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‘We’ll make town’s
great again’

markets

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE NEW operator for
Kidderminster Markets has
vowed to return them to their
former glory after being hand-
ed the contract to take it over
from next month.

Bescot Promotions Ltd, run by
brothers Scott and Spencer Evans,
was awarded the contract by
Kidderminster Town Council after a
competitive tender process found it
to be the preferred option.

Scott told the Standard: “We are a
family-run company which has been
operating for more than 30 years and
me and Spencer have been part of it
for more than 20.

“It is a kind of home-coming for us
as we used to help run Kidderminster
Market when we first started out.

“Right now, it’s not as big as it used
to be - it was a larger market with
more stalls and we want to get it back
to how it was.

“With our experience we know
what makes a good market and we
are confident we can get it thriving
again.”

He added Bescot Promotions had
good links with a large number and
wide variety of traders and good plat-
forms, including a website and social
media, to get the word out.

“We analyse what shops are in the
area and work with those to ensure
there are not any clashes, making
sure we give the town exactly what
it needs.”

He added they were delighted to
be working with Kidderminster Town
Council, bringing a fresh approach to
help both the market and town centre
flourish over the coming months.

‘Fresh energy’

Kidderminster Town Council said:
“This collaboration marks a major
step forward in enhancing the town
centre’s appeal, supporting local

businesses and attracting residents
and visitors alike.

“The initiative aims to bring fresh
energy, innovation and a variety of
quality traders to Kidderminster’s his-
toric market town.”

It added Bescot Promotions was a
leading market operator with a strong
track record of delivering success-
ful and engaging markets across the
region.

Adam Stockhall, Kidderminster
Town Council’s public realm and
operations manager, said the move
would bring economic benefits,
attract visitors to the town centre and
support local businesses with increas-
ing footfall.

He added there would be commu-
nity and social benefits as the markets
would provide a different range of
goods that perhaps the shops in the
town did not already offer.

And the market would act as a
social space, provide a sense of com-
munity, lead to urban regeneration
and improve public space.

The revitalised Kidderminster
Markets will officially launch under
the new management on Thursday,
July 10.

They will work in line with the
usual Thursday and Saturday markets
and there will be scope in the future
to support local events.

* What do you think? What kind of
stalls would you like to see line up on
or return to Kidderminster Markets?
‘What memories do you have of how
it used to be? Email: editor@kid-
derminsterstandard.co.uk with your
views.

A new operator has been
chosen for Kidderminster
Market. Picture courtesy of
Kidderminster Town Council. s
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Experts available Monday to Friday,
Saturday drop off service until 12.00pm.
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The Flying
Scotsman
on schedule
to come
steaming in

THE WORLD famous ‘Flying
Scotsman’ will haul the first
passenger train along the length
of the 16-mile Severn Valley
Railway when it fully re-opens.

Locomotive 60103 will undertake
the journey when the northernmost
section is reunited with the rest of
the line on July 25.

The serious embankment collapse
at the end of January saw the isola-
tion of the SVR’s northern terminus
at Bridgnorth.

The ‘Flying Scotsman’ will head
up the first service of the day
from Kidderminster, crossing the
repaired section of the embankment

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

at Mor Brook bridge and arriving to
a triumphant and long-awaited wel-
come at Bridgnorth station.

The historic and much-loved loco-
motive will haul three return trips a
day on the Friday, July 25, and
again on the Saturday and Sunday
July 26 and 27, as part of the SVR’s
Swingin’ Sixties event which cel-
ebrates the 60th anniversary of the
line in preservation.

Jonathan ‘Gus’ Dunster, the SVR’s
managing director, said: “What a
coup this is.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

“Opportunities to travel behind
this iconic loco on a heritage line
are rare. It is incredibly exciting to
have the best-known locomotive in
the world at the head of our first
full-line service this season.”

He thanked the National Railway
Museum for agreeing to the visit
and and Northern Steam Operations
Limited and DB Cargo for their
assistance.

“We’ll be pairing ‘Flying Scotsman
with the SVR’s set of Gresley teak
carriages to make sure we celebrate
both the SVR’s 60th anniversary
and the reuniting of our full line in
the most stunning way possible.”

Craig Bentley, National Railway
Museum director, said: “We are
delighted to make this visit from the
world’s most famous steam locomo-
tive possible and to help Severn
Valley Railway mark an important
moment in its recovery.”

Tickets for a return trip behind
60103 ‘Flying Scotsman’ are £45
and must be pre-booked.

Tickets booked for the Saturday
and Sunday also allow unlimited
travel on all other Swingin’ Sixties
services for the rest of the day.

Tickets to attend the Swingin’
Sixties event without travel behind
‘Flying Scotsman’ are bookable
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now, and all passengers will get
plenty of opportunity to see the
iconic visitor in action.

‘When the 60103 locomotive last
visited the SVR in 2016 after resto-
ration, it was a sell-out success and
bosses are expecting a similar high
demand for tickets.

The Swinging Sixties event will
feature three other steam trains,
a heritage diesel-hauled service,
live music at Kidderminster and
Highley and displays of classic
cars at Kidderminster, Highley and
Bridgnorth. Plus there will be a
Ferris wheel at Highley. Visit: svr.
co.uk for more.

THE PROGRESS on repairs
to the Severn Valley Railway’s
(SVR) embankment which
suffered a landslip is gaining
momentum and progressing
well.

Specialist engineering contrac-
tor CML took over the site at the
beginning of the month and has
already excavated more than
2,500tonnes of material from the
track formation and embank-
ment. It has also completed
temporary culverting works
on the watercourse below the
bridge to facilitate full access to
the embankment for plant and
machinery.

This will allow further excava-
tion to take place around the

and then the next stage will see
a concrete footing installed.

CML will carefully lift in more than 100
huge Legato concrete blocks, each weigh-
ing around 2.5tonnes, onto this to form a
solid structure.

The blocks are already on site, ready for
use.

Next, CML will backfill the embankment
structure, using alternate layers of geogrid
matting and imported aggregate, to tie the
new wall into the embankment.

Large L-shaped concrete units will then
be placed across the top of the bridge to
form a strong base to carry the track bed,
ready for the reinstatement of the rail itself.

The SVR’s project manager Antony
Bartlam said: “It really is a very clever solu-
tion indeed and CML'’s progress is impres-
sive, helped by the recent good weather.”

CML contracts manager, Stuart Hale,
said: “This really is something different, not
just a run-of-the-mill embankment failure.”

21st & 22nd June 2025!
10:00am-16:00pm

A residential park home village for the over 50’s
* Show home available ¢ Available plots
*Second hand homes

01746 718145

High Green, Chorley, Near Bridgnorth,
Shropshire, sat nav directions, WV16 6GB

The contractor’s workers covering the culverted
collapsed wing wall of the bridge watercourse. Picture by Antony Bartlam. s

Embankment work on
course to reconnect line

A robust and permanent solution which
could be built at speed, be affordable for
the heritage line and comply with the local
authority’s watercourse mitigation meas-
ures was needed.

“We're very glad to now be at the ‘boots-
on-the-ground’ stage and looking forward
to getting this finished, hopefully with no
undue problems.”

The SVR’s managing director, Jonathan
‘Gus’ Dunster added it was satisfying to
see real progress now being made after
frustrating - but necessary - delays.

Gus added: “As soon as the embank-
ment failure happened at the end of
January, we saw a tremendous ground-
swell of support from the public.

“Thousands of people have donated,
and together with money from our insur-
ance company, this has meant we could
go ahead with this essential repair work to
re-unite the whole length of the line.”

For all the latest information on Planning
Proposals, Traffic Notices, Goods Vehicle

Operator Licences, Licences To Sell Alcohol and
Probate Notices check out our Classified Section




The Standard, Friday June 20, 2025

Talented football coach Grace
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grabs her second FA accolade

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A GIFTED student who
hopes to become a profes-
sional football coach has net-
ted a second top award from
the Worcestershire FA in as
many years.

Grace Gallagher-Kennett has won
female pathway Coach of the Year in
the association’s grassroots football
awards after scooping Volunteer of
the Year last year.

The 18-year-old has just complet-
ed her studies at Kidderminster’s
Baxter College sixth form in PE,
applied science and business and
is hoping to start a coaching and
performance degree course at
Wolverhampton University in
September.

‘When injury forced Grace to stop
playing football, she turned her
passion for the game to coaching
and at just 16 took a team of under
10 girls from beginners to cup
finalists in their first season with
Kidderminster Lions FC.

‘Passionate and caring’

Parents of the young players
were quick to nominate her for the
Volunteer of the Year award for her
ability, passion and caring nature
in supporting the girls and now, as
successful ulls, their parents again
nominated her for her coaching,
leadership and being an influential
role model.

Grace, who has also taught foot-

A MAN was arrested on suspicion of electric
vehicle cable theft following a police pursuit
in Kidderminster.

Acting on intelligence, officers from West
Mercia Police’s Operational Policing Unit
(OPU) followed a suspected stolen car
around 11pm last Wednesday.

The black Renault Megane failed to stop
for police and a pursuit was authorised.

Just before 1am last Thursday morn-
ing, OPU deployed a stinger successfully,
however the car attempted to continue at
speed.

Officers then used a TPAC (Tactical

Pursuit and Containment) manoeuvre to
box the vehicle in and successfully bring it
to a halt.

One man, believed to be the driver, fled
the scene and an investigation has been
launched to find him.

The other person in the car, an 18-year-
old man, was arrested on suspicion of theft
of EV cables and has been bailed while
enquiries continue.

No-one was injured during the incident,
and the black Renault was seized as part of
the investigation.

ball to year sevens at Baxter College
and to local Brownies, where she is
a young leader, hopes to be able to
stay with her Lions team whilst at
university, describing them as ‘like
a family’.

She said: “It was so nice to be
nominated by the parents and to
win the volunteer award and now
this, which is a much bigger cat-
egory, will really help me.

“The awards’ ceremony was on
my birthday, making it a very spe-
cial celebration.”

Grace, a talented winger, was
diagnosed with a hip problem whilst
playing for the Harriers and West
Bromwich Academy but, unde-
terred, she jumped at the chance to
start coaching.

‘Amazing achievement’

Liz Spare, sixth form curriculum
and standards lead, said: “To win
two such prestigious awards in suc-
cessive years is amazing and we are
so proud of Grace and all she has
achieved.

“She has been a joy to have as part
of our Baxter family and showed
huge resilience in overcoming the
disappointment of being unable to
continue playing and then discover-
ing her talent for coaching.

“She is the embodiment of the
‘Baxter Way’.

“Grace looks set for a great future
as a star football coach.

“We will follow her progress with
great interest and wish her the very
best.”

Grace Gallagher-Kennett with
her award. s

Toasting 25 years

THE BEWDLEY Town Council Macebearer David
Whale has been recognised for his voluntary
long service at a meeting last week.

David has loyally served the town at many
civic events over the past 25 years.

The Mayor of Bewdley, Coun Nicole Harper,
thanked Dave for his years of service and pre-
sented him with a 25-year pendant to mark the
occasion.

Dave was joined in celebration by civic digni-
taries, past mayors, friends and family.

KIDDERMINSTER

ROOFING SERVICES

* Roof Repairs * New roof installations
* Flat roofs * Lead work

We believe we are Kidderminster's leading
roofing company.

Our family run roofing team have been
providing roofing solutions for over 10 years
' to both residential and
commercial customers in
Kidderminster, Bewdley,
Stourport on Severn,
Worcester and all
surrounding areas.

Call us for a competitive quotation with no obligation 01562 227105
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LEFT - Pete
Smith and

his Highland.
2525001 MMR7

RIGHT - Children
meet alpacas.
2525001 MMR5

Pictures

by
Marcus
Mingins

THOUSANDS of visi-
tors flocked to the annual
Malvern Three Counties
Show for a celebration of
countryside and rural life
last weekend (June 13 to
16).

The action packed festival
entertained over 90,000 visitors
with thousands of animals, food
and drink, countryside shopping,
celebrities and special guests and
much more.

The stars of the show were
the 8,000 animals which were

9

Show’s animal magic

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.
com

showcased through livestock and
horse equine parades. Other ani-
mal based entertainment included
birds of prey, gun dogs, and
sheep shearing competitions.
Family activities included sport-
ing spectacles such as rock climb-
ing, rugby, lacrosse and cricket.
Other activities including cooking
workshops, live music, machin-
ery demonstrations and adven-
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ture sports as well as engaging
workshops on science, technol-
ogy, English and maths.

Rounding out the weekend
of entertainment included high
octane motocross displays, trac-
tor machinery showcases, British
Army parachute display teams
and horse carriage driving.

The festival, at the Three
Counties Showground in Malvern,
attracts nearly 100,000 visitors
every year and is one of the larg-
est livestock and equine shows in
England.
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&3million plan for Brinton Park
to bring new pavilion and more

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

WORK has started on a
&3million plan to improve
Kidderminster’s Brinton
Park.

The project, which is funded
by $£2.4million from the National
Lottery Heritage Fund and £460,000
from Wyre Forest District Council’s
Evergreen Fund, will enhance facili-
ties, protect local wildlife, and cel-
ebrate the park’s rich heritage.

The Sons of Rest Pavilion is a key
part of the project. Due to serious
structural problems, the building

will need to be demolished and
rebuilt.

The new building will reflect the
historic character of the original
pavilion while offering improved
community facilities including a
new cafe space, terrace, ornamental
pond and landscaping.

‘Work has now started on the con-
struction of an artificial badger sett,

which will relocate badgers already
living in the park, a factor that has
caused delays to the project. This
will allow work on the Sons of Rest
Pavilion to begin in the Summer.
Coun Tracey Onslow, Wyre
Forest District Council’'s Cabinet
Member for Culture, Leisure, Arts
and Community Safety said: “It is
great to see that work is already

underway at Brinton Park.

“This first stage is vital work
which needs to be completed to
both protect local wildlife and allow
us to move ahead with the main
improvements in the park.”

Visit: brintonpark.com for more
on Brinton Park, the proposals and
the latest updates.

Premier League Primary Stars Holy Trinity turn out for Harriers in final

represented Harriers in the nation-
al final after winning the qualify-
ing tournament at West Bromwich
Albion earlier this year.

Some 20 schools took part in
the Premier League Primary Stars
national final at Molineux.

Holy Trinity played against
schools representing Liverpool,
Brighton and Hove Albion, Brentford
and Huddersfield Town.

The pupils experienced walking
out of the tunnel onto the pitch
and had their photo taken with the
Premier League trophy in the home
dressing room.

Kidderminster Harriers commu-
nity trust coach, Becky Butler, said:
“The girls have done so well to get
through the national final.

“As a club we are proud of how
the girls conducted themselves
throughout the day.

“They should be proud of them-

Holy Trinity School represented Kidderminster Harriers at Molineux.
Picture courtesy of Kidderminster Harriers FC.

A SCHOOL from Kidderminster
represented Kidderminster Harriers
at the Premier League Primary
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THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Stars under-11 national girls final
at Wolverhampton Wanderers.
Pupils from Holy Trinity School

Holy Trinity School pupils stand with the Premier League trophy.
Picture courtesy of Kidderminster Harriers FC.

Bringing over 125 years of experience to Kidderminster (Serving surrounding areas)

Since 1900 The Gaunt family have been providing a
first-class Funeral Service. For a full non-obligational quote, please

speak to one of our Funeral Directors
in Kidderminster on 01562 541 062

or in Stourport on 01299 879 090
or email
info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

We are multi award winning Funeral Directors and
have Funeral Homes in and around
the Black Country area.

In Summer 2023 we proudly opened our brand new
Funeral Home and bring with us expertise, care and
dedication to offer Funeral Services in
Kidderminster, Hartlebury, Stourport, Bewdley,
and surrounding areas.

FUNERAL HOMES®

1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road Kidderminster, DY10 1JR. T: 01562 541062
E: info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk W: www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk
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Merleen made MBE for voluntary
work helping the county’s deaf

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.
com

A WORCESTERSHIRE based
hospital volunteer has landed
one of the highest Royal hon-
ours for her services to the
deaf and hearing impaired
community across the coun-

Merleen Watson, who volunteers
with Worcestershire Acute Hospitals
NHS Trust, will be bestowed an MBE
in the King’s Birthday Honours list.

The volunteer, who has been a
member of the Public and Patient
Forum at the Trust since November
2023, has been recognised for her
outstanding work to improve deaf
awareness at the county’s hospitals,
as well as her valuable work with
several other organisations and
charities, over the last 15 years.

Her continued work at the
Trust helps to ensure the needs
of hearing-impaired patients, staff
and volunteers at the Alexandra,
Kidderminster and Worcestershire
Royal Hospitals are met, as well
as helping the Trust to meet the
requirements of the Accessible
Information Standard.

Merleen also works as a peer
support volunteer at Hearing Link
and as a speaker for Hearing Dogs
alongside her ‘outstanding and bril-
liant’ pooches — previously Grace

and now Zyla.

Since 2011 they have given and
been involved in over 550 talks
and activities, raised more than
£90,000 and spread the word about
Hearing Dogs and Hearing Link to
more than 15,000 people.

Between them, Grace and Zyla
have encouraged the sponsorship
of over 110 puppies, each trained
to enable their recipient to be the
very best version of themselves that
they can be.

Merleen also remains com-
mitted to maintaining her links
with Wychavon District Council,
Healthwatch Worcestershire,
Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust, and Sensory
Matters to directly support their
hearing impairment and British Sign
Language service users and clients.
She also supports Silverstone F1
Circuit and Museum to better sup-
port hearing impaired staff and
visitors, and continue to challenge
non-compliance of the Equality
Act 2010 for reasonable adjust-
ments for all those with hearing
impairment and access issues for
Assistance Dogs.

Merleen, who started volunteering
following early retirement when her
own deteriorating hearing impair-
ment proved too challenging in her
work as a senior education officer,
said she was stunned when the
letter informing her of her honour
dropped through the letterbox.

She added: “I have only been

Merleen Watson
MBE and her hear-

able to raise awareness, challenge,
and hold people or organisations
to account because of all the folk
— including my husband Paul, my
audiologist Tom Dixon, and the
colleagues across the organisations
I work with - who have encouraged,
shared, challenged, supported, and

helped me over the years. To all of

you, a heartfelt thank you — this rec-
ognition is for all of you as well.

. Hearing Link
Peer Support Volunteer

. 2

“There is still so much to do, par-
ticularly in the promotion of assis-
tive technology to enhance commu-
nication in everyday situations; to
encourage hearing-impaired people
to get support for their hearing loss
to avoid devastating health issues in
later life; and encourage everyone
who has a hearing aid to wear it,
to enable them to reconnect with
life.”

()

Sarah Shingler, chief nursing
officer at the hospital trust champi-
oned Merleen as an ‘ambassador of
positive change’.

She added: “I would like to thank
her for her continued focus on
improving accessibility in our hos-
pitals. Volunteers can be unsung
heroes and I was so pleased to find
out Merleen has been awarded this
recognition.”

A/lbion Lodge

Retige

We are a family

the care we provide is very much based

run establishment and

on the ethos that we look after people
as if they are part of our own family.

Offering individualised care, we aim to
maintain independence whilst providing

support.

Please feel free to contact us for an

informal chat about what we can offer

What we offer

Two lifts

24-hour care

Period property
Village setting

Two acres of lawns
Special baths

Disabled access vehicle

Respite rooms pre-bookable

nspected and rated

CareQuality
Commission

Albion Lodge Retirement Home, Hanley Swan, Worestershire, WR8 ODN Tel: 01684 310626

Email: info@albionlodge.co.uk www.albionlodge.co.uk
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King’s honours
for the county

TEN Worcestershire residents have
been recognised in the King’s Birthday
Honours list for 2025.

Worcestershire’s dedication to sporting
excellence, rural heritage, and exceptional
community service has been honoured in the
prestigious list.

Ten outstanding individuals from the coun-
ty have been acknowledged for their contribu-
tions across various sectors, celebrating their
dedication and impact.

The Lord-Lieutenant
of Worcestershire, Mrs
Beatrice Grant, sent her
congratulations to all
being recognised.

She said, “It is wonderful
to see ten members of our
community honoured for
their outstanding contri-
butions to public life and
their unwavering dedica-
tion to helping others.

“I extend my heartfelt
congratulations and deepest gratitude to each
of them for their invaluable service to society
and to our county.”

Recipient of an MBE for services to sus-
tainable floristry, Shane Connolly, from the
Malvern Hills district, is a sustainable floral
designer and florist who arranged the British
grown flowers at Their Majesties coronation.

She said: “I am deeply honoured to be
awarded an MBE in The King’s Birthday
Honours. Sustainable Floristry is something I
am passionate about and this award brings it
into even greater focus.

Both The King and The Queen have been
supporters of British Grown, seasonal flow-

ers for many years and that encourages us all
enormously.”

Recipient of a BEM for services to environ-
mental education, Karen Blanchfield, from
Stourport, has been recognised her work
founding the Little Litter Warriors, a project
providing schools with litter picking work-
shops and adctivities to help children learn
about the environmental damage of litter
across the county.

She said: “I'm truly hon-
oured and humbled to be
receiving this award, and
to receive this recognition
L for something I care so
much about is amazing.

“I'm really passion-
ate about helping our
Worcestershire com-
munities in particular,
the younger generation
to learn about litter and
about keeping the world
we live in clean and tidy,
both now and in the future.”

Among the other recipients are Melanie
Clarke OBE (services to road networks),
Hannah Sidaway OBE (services to law and
order), Steven Davies MBE (services to sport),
Geoffrey Sansome MBE (services to farming
and voluntary sector), Merleen Watson MBE
(services to deaf and hard of hearing com-
munity), Richard Hayhow BEM (services to
young people with learning disabilities and
artists), Patricia Neal BEM (services to grass
roots netball) and Jane Poynder BEM (serv-
ices to sport).

Visit https://www.gov.uk/honours for more
information.

Sonja
Sinclair-
Elechi, who
has worked
for HWFRS
for 30 years,
has been
awarded
the King’s
Fire Service
Medal for
Distinguished
Service.
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Sonja’s long service recognised

A LONG-SERVING member of the support
staff at Hereford and Worcester Fire and
Rescue Service (HWFRS) has been rec-
ognised in the King’s Birthday Honours.

Sonja Sinclair-Elechi, who has worked
for HWFRS for 30 years, has been award-
ed the King’s Fire Service Medal for
Distinguished Service.

She joined HWFRS in June 1995 in an
administrative capacity but in 2005 she
spearheaded the formation of a Critical
Incident Support Team (CIST) to provide
a professional debriefing and trauma sup-
port after high-impact events.

Now, 20 years on, she manages, along
with two co-ordinators, a team of 29 pro-
fessionals, and in 2018, she established
the Welfare Team, supporting colleagues

facing stress, anxiety and a host of well-
being challenges.

Sonja said: “I am truly humbled and
deeply honoured to receive the KFSM.

“Knowing that those who nominated
me believed | was deserving of such rec-
ognition is both touching and inspiring.

“| feel incredibly blessed.”

Chief Fire Officer Jon Pryce, who also
holds the King’s Fire Service Medal said:
“I am immensely proud that Sonja has
been recognised.

“Sonja has for many years developed
and overseen HWFRS’s welfare, staff
support and counselling team, much of
it in her own time, as well as working full-
time in our payroll dept for 30 years.”

Forestry England

100 YEARS

of Wyre Forest

Come and celebrate with us.
As we mark our centenary, we invite you to
join us in celebrating this incredible journey.

Throughout the year, we have an exciting
lineup of events, including a Wyre Waggy
Dog Day, family craft sessions, wildlife
walks, and much more.

For more information:

Ei Wyre Forest
0300 067 4935

- | - [ g

restryengland.uk
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The national competition where
even the winners were crylng

The National Town Crier Champion for 2025, Jeremy Holland from
Cinderford. s

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.
com

A FIERCELY competitive
battle of Town Criers from
across the nation was host-
ed in Bromsgrove over the
weekend as the town’s crier
celebrated a momentous per-
sonal milestone.

The National Town Crier
Championship, hosted by
Bromsgrove’s ever present crier
Kevin Ward, welcomed 25 criers
from across the UK and even one
from Australia on Saturday (June
14) to battle it out for a trophy.

Following a procession of all the
competitors, joined by the Bailiff
and members of the Bromsgrove
Court Leet, the first cry “My Home
Town” was heard in Bromsgrove
High Street.

Each competitor then performed
two rounds of cries, one of which
had to focus on their own home
town. The cries were heard by
many onlookers and scored by
seven judges.

There was a break for lunch
where Criers mingled with shop-
pers and enjoyed lunch at a café or
restaurant of their choice, thanks to
sponsorship from the Bromsgrove
Society.

After lunch it was all aboard
a vintage Midland Red bus cour-

The 25 town criers who descended on Bromsgrove for the his-

toric annual championship. s

tesy of the Transport Museum at
‘Wiythall for a journey to Avoncroft
Museum.

Onthe steps at the back of Guesten
Hall, overlooking the site, the sec-
ond round of the Championship
was held. The cry was titled “Why
Visit Museums?”

At b5pm, the winners were
announced and the trophies handed
out, with local dignitaries present to
hand out the awards.

The Carole Williams Trophy for
the Best Ambassador was award-
ed by chairman of Bromsgrove
Councillor Samuel Evans to Studley
Town Crier, Adrian Smith.

Town Crier Paul Gough, from
Nuneaton and Bedworth, presented
the trophy to the Championship in
memory of his late partner Carole
‘Williams, who has also been a town
crier.

MP for Bromsgrove, Bradley
Thomas handed out trophies for the
best four criers - judged based on
accuracy, clarity, content, diction,

inflection and volume.

The National Champion was
crowned as Jeremy Holland from
Cinderford, with John Criffiths from
Sleaford in second place and Mark
Wylie from Calne in third.

The Bob Walker trophy for the
best placed crier who hasn’t won
a Guild Competition before, was
awarded to Judy Campbell from
Echuca Moama, Australia.

Other awards were given for best
dressed crier, best dressed couple,
and best dressed consort.

Event host and Bromsgrove's
Town Crier for the past 40 years,
Kevin Ward presented thank you
gifts to the judges and his organis-
ing team.

He said: “What a stunningly suc-
cessful championship we had and
it’s all down to the help, support
and hard work of the organising
team and judges.”

Visit www.facebook.com/
TownCriersCompBromsgrove for
more information.

*7Ae New

WESTON-SUPER—MARE
FANTASTIC FIVE DAY BREAKS

**Four Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast
**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment

**Qptional Coach Pick Up
Monday 4th Aug - Friday 8th Aug
Monday 11th Aug - Friday 15th Aug
Monday 25th Aug - Friday 29th Aug
Monday 8th Sept - Friday 12th Sept
Monday 29th Sept - Friday 3rd Oct
Monday 6th Oct - Friday 10th Oct
Monday 20th Oct - Friday 24th Oct

Was £345 NOW £295pp
Was £345 NOW £295pp
Was £345 NOW £295pp
Was £335 NOW £285pp
Was £329 NOW £279pp
Was £325 NOW £265pp
Was £325 NOW £265pp
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To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk

Amazing
Offers

Up To
25%
Off

FANTASTIC WEEKEND HOLIDAYS

**Three Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast
**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment
**Optional Coach Pick Up **FREE BAR 6pm-10pm

Friday 4th July - Monday 7th July
Friday 18th July - Monday 21st July
Friday 1st Aug - Monday 4th Aug
Friday 8th Aug - Monday 11th Aug
Friday 22nd Aug - Monday 25th Aug
Friday 29th Aug - Monday 1st Sept
Friday 5th Sept - Monday 8th Sept

Was £315 NOW £265pp
Was £319 NOW £269pp
Was £319 NOW £269pp
Was £319 NOW £269pp
Was £329 NOW £279pp
Was £329 NOW £269pp
Was £329 NOW £269pp
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It’s good to talk
on this bench

A ‘HAPPY to Chat’ bench
has been installed at the
Kidderminster Hospital
and Treatment Centre.

Inspired by the national
‘Happy to Chat’ scheme, the
bench offers a space for com-
panionship.

Local resident Heather
Prangley led the plans for the
installation ofthebenchincon-
Jjunction with Worcestershire
Acute Hospitals Charity and

Kidderminster Specsavers
Manufacturing and
Distribution Team, which
kindly sponsored it.

The bench, situated outside
of the Minor Injuries Unit,
provides a welcoming space
for the community offering
a moment for respite and
of course a space to chat.
The bench is positioned in
the hospital grounds as a
space for everyone to use, be
it hospital staff, patients or
visitors.

Heather, who holds the
British Citizen Award for
her community work, said
it was very generous of
Kidderminster Specsavers
Manufacturing and
Distribution Team to sponsor
the bench.

“The aim of a designated
bench is to let the commu-
nity know that anyone sitting

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Staff from Worcestershire Acute Hospitals Charity
and Kidderminster Specsavers.

there is happy to start a con-
versation.

“May those who sit on this
new bench make a connec-
tion which helps their mental
wellbeing and may it also fos-
ter community interactions”.

Rachel Baldwin, opera-
tions manager for Specsavers
Kidderminster Distributions
site added they were commit-
ted to supporting the local
community and were proud
to provide this ‘Happy to
Chat’ bench to Kidderminster
Hospital and Treatment
Centre.

“Mental health matters,
and sometimes, a simple con-
versation can make all the

difference.

“Don’t sit in silence.”

Sue Hayes, hospi-
tal engagement officer

for Worcestershire Acute
Hospitals Charity, said: “As
a charity we understand the
benefits of ensuring spaces
are available for our patients,
communities, staff and visi-
tors to have room for rest,
reflection and connection.

“We hope a ‘Happy to
Chat’ bench within our hos-
pital grounds will help the
surrounding community to
feel further connected to
their local hospital and each
other.”
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Coun Vicky Caulfield donated £300 to the Incredible Edible Kidderminster commu-
nity project which sees food grown sustainably. s

New project provides food for thought

A KIDDERMINSTER councillor has provided
£300 for the town’s Incredible Edible Project
which promotes sustainable community-led
food growing in public spaces.

The funding was presented by Coun
Vicky Caulfield, who represents the Green
Party in Blakebrook and Habberley South,
via her ward grant.

The cash will go towards the installation
of three new planters, each showcasing
vibrant vegetable displays, along with infor-
mational signs to engage and educate the
public.

These planters will not only brighten up
the local area but also offer residents the
opportunity to connect with nature, learn
about growing food, and enjoy fresh pro-
duce.

Coun Caulfield said: “Incredible Edible
is a growing movement across the country
and one Kate Spohrer from WFGA and |
wanted to bring to Kidderminster.

“I've heard from many local groups who
are already growing food and wanted to
build on that to provide free, healthy food

across the town.

“Please help yourself to any produce you
see in the planters.

“We are looking for more groups and
businesses to be involved in this initiative,
so do get in touch.

“I'm very pleased that Twigs and the town
council have been able to give their sup-
port to the project and get Incredible Edible
Kidderminster officially started as part of
SustFest.”

The Plants were provided by Twigs
(The Emily Jordan Foundation) and will
be watered by Kidderminster BID which is
working in partnership with Kidderminster
Town Council.

The planters will be located in visible,
accessible spots within the town, encourag-
ing passers-by to interact with the displays
and learn more about the benefits of local
food growing.

The grant reflects ongoing efforts to fos-
ter greener, more resilient neighbourhoods
through small but meaningful investments
in grassroots community projects.

@ The Will Partners

Over 30 years' experience in
the Will writing business

Wills, Trusts & Power

of Attorney
OR

Free review of your

existing Will

® Protect your home and
everything that you have worked
hard for...

e Friendly and experienced local
people
e Free Home Visit

Call us Today

01527 877313

Email: hello@thewillpartners.co.uk

www.thewillpartners.co.uk
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Moving ‘Remember Our River’
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event gets celebrlty s backing

The coffin of Hope in Jubilee Gardens. s

MORE than 250 processed
through Bewdley on Sunday
as part of the Campaign

Against River Pollution
(CARP).

The group walked in silence and
behind a coffin to ‘mourn the death
of the river’ which they say had
been killed by a toxic mixture of
sewage and agricultural pollution.
Among them were the Red Rebels -
an international performance activ-
ist troupe dedicated to illuminating
the global environmental crisis.

The Remember Our River event,
part of Wyre Forest SustFest, also
saw many more people join the
procession as it reached Jubilee
Gardens, sharing a positive mes-

sage of hope that ‘by working
together, the situation could be
made better’.

A service was conducted by local
rector, Mel Beynon, accompanied
by Wyre Forest Climate Choir.

Celebrity support

Local celebrity and supporter of
CARP, Robert Plant, who lives close
to the river, also turned out.

He said: ‘If you sit on the river
bank, I challenge you to see a fish
jumping, feeding.

“We can’t stand by and watch this
happen. It can’t be ignored.

‘:}t‘s time that we all pull togeth-
er.

CARP said it was exactly the mes-

sage it wanted to convey.

Dee Edwards, Chair of CARP,
added: “We have to build on today.

“We need more volunteers to
become River Stewards - to look
after a stretch of the river and
report pollution to us, people to
actively get involved in campaign-
ing and writing to our MP, Severn
Trent and the Environment Agency
to demand change.

“This is the river that has existed
well before Bewdley town grew to
the town it is today.

“It brings in tourists, walkers,
anglers, nature lovers.

“We want to protect and rejuve-
nate it.”

Robert Plant with CARP
Steering Group members, Dee
Edwards , Janice Bell and
Trevor Ponman. s

The Red Rebels and a single drummer led the procession, fol-
lowed by Rector Mel Beynon and the Coffin of Hope. s

Can you help?

CARP is a group of volunteers
and to carry on this important work
it also need donations to help with
more chemical testing kits and cam-
paign events like the ‘Remember
Our River’ one.

Anyone interested in joining CARP
should email: severncarpl23@
gmail.com or search for: ‘CARP
Group - Communities Against River
Pollution’ on Facebook.

The next big public CARP event
will be on September 28 to cel-

ebrate World Rivers Day.

Dee added: “CARP organisers are
also celebrating this week’s high
court ruling preventing Shropshire
Council’s planning permission for a
230,000-bird intensive poultry unit
near two protected wetland sites
and a mile from the banks of the
Severn.

“This will help to protect our
river from becoming another River
Wye.”

Representatives from River Action
- which brought the case - were
among those supporting CARP on
Sunday.

»?jll a¥Le1

Malvern Goldsmiths, 28-30

K rIne

Belle Vue Terrace, Malvern, WR14 4PZ

Quarter Jewellery (The most reasonable
jewellers in Worcester) has now been
open for 18 years, | have always
endeavoured to run the shop as jewellers
were run when | started in the jewellery
trade 59 years ago. Five years ago we
were lucky enough to acquire the lease
of 28, Belle Vue Terrace, Great Malvern a
beautifully fitted Victorian pharmacy, now
reborn as Malvern Goldsmiths

We have a large range of new, antique
and second hand jewellery in both shops.

Having had factories in both Birmingham
Jewellery Quarter and Asia, we are able to
make diamond rings, pendants and
earrings, all of them priced to be able
to beat “High Street multiples”
and internet sellers.

We value for Insurance, probate and
sale between parties.

We are always happy to offer for your
unwanted jewellery etc, this service is
free, If you have a jewellery problem,
we are happy to advise without
any obligation.

Quarter Jewellery, 27 The Shambles,

Worcester, WR1 2RA
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**NOW AVAILABLE*+

Refresh your kitchen 4! MONTHS

with a Simple but INTEREST FREE CRED|T

ENJOY YOUR LUXURY KITCHEN NOW - pay LATER

stunning makeover &

Subject to status, terms and
conditions apply.

Joe’s Doors can transform your kitchen by replacing
doors, panels and trims. Choose from a wide range of
kitchen styles for a cost-effective, fuss-free service that
can be completed in under two days... and best of all
you don’'t even need to empty the cupboards!

Enjoy your stunning kitchen makeover now and pay
later with our 24 months interest-free credit. Book
today for a quick, beautiful kitchen makeover.

v/ No need to empty cupboards —= = ~
v/ No mess, no fuss [

v/ Most fitted in a day ‘l

v Made to measure

AS SEENONTV « PROUDLY MADEIN THEUK « FAMILY RUN BUSINESS -

Transform your worktops with Quartzize stone overlays

Why replace your worktops when this unique quartz
overlay simply fits over your existing surface.
Here are some of the amazing benefits:

* Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

« Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.
« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.
» Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

(QUARTZIZE I « Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

*Limited pericd promofional voucher. T and C's apply.

FITS OVER YOUR FULLY FITTED
EXISTING WORKTOP NATIONWIDE
Just three simple steps to transform your existing kitchen: ok A ok ok ok k ********
JUNE BONUS
You choose from our range We'll book a date to [ e

We take some
measurements... of doors and worktops... transform your kitchen.

< ' @ CHOICE OF
| COLOURS

FREE SINK

WORTH OVER £229°

01562 610289 - joesdoors.co.uk Fsant s vouhertour Homeconstat

on the day of your Quartzize survey.

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 92.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience.
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Chewsing to
clean streets

WYRE FOREST District
Council has been awarded a
£27,500 grant to tackle the
sticky issue of chewing gum
blighting local streets.

The cash has come from the
Chewing Gum Task Force, which is
administered by environmental char-
ity Keep Britain Tidy.

The council is one of 52 across the
country which successfully applied
for funds to clean gum off pavements
and prevent future littering.

Established by Defra (Department
for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs) and run by environmen-
tal charity Keep Britain Tidy, the
Chewing Gum Task Force Grant
Scheme is open to councils across
the UK wishing to clean up gum in
their local areas and invest in long-
term behaviour change to prevent
gum from being dropped in the first
place.

The task force is funded by major
gum manufacturers including Mars
‘Wrigley and Perfetti Van Melle, with
an investment of up to $£10million
spread over five years.

Monitoring and evaluation carried
out by Behaviour Change — a not-for-
profit social enterprise - has shown
areas which received funding in the
first and second years of the scheme
saw gum littering reduce by up to
80 per cent in the first two months.
Further reductions were observed six
months after targeted street clean-
ing and the installation off specially

designed signs encouraging people
to ‘bin their gum’.

Coun Ben Brookes, Wyre Forest
District Council’s Cabinet Member
for Operational Services, said: “We're
really pleased to have been awarded
this funding — nobody likes seeing
gum stuck all over our streets.

“This grant means we can get
to work cleaning it up and, just as
importantly, help remind people to
bin their gum rather than drop it.

“It’s a small change in behaviour
that makes a big difference to how
our district looks and feels.”

Estimates suggest the annual
clean-up of chewing gum costs coun-
cils across the UK around &7million
and, according to Keep Britain Tidy,
around 77 per cent of England’s
streets and 99 per cent of retail sites
are stained with gum.

In its third year the Task Force
awarded 54 councils grants worth
a total of £1.585 million, helping
clean an estimated 500,000m2 of
pavements.

Allison Ogden-Newton OBE, Keep
Britain Tidy’s chief executive, said:
“Chewing gum continues to be an
unsightly form of litter in our pub-
lic spaces — though thankfully the
scheme is leading to significant
reductions.

“People need to remember that
disposing irresponsibly of their gum
causes harm to our environment as it
takes years to decompose naturally
— and, ultimately, costs the public
purse to clean it up.”

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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The sea lions had a beautifully sculpted ice cake, filled with fish. Picture by Matthew Lissimore. s

Having an ice time during the heatwave

ANIMALS big and small at West Midlands Safari
Park in Bewdley have been treated to specially
designed creature-friendly ice lollies to help them
keep cool during the current heatwave.

As temperatures soar, keepers have been busy
making frozen treats for the animals in their care, by
suspending the animals’ favourite foods in ice.

Tiny blueberry and apple ice blocks were made
for the minuscule meerkats and the larger African
elephants had huge fruit, vegetables and browse
ice lollies, moulded using large buckets.

For the California sea lions, their ice treat also
doubled as a birthday cake for Callum, who turned
19-years-old on Tuesday.

Callum enjoyed pushing the ice cake into the
water and playing with it, before sharing it with his
friends Jack and Bounty.

Keepers always keep a watchful eye over the
animals in extreme weather, but when it's hot they
have other crafty ways of keeping the animals cool,
such as sprinkler sessions, creating wet spots of
sand and ensuring all of the pools and mud wallows
are topped up.

Discovery Trail Keeper, Jenny Garde, said: “As
animal keepers, it is important we ensure the
animals in our care stay comfortable during hot
weather spells.

“One of the ways we do this is by providing them
with frozen enrichment.

“The frozen treats not only provide the animals
with cool relief but also stimulate their brains as
they have to work out how to get to the suspended
delights inside. Just like with us humans, they
always go down a treat.”

6‘0/ * %k Kk %k ‘ Trustpilot
 vioiidays ' By Coach from Kidderminster, Stourport

ABBA VOYAGE

%

o

GREAT LITTLE TRAINS

Reader Travel

LIVE IN LONDON

Departing Sun 26 Oct ‘25

Have you always wanted to experience the magic of an

ABBA concert? Well now is your chance to say Thank You

for the Music! Join us at the ABBA Arena for the incredible

ABBA Voyage; where the global pop icons appear on stage as

digital avatars brought to life.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

v Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena with coach transfers
(dancefloor, standing)

¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Upgrade to a seated ticket for £30pp

2 Days by Coach on@ £249

Single Supplement £60

For more information, or to book, please call

e

or visit us online at

e 0sG justgoholidays.com/OSG

OF NORTH WALES & PORTMEIRION
Departing Mon 11 Aug ‘25

Enjoy a visit to the unique, Italianate village of Portmeirion
and discover the historic railways and meandering tramways
of North Wales on this fantastic five-day break, based in
Llandudno, the ‘Queen of the Welsh Resorts’.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

V' 4 nights at the Chatsworth House Hotel, Llandudno (JG3 rating) with
dinner & breakfast

v Entertainment some evenings

v Heritage journeys on the Welsh Highland Railway,
Great Orme Tramway & Ffestiniog Railway

v/ Free time in Llandudno

v/ Excursions to Caernarfon & Portmeirion

5 Days by Coach om@ £529

Single Supplement £75

HOLY ISLAND & ALNWICK CASTLE
Departing Mon 25 Aug 25

Explore the very best Northumberland has to offer on this
captivating break! Enjoy excursions to the famous Roman site,
Hadrian’s Wall and the unique Holy Island of Lindisfarne, two
of the most significant and unspoilt sights in the UK.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Kidderminster, Stourport

¢/ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Newcastle (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

v/ Guided tour of Hadrian’s Wall

¢/ Excursions to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne, Alnwick Castle,
Hadrian’s Wall & Chesters Fort

Optional excursion to Durham (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach OVL@ £449

Single Supplement £125

H justgohols

1 the
person, ba
prices may fluctuate.
date fictel, ar

Thes2 packagas are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & conditions. Coac b
H: Travel Orgar

BESTCOMPANY |
-

Jed Travel Org
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MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!

Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!
Suites - Sofas - Beds - Mattresses - Recliners - Oak Furniture - Accent Chairs - Dining Sets - Wardrobes
- Chests & more!

Big brand names at unbeatable prices:
DFS - Tetrad - La-Z-Boy - Parker Knoll - Sofology - Furniture Village - (Cancelled Orders - Ex-Display - Clearance Stock)
SAVE UP TO 60% OFF! - Extra Savings
* Spend £500 - Save 5% °* Spend £1,000 - Save 10%
Bring this advert with you to claim your discount.

* No reasonable offer refused - all stock must go * Free delivery & installation
* Huge clearance warehouse selection

T’s & C’s apply - Visit today before it’s gone!

SPEND LESS

—

)L
SAVE BIG

SUITES BEDS. Ding nﬂL\«

BROMSGROVE’'S

D AKLANDS

FURNITURE

Oaklands Furniture Open 7 Days a Week: oo P 547 anips

Units 34-35, Aston Fields Trading Park * Monday to Friday: 8am -5pm | § IOV T

 Saturday: 10am - 5pm
Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW . Sundayy:-ﬂ)am -4p’:n

www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk Follow us on:
Facebook: @OaklandsFurniture

Tel: 01527 872202 Instagram: @oaklandsfurniture
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Record scheme
is huge success

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivant-
media.com

A NEW electronic
patient record (EPR)
system called Rio has
successfully launched
across Worcestershire
Health and Care NHS
Trust.

The project aims to trans-
form care delivery across the
trust’s sites, as the EPR sys-
tem connects multiple sys-
tems into one, where staff
can access patients’ health
and care information quickly
and securely.

Lisa Yates, the trust’s direc-
tor of digital and chief infor-
mation officer, said: “Initial
feedback from staff has been
very positive and it is already
helping us transform care
delivery for both patients and
staff.

“While we are still in the
early stages, we are really
excited to see what other
opportunities this project
brings in future.”

The new system is part of a
plan to streamline workflows
across the organisation,
reducing the administrative
burden for staff and enhanc-
ing patient experiences.

The launch has also been
welcomed by NHS England’s
Transformation Directorate,
who champion how digital
innovation can support bet-
ter, safer care.

NHS England’s Director
of Digital Transformation
Dermot Ryan said: “The major
upgrade of the Electronic
Patient Record (EPR) sys-
tem at Herefordshire and
Worcestershire Health and
Care NHS Trust marks a sig-
nificant achievement.

“By integrating multiple
systems into one unified
platform, this project pro-
vides the potential to boost

productivity by streamlining
workflows, reducing adminis-
trative tasks, and improving
data accessibility.

“It also sets the digital foun-
dations for many innovative
technologies which will fur-
ther support clinical practice
and enhance patient care.

“The encouraging feedback
already received by the trust
demonstrates the immediate
impact and signals the begin-
ning of much more benefits
realisation to come.”

Staff from the Older Adult
Mental Health Services in
Kidderminster. s

-~
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There is around 5,000km worth of grass to trim across the county. s

Staying trim during the summer

WITH THE summer months upon us,
Worcestershire’s grass cutting programme
is now under way.

Worcestershire County Council’s team
has 5,000km of grass to trim.

There are 6million metres squared of rural
verges and over 320,000metres squared of
central reservations along its roads.

The cutting regime helps to keep roads
visible for motorists but also provides a safe
space for wildlife too.

Worcestershire County Council cuts less
grass to make areas more friendly and pro-
tected for pollinators, however some cutting
is still necessary.

At Junctions where visibility is required,
grass is cut back to the full extent, whereas
parallel to the road, grass will only be cut
back one or two metres, leaving significant
uncut areas available for wildlife.

Coun Karl Perks, Worcestershire
County Council’s Cabinet Member with
Responsibility for Highways and Transport,
said: “Although our main priority when cut-
ting roadside verges is to ensure the safety
of road users, it's important we can also
support the county’s pollinator popula-
tions.

“During the summer months, the road-
sides grow very quickly, and we have a
statutory duty to maintain them and to
make sure the road network is safe.

“However, the changes implemented in
recent years have seen significant improve-
ment to biodiversity opportunities on our
network.”

Worcestershire County Council prides
itself on being pollinator friendly and active-
ly works to promote the protection of pol-
linating insects and their habitat.

Dual carriageway verges offer important
linear networks for pollinators, known as
‘Bee Lines’.

Reduced cutting of the central reserva-
tions has now created connections between
previously isolated areas of ecological inter-
est.

There are 46 Roadside Verge Nature
Reserves designated for rare or special
species and habitats across the county and
all sites now receive a bespoke approach
to ensure protected or rare species are fully
considered when it comes to maintenance.

Anyone who wants to report a grass-
cutting issue should visit: worcestershire.
gov.uk/reportit to report it.

H

HAMBERLEY

CARE HO

ES

LIVE WELL THIS SUMMER AT
COFTON PARK MANOR
LUXURY CARE HOME

Enjoy garden strolls, afternoon teas, and a summer of

comfort with new friends. Schedule a private tour today,

and learn more about our all-inclusive* package:

0121 826 3214 | enquiries@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk

COFTON PARK MANOR
466 lickey Road, Cofton Hackett B45 8UU

www.hamberleycarehomes.co.uk

*Terms and conditions apply.
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More drug users sticking
to their rehab programmes

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A TREATMENT pro-
gramme for drug users in
Worcestershire has seen
more than double the number
of former offenders continue
their treatment when they
have left prison.

Many people who find themselves
in that situation receive treatment
while they are serving time but
struggle to stick to their programme
when they are released.

The Continuity of Care programme
aims to stop this happening by sup-
porting individuals to continue with
this structured treatment so, when
they are released, they still actively
taking part in the programme back
in the community.

The Safer ~ Worcestershire
Partnership, which runs the
scheme, includes Public Health
in Worcestershire and Police
and Crime Commissioner John
Campion.

It has been successful in using
funding from both the Police and
Crime Commissioner (PCC) and
the Office for Health Improvement
and Disparities (OHID) to support
drug and alcohol treatment pro-
vider, Cranstoun.

Forming relationships

\ .
\ . wering People, Empovering

The support workers build up
relationships with drug takers dur-
ing their time in prison, creating
bonds which lead to positive behav-
iours.

Once individuals leave prison,
these relationships continue in the
community meaning the treatment
is more likely to continue.

This turnaround in former offend-
ers continuing with their treat-

ment programme has been recog-
nised by Public Health leaders in
Worcestershire.

Worcestershire County Councillor
Karen May, Cabinet Member for
Health and Wellbeing said: “The
number of people continuing with
their treatment is normally quite
poor but in Worcestershire, we've
seen a rise to 51 per cent.

“This is a massive improvement,

from 25 per cent just a year ago to
more than double in just a few short
months.”

Matt Burke, Cranstoun’s county
manager, who is commissioned to
provide the on-the-ground support
acknowledged this success.

He said: “This is great news. We
know we're making a difference to
people’s lives when they come out
of prison, how much this positively
impacts on the local community.

“Seeing these figures proves it all
the more.”

West Mercia Police and Crime
Commissioner John Campion added,
as the senior officer responsible for
the Combatting Drugs Partnerships,
he was pleased to be working with
partners to tackle drug use.

“It’s important drug users, who
have often been involved in other
crimes, continue to receive support
to integrate back into society and
prevent them from committing fur-
ther offences and causing harm to
communities.

“I hope that, through the Safer
Worcestershire project, we are able
to continue seeing an increase in
the number of people using the
programme.”

The team are now looking for
more ways to ensure the number
of people engaging in community
treatment continues to increase.

Matt Burke from Cranstoun,
the alcohol and drug treatment
for the county. s
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WEST Mercia Police has
announced plans to make
staff cuts to save cash.

The force and its police and
crime commissioner (PCC)
said they ‘had to make sig-
nificant savings and improve
efficiencies’ in a statement
released last week.

While police officer num-
bers are not set to be affect-
ed, other staff will be asked
if they want to reduce their
working hours or take volun-
tary resignation.

A statement from Chief
Constable Richard Cooper
and Police and Crime
Commissioner John
Campion said: “We believe
these measures, along with
a police-staff recruitment
freeze, will help stabilise our
financial position.”

The statement added they
had already made some
redundancies in non-police
officer roles, helping ‘achieve
crucial savings’ with ‘further
reductions necessary’.

To support this, West
Mercia Police is introducing
two voluntary schemes to
minimise the need for further
compulsory redundancies
this year.

The two schemes are a vol-
untary and temporary reduc-
tion in hours scheme, and a
Mutually Agreed Resignation
Scheme (MARS) allowing
staff of either organisation
to voluntarily resign with a
lump sum payment.

Neither organisation
shared details of how many
positions would be affected
or how much money they
needed to save.

THE HEART OF WALES RAMBLER
SATURDAY 9 AUGUST 2025

ENJOY A CIRCULAR RAIL TRIP SCOUTING RURAL WALES
THROUGH ROLLING HILLS AND ISOLATED VILLAGES, WITH A

SHORT BREAK AT SHREWSBURY

Local Joining Stations: Barnt Green and Worcestershire Parkway

ON BOARD FEATURES INCLUDE:

— Reserved seats aligned with the carriage windows
— A printed excursion and journey guide for everyone
— A travelling licensed buffet with refreshments, including
alcoholic and soft drinks
— The Premier Dining service includes: The Great British Breakfast,
Elevenses & Four Course Evening Dinner
— Cheerful, friendly and helpful Pathfinder Stewards!

ple oy

Years of Train Travel
1825-2028

THE HEART OF WALES LINE IS A RAMBLING RAILWAY THAT
TIME HAS FORGOTTEN, A SINGLE TRACK THAT SETS COURSE
FROM THE ONCE DISPUTED BORDERLAND AND MARCHES OF
HEREFORDSHIRE AND SHROPSHIRE, RIGHT ACROSS THE HILLS

AND VALLEYS OF RURAL CENTRAL WALES

Our destination for the day will be the county market town of Shrewsbury.

Fares: Adult Junior Party x4 Here there will be around 90 minutes* to enjoy the town set in
Premier Dining £299 £275 £1156 the loop of the River Severn.

First Class £199 £179 £756

Standard Class £135 £95 £500 A pair of English Electric Class 37 locomotives, courtesy of West Coast Railway

Company, are expected to haul this train throughout.

*Subject to change once confirmed timings are received

WWW.PATHFINDERTOURS.CO.UK

Table for Two seats are available at a supplement of £50 per person in Premier Dining and First Class.

BOOKING OFFICE: 01453 835414 / 834477
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s KIDDERMINSTER

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

KidderminsterBID

Events
Galore

Kidderminster Canal & Food Festival is back! Join us for a
weekend packed with tasty eats, live music, family fun, artisan
market, and riverside drinks. It’s free, it’s fabulous, and it’s one

you won’t want to miss! Soak up the atmosphere, discover
local flavours, and make memories by the water. In
partnership with FAB Food Fest!

% LOVE KIDDERMINSTER FUNDAY

Love Kidderminster Funday is back, bigger, better, and packed
with fun! Enjoy jaw-dropping walkabout acts, interactive
activities, street food, free face painting, a thrilling Dino

Experience, a show-stopping performance by Britain’s Got
Talent stars Boogie Storm, and so much more!

MUSICFEST 2025

Kidderminster Music Festival returns with a weekend of
incredible live music across town! Don't miss Friday’s main
stage with Tinchy Stryder, Sweet Female Attitude, and
Michelle Plathum, and 20+ acts in local venues, including
op local talent like Tanya Tanya, The Dogs, Cantaloup, Chloe

Mogg, Tin Drum, and Cheated England. It's set to be the
town’s biggest music weekend yet!

Stay tuned for updates on the events, which will be unveiled on our event tabs!

(é@( LOCATION: ] KIDDERMINSTERT/C }
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COSTA

COFFEE

Can’t wait
to catch up,

NOW OPEN
TOLLEY WAY, WR9 7HP
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Rail Hub is
still on track

THE MIDLANDS Rail Hub
is a step closer to reality
after receiving confirmation
of financial backing in the
Chancellor’s recent spending
review.

Chancellor Rachel Reeves, deliv-
ering her Comprehensive Spending
Review, announced she was funding
the rail upgrade which will benefit
thousands across the region.

Speaking at the dispatch box, Ms
Reeves said: “I am providing fund-
ing for the Midlands Rail Hub, the
region’s biggest and most ambitious
rail improvement scheme for gen-
erations, strengthening connections
from Birmingham across the West
Midlands and into Wales too.”

Midlands Rail Hub is a§1.75billion
blueprint for faster, better and more
frequent connections across the
region.

Extra trains and seats

The scheme will add up to 300
additional trains and 20million extra
seats on the rail network per day into
or out of Birmingham and provide
faster, more frequent or new rail
links for over 50 locations including
Bromsgrove, Worcester, Droitwich
Spa, Malvern and Redditch.

Richard Parker, Mayor of the
West Midlands, said: “The Midlands
Rail Hub is about more than trains -
it’s about opportunity.

“This investment will unlock thou-

sands of jobs, support new homes
and connect our region to faster,
greener growth.

“It’s a major step forward for
national connectivity and local pros-
perity, and a clear signal that the
Midlands is at the heart of Britain’s
future.”

The Midlands Rail Hub project is
co-sponsored by Midlands Connect,
the Department for Transport and
West Midlands Rail Executive.

Maria  Machancoses, Chief
Executive of Midlands Connect,
said: “This marks a major milestone
in this transformational, nationally
significant project.

“The Midlands Rail Hub is our
flagship scheme, and it is the result
of years of collaboration and deter-
mination by cross-party leaders
from all corners of the Midlands.

“It will deliver a step change for
passengers, for communities and
ultimately for Government’s central
mission of economic growth.

“In this region, we need improved
transport connections, and Midlands
Rail Hub will help make that hap-
pen.

“The project will create new jobs,
improve access to opportunities and
boost growth. It will also provide
tailored apprenticeship schemes,
as well as boosting much-needed
house building.

“We will continue to work with
our mayors, leaders and MPs across
the region to progress the work on
Midlands Rail Hub.

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk
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Bring in the bulldozers - Work has started this week at the site. s

Work begins on revamping gateway site

WORK started this week to transform Worcester's
Shrub Hill Quarter, marking a major milestone for the
county.

Demolition work is being undertaken to reshape
the gateway into a modern, vibrant destination.

The outdated blue corrugated unit and brick tower
on the Shrub Hill Industrial Estate is being removed.

This work, supported by the government’s
Brownfield Land Release Fund, paves the way for
a dynamic new district, delivering much-needed
homes, public spaces, and new jobs.

Coun Alan Amos, Worcestershire County Council’s
cabinet member for business and skills, said: “This
is more than just clearing old buildings, it's about
unlocking a once-in-a-generation opportunity to cre-
ate something extraordinary for Worcester.

“Shrub Hill Quarter will become a place where peo-
ple want to live, work, and spend time.

“This next step brings us closer to a bold new
future for the city.”

The demolition and site clearance will take up to

eight weeks.

For safety, temporary closures of the nearby foot-
path and parts of the road network will be in place.

This includes a closure of the path from the main
entrance of Shrub Hill Industrial Estate to the pedes-
trian crossing, which is also being upgraded as part
of wider public realm improvements.

Clear signage and diversion routes will be in place
to keep disruption to a minimum and businesses in
the area will remain open as usual.

The Shrub Hill Quarter regeneration is being led
by Worcestershire County Council, Worcester City
Council, and the Worcestershire Local Enterprise
Partnership, with a shared vision to breathe new life
into this key area of the city.

When complete, the Shrub Hill Quarter will offer
over 500 new homes, up to 5,000 jobs, attractive
public spaces, and improved transport connections.

Visit www.worcestershire.gov.uk/shrub-hill-quarter-
worcester for more details.

FITSTEPS

What is FitSteps? A Dance

PILATES

BALLET

SILVER SWANS BALLET

fitness class devised b
Strictly dancers lain Waite
and Natalie Lowe and
swimmer Mark Foster. Short
sequences in a fitness format.
Salsa, Waltz, Cha Cha, Samba,
Quickstep, Charleston,
Foxtrot, Jive, Tango etc
All classes Thr £6.50 Pay as you go

Sunday 10am, Monday 11.45am,
Tuesday 11. 30am

Thursday 10. 15am

Friday 11.45am

NEW CLASS
If enough interest Wednesday 8pm
Start date TBC

MUSICALS
class Wednesday at 10.15am
Some dance experience needed.

'One Short Day', Don't Rain on My
Parade', 'Anythmg Goes', 'Hot
Honey Rag, | Could Have Danced
all Night' etc

Monday 1.30pm,
Wednesday 5.45pm
Thursday 2.15pm,
Friday 10.30am

6 other Ballet classes at different
levels

Thr £6.50 Pay as you go

TAP DANCE CLASSES

Monday 7.30pm Adv. 8pm Adv
Show routines

Tuesday 10.30am Experienced
Tuesday 2.15pm Improvers
Wednesday 7pm
Beginners/Improvers

Thursday 1.40pm Beginners

Thr £6.50 45mins £5.50

FIT DISCODANCE
Thursday 7.30pm
Not on every week.

Adv Modern/Contemporary Mon
6.30pm

PILATES CLASSES

Sunday 8.45am, Tuesday 9.20am,
Wednesday 9.10am and 2.50pm
Thr £6.50 pay as you go

NEW CLASS Tuesday 5.45pm
45mins £5.50

Locilin 2l

Dance Centre Malvern

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre * Tel/Text: 07443 872188

Email: ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
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The Joys of Summer in the UK

A season served with strawberries, sunshine and surprises

The Standard, Friday June 20, 2025

h, the great British

summer. That fleeting
stretch of months when
the weather becomes
a national obsession
(even more than usual),
everything smelis faintly
of sun cream and sizzling
sausages, and we all
pretend we’ve always
known how to put up a
parasol properly.

While other nations may take their
sunshine for granted, we Brits
treat summer like a rare jewel:
treasured, unpredictable, and
occasionally rained on.

So pull up a deckchair, pop the
kettle on (or crack open something
fizzy), and let’s celebrate the
glorious, ever-surprising joys of a
UK summer

1. The Sunshine

Lottery: Always a

Gamble, Always
Worth It

A British summer is like a game of
weather roulette. One minute it's

blazing sunshine; the next you're
sheltering under a tree with your
chips in a soggy napkin. But that’s
half the fun.

We earn our summer. When the
sun does shine, we make the most
of every second. Beer gardens fill
faster than Glastonbury tickets,
beaches overflow with sandcastles
and optimism, and someone,
somewhere, will always say, “We
should do this more often.”

2. The Nation’s
Uniform: Flip-Flops

and Light Cardis
Fashion in a UK summer is a
careful balancing act: part Riviera
chic, part ‘ready for drizzle’. Linen
trousers, wide-brimmed hats, and
floral everything emerge from
wardrobes like moths from a
cocoon. And yet, we still carry “just
in case” jackets. Always.

Socks with sandals? Sometimes.
Sunglasses on the head and
squinting anyway? Absolutely.
Factor 50 on the nose but
forgetting your ears? A rite of
passage.

s Faithfu

Est 1995

Intruder Alarms | CCTV | Security Lighting | Fire Alarms
Access Control | Automatic Gates | Maintenance & Repairs

Alarms

Get in touch for a FREE security survey

01905 616784

RESIN DRIVEWAYS
DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS
PORCELAIN PATIOS
LANDSCAPING
FENCING

07592 154267

faithfulalarms@gmail.com | www.faithfulalarms.co.uk
Faithful Alarms LLP, Unit 3C Shrub Hill Industrial Estate, Shrub Hill Road, Worcester WR4 9EL
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Summertime in the Home and Garden

3. A Garden in Full
Voice

By July, British gardens are
performing their greatest hits.
Lavender, roses, sweet peas and
delphiniums belt out colour like

a botanical boyband. Lawns are
mown to perfection — or at least
mown. The scent of honeysuckle
rides the breeze like a nostalgic
melody from a summer years ago.
Even the smallest balcony
becomes a stage for potted
tomatoes, fairy lights, and a single
courageous sunflower leaning
optimistically toward the sky.

4. The BBQ: A British

5. The Symphony of

Ritual of Smoke and

Triumph

You know it’s truly summer when
the smell of charcoal drifts across
every cul-de-sac. We gather
around barbecues like ancient
tribes around a fire — except we're
debating halloumi and comparing
marinades instead of hunting
tactics.

Is it perfectly seared or
questionably charred? It doesn’t
matter. The point is: it’s outdoors,
it's shared, and someone always
forgets the ketchup.

Summer Sounds

The soundtrack of a British
summer is unmistakable: the drone
of lawnmowers, the hum of bees,
the distant thud of a tennis ball at
Wimbledon. Ice cream vans jingle
down sleepy roads while children
screech joyfully in paddling pools
that are 80% splash and 20% water.
There’s the gentle clink of glasses
in pub gardens, the flap of bunting
in the breeze, and, occasionally,
the rumble of thunder reminding us
who'’s boss.

6. The Great British

Day Trip: Sunshine in
a Flask

Whether it's a pilgrimage to

the coast, a picnic in the Peak
District, or a National Trust wander
with a sausage roll and soggy
map, summer is the season of
spontaneous exploration.

We pack coolers with ambition
and sandwiches, brave motorway
queues with stoicism, and

always end up buying overpriced
windbreaks we absolutely didn’t
need... until now.

7. A Feast of Summer

Flavours

British summer is strawberry
season. It’s also Pimm’s o’clock,
elderflower everything, cucumber
sandwiches at garden parties,

and the moment courgettes take
over the vegetable patch with wild
abandon.

From juicy tomatoes fresh off the
vine to ice creams devoured before
they melt (spoiler: they always
melt), summer dining is laid-back,
delicious, and usually enjoyed
alfresco.

8. The Evenings That
Stretch On Forever
There’s something magical about
a UK summer evening - the way
the golden light lingers, the smell
of cut grass hanging in the air, and
the soft hush that descends over
sun-weary streets.

Twinkling fairy lights on fences,
blankets over knees, a final glass
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of rosé or cup of tea — these are the
quiet joys that make summer feel
endless, even though we know it
never is.

The Takeaway?
Squeeze Every Drop.

A British summer is never perfect.
It's patchy and changeable,
sunburned and unpredictable — but
it's also glorious. It's Wimbledon
in the rain, pub lunches in the

sun, and gardens overflowing with
colour and laughter.

So dance at the village féte, eat
strawberries by the punnet, mow
the lawn with pride, and fall asleep
with the windows open and the
scent of roses in the air.

100

* Soft Touch & Pet-
Friendly

* Fully Permeable - Ideal

for Dogs
* No Latex - Green

Repeat® Technology

kuRecyclable Artificial Grass
* Trusted Local Installer -
Family Run 14 Years

Open: Mon - Fri 8am - 5.30pm

Unit 12B Harrivs Busihess Park, Hanbury Road,

* Showroom in
Bromsgrove -
Trade Welcome

s
&
®

e

Why not upgrade to our low
maintenance steel fencing,
railings, or gates and enjoy
a hassle-free season?

Made from galvanized steel
Built to last in any weather.

Maintenance free
No painting, no hassle.

25-year guarantee
Peace of mind for decades.

Withstands 130mph winds
Strength you can trust.

Professional installation
Backed by years of experience.

I DYFENCING

Getting your garden
ready for Summer?

_ NEW
—-+ Contemporary

Black

Colour Option

Whether you're just exploring options or ready to get started,
we're a family-run business that prides itself on offering

friendly advice and clear, honest quotes. Contact us today!

Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 4DJ

. 01384 594791 dyfencing.co.uk

Call or WhatsApp: 01527 579 841 | www.quickgrass.co.uk
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Summertime in the Home and Garden
What to Do in Y0ur fl:;leosc;r.nsand keeps plants looking

Top deadhead candidates:

Garden This Summer =

¢ Geraniums

& o green escape, summer is whenthe S t
sow’_ snlp’ SIP' real fun — and maintenance — kicks P;ﬁii;:as
Makl“g the Most s Tip: Snip just above a healthy leaf

Here’s your seasonal guide to what

> A or bud to encourage the plant to
to do in your garden this summer

flower again rather than set seed.

of the Sunny

Season to keep it thriving, blooming, and
Summer in the UK is the garden’s picnic:ready. 2. Water Wisel
oneniosie M, 1. Keep Deadheading {Especially During

’ H eatwaves
lawn has never grown faster, and (Your Flowers Will
your tomato plants are suddenly Thank You) In the UK, summer weather can
demanding the same attention as range from tropical to torrential.

Regular deadheading — removing During hot, dry spells, smart

spent flowers — encourages more  \yatering is essential.

* Water early morning or late
evening to reduce evaporation.

* Soak deeply, less often — better
for root development than light,
frequent watering.

* Mulch beds with bark or compost

toddlers. Whether your garden is
a pocket-sized patio or a rambling

to retain moisture. nutrients away. « Courgettes (before they become
. Waterlthe base, not the leaves « Herbs and leafy greens benefit marrows!)

- espe(l:;ally for tomatoes and from nitrogen-rich feeds, but don't  « French & runner beans
cucumbers. overdo it or you'll get leaves, not « Tomatoes (as soon as they

3. Feed Hun flavour. colour)

Plants ' 4. Harvest « Strawberries, raspberries &
Summer is peak growing season, Homegrown gooseberries

and plants need fuel. ¢ Cut-and-come-again salad leaves
« Use a high-potash fertiliser (ike ~Goodness galliods
tomato feed) for flowering plants Now’s the time to reap the rewards ~Not only does regular picking

and fruit. of spring sowing. boost production, but everything

* Feed containers and hanging Pick regularly to encourage more tastes better the moment it's
baskets weekly - rain washes cropping: picked.

Clearview
Environmental

MIDLANDS LIMITED

CARPETS
Quality Carpets and flooring

A Mr Tomkinso e Grounds Care
NN | oo capecpeanise | | Facilities Manageme
2 Security Installation._

CORMAR oL Clearview. \k

CARPET C@° Family-run professional Grounds Maintenance and Facilities
Management, based in Kidderminster.

. ,i » All aspects of grounds maintenance and land clearance
®
y Vi CTORIA CARPETS » Health & Safety inspections and remedial works
Brintons Established 1895 » Tree surveys and surgery
= All types of fencing installation

New Road Complex, New Road, PRI ACL Quh SOl

Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY10 1AL clearview-environmental.com

Call 01562 755769

contact@clearview-environmental.com

Email Sales@ yn escarpets.co. uk Maintenance with Pride, Protecting what Matters Most.
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Kitchen Makeovers

Quicker, Cheaper and Far less fuss than a total kitchen!

FREE Stylish Slide- in
e  Cooker or Oven & Hob

when you choose to update your kitchen
just using New Doors & Worktops

EXTENDED

Due to popular
demand!

Beautiful Kitchen Makeovers start from around £3000

To see how you can clalm your FREE Slide-in Cooker or Built-in Oven and Hob
and transform your kitchen for much less than a total replacement in about one day,
request a brochure or a free on the spot quote today

Hurry..this offer ends 30th June 2025*

i Request a brochure 0800 088 7044
Al L—? Book a home visit 0330 0321 0461 o
s Visit us online

www.doorsandworktops.com & WORKTOPS
_ Door Sales Group Main Office: Doors House Wordsley Green West Midlands DY8 5PD - Telephone 01384 660065 - 01384 293654 *Full offer details online
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Summertime in the Home and Garden

* Prune lavender after flowering to
keep it bushy.

* Thin fruit trees to prevent
overcrowded or poorly ripened fruit.
* Tie in climbers like clematis

and sweet peas to keep them
supported and looking neat.

6. Invite in the
Wildlife

A garden buzzing with bees and
fluttering with butterflies is both
beautiful and beneficial.

* Plant nectar-rich flowers like
buddleia, verbena, echinacea, and
lavender.

* Top up bird baths and provide
shallow water for insects.

* Leave a wild patch of grass or
install a bug hotel.

* Avoid pesticides — let nature do
the pest control.

5. Prune & Train for
Shape and Health

Some plants need a summer
haircut, not just a spring tidy.
* Trim wisteria: cut back side
shoots to five or six leaves.

7. Refresh Containers
& Baskets

By mid-summer, containers can
start to look a bit frazzled.

* Replace tired bedding plants
with late-summer stunners like
begonias, salvias, cosmos, and
rudbeckia.

* Add slow-release fertiliser or
mulch.

* Rearrange pots to highlight
what's thriving and hide what's not!

8. Tidy, Edge., Repeat

It's the little things that make the
garden shine.

» Edge your lawn for a crisp finish.
* Sweep patios and paths to
remove moss and debris.

« Clean garden furniture — because
spontaneous BBQs are a national
summer sport.

* Weed regularly before things get
out of hand.

9. Plan for Late
Summer & Autumn

Colour

Summer’s not the end — just the
middle. Now’s the time to plant for
the months ahead.

* Sow biennials (foxgloves,
wallflowers) for next spring.

¢ Plant autumn-flowering bulbs like
nerines and colchicums.

* Add late perennials like sedum,
heleniums, and Japanese
anemones for a seasonal encore.
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10. Enjoy It!

Don’t forget the most important
summer gardening task of all: relax
and enjoy your space. Whether
you’re pottering with a watering
can or stretched out with a glass

of Pimm’s, your garden is there to
bring joy.

Final Thought:

Summer gardens are living,
breathing, ever-changing works of
art. With a bit of regular care (and a
lot of lounging), your outdoor space
will reward you with colour, scent,
and satisfaction all season long.

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

vices Limited, Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JR (
tyle of Mitsubishi HC Capital (UK) PLC, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Auti

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

By wons

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR

N 730066) trading as 5 Star Wi & Conservat

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR12AT
Tel: 01905 886750

SSTARWINDOWS.CO.UK

eposit option is only applicable to orders up to

ter no. 704348).

REPRESENTATIVE*

DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES

credit broker and is
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Summertime in the Home and Garden
2025 Summer Interior Design Trends in the UK: Bright, Stylish & Sustainable

Summer 2025 is turning up the
heat — and not just outdoors. Inside
our homes, the season’s trends
are all about sunshine, soul, and
sustainability. Think light-filled
spaces, earth-conscious elegance,
and just the right amount of “did
this come from a French brocante
or a Soho design studio?” mystery.
Whether you're giving your
entire home a glow-up or simply
swapping a few cushions, here’s
your inside guide to the hottest
(and coolest) looks in UK interiors
this summer.

1. Sun-Drenched

Neutrals & Citrusy Pops
Wave goodbye to cold greys and
hello to a warmer, creamier palette.
This summer is all about buttery
off-whites, oat milk beiges, and soft
sand tones — paired with vibrant
punches of colour that feel like a
sorbet for the soul.

Trending tones:

* Lemon zest & tangerine accents
« Soft lilac & sky blue hues

« Terracotta, coral, and olive green
for grounding warmth

Design tip: Use neutral backdrops
to showcase bold accessories —
think a citrus velvet chair in an ivory
room, or sunny yellow blinds in a
pale kitchen.

2. Nature-Inspired
Everything (Still Goin

Strong)

The outdoors is still our biggest
design muse — and we’re not
mad about it. In 2025, biophilic
design matures into something
truly beautiful: less jungle-in-your-
lounge, more curated calm.
Natural elements trending now:

« Stone sinks and raw-edge wood
furniture

« Clay, limewash, and textured
plaster finishes

« Rattan, bamboo, and woven
seagrass details

And yes, plants are still in. Go for
statement greenery like fiddle leaf
figs or trailing pothos, and mix
real with high-quality faux to keep
maintenance chill.

3. Comfortable, Curved &
Cocooned

Sharp edges are out, soft curves
are very much in. This summer is
about creating interiors that feel
like a warm hug — welcoming,
flowing, and deeply relaxing.

Look out for:

* Arched doorways, round mirrors,
and sculptural lamps

* Bouclé and chenille upholstery in
marshmallow tones

* Cloud-like sofas and curved

headboards

Curves bring instant elegance and
softness to a room.

4. Sustainable &
Thoughtful Choices

In 2025, eco-conscious doesn’t
mean beige and boring. Today’s
sustainable design is full of flair,
colour, and craftsmanship. It's
about choosing better, not more.
Smart, stylish, sustainable ideas:

* Upcycled and vintage furniture
with real history

* UK-made artisan ceramics and
decor

* Reclaimed wood floors and
repurposed materials

Even paint is getting greener — look
for low-VOC, plant-based options
in fresh, summery hues.

5. Light Living: Sheer
Drapes & Airy Spaces

Let the sunshine in. Literally.

This summer, interiors are getting
lighter — physically and visually.
Heavy curtains, dark corners, and
cluttered shelves are giving way to
breezy minimalism.

Quick wins:

» Swap thick curtains for linen
sheers or voile panels

* Use pale woods and reflective
surfaces to bounce light

* Keep window ledges clear to

maximise natural brightness
Bonus trend: Window seats are
making a comeback — perfect for
curling up with a book and a view.

6. Personality-Filled

Space

Minimalism is taking a bit of a
back seat this summer in favour
of bold, expressive interiors with
soul. Homes are becoming less
‘showroom’ and more ‘show you’.
Key details:

 Gallery walls of personal art, not
just prints

* Eclectic styling — mix modern
with antique, sleek with scruffy

» Maximalist corners with books,
plants, candles and collected
treasures

Your home should tell your story,
not just follow a trend.

7. Outdoor-indoor
Harmony

With garden rooms, balconies and
patios getting more attention than
ever, there’s a real shift toward
blurring the boundaries between
inside and out.

Top tips for summer 2025:

* Use the same flooring materials
(or colour tones) to connect
kitchen and patio

» Decorate garden spaces with
indoor-style touches — cushions,
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rugs, art

* Bring natural light into transitional
spaces with glazed doors and
skylights

It's less about ‘escaping’ to the
garden, and more about letting the
whole home breathe together.

8. The Rise of “Slow
Styling”

Forget fast decor. The buzzword
of 2025 is intentional. That

means fewer impulse buys, more
meaningful pieces, and design that
evolves over time — not overnight.
Slow styling looks like:

* Layering textures over time —
linen, wool, ceramics, wood

* Investing in quality over quantity
* Choosing items that make you
pause and smile

It's interior design with a
conscience, and it’s here to stay.

In a Nutshell?

Summer 2025 interiors in the UK
are all about:

Warm neutrals. Thoughtful design.
Natural textures. Playful personality.
And space that breathes.

So whether you’re sipping Pimm’s
on your velvet sofa or padding
barefoot across reclaimed
floorboards, your home this
summer should feel relaxed,
radiant, and unapologetically you.

Oasis

Make that shade of difference

Bespoke Blinds

Craving a touch of elegance for your windows in
Kidderminster? Look no further than Oasis
Blinds and Shutters LTD! Our expert team is
here to transform your space with truly bespoke
blinds that are tailor-made |usi for you.

Say goodsye 1 e hassle of ganeic ot theshelf TR T

blinds — our wide range of stylish options will add

a touch of class to your home or office, all at
competitive prices that won't break the bank.
With years of experience beautifying windows
across Worcestershire, our family-run business
(trading since 1984) ensures top quality and
personal care for each project.

Let us bring light, style, and sophistication into
your room by contacting us today for customised
Bespoke Blinds in Kidderminster. Elevate your
space with Oasis!

Shutters

v

Supplying and installing shutters, blinds
and curtains throughout Worcestershire

Curtains

* Our welcoming and friendly teem are on hand to help * Huge range of stylish fabrics to suit every window

Telephone 01562 515445

Supplying and installing shutters, blinds and curtain throughout Worcestershire since 1984

Oasis Blinds & Shutters Lid
31b Coppice trading Estate, Kidderminster, Worcestershire, DY11 7QY
| web www.oasisblindsandshutters.co.uk
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Festival has
music and so
much more

AFTER this weekend’s launch
of this year’s Bromsgrove
Festival in the town centre,
along with the Court Leet
Fair Day, there will be anoth-
er packed week of events
for all tastes in the coming
days.

Tomorrow (Saturday), the annual
Silk Painting Display will go on show
at Rubery Library until July 19. The
works from the South Birmingham
Guild of Silk Painters will be avail-
able to view from 8am to 8pm for
Libraries Unlocked users or usual
opening times. Entry is free.

Live music

On Wednesday (June 25), Craig
Ogden will give ‘A Celebrity Recital’
at New Guesten Hall, Avoncroft
Museum as part of the Festive
Classics series. Craig’s guitar reper-
toire will include music by Scarlatti,
Villa-Lobos and Rodrigo. The con-
cert starts at midday with lunch at
1pm. Tickets, available at festive-
classics.co.uk or by calling 01527
832492 - can include just the per-
formance or lunch as well.

Bromsgrove Folk Club and
Festival will host Tania Opland and
Mike Freeman at Catshill Social
Club, Meadow Road, at 8pm on
Thursday (June 26). The pair will
use hammered dulcimer, guitar,
violin, cittern, Native American
flute, percussion and more as they
perform songs in many languages.
Visit: bromsgrovefolkclub.co.uk for
tickets and more information.

At 3pm next Friday (June 27),
there will be ‘Folk and Fry-ups’ at
The Lemon Tree. The relaxed after-
noon of folk music is free - people
can just turn up.

The Everly Brothers by Candlelight
takes place at 7.30pm next Friday
(June 27) at Artrix. The soul-stir-
ring songs of the American duo will
be brought to life by Gerry Slattery
and Lars Pluto in this unique acous-
tic theatre show which also includes
fascinating stories and anecdotes
and a live string quartet. Visit:
artrixbromsgrove.co.uk for tickets
and more information.

The Players Platform at 1lam
next Saturday (June 28) sees young
musicians showcase their skills. It
is brought to Catshill Methodist
Church, Golden Cross Lane, by The
David Morgan Trust which sup-

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Craig Ogden will perform at
the first Festive Classics of the
season on Wednesday. Picture
courtesy of Craig Ogden. s

,gsgrave Festival
2

ports children and young people
in Bromsgrove District to develop
their understanding and apprecia-
tion of music. Admission is free.
Visit: davidmorganmusictrust.org
for more information.

At 12.30pm and 6pm next
Saturday (June 28) at Artrix,
Stardust Dance Academy will bring
their ‘25 Terrific Years’ show to
the stage. Visit: artrixbromsgrove.
co.uk or call 01527 361324 for
tickets and more information.

Celebrations of Live by the
Midland Sinfonia will take place at
7.30pm next Saturday (June 2) at
St Laurence’ Church in Alvechurch.
The concert will celebrate anniver-

saries through music. Visit: mid-
landsinfonia.co.uk for tickets and
more information.

The City of Birmingham Brass
Band will perform in the Jubilee
Bandstand at Sanders Park from
2.30pm to 4.30pm next Sunday
(June 29). The event is free and
people are being urged to take
along their chairs or blankets and a
picnic for a relaxing afternoon.

Victoria’s School of Dance show-
case their ‘Rising Stars’ at 1.30pm
next Sunday (June 29) at Artrix.
Visit: artrixbromsgrove.co.uk or
call 01527 361324 for tickets and
more information.

Drama

All and Sundry will perform
‘Dangerous Obsession’ at Artrix
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from Wednesday to Saturday (June
25 to 27). Performances start at
7.30pm. The show centres on a
quiet and unassuming man who is
obsessed with pinning the blame
for his wife’s accident on someone
else. He turns up at Sally and Mike
Driscoll’s home, invites himself in
and threatens to reveal secrets that
could change their lives forever.
Not recommended for under 16s.
Visit: artrixbromsgrove.co.uk or
call 01527 361324 for tickets and
more information.

Art

Avoncroft Arts Society’s annual
art show takes place from 10am
to 4pm next Saturday (June 28).
There will be plenty of works on
offer from members of the society,
along with tea, coffee and home-
made cake. Admission is £1 payable
on the door. Under 16s go free.
There will also be free workshops
to take part in. Visit: avoncroftarts.
org.uk or call 01527 833829 for
more information.

Poetry

Award-winning Rubery poet
Spoz - aka Giovanni Esposito -
will perform ‘Pedestrian Poetry’
in Bromsgrove town centre from
llam to 3pm. The community
event is free.

Visit our website for more on the
first weekend of the Bromsgrove
Festival and go to: bromsgrovefes-
tival.co.uk for more on these and
other upcoming events.

Do you have a story?
Get in touch by em

ing editor@kiddermin-
sterstandard.co.uk

Our Restaurant

serves a wide variety of
home-cooked meals, breakfasts,

puddings, cakes and afternoon teas

Hot ;ood is served
8.30am till 3.30pm daily!

-

Brighten up your garden
with our selection of bedding
plants, hanging baskets and

planted tubs.

Top quality home grown plants
@ affordable prlces'

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5:00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am- 4. 30pm

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003

..We keep our
Family owned Farm Shop

stocked with seasonal fresh fruit, vegetables

..\ Ak

and grocery items.
Our deli is stocked with sweet treats,
savoury snacks and cheeses.

Our Butchery offers a wide selection of local &
British meats and we even have a fresh fish counter.

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: wwwrowberrys-nurserg.co.uk | ﬁl’ind us on Facebook
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* % % % A
Holwdays

VE DAY 80: POPPIES AT THE
TOWER OF LONDON

Departing Sat 20 Sep ‘25

Join us at the Tower of London to commemorate
the 80" anniversary of the end of the

Second World War with a spectacular poppy
installation. This new display represents the
sacrifice made by so many and a symbol of
resilience against overwhelming odds.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

v

¢/ Admission to the Tower of London & the
Poppies at the Tower installation

v

Free time in London for shopping &
sightseeing

2 Days by Coach on@ £159

Single Supplement £50

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 cuoi- osc

www.kidderminsterstandard.co.uk

Trustpilot

WHITBY REGATTA & HISTORIC
YORK

Departing Sun 10 Aug ‘25

The Whitby Regatta is recognised as one of the
oldest maritime festivals on the northeast coast
of England. Enjoy yacht racing, rowing races
and everything related to sailing on this two-day
adventure which also includes a visit to York!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

v Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or
JG4 rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢/ Excursion to Whitby to see the
Whitby Regatta

¢ En-route visit to York

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £119

Single Supplement £45

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

By Coach from Kidderminster, Stourport

2025 HOLIDAYS
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Reader Travel,

Yy
/1€ to enjoy!

THE CORONATION STREET
EXPERIENCE

Departing Sat 16 Aug ‘25

Immerse yourself in the world of Corrie on
our two-day break to visit Coronation Street:
The Tour! The new exhibition hall features
original costumes and iconic props, along
with replica interiors of the Rovers Return,
The Dobbs’ and Roy’s Rolls.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

v/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel in the
North West area (JG2 rating) with dinner &
breakfast

¢ Admission to
The Coronation Street Experienceat
MediaCityUK, Manchester

¢ En-route visit to Liverpool

2 Days by Coach on@ E169

Single Supplement £30

BEST COMPANY
FOR
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS

HISTORIC DURHAM, BEAMISH &
CAPTAIN COOK’S WHITBY
Departing Thu 21 Aug ‘25

We enjoy a host of historically-themed
excursions on this wonderful exploration of
the North East. From Whitby to the fascinating
open-air living museum of Beamish and the
beautiful city of Durham, this break offers the
perfect chance to journey into the past.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from
Kidderminster, Stourport

¢ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel,
Middlesbrough (JG3 rating) with dinner &
breakfast

v/ Excursions to Durham,
Beamish Living Museum & Whitby

5 Days by Coach on@ 5419

Single Supplement £125

These packages are stbject to Just Gt HNMJ\ terms
Assocution at Bonded lvel Drganiser
peaple sharing a 20m & honcured on
alter which prices may fuctuate. Calls
Ddtkages, ebe standard 1ates apply. (hoites of dal

gy iricur a sugplement. Please see website or uAH Tor tull detaits

sach bookings
01 protected N

aport o pick up loation

rofectedt by Bandedd (each Halidays & the
L Prces e per 20rson, hased on I

JBook Todny &z

H justgohols
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
&

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

6. Liberty (7) 1. Handle (5)
EASY 7. Lid (5) 2. Determined (3)
6 8 7 5 3. Trick (4)
9. Insane (3)
711 6|4 4. Fit (9)
812 5 ] 10. Impromptu (9) B, Cansue ]
15 3 > 12. Essay (11) 8. Diminish (6)
9 6 24 8 15. Cheeky (11) 11. Alien (9)
4 17. Deeply shocked (9) LR
8 5 3 o o 14. Copy (7)
9 1 5 19. In favour of (3) 16. Earth (5
2|5 9713 6 21, Seatter (5) 18. Otherwise (4)
22. Attack (7) 20. Hiatus (3)

HARD

814 3|6

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the

a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
219 715 73921 gives an animal;
HOLD 4522785 gives a second animal;
Gap 92262  gives birds.

8/5|6| |[2]|1]|3 Rod T g B B P F [ B P

1 3 9 Stance
v CODEWORD
PATH FI N DER Bt This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
revious

. . with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each FAST words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally. A “
Battles in the British Isles : i' .

[SIORENABYHMDONFL 'E’

TFDGDS MTALDESDO WORDWHEEL F

AMBR I UAORSOGEN D yohave 10 mins to find as many words as possible using G 117 7117 1T 13 13 |1

AMEU I PRNOWBOME D theletters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and ~ H ..H..... ..

RSNSLEGSNGSOWKE j e s e o o et ) il il

OTYOBWSTI RPRE B S one9%letterword to be found. K

NORCSEAHNESSTUR L

MOLUENWTOOTNAWY :’:

OCLODTOTSNPATST E L s

LNIGDIRILLDELGR E Vv P

NFLEHABRLIGNINE T g

LAKESMGNIHEOTTE B A s

KI RVEORARFENGBA EIG T

NAATVAGTLCDIKCN “;

SBLSEERNONRUBON How you rate W 7 g 0 5 3 7 g g I R A

H H e 'average 5 Wrordsr: Yery gﬁz:t 5 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 25 26

Solutions OppOSIte 12 words: good 20 or more: excellent. ! C o
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR

ACROSS
1&21Across  Film star nicknamed 'Duke’ (4,5)
4 A student of the Earth's crust (9)

8 Surname of the dramatist who wrote The

Caretaker (6)
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SOLUTIONS

'sis| pz WBIN €7 ‘sao]y g ‘dnifs 0z ‘edaiy 6| Lionasay G| ‘eduel] p| adep €|
‘WA L1 ‘S3NBRY (1 ‘u1dS £ N|BID 9 'swinuingeT G ‘ning f B3N € *epIn0 7 :NMOA
"y13s 8z ‘sibandjep £z ‘abuods 9z Jo11aH Gz ‘Bukep | Z ‘JNSUeS 8| ‘SIOeA /]
‘eidoin 91 ‘1aurpie| | ‘sawier 01 ‘1eBiqy 6 ‘1a3uid § 15160]03D ¥ ‘uyor | :SSOYIY

piomssox) abpajmouy [eiauan

9 Wife of Nabal and later of David (7) ‘den) 0z ‘253 81 ‘PHOM 91 ‘1eNw| | ‘1a1ed €| ‘1aubialoq | | [uassaT g Jooiday §
‘ualadwo)  XeOH € ‘19S 7 483l | :UMOQ YNBSSy 7z ‘Mans |z 104 g1 ‘pasabbes /|
10&25Across Author of All Creatures Great and ‘uauipadwi G| ‘uonisodwo) 7| ‘2i0dwidixg 0| ‘PRI 6 JBA0D / ‘WOPBI 9 :SSODY
Small (5,7) piomsso.)
12 Astrict disciplinarian (8) sueqy 15 ‘aneatbig ‘weysang e OVISHOI3Y
16  Sir Thomas More's imaginary perfect island (6) ‘ujoour] ‘abpug Buipns ‘|iyabp3 ‘uoibuip ‘iejuo)) ‘wingypouueg Bul
‘19ans buipep fungsaymay ‘sueduoisalq Joowsbpas ‘uappold IN
17 French royal House from 1328-1589 (6) ‘UOp|e\ “yLioMS0g ‘sBunseH ‘UOLMO] ‘UapojIny “I00jA UOISIE|
18 Ancient classical Indian language (8) ‘3ufog 'sama1 ‘snidneun suop ‘Aqasen ‘abpug piojwess 318Y1393A
21 e s SpUYHIEd  [FHMPIOM
1797 N=5T 'I=¥T
25 See 10 Across '0=€7 M= 'X=1 '9=07 'H=61 =81 '0=L1
26 Animal skeleton used in cleansing (6) 9=913=1 d=p| D=¢| ‘8=C| ¥=1| '7=01 ‘1584 158
L, 1=6 1=8 '3=L 'W=9 'S=G A=¥ 'N=¢€ V=t 'n=1 1504 ‘9504 ‘3|0d ‘9|0H ‘PIOH
27 &23Down  The witches' sabbath held on the piomapo) 1appe]
eve of May 1st (9,5)
28  The third son of Adam (4) 6lc v|S[€|8]9|L} H[Z|6]S|vc[8|€E|9
L|€|}H]|C|6|9]|G|8|F 9|v|€|L|6|8]}1]|S|¢C
DOWN 9|68V |L[L]|6]€|C 8|G(c|1[|9/€]|6[L|F
2 Pen name of Marie Louise de la 7 River on which Paris stands (5) 15 Artificial lake for storing water (9) 8|V |G[2]9]6]c|}|€ €/ L|V]6]|G|L]c|9]8
g ; €12]|6]L]|8|C|¥|9]|S L|8|S|c|}|9]|€E|V |6
Ramee (5) 10 PG Wodehouse's perfect English
5 Slverl] g 19 The betel nut genus of paims (5) 2l lolelslv]slelz zl6lolslelvlslilz
i H,; il eader () 1 Bsdbiman bt 20 Thick, sweet liquid (5) Glgle|9]e|L|L|v]6 6lc|H|9]L]|s|v|8]E
indu spiritual leader agician and bard who aided King
5 T ith f briaht vell Arthur in legend (6 22 Bitter -, purgative drug (5) vi9|Zl6|L|S|€ /2|8 v|9|8|€le|b[L]6]S
rees with racemes of bright yellow rthur, in legend (6) . tlelzlslvlelzlslo slelzlvielslolz]t
2 i ee 27 Across
flowers (9) 13 Household, especially table, linen (6) pieH fse3
6 Benjamino ---, famous Italian tenor (5) 14 Sleep-like state (6) 24 Part of the Thames, through Oxford (4) nyjopng
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Classified

Telephone: 01562 541500

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

CORDOBA Meshbelly
Chumena & B/ B/
Q with accessories.

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BOARD Games
Monopoly
Northampton Saints

Stillin  box. Never Rugby Game. Brand
used £40 01527 New, unopened.
521363 £25:00 ono. Tel:
DESK, teak effect. [ 07979494716
Free to collect | RUNNER BEAN
103cm wide. Very Plants, £1.75 a tray
good condition Tel | of 12 plants Phone

01527 66380 01905 778926
ROUND wooden | 00 Gauge Hornby
Train Packs R2697

table, two matching
chairs £30 ono Tel:
01527 523559

FREE to Collector,
Bed, 4  drawer,
double divan,
airsprung, no marks,
very clean Tel: 01527
550342

Class 101 3 car diesel
multiple unit in BR
Green. R2579 Class
101 3 car dmu in BR
Blue. Both packs
are DCC ready, in
excellent unused
condition and in

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

CARPET  offcut -
brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £4.00.
Tele: 07934132759

LADIES M&S
classic fully lined
summer jacket with
optional hood. Light

turquoise.  Hardly
worn. Size 12. £4.00.
(I  can forward

photos if interested).
Tel: 07934132759

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BONSAI  Collection
47 years old - Acers,
Conifers, Mulberry,
Offers  invited
telephone for full
details 01905 456382

2 Daily Telegraph
Zero Gravity
Garden Recliner
Chairs  (including
carry bags).1 Navy, 1
Stone (Grey) £40.00

each. Telephone
number 01905
769944

CHARCOAL 3 piece
suite / sofa and foot
stool made by next
£350 phone number
01905 863132

3-BIKE rear carrier

MISCELLANEOUS
—

3-BIKE rear carrier
rack (Auto Care)
Still in wrapper, £20.
Phone after 6pm
0121 742 4250

JONES black wedge
lace-up espadrilles,
size 8 / 41, brand
new. £20 Tel: 07813
706 158  (Shirley
area

LUXURY percale lilac
single fitted sheet,
polycotton, new in
wrapper! £5 Tel:
07813 706 158
LADIES long grey
jacket with lining,
size 12, very smart,
brand new! £10 Tel:
07813 706 158

CARPENTRY/ ROOFING
JOINERY =
[ =3

WI-'.ATHER’;GUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

o

No job too big or
10% 0FF too small
Full, teed
AJB CARPENTRY|| Wirry T T iRy
AND GUALITY WORKMANSHIP REPAIRS Written quotes

o o available
Covering: kitchen fitting, roofs,

" iginal boxes and e i ' T . i
FoUR, Tier G | Vripana. 55 chch | " e, old | ok mpe 23 | o || cloors, staits and much more to | | RSO RISSRUTE Ve Ta g lle}
2 or C pair, Ic] but loads of life £50 . . .

st % (nzt:eds Tight repair) ot | Gommas o || help hWITh your carpentry based Comp|ete Roofs, Rldge Tiles,
5 Ch - i o Sertwt;: Tel:012?9266127 WANTED ome |mprovements. Lead Work Chimne S Fascias

for sale. Tel 0788 | saucers, plates, sugar TWO, Daily TEIF’gra?h - : y . ;

2124182 bowl, ik jug, large (Z]en:l Gravity — Call today for your free quote! Soffits. Gutteri Gutter Cl :
CRAVEN  Carrier | plate £50 Tel: 01789 [ Garden (i"ielfl:i‘:' o Call Ant Omits, auttering, Guter Lleaning

Top Box Brcket | _J006 | canybago) 1 New. 1 'WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes all Anton

" Ul 1 il » » 3

sl SGe - Wemer | Stone (Grey), £40.00 Vin r New ** %, . u ﬁ 90

BI00 T 07974 | Mg Turbo c30 T | _cach- 005 Tomas || o eyl azz, indie 07827 324754 % Mobile: 07467159012

822880 07733 061256 A Friedland Warbler and rare ﬁnds C‘ash P;JId

‘alton: cason door bell and 2

T oleto i e | i oy Season 2 | 'Sesame: door, bell | | Caflrse: 07765 142354 001527 893992 n AJB Carpentry Oﬁlce 01299 888 3"

dvd box set. £10. sealed. £5. Tel: 07813 push. £15.00. Or email: welston@live.com

Tal:_ 07813 706 158 706 158  (Shirley Telephone number - Paul (Albatross & Doomied RECO!dS) .
i azes) Q1905 769544 DOUBLE GLAZING mto@weatherguardsemces.co.uk

SOMETHING TO Raise some weatherguardservices.co.uk

extra cash
and make ‘ ‘ TREE SURGEONS
someone else’s Experienced Glazier E—
day by selling Friendly and reliable
Misted double glazing
your unwanted All glass repairs
items

Tree & Landscape Specialists is a trusted, professional company with
a great reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

Advertise them in

Observer
‘Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to; fr ds@bulli dia.com
e e ————— T - — A

1| |Free Lineage (Items upto value £500) | |Paid for Boxed Ad (items of any value)

If your item is valued at
£500 or less —its
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We are looking to recruit a Sales Manager for The Kidderminster,
Stourport and Bewdley Standard

The ideal candidate will have a proven track record of success in Sales Account
Management; and a strong understanding of the local media landscape - print and digital
would be useful, but its not essential.

In this role, the successful candidates will be responsible for:
* Developing and maintaining current relationships with existing clients
« Identifying and making contact with new clients
* |dentifying and closing new business opportunities
Skills required:
» A professional and friendly manner
* Excellent communication skills with ability to communicate on all levels

» Experience of sourcing and generating sales leads, over the telephone and face
to face

* Ability to work independently and as part of a team
 Attention to detail

In return we offer a basic salary and on target earning in excess of £40k per annum,
as well as a car allowance for Field Sales Account Managers

If you are interested in learning more about this really interesting role, please send
your cv to: pat.bullivant@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivant Media Group publishes local Newspapers, Magazines and Websites across Warwickshire,
Worcestershire and the West Midlands.
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Defender Tunnicliffe
returns for second
spell with Harriers

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: KIDDERMINSTER
Harriers have completed the
signing of defender Jordan
Tunnicliffe.

Tunnicliffe returns for a second
spell at Aggborough after he made
77 appearances for the club during
a three-season stint between 2015
and 2017.

The 31-year-old spent last season
with Solihull Moors in the National
League.

Tunnicliffe said: “It feels really
good to be back, coming back into
the building has brought back a lot of
good memories of the football club.

“I'm looking forward now to bring-
ing on the season and hopefully a
successful one.

“I'm very happy with what I've
achieved since I left the football club
but this was a springboard for me to
be able to go and do that.

“Hopefully now I can bring my
experience to the football club and
help the club achieve promotion.

“Everyone’s aim is to go and play
in the Football League and I was for-
tunate enough to play at that level.

“Now I'm back, I'm excited to try
and help the club achieve promo-
tion.

“The club shouldn’t be in the
National League North, given the size
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of the club and the amount of fans
we get.

“I think I can help with driving
standards and everything like that.

“I was excited by the prospect
of coming here anyway but when I
spoke to the gaffer it just consoli-
dated that feeling.”

Tunnicliffe played under current
Derby County boss John Eustace dur-
ing his first stint at Aggborough.

His performances in the National

League North earned the defender
the club’s players’ player of the year
award at the end of the 2016/17
campaign.
He depaned Harriers to join AFC
Fylde in the National League before
later playing for Crawley Town and
Wrexham in the Football League.

Tunnicliffe helped Wrexham
achieve promotion from the National
League to League One before joining
Moors where he made 24 appear-
ances last term.

And the defender is targeting
another promotion with Harriers
next season.

Tunnicliffe added: “I want to be at
a football club who want to achieve
promotion and want to win football
games.

“Experiencing promotion in the
past, that’s what every footballer
wants to strive for, it’s one of the best
feelings you can have in football.

“Kidderminster had it a few sea-
sons ago and everyone is pulling
together to try and achieve that
again.
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Plumbmg & Heatlng
* Gas Fires. * Gas Cookers.
* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
* Gas Appliance Landlord/home * Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.
Email: Stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sb4plumbingheating.uk

Call me for domestic work
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BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Winning draw for Kiddy

CRICKET: ANOTHER  stunning
knock from Daniel Lategan helped
Kidderminster CC to a winning draw
against Shifnal.

Lategan starred with the bat as
Kidderminster closed on 241-5 at the
end of their 55 overs at Chester Road.

And the hosts restricted Shifnal to
142-8 in reply with the visitors chasing
arevised target of 242 from 50 overs.

Kidderminster claimed 16 points
from the fixture and sit 11th in the
Birmingham and District Premier
League Premier Division Two table.

Shifnal won the toss and elected to
field only for Kidderminster openers H
Sockett (57) and Lucas Ingram (36) to
put on 72 runs for the first wicket.

Shaun Lorimer (1-61) eventually
trapped Ingram LBW before Ben Lees
stumped Sockett off the bowling of
Charlie Home (2-87).

Shifnal bowler Jack Shields (2-26)
then picked up a couple of quick wick-
ets as he removed both Nathan Jukes
(16) and Ben Griffin (1).

However, Lategan (91 not out) and
Mateen Khan (32) combined for an

88-run fifth-wicket stand before the lat-
ter fell to Home.

Kidderminster closed on 241-5 as
Lategan hit 10 boundaries including
four maximums.

And the hosts made the perfect start
with the ball as B Clements (4-38)
removed Shifnal opener Michael
Robinson (0) for a golden duck.

Clements ripped through Shifnal’s
top order as he also claimed the scalps
of Sam Scrimgeour (20) and Home
(12).

And Liam Weston (2-37) trapped
Rahul Kaushal (24) LBW and also
removed Jack Edwards (2) to leave
Shifnal in trouble on 70-5.

The wickets continued to tumble as
Lategan (2-38) took the quick wickets
of Chris Murrall (10) and Matt Denver
(1) with Shifnal in danger on 90-7.

However, Lees (48 not out) faced
115 deliveries while Shifnal’s tail end
dug in to deny Kidderminster an out-
right win.

Kidderminster travel to Handsworth
on Saturday, June 21 with the game to
start at 12pm at Handsworth Park.

League leaders beaten

BEWDLEY CC suffered their first
defeat of the season against Burghill,
Tillington and Weobley.

The league leaders slipped to a four-
wicket defeat after Burghill restricted
Bewdley to 201-8 from their 50 overs
at the PAF Cricket Ground.

And a fine knock from Burghill's
Barney Morgan inspired the home side

to victory with four wickets in-hand and
13 overs to spare.

Despite the defeat, Bewdley remain
top of the Worcestershire County
League Division One table.

Bewdley are next in action against
Netherton on Saturday, June 21 with
the game to start at 12.30pm at
Highbridge Road.

Stourport stay in title contention

STOURPORT-on-Severn CC dominated
opponents Barnt Green to claim a
winning draw and move up to second
in the Worcestershire County League
Premier Division table.

Fine knocks from Peter Hawk (79) and
Siddarth S Ahhuja (78) saw Stourport
close on 298-7 at Cherry Hill Road.

And Stourport then took nine wick-
ets with the ball as Ryan Derrick (5-35)
claimed a five-for as Barnt Green
reached 129-9 at the end of their 50
overs.

Stourport host Bromsgrove on
Saturday, June 21 with the game to
start at 12pm at Walshes Meadow.
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Get in touch for a

FREE security survey
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01905 616784

I: faithfulalarms
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Faithful Alarms LLP,
Unit 3C Shrub Hill
Industrial Estate,
Shrub Hill Road,

Worcester, WR4 9EL



