,y
WEST WALES COASTLINE

TENBY & THE VALE OF RHEIDOL
RAILWAY

Departing Thu 7 Aug ‘25

The west coast of Wales is renowned for its grand hills,
dramatic coastline and purple-heather moors. On this break
we visit ancient sites of natural beauty, elegant seaside resorts
and journey through the Vale of Rheidol on a preserved
narrow-gauge railway.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

v/ 4 nights at the Ivy Bush Hotel, Carmarthen (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Entertainment some evenings

¢/ Heritage train journey on the Vale of Rheidol Railway
v/ Excursions to Aberystwyth, Tenby & Saundersfoot
Optional excursion to Cardigan & St Davids (£14pp)

P SAVE £30 - Quote OSG

- Book by 11 Jul 2025

5 Days by Coach OVL@ £469 n:x'n:;vn"gr

Single Supplement £125
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Just for Pets

Just for Pets, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG
(Next to ASDA)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Ataste of Karen cleans u

America

THERE will be live music
and Southern style food at
an American themed event
organised by the Mayor of
Stourport.

Coun John Thomas is invit-
ing the public to the bash
at Stourport Civic Hall next
Friday, July 4, which is also
American Independence
Day.

The event will feature live
music provided by Rosie
Kirby and the Civic Encore,
as well as the Southern style
food provided by Siobhan’s
Kitchen for £25 extra and
there will also be line danc-
ing.

The Mayor’s chosen chari-
ties which will benefit from
the event include Margaret
Westwood Memorial Charity
which makes grants to sup-
port the physical, educa-
tional and moral welfare of
children and young people
up to the age of 25, living in
Worcestershire.

Visit:  thecivicstourport.
co.uk for more details.

The Civic’'s box office
is open on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays
between the hours of 10am
and 2pm or call 01299
823339 to get in touch.

Email: enquiries@stour-
portcouncil.gov.uk or call
01562 732551 for more on
this event and the mayor’s
activities.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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BEM in King’s Honours

AN INSPIRATIONAL anti-
litter campaigner who runs
activities across the county
said she was ‘truly blown
away’ to receive a British
Empire Medal in the King’s
Birthday Honours for the
work she does.

KarenBlanchfield, from Stourport,
is a Keep Britain Tidy ambassa-
dor, a Wyre Forest Scout Leader
and founder of the Droitwich-based
Little Litter Warriors.

She told the Standard she was
absolutely delighted when she found
out about her award.

“A letter arrived from the Cabinet

Office stating that I had been rec-
ommended to His Majesty The King
for the honour of the BEM for
services to environmental educa-
tion and that the Prime Minister had
endorsed the award.

“I had to read it a few times and,
when the news finally sank in, I was
truly blown away and honoured.”

How it began

Karen said it all started for her
when she and her daughter Chloe
- who was ten at the time - first par-
ticipated in the Great British Spring
Clean in 2019.

Karen, as part of her work, has given presentations in schools. s

“Chloe was very concerned about
the impact of litter on animals and,
as a mother, I felt compelled to
address her anxiety positively.

“I realised that littering behav-
iours were not improving despite
clean-up efforts, so I started volun-
teering in schools and community
groups.”

Karen conducted engaging litter
workshops to show children how
people could work together to ‘love
where they lived’ and ‘look after
communities’.

“During the lockdown, I developed
an educational resource for schools
called the Little Litter Warriors pro-
gramme, which was commissioned
by Wychavon District Council for
their 63 schools.”

The programme includes litter
workshops, classroom activities,
and educational materials, focusing
on litter management and plastic
pollution, with an aim to expand the
Adopt a Street scheme.

The workshops are designed for
children to collect litter, examine
each material and observe how long
it has been in the environment.
They are also tasked with looking
into the harm it may have caused
to the wildlife and learning how to
integrate their daily waste packag-
ing materials into the circular waste
movement.

Karen said: “I have delivered
assembly presentations across
numerous schools, classroom activ-
ities and hundreds of litter work-

Anti-litter campaigner Karen
Blanchfield has received a
British Empire Medal (BEM) in
the King’s Birthday Honours
list. s

shops educating more than 24,000
children about caring for their
local environment in our wonderful
‘Worcestershire communities.

“This grassroots programme
empowers young people to become
environmental stewards in their
communities.”

Since February this year, Malvern
District Council is now on board,
enabling another 42 schools to
join the anti-litter campaign free
of charge.

Malvern Goldsmiths, 28-30

=
3)

Belle Vue Terrace, Malvern, WR14 4PZ

Quarter Jewellery (The most reasonable
jewellers in Worcester) has now been
open for 18 years, | have always
endeavoured to run the shop as jewellers
were run when | started in the jewellery
trade 59 years ago. Five years ago we
were lucky enough to acquire the lease
of 28, Belle Vue Terrace, Great Malvern a
beautifully fitted Victorian pharmacy, now
reborn as Malvern Goldsmiths

We have a large range of new, antique
and second hand jewellery in both shops.

Having had factories in both Birmingham
Jewellery Quarter and Asia, we are able to
make diamond rings, pendants and
earrings, all of them priced to be able
to beat “High Street multiples”
and internet sellers.

We value for Insurance, probate and
sale between parties.

We are always happy to offer for your
unwanted jewellery etc, this service is
free, If you have a jewellery problem,
we are happy to advise without
any obligation.

Quarter Jewellery, 27 The Shambles,

Worcester, WR1 2RA
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Changes in
structure
should help
boost SEND
services for
youngsters

WORCESTERSHIRE  County
Council is implementing a
new structure for its Special
Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND) Services,
designed to improve the experi-
ence of children, young people
and their families as they navi-
gate the Education, Health and
Care (EHC) process.

Recent feedback from parent car-
ers has highlighted several areas
where change was needed.

Common concerns include dif-
ficulties contacting casework offic-
ers — EHC Needs Assessments and
Annual Reviews not being completed

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

quickly enough and concerns about
the overall quality of Education,
Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) not
being good enough.

‘Improving access’

In response, the council is mak-
ing several structural changes,
aimed at delivering more timely,
accessible, and effective support.
These changes are not about cutting
costs — they are focused on service
improvement.

Key changes include an increase

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

-
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The Council has been making changes throughout June and July, with the new structure fully in

place from September 1 2025.

in staff recruited, with four addi-
tional EHCP co-ordinators, one
team manager, one senior EHCP
co-ordinator, two initial screening
and contact officers (ISCOs) and a
second complaints officer.

The creation of new Pre-14 and
Post-14 teams in different areas of
the county — so children and young
people will be allocated to a team
and EHCP co-ordinator based on
how old they are and where they
live.

This means EHCP co-ordinators
can focus on the specific needs of
these educational phases and make
sure EHCPs, and Annual Reviews
include the right support for that
stage of life.

The introduction of a Postcode
Finder Tool, helping families iden-
tify their allocated team. Each team
will have its own phone number
and email address to make contact

easier, even when individual EHCP
Co-ordinators are unavailable.

Casework officers are now going
to be called ‘EHCP co-ordinators’
as families reported that they did
not like children being referred to
as a ‘case’.

Timeframe

The council has been making
changes throughout June and July,
with the new structure fully in place
from September 1, 2025, in time
for the next academic year.

Worcestershire County Council
has advised families could continue
to contact their current EHCP co-
ordinator and the SEND Services
Team via the usual channels and
will be updated as and when things
change.

The number of children and
young people with EHCPs con-

tinues to rise — from 6,530 in
September 2024 to 7,339 in April
2025.

Coun Dr Stephen Foster, cabinet
member with responsibility for edu-
cation and SEND, said: “We know
that families have not always had
the experience they should expect
when it comes to EHCPs and SEND
support.

“These changes reflect a first
step to doing better.

“We’ve made sure that teams are
properly resourced, more acces-
sible, and better structured to meet
rising demand.

“The progress made in timeliness
is encouraging - however, there is
much more to do.

“We are fully committed to
engaging with families and listen-
ing to their experiences as further
improvements are developed in the
months ahead.”

'

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE
BACKED
WARRANTY

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and lifle overheads

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

Full fited

Competitive Prices

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

lnmlsltle Close, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 9PL

01789 415 n 07729 689239 www.hillmoor
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OMING SOO

Opening 1%t July 2025
Full Range Available
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Drive to help
smokers to
kick habit is
hailed as a
big success

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

A PROGRAMME offering sup-
port for hospital patients in
‘Worcestershire to stop smok-
ing has proved a huge success
helping to save lives, free up
hospital bed spaces, and save
the NHS hundreds of thousands
of pounds in treatment.

The NHS-funded programme at
‘Worcestershire Acute Hospitals
NHS Trust is offered to all adult
inpatients and pregnant women
who smoke.

The first year of the programme
has seen successful results with
57 per cent of those accepting the
offer saying they have quit smoking
after just four weeks.

Since launching in 2024, the
Tobacco Dependency Prevention
Programme has delivered signifi-
cant outcomes.

The data from the Inpatient
Tobacco Dependency Service
Calculator reveals the programme
has freed up the equivalent of 1.4
hospital bed spaces per day, saved
52 lives, and reduced hospital
readmissions resulting in a cost
saving of £§253,196.

Around 40 per cent of hospital
inpatients who smoked accepted
support and set a quit date, making
a significant step towards a long-
term health improvement.

A dedicated maternity tobacco
dependency service is also on offer,
supporting all pregnant women
who smoke at the time of their first
appointment, as well as household
members who smoke.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Among pregnant women referred
to the programme, 56% took up the
offer of support, with 87 per cent of
those setting a quit date and half of
them remaining smoke free at the
time of their delivery.

Support is delivered through
face to face appointments — either
at home or at hospital loca-
tions — ensuring services are acces-
sible to individual needs.

In recognition of the success of
the programme at the Trust, NHS
England gave the service a Grade
A rating after achieving its Level
One Service Quality for demonstrat-
ing a commitment to best practice,

reducing health inequalities, and
involving patients in the design and
delivery of care.

Clare Rochelle, Lead
Tobacco Dependency Nurse at
‘Worcestershire Acute Hospitals
NHS Trust said: “Smoking tobacco
is the leading modifiable risk fac-
tor for health inequalities. Treating
tobacco dependence when someone
is admitted to hospital, regardless
of their intention to stop smoking,
enables a faster recovery and ear-
lier discharge, reduces their risk of
readmission and death from their
acute illness.

“We now have a funded 12-week

The Standard, Friday June 27, 2025

programme of support for any adult
inpatient who has been admitted to
hospital overnight wishing to make
a quit attempt.”

Lead Midwife for the ‘Saving
Babies Lives’ service, Linda
Haynes, said: “The dedicated mater-
nity service has recently expand-
ed and now has five Tobacco
Dependency Advisors who are all
extremely passionate about helping
our service users quit smoking to
safeguard their own health, that of
their new baby and the rest of the
family.

“It is a service we are very proud
of.”

Longhridge

Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

ofs -R

oof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding

Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing

Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,

Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

"

STOKE PRIOR

SPORTS & COUNTRY CLUB
L Pk

0 @StokePriorClub

Westonhall Rd, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove B60 4AL | stokeprior.club

SUMMER
GARDEN PARTY
Saturday,5th'July

i .
from 9.30pm
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RIDE v cesTIVAL

Sunday 20th
July 2025

Join more than 6,000 bikers on
one of the UK’s biggest ride outs,
from Shrewsbury to the Bike4Life

Festival at Weston Park:

Celebrity guests - Arena displays
Exhibitions - Food festival
Live music - Kids’ zone

Book your tickets now:

bike4lifefest.com

Or follow the updates on:

€ @BikeslifeFest € BikesLifeFest

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Fi rst A practical three

hour course suitable

Biker on foraivicersana
Scene anyone who might

need to provide

Tra i n i N g immediate assistance

at the scene of aninjury

COU rse involving a biker.

Learn more
and book

Book your
Bike4lLife 2025
Tickets Now

: f Weston Park
Bike4lLife A A
Route Map w  finishpoint &y

and festival

Ve Telford
Meole Brace

Start point Shifnal

All proceeds go to the lifesaving work of

N | Midlands

Air Ambulance
5> | Charity

Reaistered Charitv Number 1143118

Sponsored by

The Bike Insurer d

With
support
from

PAGE 19
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Festival continues to offer wide
range of concerts and events

THIS YEAR'’S Bromsgrove
Festival is now in full swing and
the next week has lots of events
and activities for all tastes.

Music

On Tuesday, July 1, at 6pm, Ahoy!
Sing for the Mary Rose will be per-
formed at Artrix. The production
will feature pupils from local first
and middle schools coming together
for a day of singing and renowned
animateur before this early evening
performance. Tickets are §4, avail-
able from artrixbromsgrove.co.uk or
by calling 01527 361324.

The next in the series of Festive
Classics comesto Avoncroft Museum'’s
New Geusten Hall on Wednesday,
July 2. Julia Aberg and Jackie Tyler
will perform A Kaleidoscope of Music
at midday with lunch at 1pm. Julia
(violin) and Jackie (cello) are from
the City of Birmingham Symphony
Orchestra and will guide the audi-
ence through a kaleidoscope selec-
tion of music from over the centuries.
Tickets can be bought for just the
concert or for lunch as well. Visit:
festiveclassics.co.uk or call 01527
832492 for more information or tick-
ets.

The Bromsgrove Ukulele Open
Event takes place from 2pm to 4pm
next Friday, July 4, at Stoke Prior
Village Hall, Hanbury Road. The ses-
sion, suitable for people of all ages

and musical tastes, is for those inter-
ested in learning to play the uku-
lele or those just wanting to enjoy an
afternoon of musical entertainment.

Birmingham-based Cantoras Upper
Voices Chamber Choir presents ‘All
Together We Are Love’ at St John's
Church, Kidderminster Road, at
7.30pm next Friday, July 4. The con-
cert features a capella choral pieces
written for the choir and musical
director Mariana Rosas. Visit: canto-
raschoir.co.uk or call 07815 071179
for more information and for tickets.

Artrix plays host to Paul Hopkins’
Roy Orbison and the Travelling
Wilbury’s Experience at 7.30pm
next Friday, July 4. The musical
journey spreads several decades and
celebrates the supergroup which fea-
tured Roy Orbison, ELO’s Jeff Lynne,
former Beatle George Harrison, Bob
Dylan and Tom Petty. Visit: artrix-
bromsgrove.co.uk or call 01527
361324 for tickets and more infor-
mation.

The Core Reggae Band will per-
form live at The New Inn, Doctors
Hill, Bournheath, at 8pm next Friday,
July 5. The event is free and there is
no need to book - just turn up on the
night. There will also be Jamaican
food for sale. Call 01527 577555 for
more information..

Comedy

Tiny Tim’s Biggest Adventure takes
place at Artrix at 6pm on Wednesday,
July 2, with a meet and greet before-
hand at 5.30pm. The show centres
on Tiny Tim who, seven years ago,
decided to go on his own adven-
ture, navigating adult life and posting
about his prank calls on social media.
Tiny Tim’s adventures has more than
120million views on YouTube and
10million views on social media - this
event gives those who go along the
chance to see the man behind the
voice. Visit: artrixbromsgrove.co.uk
for more and to buy tickets.

‘WORDS

The first of two Bromsgrove
WORDS events at this year’s
Bromsgrove Festival sees a presenta-
tion from Lord Brady of Altrincham
at Avoncroft Museum'’s New Geusten
Hall at 7.30pm next Friday, July 4. The
former chairman of the Conservative
1922 Committee in the House of
Commons will be in conversation with
Patrick Burns, the former Political
Editor of BBC West Midlands, about

his book ‘Kingmaker’. Lord Brady
was Chairman during the most turbu-
lent times in modern political history,
and had a ringside seat throughout
the Coalition government, Brexit,
Covid and the election and removal
of five Prime Ministers. Search for
‘Kingmaker’ at ticketsource.co.uk for
more information and tickets. Go to:
bromsgrovewords.com for more on
Bromsgrove WORDS.

Art

The Creative Arts Showcase has a
stall at Hanbury Countryside Show
from 9am to 6pm next Saturday, July
5. The showcase, which promotes

LEFT: Lord Brady of Altrincham
will talk about his role as

the former chairman of the
Conservative 1922 Committee,
during which there was a
Coalition government, Brexit,
Covid and five Prime Ministers. s

art for everyone in the Bromsgrove
community, will offer fun, free inter-
active activities for all the family.
There will also be a handmade arti-
san goods from across the region.
Visit: hanburyshow.co.uk for more
information on the Hanbury Show
and tickets.

Other events

Bromsgrove Beer Festival takes
place from Thursday to Saturday
(July 3 of 5). The first session runs
from lpm to 5pm on the Thursday
(for CAMRA members and trade
only). It opens to the public from
5pm that day and runs from 1lam to
11pm on Friday and between 1lam
to 9pm on Saturday. The event at
the Bromsgrove Rugby Club boasts
more than 100 real ales and 40 ciders
and perries. Visit: bromsgrovebeer-
festival.org,uk for more or tickets.
Tickets are available on the door
and this year’s chosen charity is the
Primrose Hospice.

Visit bromsgrovefestival.co.uk for
more on these and future events.

Our Restaurant

serves a wide variety of
home-cooked meals, breakfasts,

puddings, cakes and afternoon teas

l:lot food is served
8.30am till 3.30pm daily!

@

— :
E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | f’l’ind us on Facebook

-

Brighten up vour garden
with our selection of bedding
plants, hanging baskets and

planted tubs.

Top quality home grown plants
affordable prices!

.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5:00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel:

01562 777 003

jWe keep our
Family owned Farm Shop

stocked with seasonal fresh fruit, vegetables
and grocery items.

Our deli is stocked with sweet treats,
savoury snacks and cheeses.

Our Butchery offers a wide selection of local &
British meats and we even have a fresh fish counter.
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COSTA

COFFEE

Can’t wait
to catch up,

NOW OPEN
TOLLEY WAY, WR9 7HP
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Festival to
dig deep into
a key time in

Victoria Carman visitor economy and towns manager at Malvern Hills District Council, Coun

Beverley Nielsen portfolio holder for Economy and Tourism, at Malvern Hills District Council,
Coun Cynthia Palmer, ward member for Great Malvern. s

THE longstanding Great Malvern Food
Festival is all set to return for its 15th
year.

The free, two-day festival takes place on
Saturday, July 5 and Sunday, July 6, from 10am
to 5pm, in Priory Park, Great Malvern.

The festival has been organised by Boffy
Events in partnership with Malvern Hills District
Council.

More than 40 food and drink stalls will be
offering a wide selection of locally sourced pro-
duce when the festival returns to the town.

Hot food vendors will also be offering deli-

cious food to suit all tastes, such as Greek street
food, Indian curries, pizza, gourmet mac and
cheese, hot pulled meats and more.

Live music and street performers will also be
entertaining throughout the weekend.

Coun Beverley Nielsen, Portfolio Holder for
Economy and Tourism, at Malvern Hills District
Council said: “We are really looking forward to
the return of this great family friendly event.

“We encourage people to come along and sup-
port our wonderful local food producers.”

Visit www.visitthemalverns.org/foodfest for
more information.

THE FIRST ever Stuart History
Festival is to be hosted in
Worcester.

It will take place at the historic Old
Palace on July 5 and July 6 and will
be the first history event focussing
exclusively on the dramatic and often
overlooked Stuart period from 1603 to
1714 - a century that revolutionised the
British Isles politically, religiously, and
culturally.

Sponsored by the Battle of Worcester
Society and Orland Media, the festival
will bring together ten expert historians
to explore the lives, conflicts, and ideas
that shaped this turbulent era. From the
accession of James I to the Glorious
Revolution, the Stuart age encompassed
the union of crowns, civil war, regicide,
republic, restoration, and revolution,
a cycle that forged the modern British
state.

Festival co-founders Mark Turnbull,
Andrea Zuvich, and Dr Erica Canela are
united by a deep commitment to pro-
moting the legacy of the Stuart period.

Mark said: “Lasting just over a cen-
tury, this era completely changed the
political path of Britain’s three king-

UK history

doms and defined who they became.
From the union of three crowns, then
civil war, regicide, republic, restoration
of the monarchy, and finally revolution
once more. This cycle, nevertheless,
delivered the Stuart dream; a political
union of their kingdoms.”

Erica continued: “ Worcester is such
a fitting city to stage and host the Stuart
Festival. The layers of the 17th century
here are remarkable and it’s a city that
leans into its history. I'm so glad we
were able to find such a historically-
important venue in the city.”

Chairman of the Battle of Worcester
Society Daniel Daniels added: “The soci-
ety is delighted to support the first
ever Stuart History Festival. Worcester
played a truly crucial role in the events
of the 17th century, from being the
scene of the first clash of the English
Civil War to the site of its final and deci-
sive battle. The city stood at the heart
of the nation’s great upheavals, and it’s
only fitting that Worcester should now
take a leading role in telling the story of
the Stuart age.”

Visit buytickets.at/thestuarthistoryfes-
tival for tickets.

H

HAMBERLEY

LIVE WELL THIS SUMMER AT
COFTON PARK MANOR
LUXURY CARE HOME

Enjoy garden strolls, afternoon teas, and a summer of

comfort with new friends. Schedule a private tour today,

and learn more about our all-inclusive* package:

0121 826 3214 | enquiries@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk

COFTON PARK MANOR
466 lickey Road, Cofton Hackett B45 8UU

www.hamberleycarehomes.co.uk

*Terms and conditions apply.
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AMERICAN NIGHT

AL 7he) lweatebigge)

FRIDAY 4TH

American inspired special menu 5 - 9pm

Join us for a star-spangled evening celebrating all things USA.
Enjoy a one-night-only menu of American classics including hot
dogs, smoky BBQ, mac & cheese, and indulgent sweet treats.

Dress in red, white and blue or go all-out with cowboy boots
and stars & stripes — we might just have a prize for the
best-dressed.

Spaces are limited - call us to book or book online.

Stwzzera DesserZd
MAC & CHEESE BANANA SPLIT
Garlic bread

whipped cream, cherries
JACKDANIELS® CHICKEN STRIPS
Deep fried chicken strips coated in a sticky Jack Daniels SIMORES BOARD

BBQ sauce with french fries Marshmellows, digestive biscuits,

melted chocolate

LOUISIANARIBS )
Coleslaw @W 4—\
PEANUTBUTTER
Meecna MILKSHAKE
AMERICAN PANCAKES Bacon Bits
Bacon, maple syrup, vanilla ice cream BLOODYMARY

Absolut vodka, worcestershire sauce,

CHICKEN & WAFFLES

Buttermilk waffles, fried chicken, maple syrup bigitorn, salt, pegpesclobuscen, pelcey;

tomato, olives

HOTDOG & FRENCHFRIES

Fried onions, mustard, ketchup

COORS 330ML

Born in the Rockies

PHILLY CHEESE STEAK

To book, call 01527 546724
Hanger steak, peppers, onions, american cheese, sub roll IR ERGRTTRTAL LT I CEERET LI AT |
S
"
| || u

S

Vanilla, chocolate & strawberry ice cream,

7%<TARDEBIGGE

WEEKDAY LUNCH MENU
Monday - Friday | 12PM - 2:30PM
* 1 Course incl. beverage — £14.50
* 2 Courses incl. beverage — £17.50

» 3 Courses incl. beverage — £19.50
Choose from a glass of Prosecco, house
wine (125ml), a bottle of Coors, or a soft

drink with your meal.
Whether it's a business meeting, a
catch-up, or a last-minute lunch, we've
got you cove

Our main and specials menus also
run during this time, with gluten-free
and vegan options available.
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Warning issued over measles
resurgence as cases start to rise

HEALTH chiefs have issued
a warning to parents after
an increase in measles cases
across the West Midlands
and the UK.

And, as many people get ready
for summer travel, there are fears
over further outbreaks.

According to the UK Health
Security Agency, measles outbreaks
will continue across the UK, with
109 confirmed cases in April and

86 in May.

The cases were predominantly
found in unvaccinated children
aged 10 years or under.

Of these, there have been seven
confirmed cases within the West
Midlands and almost half of all
cases occurring in London.

This increase coincides with an
increasing number of measles cases
within Europe as a whole.

‘Serious illness’

UK Health Security Agency
Regional Deputy Director in the
West Midlands, Katie Spence, said:
“Measles can cause serious illness
and while most people will recov-
er completely within a couple of
weeks, the virus can sometimes
leave permanent disability and can
even be fatal.

“Measles is very infectious and
can spread rapidly
among communi-
ties, if people have
not had at least one
dose of the MMR
vaccine.”

Since  January
1, there have been
420 laboratory
confirmed measles
cases reported in
England, with a
number of regions
reporting out-
breaks.

A total of 25
per cent of cases
appeared within
the North West and
11 per cent in the
West Midlands.

People are urged
to receive vaccina-
tions, which have
prevented at least
20million  cases
and 4,500 deaths
in the UK since its

introduction in 1968.

The UK Health Security Agency
fears cases may increase as UK citi-
zens, specifically those with young
children, travel for the summer.

Those most at risk

Infants aged under one year and
people with weakened immune sys-
tems are at a larger risk of seri-
ous illness and complications upon
contracting the disease, though
there are also many reported cases
among healthy young people and
adults.

Consultant Epidemiologist at
the UK Health Security Agency, Dr
Vanessa Saliba, said: “It’s essential
everyone, particularly parents of
young children, check all family
members are up-to-date with two
MMR doses, especially if you are
travelling this summer holidays or
visiting family.

“Measles spreads very easily and
can be a nasty disease, leading to
complications like ear and chest
infections and inflammation of the
brain with some children tragically
ending up in hospital and suffering
life-long consequences.”

People are urged to contact their
GP surgery if they believe they
have not received two doses of the
vaccine.

This is especially important if
they are about to start college or
university, are travelling overseas,
are planning a pregnancy, are a

frontline health or social care work-
er or if they work with young chil-
dren.

National Director for Primary Care
and Community Services at NHS
England, Dr. Amanda Doyle, said:
“The first MMR vaccine is offered to
infants when they turn one and the
second dose to pre-school children
when they are around three years
and four months old.

“Around 99 per cent of those who
have two doses will be protected
against measles and rubella.”

Symptoms

People should be aware of mea-
sles’ symptoms.

They usually start with cold-like
symptoms, such as a high tem-
perature, a runny or blocked nose,
sneezing, a cough and red, sore,
watery eyes.

These are followed by a rash a
few days later which starts on the
face and behind the ears before
spreading to the rest of the body.

Some people may also get small
spots in their mouth.

Anyone who suspects they or
their child has measles should call
NHS 111 or their GP to get an
appointment.

People are being urged to be
aware of measles symptoms,
which include a rash that

spreads to the whole body. s

Albion Lodge

We are a family

the care we provide is very much based

run establishment and

on the ethos that we look after people
as if they are part of our own family.

Offering individualised care, we aim to

maintain independence whilst providing

support.

Please feel free to contact us for an

informal chat about what we can offer

What we offer

Two lifts

24-hour care

Period property
Village setting

Two acres of lawns
Special baths

Disabled access vehicle

Respite rooms pre-bookable

‘Retiger

nspected and rated

CareQuality
Commission

Albion Lodge Retirement Home, Hanley Swan, Worestershire, WR8 ODN Tel: 01684 310626
Email: info@albionlodge.co.uk www.albionlodge.co.uk
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Kitchen Makeovers

Quicker, Cheaper and Far less fuss than a total kitchen!

FREE Stylish Slide- in
e  Cooker or Oven & Hob

when you choose to update your kitchen
just using New Doors & Worktops

EXTENDED

Due to popular
demand!

Beautiful Kitchen Makeovers start from around £3000

To see how you can clalm your FREE Slide-in Cooker or Built-in Oven and Hob
and transform your kitchen for much less than a total replacement in about one day,
request a brochure or a free on the spot quote today

Hurry..this offer ends 30th June 2025*

i Request a brochure 0800 088 7044
Al L—? Book a home visit 0330 0321 0461 o
s Visit us online

www.doorsandworktops.com & WORKTOPS
_ Door Sales Group Main Office: Doors House Wordsley Green West Midlands DY8 5PD - Telephone 01384 660065 - 01384 293654 *Full offer details online
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Animal charities urge cat owners
to ensure pets are microchipped

by Jeanna Karcz
news@bullivantmedia.com

CAT OWNERS are being
urged to ensure they get
their pets microchipped as
figures reveal some over a
fifth of the country’s feline
friends do not comply with
the law.

June 10 marked the first anni-
versary of the law which made it
a legal requirement in England for
owned cats over 20 weeks old to be
microchipped.

Despite this, the latest figures
from PDSA found 22 per cent of
cats in the UK were unchipped.

Similar figures were released by
the RSPCA which said only 27 per
cent of the cats coming into its care
were microchipped®.

The PDSA runs 49 pet hospitals
across the UK and having carried
out nearly 20,000 microchippings
in the past year, over 12,600 of
which were on cats.

PDSA vet nurse, Nina Downing,
said: “We've seen many cat own-
ers get on board and get their cat
chipped.

“Since June 10, 2024, when the cat
microchipping law came into force
in England, up to May 30 this year,
we microchipped almost 15,200
cats across our Pet Hospitals.

“This marks an increase of over
1.5 times compared to the same

period in the previous year, when
me microchipped almost 9,400
cats.

“On average, we've seen more
kitten and young cat owners come
for microchipping appointments,
which could mean those with older
cats who have never been micro-
chipped. have not yet compiled
with the new law.”

She added 63 per cent of appoint-
ments were for cats aged one year
old and under.

“Regardless of your cats age, we’d
urge all cat owners to get their cats
microchipped.”

Nina added if owners had a cat
which liked to explore the great
outdoors, they may roam too far, or
end up hurt or injured and unable to
return home.

“A microchip may be the only
way your cat can be easily reunited
with you.

“Even if your cat prefers the
indoor life, microchipping is just as
important, and legally required.

“You may not be too worried if
you have an indoor cat, but there’s
plenty of ways cats can sneak out-
side, or nip out through an open
door or window.”

Concerning numbers

Alice Potter, RSPCA cat welfare
expert, added: “It’s concerning that
one year on since this law came into
effect and so many cats are still not
being microchipped and ending up

in RSPCA care.

“It’s possible many of these cats
could have ended up back with their
owners had they been chipped.

“It’s important all cat owners in
England understand the law and
their responsibilities when it comes
to their pets.”

Figures from the PDSA show 91
per cent of pet owners say their

contact details are up-to-date which
meant nine per cent were potential-
ly incorrect and outdated. Thus, the
charity added, would be a real issue
if the pet was lost or stolen.

It stressed that it was important
for owners to be aware of which
database their pet’s microchip was
registered to and to keep the details
up-to-date.

Ms Potter added: “We’'d urge
owners to ensure their cats are
microchipped from 20 weeks of
age and the details on the chip are
always kept up-to-date.”

Barriers

A poll carried out on RSPCA
supporters at the start of the year
found that over a third (36 per
cent) said one of the most common
challenges to microchipping their
cat was the cost.

A total of 21 per cent wrong-
ly believed having an indoor cat
meant they did not needed to be
chipped and a lack of vets or strug-
gling to get a vet appointment (17
per cent) were other reasons given
for not getting cats chipped.

Meanwhile, per cent of
respondents said they were una-
ware of the law change making it
compulsory in England.

The RSPCA is also campaigning
and lobbying the Welsh Government
for cat microchipping to become
compulsory in Wales.

Visit www.pdsa.org.uk/micro-
chipping-cats for more about get-
ting your cat microchipped.

Cat owners are being remind-
ed to get their pets micro-
chipped as statistics show a
fifth are breaking the law. s

¢ Residential care
¢ Dementia care
* Nursing care

* Respite care
* End of life care

Inspected and rated

Worcester

care uk O

Our teams care for a wide range of
conditions, providing your loved
ones with a home for life.

* Nursing dementia care

If you're considering a care home,
call 01905 971 358 or visit
careuk.com/perry-manor

Q_E:m;:':x Trusted to care

Perry Manor care home
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TORQUAY CRUISE & DEVON STEAM
Departing Mon 11 Aug ‘25

Enjoy the sights of the beautiful English Riviera
and the welcome of Torquay on this great-value
break that features a packed itinerary of
excursions, a delightful heritage railway journey,
a scenic cruise on the River Exe and much more!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ 4 nights at the Burlington Hotel, Torquay
(JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢ Entertainment some evenings

Heritage train journey on the
South Devon Railway

Cruise on the River Exe

Free time in Exmouth

Excursion to

Buckfast Abbey & Buckfast Butterfly Farm
& Dartmoor Otter Sanctuary

Optional excursion to Teignmouth (£11pp)

P SAVE £30 - Quote OSG

- Book by 11 Jul 2025

v
v
v
v

5 Days by Coach on@ 5389

Single Supplement £75

For more information, or to k

03332 342 514 o0 osc

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Trustpilot

WICKED THE MUSICAL MATINEE

SHOW & LONDON

Departing Sat 9 Aug ‘25, Sat 23 Aug ‘25,

Sat 20 Sep ‘25

Wicked is the sensational musical that hits

stages like a twister with its electrifying score,

stunning sets and a story that turns Oz on

its head. Full of memorable songs such as

No Good Deed and Defying Gravity, this is

guaranteed to leave you spellbound!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

v Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (UG3 or JG4 rating) with full
English breakfast

v Stalls or Circle ticket (matinee performance)

¢ Free time in London for shopping &
sightseeing

P SAVE £10 - Quote OSG

- Book by 11 Jul 2025

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £1 69

Single Supplement £50

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

By Coach from Kidderminster, Stourport

2025 HOLIDAYS

/1€ to enjoy!

NORTH DEVON COAST LINE &
SEASIDE TOWNS

Departing Mon 11 Aug ‘25

Join us for a sightseeing adventure along
North Devon’s coastline, as we visit charming
Clovelly, pretty Combe Martin, lifracombe and
Woolacombe. We also include free time in the
port town of Bideford, our delightful base for
this coastal escape.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

v’ 4 nights at the Durrant House Hotel,
Bideford (JG3 rating) with dinner &
breakfast

v/ Entertainment some evenings
v Free time in Bideford

v/ Excursions to Clovelly, Combe Martin,
lifracombe & Woolacombe

Optional excursion to
Barnstaple Market (£12pp)

5 Days by Coach on@ E449

Single Supplement £100

PAGE 27

Reader Travel,

WEDIU,
BRITISH
TRAVEL

N

BEST COMPANY
FOR
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS
-— =

CLASSIC CAMBRIDGE & OXFORD’S
DREAMING SPIRES

Departing Thu 18 Sep ‘25

We visit the city of Oxford, perched on the
Thames and known for its world-famous

Royal Regatta and Cambridge, with its
combination of tranquil botanical gardens and
striking buildings. There’s also the chance to
discover the fine charms of Ely and Stamford.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢/ 4 nights at the Holiday Inn, Northampton
(JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast

v/ Excursions to Cambridge & Oxford
(includes guided city tours)

Optional excursion to Ely & Stamford (£14pp)

5 Days by Coach on@ 5359

Single Supplement £125

These packages are subject to Just Go' Holidays ter
Assocution at Bonded lvel Drganiser
peaple sharing a 20m & honcured on
alter whic MN\\\’)HH” Tuctuate. Calls
Ddtkages, ebe standard 1ates apply. (hoites of dal anport & pick up location
gy iricur a sugplement. Please see website or uAH Tor tull detaits

rofectedt by Bandedd (each Halidays & the
L Prces e per 20rson, hased on I

ABTOT %
&

Aol

PBook Toduy &z

H justgohols




PAGE 28

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

The Standard, Friday June 27, 2025

____ suboku | CROSSWORD
|

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.
1. Choice (10) 1. Flattened fold (5)
EASY 7. Oust (5) 2. Completely (8)
3 9 718 8. Clearer (7) 3. Use (6)
8 4 61115 10. Outside (8) 4. Vivacity (4)
5 8 3 9 11. Minus (4) 5. Agree (7)
13. Struggle (6) 6. Hateful (10)
6|73 %
15. Doorway (6) 9. Determination (10)
4 3 7 5 :
17. Ale (4) 12. Practicable (8)
8 4 3 3 18. Outlook (8) 14. Spire (7)
4|7 9 8 21. Directly stated (7) 16. Jail (6)
61913 8 7 22. Well done! (5) 19. Precise (5)
5 7 9 23. Dejected (10) 20. Profound (4)
e
HARD oerioP
6] 1] 4] |3
8|1 6 719
LADDER  NINER
4 5 2 7
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
15338174  gives a flower;
9 6 8 3 DEAD 926642 gives a plant;
Hand out cards 159124789 gives a weed.
1 3 74 9 4 Twin 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9
9 2 1 8 Uninspiring
CODEWORD
Wrench
PATH FI N DER This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
— — . Survey with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each POOL words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Wimbledon singles champions

’E]NEMONGFANANGED
OIBUGARAEIHIINB
GERGULONLTRSSAE
FRAGRUOALMATEFR
EDERAZGDABNOAMG
TRREBJENNARIRRR
RESIRORVOOTYMUA
OVECHBNECLNDEVY
DVEGROEVIIAUNAM
LARSNISARLLSLIS
TEPTAVINOIIWLAP
ESFEFORTGAMWITC
MAARFPNEOJSAREA
PSLGIAYVHCENESS
RAINDSDANMNROEH

Solutions opposite

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

%

How you rate
15 words: average
25 words: good

35 words: very good
40 or more: excellent.

21 14 7 i
il SaSadEE &
il il 3 Iaa
i i FaEa | a
10 |7 10 16 1

N
3 i 3 &

ddlaaaaE &
il

i JdEE & &
il &8 dHdE &
1 1 N 3 26 |5 3 26 |17

U
"

N<XS<g-HunwFOTVOZErX-—=IO0OTMUNA®>
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS
HEEE Nl

1,18 Across & 23 Down  Famous book by Nevil
Shute (1,4,4,5)
5 American carnivore related to the racoons (5)
8 --- Arnaud, comedy actress after whom a
theatre is named (6)

9 Surname of the inventor of dynamite (5)

10 Type of light boat (5)

11 Canadian capital, once known as Bytown (6)

13 Closely woven, lustrous, silk fabric (5)

15 Covered passageway with shops (6)

18 See 1 Across

19 Aninsignificant part, a jot (4)

20 See5Down

24 See 14 Down

26 God of the winds in Greek myths (6)

27 Avyoung eel (5

28  Yachting centre on the Isle of Wight (5)

29 Genus that includes the wattles (6)

30 Kind of Dutch blue and white pottery (5)

31 Letters or characters of the earliest Teutonic

alphabet (5)
DOWN
1 In Dickens's novel, the second wife of 6 Tropical genus that includes the
David Copperfield (5,9) custard apple and sweet-sop (5)
2 Path in space round a heavenly 7  Painters such as Manet, Monet, Degas
body (5) and Renoir (14)
3 Synthetic textile fabric (5) 12 Large North American deer (6)
4 General and founder of the Salvation 14 &24 Across  Large expanse of
Army (5) water lying between Africa and
5&20Across  Belgian composer known Australia (6,5)
for his religious works (5,6) 16 A clergyman (5)

=

to Like,

=] : : - s = - » ‘-—-y- -
S % KIDDERMINSTER " —
an ‘ /

Including BEWDLEY & STOURPORT
»

i*stime BREAKING NEWS

Body of people entering into an
organisation, new recruits (6)

Incus of the ear (5)

Measure of weight for precious
stones (5)

See 1 Across

Annual cinema award, in various
fields (5)

King of Northumbria from 617-633 (5)

Follow &Subscribe

Don’t be LEFT BEHIND......

@ KiddStandard 0 KidderminsterStandard
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Telephone: 01562 541500

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

TABLE Formica top,
floral design, 24 x
20. Ideal indoors or
uut, £5. Tel: 0121 445

TRAVEL Holdall, new
‘Constellation’  20”
wide. Burgundy. £10.
Tel 0121 445 2293

DECIMAL Day
February 1971 set -
first decimal coins
in presentation case
£5 each (2 sets). Tel:
0121 445 2293

CARPET Offcut -
brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £4.00.
Tele: 07934132759

LADIES M & S
Classic Fully Lined
Lightweight  Jacket

MISCELLANEOUS
—

LOG Splitter, Electric
150w 4T  Triton.
Good Condition,
Split log 370 mm
length £80 Tel: 07973
725985

TWO G Plan leather
sofas (viola colour,

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

SHOP Display Stand,
3 Tier, 55” high, 24”
wide, 12”7 depth -
slot together, strong,
waterproof, £10. Tel:
07882 114212

MISCELLANEOUS
—

FREE to Collector,
Bed, 4 drawer,
double divan,
airsprung, no marks,
very clean Tel: 01527
550342

LOST Golf Balls - No
Problem! 60 balls,

reddish) VEC £16. Good names
C(;:)fgm" ;{\6,2]1;];'12 and condition. Tel:
01299 407393 _UIS64 784171
WELLSLEE D | HEADBOARD for 3
Hybrid single single bed, Stuart
mattress. Good | Jones, upholstered
clean condition cream fabric.
£40. Contact 01299 [ New, ~ £20.  Tel:
823622 01217441003
CYCLE. Ladies | RAFFIA for craft.
Apollo Comfort 18in Unused. 600g. £4.
frame, very good Tel: 01217441003
condition,  stored | FERGUSON TX 14”
in_garage, £25. Tel | TV Silver, Excellent
w condition, jut
ZERO Gravity [ needs top box. Suit
Garden Folding | collector of Vintager
Recliner, steel

frame £10. Little use
(Kidderminster) Tel:

TVs £30. Tel: 077510
25730
CORDOB:

FOUR  Tier
Stand, Gamr
Console Stand Tel
0788 2124182
19 CDs - sealed
for sale. Tel 0788
2124182

CRAVEN Carrier
Top Box Bracket
- suit large classic

Glass

motorcysle.  VGC
£100 Tel: 07974
822880

THE Waltons

complete first season
dvd box set. £10.
Tel: 07813 706 158

Shirley area)

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BOARD Games
Monopoly
Northampton Saints
Rugby Game. Brand
New, unopened.
£25:00 ono. Tel:
07979 494716

RUNNER BEAN
Plants, £1.75 a tray
of 12 plants Phone
01905 778926

ROYAL Albert tea
service, 8  cups,
saucers, plates, sugar
bowl, milk jug, large
plate £50 Tel: 01789
763306

TWO Daily Telegraph

Zero Gravity
Garden Recliner
Chairs  (including

carry bags).1 Navy, 1
Stone (Grey), £40.00
each.- 01905 769944

WANTED
—

CARPENTRY/
JOINERY
—

AJB CARPENTRY

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
AND QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

Covering: kitchen fitting, roofs,

doors, stairs and much more to

help with your carpentry based
home improvements.

Call today for your free quote!

ROOFING
—_—

WI-'.ATHER’;GUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
No job too big or
10ly 0FF Itoo smally
0 Fully guaranteed
AI.I. RﬁﬂFING and insured
REPA'RS Written quotes
available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

With Optional | _07929785253 | =00 B0 5V B | o : Call Ant on
Hood. Light | GREY 3 piece suite % s WM"ED. VInﬂ n&ﬂlmls WS cﬂsseﬂes
Turquoise. ~ Hardly an'd foot  stool gﬂn’:h bz:;ess;}:/e; wma e o "ew % q,‘ x -
e el I TU R 77 TR GL R 795 Mobile: 07467159012
e?os 4 overign y, ftedk ELCCL. : oo
S | vomr | oo | oo e ([ ondrerofote Cohpat 1| (Y AdB Carpenty % Office: 01299888 311
table, two matching [ Good  Condition 103ilm w;qte; Vfl_r}I Or email: welston@live.com
o s | G0 0 M| g e ™™ ™ || Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records) | | DOUBLE GLAZING |nto@weatherguardservices co.uk
SOMETHING TO Raise some “lE EIASS MA" weatherguardservices.co.uk
:)’('t‘riant,:::g : _ TREE SURGEONS
. Experienced Glazier E—
someone else’s Friendly and reliable
day by selling Misted double glazing
your unwanted All glass repairs
items

Tree & Landscape Specialists is a trusted, professional company with
a great reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

Advertise them in

Observer
‘Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to; fr ds@bulli dia.com

If your item is valued at
£500 or less —its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item

: ! iF:ee LirlleageF(Itegls' u:)to :alulz.a £§00) C ::id for;oxed Ad (Iri@s of any value). : is valued at over £500, FREE QUOTATIONS Bl ; : q -
! (;:l(sgvtvz:ng; ale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): 4l vou can place qetails in Call Martin on Contact us oday FR NE: 0800 747 1704 + IE: 01527906 577
I P aboxed ad\gerhsement 0791 0387904 or treeandlandscapespecialists@gmail.com

1 1 for just www.treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

1 1 . Conde

. A £5.75 ncvay (ULLLT 915284

§ Details (Not for Publication): 1

1 Initial Surname 1 E "\ R

1 Address 1 3 PIEC : \

" ; SUITE r_LuLuLuLA )

i = » PROGLEM? LOOK NO FURTHER!

y Tet Mobile E perfect : "

1 Email: 1 condition o : =L

I | enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £..........cc.cccrevrernne | as New N 0” / é’/d'c" g; / Af z // %

1 or alternatively 1 ) 5 ,’ér 4;:

T piase debit my card for £ Delta : £5 5 O ; e Wﬂ, ’

" Cret.jil Card Number : r can deliver 4/yg 1%9/14 A é’ ¥

j B Start 1 Telephone

J Sec No: (Last 3 digits) Issue No. (if 1 10234 567890

I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, :

I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisement to
1 freeads@bullivantmedia.com

e s i e e v

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)
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New

BYD, the world’s leading
manufacturer of new energy
vehicles, has joined forces
with Octopus Energy, the
UK'’s largest energy supplier,
to announce the launch of
the Power Pack Bundle -
the UK’s first vehicle-to-grid
(V2G) bundle - and it’s a
gamechanger for EV drivers.

Announced at Octopus Energy’s
Energy Tech Summit, the Power
Pack Bundle will include a leased
V2G-ready BYD Dolphin, a V2G
Zaptec Pro charger and access to a
smart tariff that offers completely
free charging at home.

This means typical EV drivers
can slash their bills by £620 a year
compared to charging on a stand-
ard variable tariff — and save almost
£1,000 compared to fuelling up a
gas-guzzler.

V2G makes EVs work as a battery
on wheels - both charging and send-
ing power back to the grid at peak
times, reducing the need for having
to turn on dirty fossil fuel plants.

The Power Pack Bundle uses
Octopus Energy Group’s tech plat-
form, Kraken, to unlock these sav-
ings for customers and make things
as simple as possible.

All drivers need to do is plug in
their car most nights and let the
tech do the rest. The fully auto-
mated process leaves drivers with
guaranteed free charging at home
for all the miles in their lease.

This is the first time V2G tech has
gone commercial in the UK, thanks
to the BYD Dolphin’s market-lead-
ing technology. With more V2G-
ready cars coming soon, hundreds
of thousands of EVs could soon act
as mini power stations.

Octopus and BYD have also part-

nered with Motability Operations to
make the V2G technology available
to disabled people across the UK —
ensuring low-cost electric driving is
accessible to all.

Stella Li, Executive Vice President
of BYD, said: “We're thrilled to offi-
cially launch our V2G project with
Octopus Energy and Kraken.

“BYD is fully committed to mak-
ing intelligent, innovative, sustain-
able technologies available to our
customers, and this project will
allow them to unlock the full poten-
tial of electric vehicles - not just as
transport but as dynamic assets that
can play a key role in supporting
the grid.

“Together with Octopus Energy,
we're enabling EV owners to play
an active role in the energy ecosys-
tem, reducing costs and increasing
the resilience of renewable power
systems.”

green scheme for BYD

Greg Jackson, Founder of
Octopus Energy Group, said: “V2G
is the game-changer for drivers and
the grid. For the first time ever,
drivers can effortlessly power their
homes and help the grid — and
drive for free in return. V2G is
here, available at scale, and ready
to revolutionise our entire energy
system.”

Andrew Miller, Chief Executive
of Motability Operations, said: “It’s
great to see V2G technology becom-
ing available at scale — effectively
turning EVs into energy assets that
can help power homes and support
the grid.

“We're proud to be part of a
pilot that’s not only breaking new
ground in energy, but also ensuring
the benefits are accessible to disa-
bled people across the UK.”

The Power Pack Bundle will be
available later this year.

pave's ENGINE CENTREZ:

PRECISION ENGINE RE-MANUFACTU

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR
ENGINE?
FREE Advice and Quotes

All Car, Agricultural and
Commercial Engine Work
Full Machine Shop Facilities
Cylinder Head Re-facing
Crankshaft Regrinding
Pressure Testing
Reboring and Liner Fitting

Engine Parts at LOW PRICES

Does your
VINTAGE VEHICLE
need work?

Tel 01527 854968 / 07730 874527
Email : sales@engine-centre.co.uk
www.engine-centre.co.uk
Studley, B80 7AP
FREE LOCAL COLLECTION
for trade customers
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Expert seeks
to reassure
Harriers fans
on finances

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL:
finance expert Kieran
Maguire has analysed
Kidderminster Harriers’
accounts for the 2023/24
season.

The club’s accounts revealed
Harriers lost in excess of
200k in 2023/24 bringing
Kidderminster’s cumulative
losses to nearly $4million.

However, speaking exclu-
sively to the Standard, finance
expert Maguire did not see
anything particularly alarming
regarding the club’s current
financial situation.

Maguire exclusively told the
Standard: “It seems quite bor-
ing to me and boring is good.

“They don’t appear to have
a lot of debt, they lost 200k
last year and didn’t spend any
money signing players but
most National League clubs
don’t sign players for fees.

“They lost 200k in a year but
the average losses were 800k
so it’s okay.

FOOTBALL

“They’re solid not spec-
tacular but that’s what you’d
expect given where the club is
in its history and geographi-
cally.

“Harriers have $2million of
debt so how is that going
to be paid off? It looks like
the money is coming from the
owners.

“The club is sensibly run and
sensibly managed.”

Maguire added: “There’s lim-
ited scope for huge investments
but they’re doing enough to
keep the lights on and to be
broadly competitive.

“The club doesn’t publish its
income statement so we can’t
determine how much the rev-
enues are or the wages due to
the size of the club.

“There’s an awful lot of
interest in National League
clubs from investors and some
of those investors deliver as
we've seen at Wrexham and
clubs start to accelerate.

“Some owners get bored
quickly, if you’re running at
a 200k loss and you've got
nobody to put in that 200k
that’s when you’ve got a prob-
lem but I don’t see that at
Harriers.”
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* Gas Fires. * Gas Cookers.
* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
* Gas Appliance Landlord/home * Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.
Email: Stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sb4plumbingheating.uk
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Rowbottom on the podium again at
Oulton Park ahead of BTCC break

BTCC: DAN Rowbottom admits
the early leaders in the British
Touring Car Championship
(BTCC) are ‘becoming a bit of
a problem’ after he failed to
close the gap at Oulton Park.

The Kidderminster driver
secured a podium finish in the
final race at the Cheshire cir-
cuit as the first half of the sea-
son drew to a close.

Rowbottom sits fourth in
the drivers’ standings on 159
points with Ash Sutton top on
233 points and Tom Ingram
just behind on 223 points.

The NAPA Racing UK driver
finished 14th in race one, sixth
in race two and third in race
three at Oulton Park.

However, Rowbottom is look-
ing forward to the second half
of the campaign with the BTCC
season to resume at Croft on
the weekend of August 2 and
3

.Rowbottom said: “It’s a posi-
tive end to the weekend, we

should have got a little bit more
out of that race.

“Just a couple of little mis-
takes early on, trying to go
around the outside at the chi-
cane just locked the whole car
up and cost us a lot of time.

“We’ll take a P3 to finish the
first half of the season, it’s
been an okay first half of the
year, we need to focus on the
remainder of the season now.

“The problem with Oulton is,
it’s a fantastic place, these cars
are big now.

“When the conditions change,
you’ve only got to drop a wheel
off and come back on, it’s very
difficult to not collect some-
one.

“There were a lot of incidents
this weekend, it’s been a bit
frantic, it’s touring car racing,
that’s what we do.

“Qualifying was odd for us,
we had really good pace in FP1.
FP2 we were exactly where we
expected to be given our tyre
and turbo boost combination.

“Then it didn’t really turn

on for us in qualifying, the
whole weekend has been a bit
strange.

“We’ll take it, we've had a
half decent weekend.

“We're sitting well, we’re
somewhere near the front [of
the table].

“Ash and Tom have extended
that gap again which is becom-
ing a bit of a problem because
there’s only 15 races left.

“We've got a lot of work to do
but we’re going to some of my
favourite tracks now, I'm really
looking forward to getting my
head down.”

Rowbottom has now secured
five podium finishes in the
BTCC this season with two race
wins and three third-place fin-
ishes.

LEFT: Dan Rowbottom on the
podium at Oulton Park. Picture
by Mark Cowdrill.

BELOW: Dan Rowbottom on the
track at Oulton Park. Picture by
Darren Price.
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Why not upgrade to our low maintenance
steel fencing, railings, or gates and enjoy

a hassle-free season?

Made from galvanized steel
Built to last in any weather.

Gettmg your, garden

Maintenance free

No painting, no hassle.
25-year guarantee

Peace of mind for decades.
Withstands 130mph winds
Strength you can trust.
Professional installation
Backed by years of experience.

<. 01384 594791 & dyfencing.co.uk

Whether you're just exploring options or ready to get started,
we're a family-run business that prides itself on offering
friendly advice and clear, honest quotes. Contact us today!
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